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The Library will be CLOSED Monday, September 2. 
 
Three cheers for 90 years! Join us for  a come-and-go tea to celebrate Sylvia Gillespie’s 90th  
birthday! Friday, September 20, 2-4pm In the county room in the LMC. 
 
Karaoke! Sing your  hear t out on Sunday, September , 29, 1-5pm in the County Room in the 

LMC. FREE and fun for everyone! All ages welcome! Presented by DJ Crazy Ei8ght and the       

Library. Part of the Lacombe Culture and Harvest Festival.  

Book Club: For  our  October  1 meeting we are reading East of the M ountains by David        

Guterson. “When he discovers that he has terminal cancer, retired heart surgeon Ben Givens refuses 

to simply sit back and wait. Instead he takes his two beloved dogs and goes on a last hunt,            

determined to end his life on his own terms. But as the people he meets and the memories over which 

he lingers remind him of the mystery of life’s endurance, his trek into the American West becomes 

much more than a final journey.”  

Four Eyes Film Series: Four  Eyes returns to the big screen Wednesday, September  18, 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas, for the screening of the critically acclaimed  別告訴她 (The Farewell),   

directed by Lulu Wang. Tickets will be available at the library beginning September 3. See next page 

for all the details! 

Genealogy Club: The library provides a time and space on the second Tuesday of the month at 

4:30pm, for family history enthusiasts to convene and share tips, advice and stories. Everyone is  

welcome to attend drop-in meetings -- no registration required. The club resumes September 10, and 

continues on the second Tuesday of each month. Ancestry.ca is now available for public use (in the 

library or via the library WiFi only).  

Armchair Travel & Local History: both ser ies will return in October . 

Adult Craft Programs: Check out our website for information about our regular and special craft 

programming for adults. Card making, jewellery nights, knitting and more! 

Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  fall programs will take place on Wednesday, 

September 4 at 10am. Call us to visit the library to register. Please be advised that most classes fill 

within the first half hour. Visit our website for days and times for each age group. 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe and 

area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe City Cin-

emas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We acknowledge and   

appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before the 

film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. 

All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to 

the library.  

Concession available! 

SEPT 18~ 別告訴她 (THE FAREWELL), DIRECTED BY LULU WANG  

 
In this funny, uplifting tale based on an actual lie, Chinese-born, U.S.-raised Billi (Awkwafina) reluctantly returns to Changchun to 
find that, although the whole family knows their beloved matriarch, Nai-Nai, has been given mere weeks to live, everyone has 
decided not to tell Nai Nai herself. To assure her happiness, they gather under the joyful guise of an expedited wedding, uniting 
family members scattered among new homes abroad. As Billi navigates a minefield of family expectations and proprieties, she 
finds there’s a lot to celebrate: a chance to rediscover the country she left as a child, her grandmother’s wondrous spirit, and the 
ties that keep on binding even when so much goes unspoken. With The Farewell, writer/director Lulu Wang has created a heartfelt 
celebration of both the way we perform family and the way we live it, masterfully interweaving a gently humorous depiction of the 
good lie in action with a richly moving story of how family can unite and strengthen us, often in spite of ourselves.   
 
United States  // 98 min // Mandarin with English subtitles // Rated: PG 
 
Palm Springs International Film Festival winner of Director to Watch; Sundance London winner of Audience Favourite  
Rated 99% fresh by critics on rottentomatoes.com   
 
 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: 

lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Nottingham by Nathan Makaryk  
England, 1191. King Richard is half a world away, fighting for God and his own ambition. Back home, his  
country languishes, bankrupt and on the verge of anarchy. People with power are running unchecked. People 
without are growing angry. And in Nottingham, one of the largest shires in England, the sheriff seems intent on 
doing nothing about it. As the leaves turn gold in the Sherwood Forest, the lives of six people--Arable, a servant 
girl with a secret, Robin and William, soldiers running from their pasts, Marion, a noblewoman working for 
change, Guy of Gisbourne, Nottingham's beleaguered guard captain, and Elena Gamwell, a brash, ambitious thief
--become intertwined. And a strange story begins to spread . . .  Both a gripping historical epic and fascinating 
deconstruction of the Robin Hood legend, Nottingham mixes history and myth into a complex study of power--
one that twists and turns far beyond the traditional tale of Sherwood Forest's iconic thief.  
 
 
Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead by Olga Tokarczuk, translated by Antonia Lloyd-Jones 
In a remote Polish village, Janina devotes the dark winter days to studying astrology, translating the poetry of 
William Blake, and taking care of the summer homes of wealthy Warsaw residents. Her reputation as a crank and 
a recluse is amplified by her not-so-secret preference for the company of animals over humans. Then a neighbor, 
Big Foot, turns up dead. Soon other bodies are discovered, in increasingly strange circumstances. As suspicions 
mount, Janina inserts herself into the investigation, certain that she knows whodunit. If only anyone would pay 
her mind… A deeply satisfying thriller cum fairy tale, Drive Y our Plow over the Bones of the Dead is a         
provocative exploration of the murky borderland between sanity and madness, justice and tradition, autonomy 
and fate. Whom do we deem sane? it asks. Who is worthy of a voice? Winner of the Man Booker International 
Prize 
 
A Keeper by Graham Norton  
When Elizabeth Keane returns to Ireland after her mother’s death, she’s focused only on saying goodbye to that 
dark and dismal part of her life. Her childhood home is packed solid with useless junk, her mother’s presence 
already fading. But within this mess, she discovers a small stash of letters—and ultimately, the truth. Forty years 
earlier, a young woman stumbles from a remote stone house, the night quiet except for the constant wind that 
encircles her as she hurries deeper into the darkness away from the cliffs and the sea. She has no sense of where 
she is going, only that she must keep on.            
 
 
 
 

The Doll Factory by Elizabeth Macneal 
London. 1850. The Great Exhibition is being erected in Hyde Park and among the crowd watching the spectacle 
two people meet. For Iris, an aspiring artist, it is the encounter of a moment – forgotten seconds later, but for  
Silas, a collector entranced by the strange and beautiful, that meeting marks a new beginning. When Iris is asked 
to model for pre-Raphaelite artist Louis Frost, she agrees on the condition that he will also teach her to paint.  
Suddenly her world begins to expand, to become a place of art and love. 
But Silas has only thought of one thing since their meeting, and his obsession is darkening . . .  . An intoxicating 
story of art, obsession and possession. 
 
 
 
 
Night of Power by Anar Ali  
 It's 1998. And Mansoor Visram has lived in Canada for 25 years, ever since dictator Idi Amin expelled South 
Asians from Uganda. As a refugee with a wife and child, Mansoor has tried his best to recreate the life they once 
had, but starting over in Canada has been much harder than he expected. He's worked as a used car salesman, as a 
gas station attendant, and now he runs a small dry cleaner in suburban Calgary. But he's hatching plans for a   
father and son empire that will bring back the wealth and status the Visrams enjoyed in Uganda. The problem is, 
his son Ashif does not share his dreams, and he's moved across the country to get away from his father. He's a 
rising star at a multi-national corporation in Toronto, on the cusp of a life-changing promotion, but he can't seem 
to forget his girlfriend from long ago. Mansoor's wife, Layla, has spent the past decade running her own home 
cooking business and trying to hold her family together. But Ashif rarely comes home to visit and Mansoor's 
pride has almost ruined their marriage. As the fissures that began generations ago--and continents away--

reappear, Mansoor, Ashif, and Layla drift further and further apart. On the Night of Power, a night during Ramadan when fates are 
decided for the next year, a terrible accident occurs. Will the Visrams survive this latest tragedy? Night of Power is a heart-
wrenching story of a family in crisis. Gripping and unforgettable, Anar Ali's debut novel vividly illuminates the injustices of      
displacement and the nuances of identity--of losing a home and coming home again.  



Adult Fiction 
 
Kia Abdullah - Take It Back 
Margaret Atwood - The Testaments 
Vivian Barz - Forgotten Bones 
Elizabeth Berg - The Confession Club 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
Katherine Center - Things You Save in a Fire 
Tracy Chevalier - A Single Thread 
Clare Clark - In the Full Light of the Sun 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Lynn Coady - Watching You Without Me 
Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Water Dancer 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
Ben Coes - The Russian 
Bernard Cornwell - Sword of Kings 
Katherine Collette - The Helpline 
Michael Crummey - The Innocents  
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kate Davies - In at the Deep End 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Melissa de la Cruz - The Birthday Girl 
Nicole Dennis-Benn - Patsy 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Meg Donohue - You, Me and the Sea 
Kristin Eiriksdottir - A Fist or a Heart 
Anna Ellory - The Rabbit Girls 
Janet Fitch - Chimes of a Lost Cathedral 
Nicci French - The Lying Room 
Petina Gappah - Out of Darkness, Shining Light 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Philippa Gregory - Tidelands 
Elly Griffiths - Now You See Her 
Martha Grimes - The Old Success 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
Mark Haddon - The Porpoise 
Kristin Harmel - The Winemaker’s Wife 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  
Karen Harper - Dark Storm 
Joanne M. Harris -The Blue Salt Road 
Olivia Hawker - One for the Blackbird, One for the Crow 
Elizabeth Haynes - The Murder of Harriet Monckton 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Alice Hoffman - The World That We Knew 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
C.F. Iggulden - The Sword Saint 
Peter James - The Secret of Cold Hill 
Lisa Jewell - The Family Upstairs 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Sarah Jio - All the Flowers in Paris 
Craig Johnson - Land of Wolves 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Vaseem Khan - Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Karen Kelly - Bethlehem 
T. Kingfisher - The Twisted Ones 
 

 
 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Stephen King - The Institute  
William Kent Krueger - This Tender land 
Gina LaManna - Pretty Guilty Women 
John LeCarre - Agent Running in the Field 
Christy Lefteri - The Beekeeper of Aleppo 
Natasha Lester - The Paris Orphan 
Marc Levy - The Last of the Stanfields 
Vanessa Lillie - Little Voices 
Roselle Lim - Natalie Fan’s Book of Luck and Fortune 
Sara Lovestam - The Truth Behind the Lie 
Katie Lowe - The Furies  
Bianca Marais - If You Want to Make God Laugh 
Karen McBride - Crow Winter 
Seanan McGuire - Rosemary and Rue 
Leila Meacham - Dragonfly 
Heather Morris - Cilka’s Journey 
Jojo Moyes - The Giver of Stars 
Jeff Noon - Slow Motion Ghosts 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Graham Norton - A Keeper 
Tea Obreht - Inland 
Ann O’Brien  - A Tapestry of Treason  
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
Ann Patchett - The Dutch House 
Louise Penny - A Better Man 
Anne Perry - Death in Focus 
Kate Quinn - Ribbons of Scarlet 
E.R. Ramzipoor - The Ventriloquists 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Heather Redmond - Grave Expectations 
Peter Robinson - Many Rivers to Cross 
David Rosenfelt - Dachshund Through the Snow 
Maurice Carlos Ruffin - We Cast a Shadow 
Salman Rushdie - Quichotte 
Trisha Sakhlecha - Your Truth or Mine? 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Absolution 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Alexander McCall Smith - To the Land of Long Lost Friends 
Ali Smith - Spring 
Danielle Steel - Child’s Play 
Soren Sveistrup - The Chesnut Man 
Patrick Taylor - An Irish Country Family 
Charles Todd - A Cruel Deception 
Olga Tokarczuk - Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the 
Dead 
Lisa Unger - The Stranger Inside 
M.G. Vassanji - A Delhi Obsession 
Ruth Ware - The Turn of the Key 
J.M. Winchester - All the Lovely Pieces 
Stuart Woods - Stealth 
 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



On the same page 
Discover new books & authors 

Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 
 
A Parliament of Spies by Cassandra Clark 
Abbess Hildegard may consider herself just a nun with no useful skills or connections, yet her loyalty and          
intelligence have brought her to the attention of King Richard II himself - not the safest place to be, when the king 
has enemies on all sides. As Hildegard wrestles with her role as a spy in the parliament that is hastily gathering at 
Westminster, Cassandra Clark's A Parliament of Spies shows us the human side of history. 
 
 
 

 

If you enjoyed Educated, try: 
 
Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan 
An award-winning memoir and instant bestseller that goes far beyond its riveting medical mystery, Brain on Fire is 
the powerful account of one woman’s struggle to recapture her identity. When twenty-four-year-old Susannah   
Cahalan woke up alone in a hospital room, strapped to her bed and unable to move or speak, she had no memory of 
how she’d gotten there. Days earlier, she had been on the threshold of a new, adult life: at the beginning of her first 
serious relationship and a promising career at a major New York newspaper. Now she was labeled violent,        
psychotic, a flight risk. What happened? In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Cahalan tells the astonishing true 
story of her descent into madness, her family’s inspiring faith in her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t 
happen.   
 
Beyond Belief: My Secret Life Inside Scientology and My Harrowing Escape by Jenna Miscavige Hill, with Lisa 
Pulitzer 
Jenna Miscavige was raised to obey. As niece of the Church of Scientology's leader David Miscavige, she grew up 
at the center of this controversial organization. At 21, she made a break, risking everything she'd ever known and 
loved to leave Scientology once and for all. Now she speaks out about her life, the Church, her escape, going deep 
inside a religion that, for decades, has been the subject of fierce debate and speculation worldwide. This insider 
reveals unprecedented firsthand knowledge of the religion, its rituals and its mysterious leader. From her prolonged 
separation from her parents as a small child to being indoctrinated to serve the Church, from her lack of personal 
freedoms to the organization's emphasis on celebrity recruitment, Jenna goes behind the scenes of Scientology's 
oppressive and alienating culture. Captivating and disturbing, Beyond Belief is an exploration of the limits of    

religion and the lengths to which some went to break free.      
 
I'll Be Gone in the Dark: One Woman's Obsessive Search for the Golden State Killer  by Michelle McNamara  
For more than ten years, a mysterious and violent predator committed fifty sexual assaults in Northern California 
before moving south, where he perpetrated ten sadistic murders. Then he disappeared, eluding capture by multiple 
police forces and some of the best detectives in the area. Three decades later, Michelle McNamara, a true crime 
journalist who created the popular website TrueCrimeDiary.com, was determined to find the violent psychopath 
she called "the Golden State Killer." Michelle pored over police reports, interviewed victims, and embedded herself 
in the online communities that were as obsessed with the case as she was. 
I’ll Be Gone in the Dark—the masterpiece McNamara was writing at the time of her sudden death—offers an   
atmospheric snapshot of a moment in American history and a chilling account of a criminal mastermind and the 
wreckage he left behind. It is also a portrait of a woman’s obsession and her unflagging pursuit of the truth. Framed 

by an introduction by Gillian Flynn and an afterword by her husband, Patton Oswalt, the book was completed by Michelle’s lead 
researcher and a close colleague. Utterly original and compelling, it is destined to become a true crime classic—and may at last  
unmask the Golden State Killer.  

 
Small Fry by Lisa Brennan-Jobs 
Born on a farm and named in a field by her parents--artist Chrisann Brennan and Steve Jobs--Lisa Brennan-Jobs's 
childhood unfolded in a rapidly changing Silicon Valley. When she was young, Lisa's father was a mythical figure 
who was rarely present in her life. As she grew older, her father took an interest in her, ushering her into a new 
world of mansions, vacations, and private schools. His attention was thrilling, but he could also be cold, critical 
and unpredictable. When her relationship with her mother grew strained in high school, Lisa decided to move in 
with her father, hoping he'd become the parent she'd always wanted him to be. Small Fry is Lisa Brennan-Jobs's 
poignant story of a childhood spent between two imperfect but extraordinary homes. Scrappy, wise, and funny, 
young Lisa is an unforgettable guide through her parents' fascinating and disparate worlds. Part portrait of a   
complex family, part love letter to California in the seventies and eighties, Small Fry is an enthralling book by an 
insightful new literary voice. 

 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The River by Peter Heller 
Wynn and Jack have been best friends since freshman orientation, bonded by their shared love of mountains, books, and fishing. 
Wynn is a gentle giant, a Vermont kid never happier than when his feet are in the water. Jack is more rugged, raised on a ranch in 
Colorado where sleeping under the stars and cooking on a fire came as naturally to him as breathing. When they decide to canoe the 
Maskwa River in northern Canada, they anticipate long days of leisurely paddling and picking blueberries, and nights of stargazing 
and reading paperback Westerns. But a wildfire making its way across the forest adds unexpected urgency to the journey. When 
they hear a man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank and decide to warn them about the fire, their search for the pair 
turns up nothing and no one. But: The next day a man appears on the river, paddling alone. Is this the man they heard? And, if he is, 
where is the woman? From this charged beginning, master storyteller Peter Heller unspools a headlong, heart-pounding tale of   
desperate wilderness survival.   
 

Carol 
Feeding My Mother: Comfort and Laughter in the Kitchen as My Mom Lives with Memory Loss by Jann Arden  
Jann Arden moved in to a house just across the way from her parents in rural Alberta to be close to them but also so they could be 
her refuge from the demands of the music business and a performing career. Funny how time works. Since her dad died in 2015, 
Jann cooks for her mom five or six times a week. Her mom finds comfort in her daughter's kitchen, not just in the delicious food but 
also just sitting with her as she cooks. And Jann finds some peace in caring for her mom, even as her mom slowly becomes a 
stranger. "If you told me two years ago that I'd be here," Jann writes, "I wouldn't have believed it. And yet we still fall into so much 
laughter, feel so much insane gladness and joy. It's such a contrast from one minute to the next and it teaches me constantly: it 
makes me stronger and more humble and more empathetic and caring and kind." The many people who are dealing with a loved 
one who is losing it will find inspiration and strength in Jann's wholehearted, loving response and her totally Jann take on the upside
-down world of a daughter mothering her mother. Feeding My Mother is one heck of an affirmation that life just keeps on keeping 
on, and a wonderful example of how you have to roll with it.     
   

Jack 
The Aftermath by Rhidian Brook 
Hamburg, 1946. Thousands remain displaced in what is now the British Occupied Zone. Charged with overseeing the rebuilding of 
this devastated city and the de-Nazification of its defeated people, Colonel Lewis Morgan is requisitioned a fine house on the banks 
of the Elbe, where he will be joined by his grieving wife, Rachael, and only remaining son, Edmund. But rather than force its    
owners, a German widower and his traumatized daughter, to leave their home, Lewis insists that the two families live together. In 
this charged and claustrophobic atmosphere all must confront their true selves as enmity and grief give way to passion and betrayal.  
The Aftermath is a stunning novel about our fiercest loyalties, our deepest desires and the transformative power of forgiveness.       
 

Julie 
Force of Nature by Jane Harper 
Five women reluctantly pick up their backpacks and start walking along a muddy track. Only four come out on the other side.  
The hike through the rugged Giralang Ranges is meant to take the office colleagues out of their air-conditioned comfort zone and 
encourage teamwork and resilience. At least, that's what the corporate retreat website advertises. Federal Police investigator Aaron 
Falk has a keen interest in the whereabouts of the missing hiker, Alice Russell. Because Alice knew secrets, about the company she 
worked for and the people she worked with. The four returning women tell Falk a tale of fear, violence and fractured trust during 
their days in the remote Australian bushland. And as Falk delves into the disappearance of Alice, he begins to suspect some dangers 
ran far deeper than anyone knew.   
 

Kirstin 
Aria by Nazanine Hozar  
It is the early 1950s in a democratic but restless Iran, a country newly powerful with oil wealth but unsettled by class and religious 
divides and by the politics of a larger world hungry (especially the West) for its resources. One night, a humble driver in the Iranian 
army is walking through a rough area of Tehran when he hears a small, pitiful cry. Curious, he searches for the source, and to his 
horror, comes upon a newborn baby abandoned by the side of the road and encircled by ravenous dogs. He snatches up the child--
and forever alters his own destiny and that of the little girl, whom he names Aria. 
Thus begins a stunning and revelatory debut that takes us inside the Iranian revolution--but as seen like never before, through the 
eyes of an orphan girl. The novel is structured around each of the three very different women who find themselves fated to mother 
the lost child: first, the working-class, reckless and self-involved Zahra, married to the kind-hearted soldier; then the wealthy,    
careful and compassionate Fereshteh, who invites Aria into her compound and adopts her as an heir; and finally, Aria's biological 
mother, Mehri, whose new family Aria discovers in adolescence. A final section, "Aria," takes us through the brutal revolution that 
installs the Ayatollah Khomeini as Iran's supreme leader, even as Aria falls in love with a revolutionary and becomes a young  
mother herself.   
 



Mary 
An Anty War Story written and illustrated by Tony Ross 
The only ant with his own name, Douglas is born into the wonderful Antworld and dreams of one day joining the line to hunt out 
food. But his superiors have other plans for him: Douglas is to be a soldier. They tell him his job is all about parading, waving flags 
and wearing a uniform, but Douglas is about to discover that there is no glory in war. A humbling perspective on the First World War 
from master-storyteller and illustrator Tony Ross. 

 
Melvyn 
Hollow Kingdom by Kira Jane Buxton  
S.T., a domesticated crow, is a bird of simple pleasures: hanging out with his owner Big Jim, trading insults with Seattle's wild crows 
(those idiots), and enjoying the finest food humankind has to offer: Cheetos ®. Then Big Jim's eyeball falls out of his head, and S.T. 
starts to feel like something isn't quite right. His most tried-and-true remedies--from beak-delivered beer to the slobbering affection of 
Big Jim's loyal but dim-witted dog, Dennis--fail to cure Big Jim's debilitating malady. S.T. is left with no choice but to abandon his 
old life and venture out into a wild and frightening new world with his trusty steed Dennis, where he discovers that the neighbors are 
devouring each other and the local wildlife is abuzz with rumors of dangerous new predators roaming Seattle. Humanity's extinction 
has seemingly arrived, and the only one determined to save it is a foul-mouthed crow whose knowledge of the world around him 
comes from his TV-watching education. Hollow Kingdom is a humorous, big-hearted, and boundlessly beautiful romp through the 
apocalypse and the world that comes after, where even a cowardly crow can become a hero.  
 

Miranda 
Indian-ish: Recipes and Antics from a Modern American Family by Priya Krishna, photographs by Mackenzie Kelley , illustrated by 
Maria Qamar  
Priya's mom, Ritu, taught herself to cook after moving to the U.S. while also working as a software programmer-her unique creations 
merging the Indian flavors of her childhood with her global travels and inspiration from cooking shows as well as her kids' requests 
for American favorites like spaghetti and PB&Js. The results are approachable and unfailingly delightful, like spiced, yogurt-filled 
sandwiches crusted with curry leaves, or "Indian Gatorade" (a thirst-quenching salty-sweet limeade)-including plenty of simple     
dinners you can whip up in minutes at the end of a long work day. Throughout, Priya's funny and relatable stories-punctuated with 
candid portraits and original illustrations -will bring you up close and personal with the Krishna family and its many quirks.      
 

Sharon 
#taken by Tony Parsons  
When a young mother is kidnapped by unknown assailants, Detective Max Wolfe suddenly has a dangerous job on his hands. As 
Wolfe investigates the connection between the kidnapped woman and the head of a crumbling criminal empire, the hunt takes him 
from New Scotland Yard’s Black Museum to the glittering mansions of career criminals, from sleazy strip joints to secret dungeons, 
and from the murderous hatreds of today to the unspeakable crimes of half a lifetime ago. Why would someone kidnap an innocent 
young woman? As Wolfe plunges deeper and deeper into a world of darkness and vengeance, he begins to wonder if anyone is      
innocent...  
 

Victoria 
The Unhoneymooners by Christina Lauren  
The acclaimed artist Brom brilliantly displays his multiple extraordinary talents in The Child Thief—a spellbinding re-imagining of 
the beloved Peter Pan story that carries readers through the perilous mist separating our world from the realm of Faerie. Brom takes a 
classic children’s tale and turns it inside-out, painting a Neverland that is darker, richer, more complex than innocent world J.M.   
Barrie originally conceived. An ingeniously executed literary feat, illustrated with Brom’s sumptuous artwork, The Child Thief is 
contemporary fantasy at its finest—casting Peter Pan, the Lost Boys, even Captain Hook and his crew in a breathtaking new light.  
 

William 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom 
Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. His job is fixing rides at a seaside     
amusement park. On his 83rd birthday, a tragic accident kills him as he tries to save a little girl from a falling cart. He awakes in the 
afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a destination. It's a place where your life is explained to you by five people, some of 
whom you knew, others who may have been strangers. One by one, from childhood to soldier to old age, Eddie's five people revisit 
their connections to him on earth, illuminating the mysteries of his "meaningless" life, and revealing the haunting secret behind the 
eternal question: "Why was I here?"  



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

Manbiki kazoku (Shoplifters), directed by Hirokazu Koreeda. After one of their shoplifting sessions, Osamu 
and his son come across a little girl in the freezing cold. At first reluctant to shelter the girl, Osamu's wife 
agrees to take care of her after learning of the hardships she faces. Although the family is poor, barely making 
enough money to survive through petty crime, they seem to live happily together until an unforeseen incident 
reveals hidden secrets, testing the bonds that unite them...  
 
 
 
 
 
Fighting With My Family, directed by Stephen Merchant, is a heartwarming comedy based on the incredible 
true story of WWE Superstar Paige. Born into a tight-knit wrestling family, Paige and her brother Zak are  
ecstatic when they get the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to try out for WWE. But when only Paige earns a 
spot in the competitive training program, she must leave her family and face this new, cut-throat world alone. 
Paige's journey pushes her to dig deep, fight for her family, and ultimately prove to the world that what makes 
her different is the very thing that can make her a star.  
 
 
 
 
Todos lo saben (Everybody Knows), directed by Asghar Farhadi. The film follows Laura on her travels from 
Argentina to her small home town in Spain for her sister's wedding, bringing her two children along for the 
occasion. Amid the joyful reunion and festivities, the eldest daughter is abducted. In the tense days that     
follow, various family and community tensions surface and deeply hidden secrets are revealed. A soap      
operatic Spanish kidnapping mystery loaded with great performers showing the ugly, age-old wounds       
reopened by the crime.  
 
 
 
Us, directed by Jordan Peele. Haunted by an unexplainable and unresolved trauma from her past and      
compounded by a string of eerie coincidences, Adelaide feels her paranoia elevate to high-alert as she grows 
increasingly certain that something bad is going to befall her family. After spending a tense beach day with 
their friends, the Tylers (Emmy winner Elisabeth Moss, Tim Heidecker, Cali Sheldon, Noelle Sheldon),    
Adelaide and her family return to their vacation home. When darkness falls, the Wilsons discover the        
silhouette of four figures holding hands as they stand in the driveway, and terror begins... 
 
 
 
 
 
Capernaum, directed by Nadine Labaki. tells the story of Zain, a Lebanese boy who sues his parents for the 
"crime" of giving him life. The film follows Zain, a gutsy streetwise child as he flees his negligent parents, 
survives through his wits on the streets, takes care of Ethiopian refugee Rahil and her baby son, Yonas, being 
jailed for a crime, and finally, seeks justice in a courtroom. Capernaum was made with a cast of non-
professionals playing characters whose lives closely parallel their own. Following her script, Labaki placed 
her performers in scenes and asked them to react spontaneously with their own words and gestures. When the 
non-actors's instincts diverged from the written script, Labaki adapted the screenplay to follow them. While 
steeped in the quiet routines of ordinary people, Capernaum is a film with an expansive palette: without 
warning it can ignite with emotional intensity, surprise with unexpected tenderness, and inspire with flashes 

of poetic imagery. Although it is set in the depths of a society's systematic inhumanity, this is ultimately 
a hopeful film that stirs the heart as deeply as it cries out for action.  
 
 
 

September Spotlight 
All in the Family 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



utumn was almost 
upon the kingdom 
and, as the subjects 
took one last        
holiday, the Royal 

Library was aflood with patrons 
looking for books for last minute 
projects.  The Royal Children were 
getting ready for the new school 
year and their parents were purchas-
ing the necessary supplies.  This 
scribe has found some interesting 
trivia concerning school around the 
world.   
Lady Christina was, once again, 
tending to budget and statistics and 
all those interesting tasks that the Royal Library Manager 
must complete.   Her cat, Sir Thumper, had received a rather 
serious injury but was expected to make a full                   
recovery.  School Trivia:  A school in Germany has been 
built to look like a giant white cat complete with whiskers 
and circular windows for eyes.  The children enter through 
the mouth and the back door is a slide forming the cat's tail. 
Lady Sharon was looking forward to a visit from her        
sister.  She would be crossing the pond the second week of 
September and they would be having some quality family 
time.  School Trivia:  Kids in Japan are the most independent 
in the world.  The travel to school alone, clean their own 
classrooms and bring their lunch that they have prepared 
themselves.  There are no janitors or vending machines in 
the schools. 
Lady Mary was busy preparing for the fall classes after a 
very busy summer. She would miss Lady Morgan but she 
was pleased with the summer program turnout and even 
more pleased to have survived.  School Trivia:  The largest 
school in terms of numbers is The City Montessori School in 
Lucknow, India.  There are more than 32000 students      
attending in 1000 classrooms. 
Lady Miranda had, once again, been camping with her     
family and although a little chilly had an excellent time in 
the Kananaskis country.  Her summer craft programs had 
been well received and she was planning for the coming 
months.  School Trivia:  In Bangaladesh there are 100 boat 
schools.  Each one has internet access, a library and is solar 
powered.  Annual flooding makes roads impassable from 
July to October, leaving hundreds of thousands of students' 
education disrupted.  Hence, the need for boat schools. 
Wizard Melvyn had the artistic task of changing the wall in 
Lady Mary's program room for the upcoming season.  The 
Royal Children always looked forward to the                 
changes.  School Trivia:  A school in the Philippines is made 
entirely from recycled pop bottles.  Over 9000 bottles and 
dozens of volunteers built the school.  Each bottle was filled 
with sand, straw and water and cement was used to stick the 
bottles together. 
Lady Victoria had gone home to the kingdom of Winnipeg to 
visit her parents.  (Or is this yet another cover for a mission 
for CSIS?)  School Trivia:  Kids in Finland do not start 
school until the age of 7, one of the oldest ages to start 
school around the world.  They do, however, have high  
quality daycare and preschools. 
 

Lady Kirstin had celebrated her 
own birthday, as well as the twin's 
birthdays so there was a lot of   
celebrating going on in her    
household.  School Trivia:  The 
children in Holland start school 
exactly on their fourth              
birthday.  This means there is    
always someone new in the     
classroom.  (I wonder if the    
teachers appreciate this?) 
Lady Amy was going to take a little 
holiday in September.  She was 
settling into her new office nicely 
and was very efficient.  School 
Trivia:  Summer vacation in Chili 

starts from mid-December and ends in early March.  They 
have three months away from school.  School officials report 
that relaxed children learn more easily. 
Lady Julie was enjoying the mornings with her faithful   
sidekick Pepper.  The mornings had been quite beautiful 
lately.  School Trivia:  The primary school in                    
Phumachangtang, Tibet is thought to be the highest school in 
the world.  At 5373 metres above sea level, it is 200 metres 
higher than the base camp of Mount Everest. 
Lady Carol, was, as usual, helping Lady Mary with some of 
her program tasks.  She had helped judge the children's     
colouring contest and had a good eye for talent.  She was 
also keeping the stacks in good order.  School                 
Trivia:     Meal-time in French schools is considered part of 
the curriculum.  Kids are expected to learn not only about 
different foods and where they come from but also learn 
good manners and etiquette.  
Sir Jack is to be welcomed to the library staff.  He will be 
filling a position left vacant by the retiring Lady Connie.  He 
is learning quickly and the ladies predict he will be an      
excellent addition to the staff.  School Trivia:  In a remote 
area of Columbia, kids travel to school on a zip-line.  A few 
seconds on the zip-line replaces a 2 hour hike through the 
rain forest.  Younger children must be accompanied by their 
parents on the cable. 
Sir William is also a new addition.  A Red Deer College  
student, he is taking the position of Emma Joy, who against 
all advice, is going to better herself at an institute of ad-
vanced learning.  Sir Willian will be the friendly face you 
see some evenings and Saturdays.  School Trivia:  In Russia, 
children always start school on "Knowledge Day"            
September 1, even if it is a weekend or holiday.  The    
morning starts with the oldest students taking the first    
graders hands and leading them into the school while ringing 
a ceremonial bell. 
The ladies were sad to say good bye to some staff but were 
also glad to welcome Sir Jack and Sir William to the Royal 
Library.  A busy autumn was in store for everyone. 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 

A 

The Library Ladies 


