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The Library will be CLOSED September 4. 

Book Club: For  our  October3 meeting we are reading The Absolute True Story of a Part Time 
Indian by Sherman Alexie. Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his trou-
bled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the 
school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by 
Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native 
American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.    
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe. Films 
will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe 
City Cinemas. See next page for all the details! 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, September  12, 7pm in the LMC: “Africa Through the Eyes of the 
Children,” presented by Warren Kreway. 
 
Local History series:  Thursday, October  26, 7pm in the LMC: “The Barr Colony: Founders of 
Lloydminster,” presented by Joan Fredeen. 
 
Genealogy Club: Are you interested in genealogy but don’t know where to start? Are you work-
ing on your family history and excited to share your tips and findings with other enthusiasts? If so, be 
sure to join us at Genealogy Club! Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month, 4:30pm 
in the library. Next meeting: September 12. 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, September 13&27, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, 
unwind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. This program is 
free to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website 
for upcoming dates. 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  fall programs began Monday, August 21 at 
10am. There are still a few spaces available. Call us or stop by to register. Classes run September 5 
through October 27, and November 6 through December 15. Children will be registered for the 
whole program. There is a one-time fee of $5, or a craft supply donation. Stop by or visit our website 
for information about monthly special events for kids. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 

Armchair Travel Presentations 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available!  

September 20 Their Finest, directed by Lone Scherfig  

 

About the film: “The year is 1940, London. With the nation bowed down by war, the British ministry turns to propaganda films to 

boost morale at home. Realizing their films could use "a woman's touch," the ministry hires Catrin Cole (Gemma Arterton) as a 

scriptwriter in charge of writing the female dialogue. Although her artist husband looks down on her job, Catrin's natural flair 

quickly gets her noticed by cynical, witty lead scriptwriter Buckley (Sam Claflin). Catrin and Buckley set out to make an epic 

feature film based on the Dunkirk rescue starring the gloriously vain, former matinee idol Ambrose Hilliard (Bill Nighy). As 

bombs are dropping all around them, Catrin, Buckley and their colorful cast and crew work furiously to make a film that will 

warm the hearts of the nation.”  

Rated 14A for coarse language and mature content. 

Tickets will be available at the library beginning September 1. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

The Lightkeeper's Daughters by Jean E. Pendziwol 
Though her mind is still sharp, Elizabeth's eyes have failed. No longer able to linger over her beloved books or gaze 
at the paintings that move her spirit, she fills the void with music and memories of her family—a past that suddenly 
becomes all too present when her late father's journals are found amid the ruins of an old shipwreck. With the help 
of Morgan, a delinquent teenager performing community service, Elizabeth goes through the diaries, a journey 
through time that brings the two women closer together. Entry by entry, these unlikely friends are drawn deep into a 
world far removed from their own—to Porphyry Island on Lake Superior, where Elizabeth’s father manned the 
lighthouse seventy years before. As the words on these musty pages come alive, Elizabeth and Morgan begin to 
realize that their fates are connected to the isolated island in ways they never dreamed. While the discovery of Mor-
gan's connection sheds light onto her own family mysteries, the faded pages of the journals hold more questions 

than answers for Elizabeth, and threaten the very core of who she is.  
 
Beren and Lúthien by J.R.R. Tolkien and Christopher Tolkien, illustrated by Alan Lee   
The tale of Beren and Lúthien was, or became, an essential element in the evolution of The Silmarillion, the myths 
and legends of the First Age of the World conceived by J.R.R. Tolkien. Returning from France and the battle of the 
Somme at the end of 1916, he wrote the tale in the following year. Essential to the story, and never changed, is the 
fate that shadowed the love of Beren and Lúthien: for Beren was a mortal man, but Lúthien was an immortal Elf. 
Her father, a great Elvish lord, in deep opposition to Beren, imposed on him an impossible task that he must perform 
before he might wed Lúthien. This is the kernel of the legend; and it leads to the supremely heroic attempt of Beren 
and Lúthien together to rob the greatest of all evil beings, Melkor, called Morgoth, the Black Enemy, of a Silmaril.      
 
 
Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse 
Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days finding and delivering sought-after black market goods to paying cus-
tomers, nights hiding the true nature of her work from her concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning 
her boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front lines when the German army invaded. Her illegal work keeps her 
family afloat, and Hanneke also likes to think of it as a small act of rebellion against the Nazis. On a routine deliv-
ery, a client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat or kerosene, Hanneke is 
shocked by the older woman’s frantic plea to find a person: a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who 
has vanished without a trace from a secret room. Hanneke initially wants nothing to do with such a dangerous task 
but is ultimately drawn into a web of mysteries and stunning revelations—where the only way out is through. Beau-

tifully written, intricately plotted, and meticulously researched, Girl in the Blue Coat is an extraordinary, unforgettable story of 
bravery, grief, and love in impossible times.  

 
The Bedlam Stacks by Natasha Pulley  
In 1859, ex-East India Company smuggler Merrick Tremayne is trapped at home in Cornwall after sustaining an 
injury that almost cost him his leg and something is wrong; a statue moves, his grandfather’s pines explode, and his 
brother accuses him of madness. When the India Office recruits Merrick for an expedition to fetch quinine—
essential for the treatment of malaria—from deep within Peru, he knows it’s a terrible idea. Nearly every able-
bodied expeditionary who’s made the attempt has died, and he can barely walk. But Merrick is desperate to escape 
everything at home, so he sets off, against his better judgment, for a tiny mission colony on the edge of the Amazon 
where a salt line on the ground separates town from forest. Anyone who crosses is killed by something that watches 
from the trees, but somewhere beyond the salt are the quinine woods, and the way around is blocked. Surrounded by 

local stories of lost time, cursed woods, and living rock, Merrick must separate truth from fairytale and find out what befell the last 
expeditions; why the villagers are forbidden to go into the forest; and what is happening to Raphael, the young priest who seems to 
have known Merrick’s grandfather, who visited Peru many decades before. The Bedlam Stacks is the story of a profound friendship 
that grows in a place that seems just this side of magical.  

 
Bibliomysteries edited by Otto Penzler 
If you open your dictionary, you will discover that there is no such word as “bibliomystery.” However, most mys-
tery readers know that the word refers to a mystery story that involves the world of books: a bookshop, a rare vol-
ume, a library, a collector, or a bookseller. The stories in this unique collection were commissioned by Otto Penzler, 
owner of the Mysterious Bookshop in New York City. They were written by some of the mystery genre’s most dis-
tinguished authors. Tough guys like Ken Bruen, Reed Farrel Coleman, Loren D. Estleman, and Mickey Spillane and 
Max Allan Collins. Bestsellers like Nelson DeMille, Anne Perry, and Jeffery Deaver. Edgar winners such as C. J. 
Box, Thomas H. Cook, and Laura Lippman. Here you will discover Sigmund Freud dealing with an unwelcome 
visitor; Columbo confronting a murderous bookseller; a Mexican cartel kingpin with a fatal weakness for rare 
books; and deadly secrets deep in the London Library; plus books with hidden messages, beguiling booksellers, 

crafty collectors, and a magical library that is guaranteed to enchant you.  



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

On a Theme: Teachers 
 
The Piano Teacher by Janice Y.K. Lee  
Exotic Hong Kong takes center stage in this sumptuous novel, set in the 1940s and '50s. It's a city teeming with peo-
ple, sights, sounds, and smells, and it's home to a group of foreign nationals who enjoy the good life among the local 
moneyed set, in a tight-knit social enclave distanced from the culture at large. Comfortable, clever, and even a bit 
dazzling, they revel in their fancy dinners and fun parties. But their sheltered lives take an abrupt turn after the Japa-
nese occupation, and though their reactions are varied -- denial, resistance, submission -- the toll it takes on all is 
soon laid bare. Enter Claire Pendleton from London. Months after her husband is transferred to Hong Kong in 1951, 
she accepts a position as a piano teacher to the daughter of a wealthy couple, the Chens. Claire begins to see the 
appeal of the sweltering city and is soon taken in by the Chen's driver, the curiously underutilized Will Truesdale. A 
handsome charmer with a mysterious limp, Will appears to be the perfect companion for Claire, who's often left to 

her own devices. But a further examination leaves her with more questions than answers. An intricately woven tale of lives changed 
by historical events, Lee's debut brings this hothouse flower of a city alive with passion, and imagines characters both unforgettable 
and tragic.         

 
Night Train to Lisbon by Pascal Mercier, translated by Barbara Harshav 
Night Train to Lisbon is an astonishing novel, a compelling exploration of consciousness, the possibility of truly 
understanding another person, and the ability of language to define our very selves. Raimund Gregorius is a Latin 
teacher at a Swiss college who one day—after a chance encounter with a mysterious Portuguese woman—abandons 
his old life to start a new one. He takes the night train to Lisbon and carries with him a book by Amadeu de Prado, a 
(fictional) Portuguese doctor and essayist whose writings explore the ideas of loneliness, mortality, death, friend-
ship, love, and loyalty. Gregorius becomes obsessed by what he reads and restlessly struggles to comprehend the life 
of the author. His investigations lead him all over the city of Lisbon, as he speaks to those who were entangled in 
Prado’s life. Gradually, the picture of an extraordinary man emerges—a doctor and poet who rebelled against Sala-

zar’s dictatorship.        
 
A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines  
A Lesson Before Dying is set in a small Cajun community in the late 1940s. Jefferson, a young black man, is an 
unwitting party to a liquor store shoot out in which three men are killed; the only survivor, he is convicted of murder 
and sentenced to death. Grant Wiggins, who left his hometown for the university, has returned to the plantation 
school to teach. As he struggles with his decision whether to stay or escape to another state, his aunt and Jefferson's 
godmother persuade him to visit Jefferson in his cell and impart his learning and his pride to Jefferson before his 
death. In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both come to understand the simple heroism of resisting and 
defying the expected.        
 
 
The Bullet by Mary Louise Kelly 
Caroline Cashion, a professor of French literature at Georgetown University, is stunned when an MRI reveals that 
she has a bullet lodged near the base of her skull. It makes no sense: she has never been shot. She has no entry 
wound. No scar. When she confronts her parents, they initially profess bewilderment. Then, over the course of one 
awful evening, she learns the truth: she was adopted when she was three years old, after her real parents were mur-
dered in cold blood. Caroline had been there the night of the attack, and she was hit by a single gunshot to the neck. 
Buried too deep among vital nerves and blood vessels, the surgeons had left it, and stitched up the traumatized little 
girl with the bullet still inside. That was thirty-four years ago. Now, Caroline returns to her hometown to learn what-
ever she can about who her parents were and why they died. Along the way she meets a cop who worked the case, 
who reveals that even after all these years, the police do not have enough evidence to nail their suspect. The killer is 

still at large. Caroline is in danger: the bullet in her neck could identify the murderer, and he'll do anything to keep it out of the po-
lice hands. Now Caroline will have to decide: run for her life, or stay and fight?  

 
The Lost Book of the Grail by Charlie Lovett 
Arthur Prescott is happiest when surrounded by the ancient books and manuscripts of the Barchester Cathedral 
library. Increasingly, he feels like a fish out of water among the concrete buildings of the University of Barchester, 
where he works as an English professor. His one respite is his time spent nestled in the library, nurturing his secret 
obsession with the Holy Grail and researching his perennially unfinished guidebook to the medieval cathedral. But 
when a beautiful young American named Bethany Davis arrives in Barchester charged with the task of digitizing 
the library's manuscripts, Arthur's tranquility is broken. Appalled by the threat modern technology poses to the 
library he loves, he sets out to thwart Bethany, only to find in her a kindred spirit with a similar love for knowledge 
and books and a fellow Grail fanatic. Bethany soon joins Arthur in a quest to find the lost Book of Ewolda, the 
ancient manuscript telling the story of the cathedral's founder. And when the future of the cathedral itself is threat-

ened, Arthur and Bethany's search takes on grave importance, leading the pair to discover secrets about the cathedral, about the 
Grail, and about themselves.  
   



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Ayobami Adebayo - Stay With Me   
Robert Bradley Abraham - Magicians 
Impossible  
V.S. Alexander - Taster 
Katherine Arden - The Girl in the Tower 
Jeffrey Archer - Tell Tale 
David Baldacci - End Game 
Linwood Barclay - The Twenty-Three   
Diksha Basu  - Delhi Riche  
M.C. Beaton - Death of an Honest Man 
Chloe Benjamin - Immortalists 
Elizabeth Berg - The Story of Arthur 
Truluv  
Steve Berry - The Lost Order  
Rhys Bowen - Ghost of Christmas Past 
John Boyne - The Heart’s Invisible Furies 
Alan Bradley - A Grave’s a Fine and Pri-
vate Place  
Patricia Briggs - Silence Fallen  
Dan Brown - Origin 
Ken Bruen - Merrick  
Edna Buchananan - Dead Man’s Daughter  
James Lee Burke - Jealous Kid  
Shannon Burke - Into the Savage Country  
Tom Calloghan - Killing Winter  
W. Bruce Cameron - Dog’s Way Home  
Andrea Camilleri - Pyramid of Mud  
Lee Child - The Midnight Line  
Carol Higgins Clark - Knocked  
Ann Cleeves - The Seagull  
Margaret Coel  - Man Who Fell from the 
Sky  
Genevieve Cogman - The Lost Plot 
Michael Connelly - The Wrong Side of 
Goodbye  
Bernard Cornwell - Fools and Mortals 
Colin Cotterill - Rat Catchers Olympics  
Fiona Davis - The Address 
Brian Doyle - The Adventures of John 
Carson in Several Quarters of the World  
Roddy Doyle - Smile  
Brendan Duffy - House of Echoes  
Will Ferguson - The Shoe on the Roof 
Charles Finch - The Woman in the Water  
Ellen Feldman - Terrible Virtue  
Jonathan Safran Foer - Here I Am  
Ken Follett - Column of Fire  
Michelle Gable - I’ll See You in Paris  
Neil Gaiman - American Gods 
Roxane Gay  - Difficult Women  
John Freeman Gill - Gargoyle Hunters  
Barbara Gowdy - Little Sister  
Heather Graham - Darkest Journey  
Sam Graham-Felsen - Green 
Shelley Shepard Gray - Her Secret  
Ely Griffiths - Blood Card 
Charlaine Harris - Sleep Like a Baby 
Robert Harris - Conclave  
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - One Under  
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - Star Fall  
 

 
 
Nadia Hashimi - House With No Win-
dows  
Terry Hayes - The Year of the Locust  
Kevin Hearne - Plague of Giants 
Mark Henshaw - Fall of Moscow Station  
Keigo Higashino - Detective Galileo  
Elin Hilderbrand  - Winter Storms  
Tami Hoag - Boy  
Alice Hoffman  - Rules of Magic 
Kay Hooper  - Wait for the Dark  
Sue Ann Jaffarian  - Ghosts of Misty Hol-
low  
P.D. James - Sleep No More 
J.A. Jance - Downfall  
Maureen Jennings - Dead Ground in Be-
tween  
Cynthia Kadohata - Place I Belong 
Hannah Kent - The Good People 
Lars Kepler - Rabbit Hunter 
Marian Keyes - Break 
Stephen King - Sleeping Beauties 
Danya Kukafka - Girl in Snow  
Dean Koontz - Secret Forest  
Lawrence H. Levy - Last Stop Brooklyn 
Debbie Macomber - Sweet Tomorrow  
George R.R. Martin - Mystery Knight  
Debbie Macomber - Merry & Bright 
Peter May - Cast Iron 
Val McDermid - The Last Temptation  
Andy McDermott  - Kingdom of Darkness  
Martin McInnes - Infinite Ground 
Teresa Messineo - Fire by Night  
Louisa Morgan - Secret History of Witch-
es 
Celeste Ng - Little Fires Everywhere 
James Oswald - Prayer for the Dead  
John Pielmeier - Hook's Tale  
Orhan Pamuk - The Red-Haired Woman  
Janet Peery - The Exact Nature of Our 
Wrongs 
Louise Penny - Glass Houses 
Anne Perry - Murder on the Serpentine  
Anne Perry - Echo of Murder 
Ruth Rendell - Dark Corners  
Candace Robb - Service of the Dead  
J.D. Robb - Brotherhood in Death  
Nora Roberts - Year One 
Peter Robinson - Sleeping in the Ground 
Arundhati Roy - Ministry of Utmost Hap-
piness  
Salman Rushdie - Golden House 
John Sandford - Deep Freeze  
Lisa Scottoline - Exposed  
Lionel Shriver - Mandibles  
Karin Slaughter - Good Daughter  
Mickey Spillane - Big Showdown  
Elizabeth Strout - Anything is Possible  
Andrea Thalasinos - Fly by Night  
Brad Thor - Foreign Agent 
Roberto Tiraboschi - Apothecary's Shop  
Charles Todd - Casualty of War 

 
 
Fred Vargas - Ice Age  
Mary Walsh - Crying for the Moon  
Alison Weir - Katherine of Aragon  
Iona Whishaw - Death in a Darkening 
Mist  
Randy Wayne White - Deep Blue  

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Blood Brothers: The Story of the Strange 
Friendship between Sitting Bull and Buf-
falo Bill by Deanne Stillman 
Original Highways: Travelling the Great 
Rivers of Canada by Roy MacGregor  
Sweet by Yotem Ottoleghi 
Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, 
and Hard Truths in a Northern City by  
Tanya Talaga 
Feeding My Mother: Comfort and Laugh-
ter in the Kitchen as My Mom Lives with 
Memory Loss Hardcover by Jann Arden 
Quackery: A Brief History of the Worst 
Ways to Cure Everything Hardcover by 
Lydia Kang & Nate Pedersen  
5 Ingredients: Quick & Easy Food by Ja-
mie Oliver 
Where I Live Now: A Journey Through 
Love & Loss to Healing and Hope by 
Sharon Butala 
From Holmes to Sherlock by Michael 
Gallagher 
From Oral to Written: A Celebration of 
Native Canadian Literature, 1980-2010 by 
Tomson Highway 
Along the Western Front by Leah Hennel 
River of Time by Naomi Judd 
North of Familiar by Terry Milos  
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Into the Water by Paula Hawkins  
A single mother turns up dead at the bottom of the river that runs through town. Earlier in the summer, a vulnerable teenage girl 
met the same fate. They are not the first women lost to these dark waters, but their deaths disturb the river and its history, dredging 
up secrets long submerged. Left behind is a lonely fifteen-year-old girl. Parentless and friendless, she now finds herself in the care 
of her mother's sister, a fearful stranger who has been dragged back to the place she deliberately ran from—a place to which she 
vowed she'd never return. With the same propulsive writing and acute understanding of human instincts that captivated millions of 
readers around the world in her explosive debut thriller, The Girl on the Train, Paula Hawkins delivers an urgent, twisting, deeply 
satisfying read that hinges on the deceptiveness of emotion and memory, as well as the devastating ways that the past can reach a 
long arm into the present. Beware a calm surface—you never know what lies beneath.      

 
Arlene 
Raven Black by Ann Cleeves  
Raven Black begins on New Year’s Eve with a lonely outcast named Magnus Tait, who stays home waiting for visitors who never 
come. But the next morning the body of a murdered teenage girl is discovered nearby, and suspicion falls on Magnus. Inspector 
Jimmy Perez enters an investigative maze that leads deeper into the past of the Shetland Islands than anyone wants to go.           

 
Connie 
Lavender Lies by Susan Wittig Albert  
Texas herbalist China Bayles must put her upcoming nuptials on the back burner when a murder investigation entangles her friends 
and neighbors.     
 

Emma Joy 
Scrappy Little Nobody by Anna Kendrick  
Even before she made a name for herself on the silver screen, Anna Kendrick was unusually small, weird, and “10 percent defi-
ant.” At the ripe age of thirteen, she had already resolved to “keep the crazy inside my head where it belonged. Forever. But here’s 
the thing about crazy: It. Wants. Out.” In Scrappy Little Nobody, she invites readers inside her brain, sharing extraordinary and 
charmingly ordinary stories with candor and winningly wry observations. With her razor-sharp wit, Anna recounts the absurdities 
she’s experienced on her way to and from the heart of pop culture as only she can—from her unusual path to the performing arts 
(Vanilla Ice and baggy neon pants may have played a role) to her double life as a middle-school student who also starred on 
Broadway to her initial “dating experiments” (including only liking boys who didn’t like her back) to reviewing a binder full of 
butt doubles to her struggle to live like an adult woman instead of a perpetual “man-child.” Enter Anna’s world and follow her rise 
from “scrappy little nobody” to somebody who dazzles on the stage, the screen, and now the page—with an electric, singular 
voice, at once familiar and surprising, sharp and sweet, funny and serious (well, not that serious).       
 

Julie 
Bones of the Hills by Conn Iggulden 
Genghis Khan, risen from outcast to ruler has united battling tribes, but faces troubles. Emissaries are tortured and killed. Trade 
route efforts are violently rebuffed. The Mongolian army is stretched to the furthest corners of Khan's realm, and destruction 
looms.   
 

Kirstin 
Tine of Wonder by Robert McCloskey 
The spell of rain, gulls, a foggy morning, the excitement of sailing, the quiet of the night, the sudden terror of a hurricane, and the 
peace of a Maine island as a family packs up to leave are shown in poetic language and vibrant, evocative pictures.         
 
 
 
 



Mary 
The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz, illustrated by Hatem Aly  
1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. Their adventures 
take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. 
On the run to escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being burned, their quest drives them forward 
to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if these children can perform the miracles of saints. 
Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who has fled his burning village; and Jeanne, a peas-
ant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are accompanied by Jeanne's loyal greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently brought back 
from the dead. Told in multiple voices, in a style reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales, our narrator collects their stories and the saga 
of these three unlikely allies begins to come together. The critically acclaimed The Inquisitor's Tale is bold storytelling that’s richly 
researched and adventure-packed. A 2017 Newbery Honor Book  
 

Melvyn 
Wild Comfort by Kathleen Dean Moore  
In an effort to make sense of the deaths in quick succession of several loved ones, Kathleen Dean Moore turned to the comfort of the 
wild, making a series of excursions into ancient forests, wild rivers, remote deserts, and windswept islands to learn what the envi-
ronment could teach her in her time of pain. This book is the record of her experiences. It’s a stunning collection of carefully ob-
served accounts of her life—tracking otters on the beach, cooking breakfast in the desert, canoeing in a snow squall, wading among 
migrating salmon in the dark—but it is also a profound meditation on the healing power of nature.  
 

Miranda 
The Garden of Small Beginnings by Abbi Waxman    
Lilian Girvan has been a single mother for three years—ever since her husband died in a car accident. One mental breakdown and 
some random suicidal thoughts later, she’s just starting to get the hang of this widow thing. She can now get her two girls to school, 
show up to work, and watch TV like a pro. The only problem is she’s becoming overwhelmed with being underwhelmed. At least 
her textbook illustrating job has some perks—like actually being called upon to draw whale genitalia. Oh, and there’s that vegetable-
gardening class her boss signed her up for. Apparently being the chosen illustrator for a series of boutique vegetable guides means 
getting your hands dirty, literally. Wallowing around in compost on a Saturday morning can’t be much worse than wallowing 
around in pajamas and self-pity. After recruiting her kids and insanely supportive sister to join her, Lilian shows up at the Los Ange-
les Botanical Garden feeling out of her element. But what she’ll soon discover—with the help of a patient instructor and a quirky 
group of gardeners—is that into every life a little sun must shine, whether you want it to or not… .   
 

Sharon 
Mermaid’s Scream by Kate Ellis 
Why did Wynn Staniland, a legend in the literary world, suddenly become a recluse in the 1980s? Most assumed he stopped writing 
because of his wife's bizarre suicide; a death that mirrored a murder case from the nineteenth century. And now a promising young 
author called Zac Wilkinson is working on Staniland's biography and hopes to reveal the true story to a waiting world - while at the 
same time keeping his own troubled past hidden from public view. When Wilkinson is found brutally murdered, DI Wesley Peterson 
finds links to the unexplained poisoning of a middle-aged couple at a local caravan park - and Wynn Staniland appears to be the 
connection. As Wesley delves further into the case he suspects a sinister puppet show might provide the solution: a grim re-
enactment of the murder of Mary Field, a cause celebre from the reign of Queen Victoria that inspired Staniland's best-known novel. 
The case becomes personal for Wesley when he discovers his son is involved, and as he begins to unravel decades of secrets and 
deception, the shocking truth proves almost too much to bear . . . .    
 

Victoria 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzi Lee 
Henry “Monty” Montague was born and bred to be a gentleman, but he was never one to be tamed. The finest boarding schools in 
England and the constant disapproval of his father haven’t been able to curb any of his roguish passions—not for gambling halls, 
late nights spent with a bottle of spirits, or waking up in the arms of women or men. But as Monty embarks on his Grand Tour of 
Europe, his quest for a life filled with pleasure and vice is in danger of coming to an end. Not only does his father expect him to take 
over the family’s estate upon his return, but Monty is also nursing an impossible crush on his best friend and traveling companion, 
Percy. Still it isn’t in Monty’s nature to give up. Even with his younger sister, Felicity, in tow, he vows to make this yearlong esca-
pade one last hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to Rome. But when one of Monty’s reckless decisions turns their trip 
abroad into a harrowing manhunt that spans across Europe, it calls into question everything he knows, including his relationship 
with the boy he adores.      



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
I am Not Your Negro, directed by James Baldwin & Raoul Peck. In 1979, James Baldwin wrote a letter to his literary 
agent describing his next project, Remember This House. The book was to be a revolutionary, personal account of the 
lives and successive assassinations of three of his close friends-Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
At the time of Baldwin's death in 1987, he left behind only thirty completed pages of his manuscript. Now, in his incen-
diary new documentary, master filmmaker Raoul Peck envisions the book James Baldwin never finished. The result is a 
radical, up-to-the-minute examination of race in America, using Baldwin's original words and flood of rich archival 
material. I Am Not Y our Negro is a journey into black history that connects the past of the Civil Rights movement to 
the present of #BlackLivesMatter. It is a film that questions black representation in Hollywood and beyond. And, ulti-

mately, by confronting the deeper connections between the lives and assassination of these three leaders, Baldwin and Peck have pro-
duced a work that challenges the very definition of what America stands for.   

 
Lo and Behold: Reveries of the Connected World, directed by Werner Herzog, brings his distinctive documentarian 
gifts to bear on a timely topic with typically thought-provoking results. In his latest documentary, Oscar-nominated 
Herzog chronicles the virtual world from its origins to its outermost reaches, exploring the digital landscape with the 
same curiosity and imagination he previously trained on earthly destinations. Herzog leads viewers on a journey 
through a series of provocative conversations that reveal the ways in which the online world has transformed how virtu-
ally everything in the real world works - from business to education, space travel to healthcare, and the very heart of 
how we conduct our personal relationships.  
 
 
Les Saisons (Seasons), directed by Jacques Cluzaud and Jacques Perrin. After traveling the world alongside migrating 
birds and diving the oceans in acclaimed nature documentaries, Winged Migrations and Oceans, Jacques Perrin and 
Jacques Cluzaud return to the lush green forests that emerged across Europe following the last Ice Age. Winter had 
gone on for 80,000 years when, in a short period of time the ice retreated, the landscape metamorphosed, the cycle of 
seasons was established and the beasts occupied their new kingdom. Seasons, with its exceptional footage of animals in 
the wild, is the awe-inspiring and thought-provoking tale of the long shared history that binds humankind with the natu-
ral world.   
 
Yarn, directed by Una Lorenzen, Thordur Jonsson and Heather Millard. Meet the artists who are redefining the tradi-
tion of knit and crochet, bringing yarn out of the house and into the world. Reinventing our relationship with this color-
ful tradition, Y arn weaves together wool graffiti artists, circus performers, and structural designers into a visually-
striking look at the women who are making a creative stance while building one of modern art's hottest trends.   
 

 

 

 

Coming Soon 
 
Dancer, directed by Steven Cantor. Ukrainian-born "bad boy of ballet" Sergei Polunin became the Royal Ballet's 
youngest ever principal dancer at age 19. But two years later - at the height of his success - he walked away from it all, 
resolving to give up dance entirely. Dancer tracks the life of this iconoclastic virtuoso, from his prodigal beginnings in 
the Ukraine to his awe-inspiring performances in the U.K., Russia, and eventually the U.S., where he went viral after 
David LaChapelle filmed him dancing to Hozier's "Take Me to Church." Yet beyond celebrating the raw talent and wild 
ambition of Polunin, Dancer considers how wealth and success may not be enough when it comes to finding personal 
and professional identity.  
  
 
Life Animated, directed by Roger Ross Williams. The inspirational story of Owen Suskind, a young man who was una-
ble to speak as a child until he and his family discovered a unique way to communicate by immersing themselves in the 
world of classic Disney animated films. This emotional coming-of-age story follows Owen as he graduates to adulthood 
and takes his first steps toward independence.   
 
 
 
 

 

September Spotlight 

DOCUMENTARIES: NEW & COMING SOON 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



ummer was waning but 
the weather wizards 
were still keeping the 
temperatures well 

above normal.  The subjects 
were harvesting their gardens 
and some of the crops were al-
most ready to be taken off.  The 
subjects had enjoyed the Royal 
Library this summer.  There had 
been programs for the children 
and contests for the adults.  This 
scribe has done some research 
and what follows are some in-
teresting and peculiar trivia 
facts. 
 
Lady Christina had not taken 
her holidays in the summer 
months but would be having 
some time off this month.  She had enjoyed a concert by 
One Republic.  Trivia:  At Fat Burger you can order the 
Hypocrite Burger; a veggie burger topped with bacon. 
 
Lady Connie had taken some time off to stay and assist 
her mother.  She had needed a holiday after all the books 
that were donated for the book sale in July.  Trivia: 
Fredric Baur invented the Pringles can and upon his death 
in 2008 he was cremated and his ashes placed in a Pringles 
can. 
 
Lady Sharon was getting ready for a trip home across the 
pond to the realm of Northern Ireland where she would 
attend the wedding of her niece.  Her sister would come to 
Canada first and they would travel back together.  Trivia:  
On Good Friday, in 1930 the BBC reported that there was 
“no news” and played piano music instead.  (Wouldn’t 
that be a treat!) 
 
Lady Mary was planning her programs for the fall session 
and also trying to create some beautiful pottery.  Such a 
challenge!  (the pottery not the programs)  Trivia: The 
computer mouse was originally going to be called; “The X
-Y Position Indicator for a Display System”. 
 
Lady Miranda had been busy all summer with excellent 
contests and reading challenges for the adults.  This was 
interspersed with holidays with her family.  Trivia:  Wil-
liam Faulkner was once invited to the White House to eat 
with John F. Kennedy but refused because; “a 100 miles 
was a long way to go just to eat.” 
 
Wizard Melvyn had just finished another masterpiece of 
decorating in the Children’s Program Room for the fall 
session.  Trivia:  Editor Bennett Cerf challenged Dr. Seuss 
to write a book in 50 words.  The result was “Green Eggs 
and Ham”. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Victoria was sighted on 
just a few occasions by this 
scribe, just enough to know 
that she was still at the library.  
Trivia:  In 1907, the Kelloggs 
Cereal company offered a free 
box of Corn Flakes if a woman 
would wink at her grocer. 
 
Lady Kirstin would be coming 
back to work in October and 
the ladies looked forward to 
her return.  Trivia:  Johnny 
Cash’s song “A Boy Named 
Sue” was penned by famous 
children’s author Shel Silver-
stein. 
 
Lady Amy had been very busy 
having fun.  She had gone to 

B.C. with her husband, had a motorcycle rally with her 
friends and went to a K.D. Lang concert with her sister.  
Trivia:  Belmont University offered a course called; Oh 
Look a Chicken! Embracing Distraction as a Way of 
Knowing. 
 
Lady Julie had taken a road trip north for her holidays and 
had been hampered by the smoke from the forest fires on 
her way home.  Trivia:  The inventor of the AK-47 wished 
that he had invented something that would have been help-
ful to farmers like a ride’m lawn mower.  
 
Lady Arlene had gone on a visiting holiday and had re-
ported a very relaxing time.  Trivia:  Singer Carly Simon’s 
dad is the Simon in Simon and Schuster publishing having 
cofounded the company. 
 
Lady Emma Joy would be going back to her Institute of 
Learning but would still keep working at the Royal Li-
brary.  Trivia:  M and M’s stands for Mars and Murries, 
the last names of the candy’s founders. 
 
Lady Morgan was heading back to university for her sec-
ond year of studies.  She would be missed as she had done 
an excellent job helping Lady Mary with the children’s 
programs.  Trivia: Before settling on the seven dwarf’s 
names that we know today, Disney considered Chesty, 
Tubby, Burpy, Hickey, Wheezy and Awful. 
 
As fall approaches, remember, the Royal Library has all 
the information you need to prepare for the season. 
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 

S The Library Ladies 


