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The Library will be CLOSED Monday, October 8, and will be closed early at 5pm on Thursday,  
October 11. 
 
Book Launch: Thur sday, October  4, 7pm in the Fireside Lounge in the LMC. Join Lacombe 
author Fran Kimmel as she introduces her new novel, No Good Asking, and answers questions about 
her writing. Guests will have a chance to purchase copies of the book and enjoy snacks and discus-
sion. Sponsored by Mary C. Moore Public Library. About the book: "What happens when a family 
nearing its breaking point takes in a troubled child over Christmas? Eleven-year-old Hannah spends 
only a week with the Nyland family, but they soon discover that she may be more balm than burden, 
and that the only thing harder than taking in Hannah may be letting her go."  
 
Book Club: For  our  November  6 meeting we are reading The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica 
Hesse. “In 1943 Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, teenage Hanneke--a 'finder' of black market goods--is 
tasked with finding a Jewish girl a customer had been hiding, who has seemingly vanished into thin 
air, and is pulled into a web of resistance activities and secrets as she attempts to solve the mystery 
and save the missing girl.” New Book Club members are always welcome!   
 
Colouring Club for Adults: October 24 and November 7 &21, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, 
unwind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is 
free to attend. Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website 
for upcoming dates. 
 
Four Eyes Film Series: October17, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas,  Anthropocene, directed by 
Jennifer Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier & Edward Burtynsky. Showing one night only! See next 
page for details. 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, October  9, 7pm in the LMC. “Travelling as a Teen: A High School 
Europe Trip,” presented by Emma Joy Pocock. 
 
Local History series: Thur sday, October  25, 7pm in the LMC. “Life in the Arctic: 1970-1981,” 
presented by Pat Cluderay. 
 
For Kids: Halloween Par ty! Come-and-go 10-noon in the South County room in the LMC. This is 
a free event for all ages! Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
Children’s Programs: Our  children’s programs are full for this session. Classes run September 11 
through October 26 and November 6 through December 21. Registration for the next session will be 
in early January -- stay tuned for more info.  
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe 

City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before 

the film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availa-

bility. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket 

proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

October 17 > Anthropocene, directed by Jennifer Baichwal, 

Nicholas d Pencier & Edward Burtynsky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A cinematic meditation on humanity’s massive reengineering of the planet, Anthropocene: The Human Epoch is a four years in 
the making feature documentary film from the multiple-award winning team of Jennifer Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier and Ed-
ward Burtynsky. Third in a trilogy that includes Manufactured Landscapes (2006) and Watermark (2013), the film follows the 
research of an international body of scientists, the Anthropocene Working Group who, after nearly 10 years of research, are argu-
ing that the Holocene Epoch gave way to the Anthropocene Epoch in the mid-twentieth century, because of profound and lasting 
human changes to the Earth. From concrete seawalls in China that now cover 60% of the mainland coast, to the biggest terrestrial 
machines ever built in Germany, to psychedelic potash mines in Russia’s Ural Mountains, to metal festivals in the closed city of 
Norilsk, to the devastated Great Barrier Reef in Australia and surreal lithium evaporation ponds in the Atacama desert, the 
filmmakers have traversed the globe using high end production values and state of the art camera techniques to document evi-
dence and experience of human planetary domination. At the intersection of art and science, Anthropocene witnesses in an experi-
ential and non-didactic sense a critical moment in geological history — bringing a provocative and unforgettable experience of 
our species’ breadth and impact. 
 
Canada // 87 mins // English, Russian, Mandarin, Cantonese, Italian & German (English subtitles) // Rated: not yet rated  
The film is currently rated 100% Fresh by critics on Rottentomatoes.com 
 

One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Transcription by Kate Atkinson 
In 1940, eighteen-year old Juliet Armstrong is reluctantly recruited into the world of espionage. Sent to an obscure 
department of MI5 tasked with monitoring the comings and goings of British Fascist sympathizers, she discovers the 
work to be by turns both tedious and terrifying. But after the war has ended, she presumes the events of those years 
have been relegated to the past forever. Ten years later, now a radio producer at the BBC, Juliet is unexpectedly con-
fronted by figures from her past. A different war is being fought now, on a different battleground, but Juliet finds her-
self once more under threat. A bill of reckoning is due, and she finally begins to realize that there is no action without 
consequence.  
    
The Diary of a Bookseller by Shaun Bythell  
Shaun Bythell owns The Bookshop, Wigtown - Scotland's largest second-hand bookshop. It contains 100,000 books, 
spread over a mile of shelving, with twisting corridors and roaring fires, and all set in a beautiful, rural town by the 
edge of the sea. A book-lover's paradise? Well, almost ... In these wry and hilarious diaries, Shaun provides an inside 
look at the trials and tribulations of life in the book trade, from struggles with eccentric customers to wrangles with 
his own staff, who include the ski-suit-wearing, bin-foraging Nicky. He takes us with him on buying trips to old es-
tates and auction houses, recommends books (both lost classics and new discoveries), introduces us to the thrill of the 
unexpected find, and evokes the rhythms and charms of small-town life, always with a sharp and sympathetic eye.       
 
The Labyrinth of the Spirits (El cementerio de los libros olvidados #4) by Carlos Ruiz Zafón  
In this unforgettable final volume of Ruiz Zafón’s cycle of novels set in the universe of the Cemetery of Forgotten 
Books, beautiful and enigmatic Alicia Gris, with the help of the Sempere family, uncovers one of the most shocking 
conspiracies in all Spanish history. Nine-year-old Alicia lost her parents during the Spanish Civil War when the 
Nacionales (the fascists) savagely bombed Barcelona in 1938. Twenty years later, she still carries the emotional and 
physical scars of that violent and terrifying time. Weary of her work as an investigator for Spain’s secret police in 
Madrid, a job she has held for more than a decade, the twenty-nine-year old plans to move on. At the insistence of 
her boss, Leandro Montalvo, she remains to solve one last case: the mysterious disappearance of Spain’s Minister of 
Culture, Mauricio Valls. With her partner, the intimidating policeman Juan Manuel Vargas, Alicia discovers a possi-

ble clue—a rare book by the author Victor Mataix hidden in Valls’ office in his Madrid mansion. Valls was the director of the noto-
rious Montjuic Prison in Barcelona during World War II where several writers were imprisoned, including David Martín and Victor 
Mataix. Traveling to Barcelona on the trail of these writers, Alicia and Vargas meet with several booksellers, including Juan Sem-
pere, who knew her parents. As Alicia and Vargas come closer to finding Valls, they uncover a tangled web of kidnappings and 
murders tied to the Franco regime, whose corruption is more widespread and horrifying than anyone imagined. Alicia’s courageous 
and uncompromising search for the truth puts her life in peril. Only with the help of a circle of devoted friends will she emerge from 
the dark labyrinths of Barcelona and its history into the light of the future.          

 
A Borrowing of Bones by Paula Munier  
After their last deployment, when she got shot, her fiancé Martinez got killed and his bomb-sniffing dog Elvis got 
depressed, soldier Mercy Carr and Elvis were both sent home, her late lover’s last words ringing in her ears: “Take 
care of my partner.” Together the two former military police―one twenty-nine-year-old two-legged female with 
wounds deeper than skin and one handsome five-year-old four-legged Malinois with canine PTSD―march off their 
grief mile after mile in the beautiful remote Vermont wilderness. Even on the Fourth of July weekend, when all of 
Northshire celebrates with fun and frolic and fireworks, it’s just another walk in the woods for Mercy and Elv-
is―until the dog alerts to explosives and they find a squalling baby abandoned near a shallow grave filled with what 
appear to be human bones. U.S. Game Warden Troy Warner and his search and rescue Newfoundland Susie Bear 
respond to Mercy’s 911 call, and the four must work together to track down a missing mother, solve a cold-case 

murder, and keep the citizens of Northshire safe on potentially the most incendiary Independence Day since the American Revolu-
tion. It’s a call to action Mercy and Elvis cannot ignore, no matter what the cost.  

     
Not Our Kind by Kitty Zeldis 
One rainy morning in June, two years after the end of World War II, a minor traffic accident brings together Eleanor 
Moskowitz and Patricia Bellamy. Their encounter seems fated: Eleanor, a teacher and recent Vassar graduate, needs 
a job. Patricia’s difficult thirteen-year-old daughter Margaux, recovering from polio, needs a private tutor. Though 
she feels out of place in the Bellamys’ rarefied and elegant Park Avenue milieu, Eleanor forms an instant bond with 
Margaux. Soon the idealistic young woman is filling the bright young girl’s mind with Shakespeare and Latin. 
Though her mother, a hat maker with a little shop on Second Avenue, disapproves, Eleanor takes pride in her work, 
even if she must use the name “Moss” to enter the Bellamys’ restricted doorman building each morning, and feels 
that Patricia’s husband, Wynn, may have a problem with her being Jewish. Invited to keep Margaux company at the 

Bellamys’ country home in a small town in Connecticut, Eleanor meets Patricia’s unreliable, bohemian brother, Tom, recently re-
turned from Europe. The spark between Eleanor and Tom is instant and intense. Flushed with new romance and increasingly at-
tached to her young pupil, Eleanor begins to feel more comfortable with Patricia and much of the world she inhabits. As the sum-
mer wears on, the two women’s friendship grows—until one hot summer evening, a line is crossed, and both Eleanor and Patricia 
will have to make important decisions—choices that will reverberate through their lives.  



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
 
Memphis, Tennessee, 1936. The five Foss children find their lives changed forever when their parents leave them 
alone on the family shanty boat one stormy night. Rill Foss, just twelve years old, must protect her four younger 
siblings as they are wrenched from their home on the Mississippi and thrown into the care of the infamous Georgia 
Tann, director of the Tennessee Children's Home Society. South Carolina, present day. Avery Stafford has lived a 
charmed life. Loving daughter to her father, a U.S. Senator, she has a promising career as an assistant D.A. in Balti-
more and is engaged to her best friend. But when Avery comes home to help her father weather a health crisis and a 
political attack, a chance encounter with a stranger leaves her deeply shaken. Avery's decision to learn more about 
the woman's life will take her on a journey through her family's long-hidden history. Based on one of America's 
most notorious real-life scandals-- in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis adoption organization, kidnapped 
and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the country.    

 
If you liked Before We Were Yours, you may like: 

 
Jacob’s Oath by Martin Fletcher  
As World War II winds to a close, Europe's roads are clogged with twenty million exhausted refugees walking 
home. Among them are Jacob and Sarah, lonely Holocaust survivors who meet in Heidelberg. But Jacob is con-
sumed with hatred and cannot rest until he has killed his brother's murderer, a concentration camp guard nicknamed 
the Rat, also from Heidelberg.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Fifth Avenue Artists Society by Joy Callaway 
The Bronx, 1891. Virginia Loftin, the boldest of four artistic sisters in a family living in genteel poverty, knows 
what she wants most: to become a celebrated novelist despite her gender, and to marry Charlie, the boy next door 
and her first love. When Charlie proposes instead to a woman from a wealthy family, Ginny is devastated; shutting 
out her family, she holes up and turns their story into fiction, obsessively rewriting a better ending. Though she 
works with newfound intensity, literary success eludes her--until she attends a salon hosted in her brother's writer 
friend John Hopper's Fifth Avenue mansion. Among painters, musicians, actors, and writer, Ginny returns to herself, 
even blooming under the handsome, enigmatic John's increasingly romantic attentions.   
 
 
Whistling Season by Ivan Doig  
Novelist Ivan Doig revisits the American west in the early twentieth century, bringing to life the eccentric individu-
als and idiosyncratic institutions that made it thrive. "Can't cook but doesn't bite." So begins the newspaper ad offer-
ing the services of an "A-1 housekeeper, sound morals, exceptional disposition" that draws the attention of widower 
Oliver Milliron in the fall of 1909. That unforgettable season deposits the ever-whistling Rose Llewellyn and her 
font-of-knowledge brother, Morris Morgan, in Marias Coulee along with a stampede of homesteaders drawn by the 
promise of the Big Ditch--a gargantuan irrigation project intended to make the Montana prairie bloom. When the 
schoolmarm runs off with an itinerant preacher, Morris is pressed into service, setting the stage for the "several 
kinds of education"--none of them of the textbook variety--Morris and Rose will bring to Oliver, his three sons, and 
the rambunctious students in the region's one-room schoolhouse. A paean to a way of life that has long since van-

ished, The Whistling Season is Ivan Doig at his evocative best.   
 

Necessary Lies by Diane Chamberlain  
After losing her parents, fifteen-year-old Ivy Hart is left to care for her grandmother, older sister and nephew as ten-
ants on a small tobacco farm. As she struggles with her grandmother's aging, her sister's mental illness and her own 
epilepsy, she realizes they might need more than she can give. When Jane Forrester takes a position as Grace Coun-
ty's newest social worker, she doesn't realize just how much her help is needed. She quickly becomes emotionally 
invested in her clients' lives, causing tension with her boss and her new husband. But as Jane is drawn in by the Hart 
women, she begins to discover the secrets of the small farm--secrets much darker than she would have guessed. 
Soon, she must decide whether to take drastic action to help them, or risk losing the battle against everything she 
believes is wrong. Set in rural Grace County, North Carolina in a time of state-mandated sterilizations and racial 
tension, Necessary Lies tells  the story of these two young women, seemingly worlds apart, but both haunted by 

tragedy. Jane and Ivy are thrown together and must ask themselves: how can you know what you believe is right, when everyone is 
telling you it's wrong?  
 
  



Adult Fiction 
 
Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Jeffrey Archer - Heads You Win 
David Baldacci - Long Road to Mercy 
M.C. Beaton - The Dead Ringer 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Elizabeth Berg - Night of Miracles 
Lou Berney - November Road 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
John Boyne - A Ladder to the Sky 
Benet Brandreth - Spy of Venice 
Ken Bruen - In the Galway Silence 
Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke - You Don’t Own Me 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Dark Sacred Night - John Connelly 
Lee Child - Past Tense 
Paulo Coelho - Hippie 
Patrick Dewitt - French Exit 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Andre Dubus - Gone So Long 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Kate Ellis - The Boy Who Lived With the Dead 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Sebastian Faulkes - Paris Echo 
Jessica Fellowes - Bright Young Dead 
Mick Finlay - The Murder Pit 
Therese Anne Fowler - A Well-Behaved Woman 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
John Grisham - The Reckoning 
Ian Hamilton - The Goddess of Yantai 
Steve Hamilton - Honorable Assassin 
Samantha Harvey - The Western Wind 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Anthony Horowitz - Forever and a Day 
Sue Hubbard - Rainsongs 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Peter James - Absolute Proof 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Stephen King - Elevation 
Barbara Kingsolver - Unsheltered 
Mercedes Lackey - The Bartered Brides 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Elinor Lipman - Good Riddance 
George R.R. Martin - Fire and Blood    
Amy McKay - Half Spent Was the Night 
Kate Morton - The Clockmaker’s Daughter 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony O’Neil - Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Seek 
Jodi Picoult - A Spark of Light 
Louise Penny - Kingdom of the Blind 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Eden Robinson - Trickster Drift 
Peter Robinson - Careless Love 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Danielle Steel - Beauchamp Hall 
Patrick Taylor - An Irish Country Cottage  
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Adriana Trigiani - Tony’s Wife  
Peter Tremayne - Bloodmoon 
Tatiana de Rosnay - The Rain Watcher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Along the Western Front: Photographs by Leah Hennel 
Who Killed Tom Thomson? by John Little 
The Secret History of Soldiers: How Canadians Survived the 
Great War by Tim Cook 
All Things Consoled: A Daughter’s Memoir by Elizabeth Hay 
Jamie Cooks Italy by Jamie Oliver 
Fly Girls: How Five Daring Women Defied All Odds and Made 
Aviation History by Keith O’Brien 
The Five: The Lives of Jack the Ripper’s Women by Hallie 
Rubenhold 
All Our Relations: Finding the Path Forward by Tanya Talaga 
Riding into Battle: Canadian Cyclist in the Great War by Ted 
Glenn 
The Ravenmaster by Christopher Skaife 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
They May Not Mean To, But They Do by Cathleen Schine 
The Bergman clan has always stuck together, growing as it incorporated in-laws, ex-in-laws, and same-sex spouses. But families 
don’t just grow, they grow old, and the clan’s matriarch, Joy, is not slipping into old age with the quiet grace her children, Molly 
and Daniel, would have wished. When Joy’s beloved husband dies, Molly and Daniel have no shortage of solutions for their moth-
er’s loneliness and despair, but there is one challenge they did not count on: the reappearance of an ardent suitor from Joy’s college 
days. And they didn’t count on Joy herself, a mother suddenly as willful and rebellious as their own kids. This is an intensely hu-
man, profound, and honest novel about the intrusion of old age into the relationships of one loving but complicated family. They 
May Not Mean To, But They Do is a radiantly compassionate look at three generations, all coming of age together.  
 

Carol 
The Dark Room by Rachel Seiffert  
The Dark Room tells the stories of three ordinary Germans: Helmut, a young photographer in Berlin in the 1930s who uses his 
craft to express his patriotic fervour; Lore, a twelve-year-old girl who in 1945 guides her young siblings across a devastated Germa-
ny after her Nazi parents are seized by the Allies; and, fifty years later, Micha, a young teacher obsessed with what his loving 
grandfather did in the war, struggling to deal with the past of his family and his country.   

 
Connie 
Starless by Jacqueline Carey 
Let your mind be like the eye of the hawk…Destined from birth to serve as protector of the princess Zariya, Khai is trained in the 
arts of killing and stealth by a warrior sect in the deep desert; yet there is one profound truth that has been withheld from him. In the 
court of the Sun-Blessed, Khai must learn to navigate deadly intrigue and his own conflicted identity…but in the far reaches of the 
western seas, the dark god Miasmus is rising, intent on nothing less than wholesale destruction. If Khai is to keep his soul’s twin 
Zariya alive, their only hope lies with an unlikely crew of prophecy-seekers on a journey that will take them farther beneath the 
starless skies than anyone can imagine.   
 

Emma Joy 
Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris 
A serial murderer known only by a grotesquely apt nickname--Buffalo Bill--is stalking women. He has a purpose, but no one can 
fathom it, for the bodies are discovered in different states. Clarice Starling, a young trainee at the FBI Academy, is surprised to be 
summoned by Jack Crawford, chief of the Bureau's Behavioral Science section. Her assignment: to interview Dr. Hannibal Lecter--
Hannibal the Cannibal--who is kept under close watch in the Baltimore State Hospital for the Criminally Insane. Dr. Lecter is a 
former psychiatrist with a grisly history, unusual tastes, and an intense curiosity about the darker corners of the mind. His intimate 
understanding of the killer and of Clarice herself form the core of Harris' novel--and ingenious, masterfully written book and an 
unforgettable classic of suspense fiction..            
 

Julie 
Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and Disturbances by Neil Gaiman  
In this new anthology, Neil Gaiman pierces the veil of reality to reveal the enigmatic, shadowy world that lies beneath. Trigger 
Warning includes previously published pieces of short fiction--stories, verse, and a very special Doctor Who story that was written 
for the fiftieth anniversary of the beloved series in 2013--as well "Black Dog," a new tale that revisits the world of American Gods, 
exclusive to this collection. Trigger Warning explores the masks we all wear and the people we are beneath them to reveal our vul-
nerabilities and our truest selves. Here is a rich cornucopia of horror and ghosts stories, science fiction and fairy tales, fabulism and 
poetry that explore the realm of experience and emotion.       
 

Kirstin 
You, Your Child, and School by Sir Ken Robinson 
Parents everywhere are deeply concerned about the education of their children, especially now, when education has become a mine-
field of politics and controversy. One of the world's most influential educators, Robinson has had countless conversations with par-
ents about the dilemmas they face. As a parent, what should you look for in your children's education? How can you tell if their 
school is right for them and what can you do if it isn't? In this important new book, he offers clear principles and practical advice on 
how to support your child through the K-12 education system, or outside it if you choose to homeschool or un-school. Dispelling 
many myths and tackling critical schooling options and controversies, Y ou, Y our Child, and School is a key book for parents to 
learn about the kind of education their children really need and what they can do to make sure they get it.       
 
 
 
 



Mary 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid Delaney  
Cold-press juices, hot yoga, quitting sugar, Paleo, mindfulness … if you embrace these things you will be happy, you will be well – 
just ask Instagram. From celebrity vegan chefs to sleep gurus, there is no shortage of people trying to sell us the wellness dream. 
Wellness has become a billion-dollar industry. But what does wellness even mean? Does any of this stuff actually work? Is there any 
science behind it? Feeling exhausted and a bit stressed and flabby, journalist Brigid Delaney decides to find out – using herself as the 
guinea pig. Starting with a brutal 101-day fast, Brigid tests the things that are meant to make us well – yoga classes, colonics, media-
tion, CBT, Balinese healing, silent retreats and group psychotherapy, and sorts through what works and what is just expensive hype. 
She asks: what does this obsession say about us? Is total wellness possible, or even desirable? Where’s the fun in it all? And why do 
you smell so bad when you haven’t eaten in seven days? Wellmania is an in-depth, entertaining, laugh-out-loud-funny exploration of 
one of the most fascinating trends in our culture.     

 
Melvyn 
How to Change Your Mind: The New Science of Psychedelics by Michael Pollan 
When LSD was first discovered in the 1940s, it seemed to researchers, scientists and doctors as if the world might be on the cusp of 
psychological revolution. It promised to shed light on the deep mysteries of consciousness, as well as offer relief to addicts and the 
mentally ill. But in the 1960s, with the vicious backlash against the counter-culture, all further research was banned. In recent years, 
however, work has quietly begun again on the amazing potential of LSD, psilocybin and DMT. Could these drugs in fact improve the 
lives of many people? Diving deep into this extraordinary world and putting himself forward as a guinea-pig, Michael Pollan has writ-
ten a remarkable history of psychedelics and a compelling portrait of the new generation of scientists fascinated by the implications of 
these drugs. How to Change Y our Mind is a brilliant and brave investigation into the medical and scientific revolution taking place 
around psychedelic drugs--and the spellbinding story of the author’s own life-changing psychedelic experiences.  
 

Miranda 
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah (*audiobook, read by the author) 
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor 
was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Liv-
ing proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often 
absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the 
end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and em-
bracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. The eighteen personal essays collected here are by turns hilarious, dra-
matic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on caterpillars for dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during 
an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to survive the life-and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious 
world with an incisive wit and unflinching honesty. His stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny portrait of a boy 
making his way through a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s unconvention-
al, unconditional love.    
 

Sharon 
European Travel for the Monstrous Gentlewoman by Theodora Goss 
Mary Jekyll’s life has been peaceful since she helped Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson solve the Whitechapel Murders. Beatrice Rap-
paccini, Catherine Moreau, Justine Frankenstein, and Mary’s sister Diana Hyde have settled into the Jekyll household in London, and 
although they sometimes quarrel, the members of the Athena Club get along as well as any five young women with very different 
personalities. At least they can always rely on Mrs. Poole. But when Mary receives a telegram that Lucinda Van Helsing has been 
kidnapped, the Athena Club must travel to the Austro-Hungarian Empire to rescue yet another young woman who has been subjected 
to horrific experimentation. Where is Lucinda, and what has Professor Van Helsing been doing to his daughter? Can Mary, Diana, 
Beatrice, and Justine reach her in time? Racing against the clock to save Lucinda from certain doom, the Athena Club embarks on a 
madcap journey across Europe. From Paris to Vienna to Budapest, Mary and her friends must make new allies, face old enemies, and 
finally confront the fearsome, secretive Alchemical Society. It’s time for these monstrous gentlewomen to overcome the past and cre-
ate their own destinies.    
 

Victoria 
Alliance by S.K. Dunstall  
The lines. The soul of every ship. It was once thought there were only ten, but that was before an alien vessel appeared at the edge of 
space—before Ean Lambert heard more lines singing. Ean’s ways of communicating with lines is strange. But his abilities make him 
a valuable tool—or weapon—to command. Captain Selma Kari Wang has lost everything—her ship, her crew, her legs. But the New 
Alliance of Worlds is not done with her yet. After they rebuild her broken body, they send her to captain one of the new alien ships, 
teaming her up with Ean, the only one who can understand the alien lines. Kari Wang and Ean are poised on the threshold of discov-
eries that could change the world. But not everyone wants the New Alliance to control the secrets they uncover—and those who op-
pose won’t hesitate to do whatever it takes to stop them… .   



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

mother!, directed by Darren Aronofsky. A couple's relationship is tested when uninvited guests arrive at their home, 
disrupting their tranquil existence. mother! stars Jennifer Lawrence, Javier Bardem, Ed Harris and Michelle Pfeiffer 
in this riveting psychological thriller about love, devotion and sacrifice.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The killing of a Sacred Deer, directed by Yorgos Lanthimos. Dr. Steven Murphy (Colin Farrell) is a renowned cardi-
ovascular surgeon presiding over a spotless household with his ophthalmologist wife Anna (Nicole Kidman) and 
their two exemplary children, 12-year-old Bob (Sunny Suljic) and 14-year-old Kim (Raffey Cassidy). Lurking at the 
margins of his idyllic suburban existence is Martin (Barry Keoghan), a fatherless teen who Steven has covertly taken 
under his wing. As Martin begins insinuating himself into the family's life in ever-more unsettling displays, the full 
scope of his intent becomes menacingly clear when he confronts Steven with a long-forgotten transgression that will 
shatter the Murphy family's domestic bliss. Forget all reason and logic and just let Lanthimos and the incredible cast 
be your guide.    
 
 
The Shape of Water, directed by Guillermo del Toro. From  master story teller, del Toro, comes an other-worldly 
fairy tale, set against the backdrop of Cold War era America circa 1962. In the hidden high-security government 
laboratory where she works, lonely Elisa (Sally Hawkins) is trapped in a life of isolation. Elisa's life is changed for-
ever when she and co-worker Zelda (Octavia Spencer) discover a secret classified experiment.  An unforgettably 
romantic, utterly sublime, dazzling phantasmagoria.    
 
 
 
 
 
Das weisse Band (White Ribbon,) directed by Michael Haneke, is a ghost story without a ghost, a whodunnit with-
out a denouement, a historical parable without a lesson, and for two and a half hours, this unforgettably disturbing 
and mysterious film leads its viewers alongside an abyss of anxiety. Winner of the Palme d’Or at Cannes, and the 
Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film. The film also received two Oscar nominations for Best For-
eign Language Film and Best Cinematography. German with English subtitles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

October  Spotlight 
The Creeps 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he weather 
wizards were 
causing chaos 
for the sub-

jects, mixing up the seasons 
and giving the Royal children 
snow while it was still sum-
mer and then rain to keep the 
lawns  green in fall.  The 
Royal Library was busy with 
activities and all the learning 
centres were open and the 
students back at their studies. 
Many countries around the 
world have interesting cus-
toms in their schools. 
 
Lady Christina had been hard at work studying for a confer-
ence she would be attending in October in the beautiful 
town of Jasper.  School fact:  The largest school in the 
world is in India with 32000 students. 
 
Lady Connie was busy keeping up with donations and the 
new books that needed processing.  School Fact:  Children 
in China have the most homework in the world.  An aver-
age teenager in China has about 14 hours of homework a 
week. 
 
Lady Sharon was also working hard getting new books 
ready for the subjects and she was getting tired of washing 
her floor from her puppy tracking prints into the 
house.  School fact: The oldest school in the world is King's 
School in Canterbury England founded in 597 AD. 
 
Lady Mary was enjoying her new classes and looking for-
ward to the film festival in Edmonton.  School fact:  In Bra-
zil, having meals with family is an important part of the 
culture, which is why schools start at 7 AM and are over by 
noon so that the kids can have lunch with their parents. 
 
Lady Miranda had suffered a touch of the plague but was 
determined to be well for the upcoming film festi-
val.  School fact:   In Kenya, it is not mandatory for chil-
dren to go to school, but most go anyway.  (Lady Miranda 
would have perfect attendance!) 
 
Wizard Melvyn was still riding her bike to work braving the 
school drop off traffic. School fact: In Holland, children 
start school on the day they turn 4, which means that there's 
always someone new in the class.  
 
Lady Victoria was looking forward to her family visiting 
from the realm of Manitoba.  School fact:  Summer vaca-
tions in Chile start from mid-December and end in early 
March. That's 3 whole months away from school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Kirstin had attended the Park-
land Regional Library Conference 
representing the Royal Library with 
other members of staff.  School 
fact:  Children in Germany receive a 
special cone called Schultüte, which 
is filled with pens, pencils, books and 
snacks.  The catch is that they can 
only open it the first day of school. 
 
Lady Amy had attended a very enter-
taining concert in Rocky Mountain 
House and was also going to attend 
the film festival in Edmon-
ton.  School fact:  Kids in Japan are 

the most independent of the lot. They make their own 
lunches, travel to school alone and clean their own class-
rooms.  
 
Lady Julie was enjoying walking her dog in the crisp fall 
mornings.  School fact:   Kids in Finland do not start school 
until the age of 7, which is one of the oldest ages around the 
world to start school.  
 
Lady Emma Joy was back at school and would be giving a 
lecture for the Royal Library on her school trip 
to Europe.  School fact: Turin has the smallest school in the 
world with only one pupil.  I hope they like their teacher! 
 
Lady Carol was working hard and also immersed in the 
tasks for her daughters upcoming weddings.  School 
fact:  The world’s highest school is in Phumachangtang, 
Tibet at a height of 5373 metres above sea level. 
 
The summer had sped by and the Royal Library would be 
offering many activities in the coming months.  The Library 
Ladies hoped that people would continue to come and take 
advantage of all the library's resources. 
   
 
 

 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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The Library Ladies 


