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The Library will be CLOSED Monday, November 12.   
 
Light Up the Night Book Sale: The Fr iends of the Library annual fall book sale takes place 
Thursday, November 29, 5-9pm in the Servus room in the LMC. Hunt through stacks of previously 
enjoyed books, movies and magazines! Something for everyone! $1 per item or fill a bag for just $5. 
Donations for the sale are gratefully accepted at the library during open hours.  
 
The Great Library Christmas Cookie Bake Off! Do you have the best Chr istmas cookie recipe? 
Then we invite you to participate in the Great Library Christmas Cookie Bake Off on November 30, 
as part of Lacombe’s annual Light Up the Night Festival. Bake at home, then bring your cookies to 
the library for judgement. Cookies must be dropped off at the library on Thursday, November 29. 
Prizes go to the top 3 entries, and will be presented at 3:30pm on Friday, November 30 (after Miss 
Mary’s special Christmas story time) at the library. Cookies will then be shared with everyone in 
attendance. To participate, please pick up an entry form at MCMPL between Nov. 5 & 28. 
 
Christmas Story Time: Come-and-go Friday, November 30, 1-3pm in the library. Join Miss Mary 
for a special Christmas Story Time as part of the Light Up the Night Festival.  
 
Christmas Craft Nights!: Registration is now open for  our  Chr istmas Craft Nights on Novem-
ber 28 or December 5 at 6:30 pm. We will be making two fun Christmas decor items (the same crafts 
at both). There is no registration fee, but we will gratefully accept a small donation to the library in 
lieu. Please call us or stop by the library to sign up. 
 
Book Club: For  our  December  4 meeting we are reading M edicine W alk by Richard 
Wagamese. “Franklin Starlight is called to visit his father, Eldon. He's sixteen years old and has had 
the most fleeting of relationships with the man. The rare moments they've shared haunt and trouble 
Frank, but he answers the call, a son's duty to a father. What ensues is a journey through the rugged 
and beautiful backcountry, and a journey into the past, as the two men push forward to Eldon's end. 
From a poverty-stricken childhood, to the Korean War, and later the derelict houses of mill towns, 
Eldon relates both the desolate moments of his life and a time of redemption and love, and in doing 
so offers Frank a history he has never known, the father he has never had, and a connection to him-
self he never expected.” New Book Club members are always welcome!   
 
Colouring Club for Adults: November 7 &21, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and en-
joy quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. 
Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday, except December — see our web-
site for upcoming dates. 
 
Four Eyes Film Series: November  21, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas,  Colette, directed by 
Wash Westmoreland. Showing one night only! See next page for details. 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, November  13, 7pm in the LMC. “Seeing Scotland,” presented by 
Victor "Scotty" Roxbury. 
 
Local History series: Thur sday, November  22, 7pm in the LMC. “100 Years: Remembering 
Vimy Ridge,” presented by Maria Cappis. 
 
Children’s Programs: Our  children’s programs are full for this session, and run through December 
21. Registration for the next session will be in early January -- stay tuned for more info.  
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe 

City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before 

the film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availa-

bility. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket 

proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

November 21 > Colette, directed by Wash Westmoreland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Keira Knightley stars in this historical drama about the eponymous French novelist, whose provocative debut — falsely credited 
to her husband — becomes the toast of Paris, triggering a battle for identity, equality, and self-determination at the dawn of the 
feminist age. After marrying a successful Parisian writer known commonly as "Willy" (Dominic West), Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette 
(Keira Knightley) is transplanted from her childhood home in rural France to the intellectual and artistic splendor of Paris. Soon 
after, Willy convinces Colette to ghostwrite for him. She pens a semi-autobiographical novel about a witty and brazen country girl 
named Claudine, sparking a bestseller and a cultural sensation. After its success, Colette and Willy become the talk of Paris and 
their adventures inspire additional Claudine novels. Colette's fight over creative ownership and gender roles drives her to over-
come societal constraints, revolutionizing literature and cultural norms. 
 
Britain & Ireland // 112 mins // English // Rated: 14A  
 
>>Buy a ticket and enter to win a great door prize, including a copy of The Complete Claudine by Colette 
 

One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

The Air You Breathe by Frances de Pontes Peebles 
Skinny, nine-year-old orphaned Dores is working in the kitchen of a sugar plantation in 1930s Brazil when in 
walks a girl who changes everything. Graça, the spoiled daughter of a wealthy sugar baron, is clever, well fed, 
pretty, and thrillingly ill behaved. Born to wildly different worlds, Dores and Graça quickly bond over shared 
mischief, and then, on a deeper level, over music. One has a voice like a songbird; the other feels melodies in her 
soul and composes lyrics to match. Music will become their shared passion, the source of their partnership and 
their rivalry, and for each, the only way out of the life to which each was born. But only one of the two is destined 
to be a star. Their intimate, volatile bond will determine each of their fortunes--and haunt their memories. Travel-
ing from Brazil's inland sugar plantations to the rowdy streets of Lapa in Rio de Janeiro, from Los Angeles during 
the Golden Age of Hollywood back to the irresistible drumbeat of home, The Air Y ou Breathe unfurls a moving 
portrait of a lifelong friendship--its unparalleled rewards and lasting losses--and considers what we owe to the 
relationships that shape our lives. .  

 
The Secret History of Soldiers: How Canadians Survived the Great War by Tim Cook 
There have been thousands of books on the Great War, but most have focused on commanders, battles, strategy, 
and tactics. Less attention has been paid to the daily lives of the combatants, how they endured the unimaginable 
conditions of industrial warfare: the rain of shells, bullets, and chemical agents. In The Secret History of Soldiers, 
Tim Cook, Canada's foremost military historian, examines how those who survived trench warfare on the Western 
Front found entertainment, solace, relief, and distraction from the relentless slaughter. These tales come from the 
soldiers themselves, mined from the letters, diaries, memoirs, and oral accounts of more than five hundred combat-
ants. Rare examples of trench art, postcards, and even song sheets offer insight into a hidden society that was often 
irreverent, raunchy, and anti-authoritarian. Believing in supernatural stories was another way soldiers shielded 
themselves from the horror. While novels and poetry often depict the soldiers of the Great War as mere victims, 

this new history shows how the soldiers pushed back against the grim war, refusing to be broken in the mincing machine of the 
Western Front. The violence of war is always present, but Cook reveals the gallows humour the soldiers employed to get through it. 
Over the years, both writers and historians have overlooked this aspect of the men's lives. The fighting at the front was devastating, 
but behind the battle lines, another layer of life existed, one that included songs, skits, art, and soldier-produced newspapers. With 
his trademark narrative abilities and an unerring eye for the telling human detail, Cook has created another landmark history of Ca-
nadian military life as he reveals the secrets of how soldiers survived the carnage of the Western Front.        

 
The Witch Elm by Tana French  
Toby is a happy-go-lucky charmer who's dodged a scrape at work and is celebrating with friends when the night 
takes a turn that will change his life: he surprises two burglars who beat him and leave him for dead. Struggling to 
recover from his injuries, beginning to understand that he might never be the same man again, he takes refuge at 
his family's ancestral home to care for his dying uncle Hugo. Then a skull is found in the trunk of an elm tree in 
the garden - and as detectives close in, Toby is forced to face the possibility that his past may not be what he has 
always believed. The Witch Elm asks what we become, and what we're capable of, when we no longer know who 
we are.           
 
 
     
The Waiter by Matias Faldbakken, translated by Alice Menzies 
The finely tuned balance of a grand European restaurant (that has seen better days) is irrevocably upset by an un-
expected guest. In a centuries-old European restaurant called The Hills, a middle-aged waiter takes pride in the 
unchangeable aspects of his job: the well-worn uniform, the ragged but solid tablecloths, and the regular diners. 
Some are there daily, like Graham "Le Gris"--also known as The Pig--and his dignified group of aesthetes; the 
slightly more free-spirited drinking company around Tom Sellers; and the closest one can get to personal friends 
of the waiter, Edgar and his young daughter, Anna. In this universe unto itself, there is scarcely any contact be-
tween the tables...until a beautiful and well-groomed young woman walks through the door and upsets the delicate 
balance of the restaurant and all it has come to represent. Like living in a snow globe, The Waiter is a captivating 
study in miniature. Everything is just so, and that's exactly how the waiter needs it to be. One can understand why 

he becomes anxious when things begin to change. In fact, given the circumstances, anxiety just might be the most sensible re-
sponse… With the sophistication of The Remains of the Day and the eccentricity of The Elegance of the Hedgehog , The Waiter 
marks the North American debut of an exciting new voice in literary fiction. increasingly attached to her young pupil, Eleanor be-
gins to feel more comfortable with Patricia and much of the world she inhabits. As the summer wears on, the two women’s friend-
ship grows—until one hot summer evening, a line is crossed, and both Eleanor and Patricia will have to make important deci-
sions—choices that will reverberate through their lives.  
 
 
 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

The Clockmaker’s Daughter by Kate Morton 
 
My real name, no one remembers. The truth about that summer, no one else knows. In the summer of 1862, a group 
of young artists led by the passionate and talented Edward Radcliffe descends upon Birchwood Manor on the banks 
of the Upper Thames. Their plan: to spend a secluded summer month in a haze of inspiration and creativity. But by 
the time their stay is over, one woman has been shot dead while another has disappeared; a priceless heirloom is 
missing; and Edward Radcliffe's life is in ruins. Over one hundred and fifty years later, Elodie Winslow, a young 
archivist in London, uncovers a leather satchel containing two seemingly unrelated items: a sepia photograph of an 
arresting-looking woman in Victorian clothing, and an artist's sketchbook containing the drawing of a twin-gabled 
house on the bend of a river. Why does Birchwood Manor feel so familiar to Elodie? And who is the beautiful 
woman in the photograph? Will she ever give up her secrets? Told by multiple voices across time, The Clockmak-
er's Daughter is a story of murder, mystery, and thievery, of art, love, and loss. And flowing through its pages like 

a river, is the voice of a woman who stands outside time, whose name has been forgotten by history, but who has watched it all un-
fold: Birdie Bell, the clockmaker's daughter. A rich, spellbinding new novel from the author of The Lake House.  
 

If you liked The Clockmaker’s Daughter, you may like: 
 
Love and Treasure by Ayelet Waldman  
In 1945 on the outskirts of Salzburg, victorious American soldiers capture a train filled with unspeakable riches: 
piles of fine gold watches; mountains of fur coats; crates filled with wedding rings, silver picture frames, family 
heirlooms, and Shabbat candlesticks passed down through generations. Jack Wiseman, a tough, smart New York 
Jew, is the lieutenant charged with guarding this treasure - a responsibility that grows more complicated when he 
meets Ilona, a fierce, beautiful Hungarian who has lost everything in the ravages of the Holocaust. Seventy years 
later, amid the shadowy world of art dealers who profit off the sins of previous generations, Jack gives a necklace to 
his granddaughter, Natalie Stein, and charges her with searching for an unknown woman - a woman whose portrait 
and fate come to haunt Natalie, a woman whose secret may help Natalie to understand the guilt her grandfather will 

take to his grave and to find a way out of the mess she has made of her own life.   
 
The Boy at the Keyhole by Stephen M. Giles  
Nine-year-old Samuel lives alone in a once great estate in Surrey with the family's housekeeper, Ruth. His mother 
has been abroad for five months, purportedly tending to her late husband's faltering business. Samuel's life is regu-
lated by Ruth, who runs the house with an iron fist. As rumours in town begin to swirl, Samuel wonders whether 
something more sinister is afoot. Perhaps his mother did not leave, but was murdered - by Ruth.   
 
 
 
 
 
Bitter Orange by Claire Fuller  
From the attic of a dilapidated English country house, she sees them -- Cara first: dark and beautiful, clinging to a 
marble fountain of Cupid, and Peter, an Apollo. It is 1969 and they are spending the summer in the rooms below 
hers, while Frances writes a report on the follies in the garden. But she is distracted. Beneath a floorboard in her 
bathroom, she discovers a peephole which gives her access to her neighbours' private lives. To Frances' surprise, 
Cara and Peter are keen to spend time with her. It is the first occasion that she has had anybody to call a friend, and 
before long they are spending every day together: eating lavish dinners, drinking bottle after bottle of wine, and 
smoking cigarettes till the ash piles up on the crumbling furniture. Frances is dazzled. But as the hot summer rolls 
lazily on, it becomes clear that not everything is right between Cara and Peter. The stories that Cara tells don't quite 

add up -- and as Frances becomes increasingly entangled in the lives of the glamorous, hedonistic couple, the boundaries between 
truth and lies, right and wrong, begin to blur. Amid the decadence of that summer, a small crime brings on a bigger one: a crime so 
terrible that it will brand all their lives forever. 

.   
Forbidden Garden by Ellen Herrick  
Every garden is a story, waiting to be told...At the nursery she runs with her sisters on the New England coast, Sor-
rel Sparrow has honed her rare gift for nurturing plants and flowers. Now that reputation, and a stroke of good tim-
ing, lands Sorrel an unexpected opportunity: reviving a long-dormant Shakespearean garden on an English country 
estate. Arriving at Kirkwood Hall, ancestral home of Sir Graham Kirkwood and his wife Stella, Sorrel is shocked 
by the desolate state of the walled garden. Generations have tried--and failed--to bring it back to glory. Sorrel sens-
es heartbreak and betrayal here, perhaps even enchantment. Intrigued by the house's history--especially the haunt-
ing tapestries that grace its walls--and increasingly drawn to Stella's enigmatic brother, Sorrel sets to work. And 
though she knows her true home is across the sea with her sisters, instinct tells her that the English garden's destiny 
is entwined with her own, if she can only unravel its secrets.  

 



Adult Fiction 
 
Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Andre Alexis - Days By Moonlight 
Jeffrey Archer - Heads You Win 
David Baldacci - Long Road to Mercy 
Fiona Barton - The Suspect 
Marie Benedict - The Only Woman in the Room  
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Elizabeth Berg - Night of Miracles 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Rhys Bowen - The Victory Garden 
C.J. Box - Wolf Pack 
John Boyne - A Ladder to the Sky 
Alan Bradley - The Golden Tresses of the Dead 
Benet Brandreth - Spy of Venice 
Patricia Briggs - Storm Chased 
Ken Bruen - In the Galway Silence 
James Lee Burke - The New Iberia Blues 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
Lee Child - Past Tense 
Laura Childs - Eggs on Ice 
Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke - You Don’t Own Me 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
John Connelly - Dark Sacred Night  
Cressida Conolly - After the Party 
Bernard Cornwell - War of the Wolf 
Niklas Natt och Dag - The Wolf and the Watchman 
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Tatiana de Rosnay - The Rain Watcher 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Tim Dorsey - No Sunscreen for the Dead 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Kate Ellis - The Boy Who Lived With the Dead 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Stephanie Evanovich - Under the Table 
Sebastian Faulkes - Paris Echo 
Lyndsay Faye - The Paragon Hotel 
Jessica Fellowes - Bright Young Dead 
Joy Fielding - All the Wrong Places 
Mick Finlay - The Murder Pit 
Lydia Fitzpatrick - Lights All Night Long 
Therese Anne Fowler - A Well-Behaved Woman 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
Tracey Garvis Graves - The Girl He Used to Know 
Anne Griffin - When All Is Said 
Elly Griffiths - The Stranger Diaries 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
John Grisham - The Reckoning 
Stacey Halls - The Familiars 
Ian Hamilton - The Goddess of Yantai 
Steve Hamilton - Honorable Assassin 
Sophie Hannah - The Next to Die 
Amy Harmon - What the Wind Knows 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  

C.S. Harris - Who Slays the Wicked 
Samantha Harvey - The Western Wind 
Peter Heller - The River 
Sally Hepworth - The Mother-in-Law 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Anne Hillerman - The Tale Teller 
Anthony Horowitz - Forever and a Day 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Greg Iles - Cemetery Road 
Peter James - Absolute Proof 
J.A. Jance - The A List 
Bali Kaur Jaswel - The Unlikely Adventures of the  
Shergill Sisters 
Pam Jenoff - The Lost Girls of Paris 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Iris Johanson - Dark Tribute 
Ragnar Jonasson - Rupture 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Guy Gavriel Kay - A Brightness Long Ago 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Julia Kelly - The Light Over Condon 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Stephen King - Elevation 
Thomas King - Matter of Malice 
Barbara Kingsolver - Unsheltered 
Sophie Kinsella - I Owe You One 
Mercedes Lackey - The Bartered Brides 
Caroline Lea - The Glass Woman 
Donna Leon - Unto Us a Son Is Given 
Diane Les Becquets - The Last Woman in the Forest 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Elinor Lipman - Good Riddance 
George R.R. Martin - Fire and Blood    
Val McDermid - Broken Ground 
Liane Moriarty - Nine Perfect Strangers 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Joyce Carol Oates - Hazards of Time Travel 
Stewart O’Nan - Henry, Himself 
Anthony O’Neil - Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Seek 
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
Louise Penny - Kingdom of the Blind 
Anne Perry - Triple Jeopardy 
Carol Potenza - Hearts of the Missing 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Michael Robertson - A Baker Street Wedding 
Eden Robinson - Trickster Drift 
Dianne Setterfild - Once Upon a River 
Lisa Scottoline - Someone Knows 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Lisa See - The Island of Sea Women 
Danielle Steel - Beauchamp Hall 
Victoria Thompson - City of Secrets 
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Adriana Trigiani - Tony’s Wife  
Peter Tremayne - Bloodmoon 
Alison Weir - Anne of Kleve 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Sal by Mick Kitson 
Sal planned it for almost a year before they ran. She nicked an Ordnance Survey map from the school library. She bought a com-
pass, a Bear Grylls knife, waterproofs, and a first aid kit from Amazon using stolen credit cards. She read the SAS Survival Hand-
book and watched loads of YouTube videos. And now Sal knows a lot of stuff. Like how to build a shelter and start a fire; how to 
estimate distances, snare rabbits, and shoot an air gun; and how to protect her sister, Peppa--because Peppa is ten, which is how old 
Sal was when Robert started on her. Told in Sal's distinctive voice, and filled with the silent, dizzying beauty of rural Scotland, Sal 
is a disturbing, uplifting story of survival, of the kindness of strangers, and the irrepressible power of sisterly love, a love that can 
lead us to do extraordinary and unimaginable things.   
 

Carol 
The Other Side of the Bridge by Mary Lawson  
Two brothers, Arthur and Jake Dunn, are the sons of a farmer in the mid-1930s, when life is tough and another world war is loom-
ing. Arthur is reticent, solid, dutiful and set to inherit the farm and his father’s character; Jake is younger, attractive, mercurial and 
dangerous to know – the family misfit. When a beautiful young woman comes into the community, the fragile balance of sibling 
rivalry tips over the edge. Then there is Ian, the family’s next generation, and far too sure he knows the difference between right 
and wrong. By now it is the fifties, and the world has changed – a little, but not enough. These two generations in the small town of 
Struan, Ontario, are tragically interlocked, linked by fate and community but separated by a war which devours its young men – its 
unimaginable horror reaching right into the heart of this remote corner of an empire. With her astonishing ability to turn the ratchet 
of tension slowly and delicately, Lawson builds their story to a shocking climax. Taut with apprehension, surprising us with mo-
ments of tenderness and humour, The Other Side of the Bridge is a compelling, humane and vividly evoked novel with an irresisti-
ble emotional undertow.    

 
Connie 
How to Tame a Beast in Seven Days by Kerrelyn Sparks 
Luciana grew up on the Isle of Moon, hidden away because of her magical powers. But when her father arrives, he offers her a 
choice: remain on the island or return with him and marry the Beast of Benwick in order to save their legacy—and her father's life. 
Lord Leofric, the Beast of Benwick, has not been touched since he was a child. Born with the power to harness lightning, he is a 
danger to everyone he touches. When he meets his betrothed, he expects a loveless, lonely marriage...until he discovers she's vastly 
more powerful than he realized. But is she strong enough to withstand his touch? If they can survive, their love will alter the future 
of the kingdom. But will their extraordinary powers cost them everything?    
 

Emma Joy 
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen 
One of the best-known, most frequently performed of modern plays, A Doll's House richly displays the genius with which Henrik 
Ibsen pioneered modern, realistic prose drama. In the central character of Nora, Ibsen epitomized the human struggle against the 
humiliating constraints of social conformity. Nora's ultimate rejection of a smothering marriage and life in "a doll's house" shocked 
theatergoers of the late 1800s and opened new horizons for playwrights and their audiences. But daring social themes are only one 
aspect of Ibsen's power as a dramatist. A Doll's House shows as well his gifts for creating realistic dialogue, a suspenseful flow of 
events and, above all, psychologically penetrating characterizations that make the struggles of his dramatic personages utterly con-
vincing.            
 

Julie 
Hold the Dark by William Giraldi  
At the start of another pitiless winter, wolves have taken three children from the remote Alaskan village of Keelut, including the six
-year-old son of Medora and Vernon Slone. Wolf expert Russell Core is called in to investigate these killings and discovers an un-
holy truth harbored by Medora before she disappears. When her husband returns home to discover his boy dead and his wife miss-
ing, he begins a maniacal pursuit that cuts a bloody swath across the frozen landscape. With the help of a local police detective, 
Core attempts to find Medora before her husband does, setting in motion a deadly chain of events in this “chilling, mysterious, and 
completely engaging novel.”       
 

Kirstin 
Whole Body Barefoot Transitioning Well to Minimal Footwear by Katy Bowman 
With clear, science-based explanations, Bowman gets to the root of how shoes affect more than just feet, why we can't throw our 
old shoes out the window, and describes in detail the steps necessary to transition to more natural footwear safely and effectively. 
With over twenty exercises (for more than just the feet!), Whole Body Barefoot is a must-have for anyone hoping to improve their 
gait, strengthen their feet, and optimize their health through whole-body alignment.        
 
 



Mary 
The Birdwatcher by William Shaw 
Police Sergeant William South has a good reason to shy away from murder investigations: he is a murderer himself. A methodical, 
diligent, and exceptionally bright detective, South is an avid birdwatcher and trusted figure in his small town on the rugged Kentish 
coast. He also lives with the deeply buried secret that, as a child in Northern Ireland, he may have killed a man. When a fellow bird-
watcher is found murdered in his remote home, South's world flips. The culprit seems to be a drifter from South's childhood; the vic-
tim was the only person connecting South to his early crime; and a troubled, vivacious new female sergeant has been relocated from 
London and assigned to work with South. As our hero investigates, he must work ever-harder to keep his own connections to the vic-
tim, and his past, a secret. The Birdwatcher is British crime fiction at its finest; a stirring portrait of flawed, vulnerable investigators; a 
meticulously constructed mystery; and a primal story of fear, loyalty and vengeance.      

 
Melvyn 
Caliban and the Witch: Women, the Body and Primitive Accumulation by Silvia Federici  
Caliban and the Witch is a history of the body in the transition to capitalism.. Moving from the peasant revolts of the late Middle Ages 
to the witch-hunts and the rise of mechanical philosophy, Federici investigates the capitalist rationalization of social reproduction. She 
shows that the primitive accumulation argument Marx uses ignores the part played both by women and the Indigenous populations in 
the new world in providing capitalism with this initial capital impetus along the road to full capitalist development. Federici argues 
that the battle against the rebel body and the conflict between body and mind are essential conditions for the development of labor 
power and self-ownership, two central principles of modern social organization, and discusses the role the witch hunts played in the 
early years of capitalist development. 
 

Miranda 
Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata, translated by Ginny Tapley Takemori 
Keiko Furukura had always been considered a strange child, and her parents always worried how she would get on in the real world, 
so when she takes on a job in a convenience store while at university, they are delighted for her. For her part, in the convenience store 
she finds a predictable world mandated by the store manual, which dictates how the workers should act and what they should say, and 
she copies her coworkers' style of dress and speech patterns so she can play the part of a normal person. However, eighteen years lat-
er, at age 36, she is still in the same job, has never had a boyfriend, and has only few friends. She feels comfortable in her life but is 
aware that she is not living up to society's expectations and causing her family to worry about her. When a similarly alienated but cyn-
ical and bitter young man comes to work in the store, he will upset Keiko's contented stasis--but will it be for the better? Sayaka Mu-
rata brilliantly captures the atmosphere of the familiar convenience store that is so much part of life in Japan. With some laugh-out-
loud moments prompted by the disconnect between Keiko's thoughts and those of the people around her, she provides a sharp look at 
Japanese society and the pressure to conform, as well as penetrating insights into the female mind. Convenience Store Woman is a 
fresh, charming portrait of an unforgettable heroine.    
 

Sharon 
Desolation Mountain by William Kent Krueger  
All his life, Stephen O’Connor has had visions of tragedies to come. When he experiences the vision of a great bird shot from the sky, 
he knows something terrible is about to happen. The crash of a private plane on Desolation Mountain in a remote part of the Iron Lake 
Reservation, which kills a United States senator and most of her family, confirms Stephen’s worst fears. Stephen joins his father, 
Cork O’Connor and a few Ojibwe men from the nearby Iron Lake reservation to sift through the smoldering wreckage when the FBI 
arrives and quickly assumes control of the situation. What seems like the end of the O’Connors’ involvement is, however, only the 
beginning of a harrowing journey to understand the truth behind the Senator’s death. As he initiates his own probe, Cork O’Connor 
stumbles upon a familiar face in Bo Thorson, a private security consultant whose unnamed clients have hired him to look quietly into 
the cause of the crash. The men agree to join forces in their investigation, but soon Cork begins to wonder if Thorson’s loyalties lie 
elsewhere. In that far north Minnesota County, which is overrun with agents of the FBI, NTSB, DoD, and even members of a 
rightwing militia, all of whom have their own agendas, Cork, Stephen, and Bo attempt to navigate a perilous course. Roadblocked by 
lies from the highest levels of government, uncertain who to trust, and facing growing threats the deeper they dig for answers, the 
three men finally understand that to get to the truth, they will have to face the great menace, a beast of true evil lurking in the 
woods—a beast with a murderous intent of unimaginable scale.  
 

Victoria 
Starless by Jacqueline Carey  
Let your mind be like the eye of the hawk…Destined from birth to serve as protector of the princess Zariya, Khai is trained in the arts 
of killing and stealth by a warrior sect in the deep desert; yet there is one profound truth that has been withheld from him. In the court 
of the Sun-Blessed, Khai must learn to navigate deadly intrigue and his own conflicted identity…but in the far reaches of the western 
seas, the dark god Miasmus is rising, intent on nothing less than wholesale destruction. If Khai is to keep his soul’s twin Zariya alive, 
their only hope lies with an unlikely crew of prophecy-seekers on a journey that will take them farther beneath the starless skies than 
anyone can imagine.    



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

The Last Sentence, directed by Jan Troell. Set against the backdrop of WWII, The Last Sentence is based on the life of 
crusading journalist Torgny Segerstedt, editor-in-chief of one of Sweden's leading newspapers, highlighting his one-
man battle against Nazism and his country's policy of appeasement to Hitler. With Sweden caught between Nazi Ger-
many and Stalin's Russia, the country's elites chose a policy of neutrality and compliance, with few daring to speak up 
against the evil around them. Among those who did, nobody was as loud and as uncompromising as Segerstedt, one 
of the most prominent Swedish journalists of the 20th century. In the eyes of many of his countrymen, his pen was far 
more dangerous than the Nazi sword. Amidst the political turmoil of the era, Segerstedt's own personal life took a 
dramatic and scandalous turn as he entered into a very public affair with Maja Forssman, the Jewish wife of his close 
friend, the newspaper's publisher.   
 
Journey’s End, directed by Saul Dibb. March, 1918. C-company arrives to take its turn in the front-line trenches of 
norther France, led by the war-weary Captain Stanhope. With a German offensive imminently approaching, the offic-
ers and their cook  use food and the memories of their lives before the war to distract themselves, while Stanhope 
soaks his fear in whisky, unable to deal with the dread of the inevitable. A young officer, Raleigh, arrives fresh out of 
training and abuzz with the excitement of his first real posting - not least because he is to serve under Stanhope, his 
former school house monitor and the object of his sister's affections. Each man is trapped, the days ticking by, the 
tension rising and the attack drawing ever closer...  
 
 
The Last Post, directed by Miranda Bowen and Jonny Campbell. The Last Post follows a unit of Royal Military Police 
and their families in British-controlled Aden, Yemen in 1965. Newlyweds Honor and Joe Martin, the latter a captain 
with the RMP, arrive into the mix and must adapt to their new environment and their new lives together. Throughout 
the community, relationships are tested as the women struggle against what is expected of them as army wives. At 
work, the army unit fights a growing insurgency and faces constant threats from hand grenades and snipers. While at 
home, life continues as the emancipation and liberation of the '60s reaches the base and the BP beach club. Creator 
and writer Peter Moffat, whose father was an officer in the RMP, drew on childhood memories as inspiration for the 
dramatic series.  
 
 
Last of the Unjust, directed by Claude Lanzmann.1975. In Rome, Claude Lanzmann filmed a series of interviews with 
Benjamin Murmelstein, the last President of the Jewish Council in the Theresienstadt ghetto in Czechoslovakia, the 
only "Elder of the Jews"* not to have been killed during the war. A rabbi in Vienna, following the annexation of Aus-
tria by Germany in 1938, Murmelstein fought bitterly with Adolf Eichmann, week after week for seven years, manag-
ing to help around 121,000 Jews leave the country, and preventing the liquidation of the ghetto. 2012. Claude 
Lanzmann, at 87 - without masking anything of the passage of time on men, but showing the incredible permanence 
of the locations involved -exhumes these interviews shot in Rome, returning to Theresienstadt, the town "given to the 
Jews by Hitler", a so-‐called model ghetto, but a ghetto of deceit chosen by Adolf Eichmann to dupe the world. We 
discover the extraordinary personality of Benjamin Murmelstein: a man blessed with a dazzling intelligence and a 

true courage, which, along with an unrivaled memory, makes him a wonderfully wry, sardonic and authentic storyteller. Through 
these three periods, from Nisko in Poland to Theresienstadt, and from Vienna to Rome, the film provides an unprecedented insight 
into the genesis of the Final Solution. It reveals the true face of Eichmann, and exposes without artifice the savage contradictions of 
the Jewish Councils.  

 
Disney on the Front Lines, directed by Ben Sharpsteen, Bill Justice, Bill Roberts, Clyde Geronimi, Ford Beebe. On 
December 8, 1941, the Disney Studio was taken over by the military as part of the war effort. World War II trans-
formed the Disney Studio. Although nearly one-third of the artists had been drafted, production quintupled, up to 
95% of it for military and government uses. Some of the films included in On the Front Lines have not been seen 
since their initial release; others were never shown to the general public. Many of the wartime entertainment shorts 
are largely propaganda. Some are still hilarious slapstick, while others have aged less gracefully. Front Lines also 
includes several health films made for the Office of Inter-American Affairs, and bond-buying shorts for Canada that 
reuse animation from Snow White and "Three Little Pigs." (Rated G, suitable for ages 10 and older: violence, ethnic 
stereotypes, tobacco use)  
 

 
 
 
 

November  Spotlight 
At War 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



fter a blus-
tery Septem-
ber the 
weather 

wizards had let the subjects 
finish their harvest and 
clean their yards for the 
coming winter.  The Royal 
Library was once again 
busy with their fall pro-
grams and the Royal Chil-
dren were registered in 
their reading pro-
grams.  Autumn trivia is the 
topic of interest this month. 
 
Lady Christina had attended a course in Jasper where she 
studied the history of our Indigenous people.  She learned a 
lot and the mountains were beautiful.  Trivia-Gray squirrels 
get smarter in the fall when they are gathering food for win-
ter.  Their hippocampus increases 15% compared to the rest 
of the year. 
 
Lady Connie was enjoying doing crafts with her daughter-
in-law and was often found shopping for excellent craft 
deals.  Trivia:  Monarch butterflies migrate 2500 miles each 
year flying at a rate of 5-30 mph.   
 
Lady Sharon and Sir Rick had spent a beautiful weekend in 
Nordegg where they celebrated Sir Rick's birthday.  Triv-
ia:  Not to be outdone the Arctic tern migrates 44000 miles 
between Greenland and Antarctica, the longest migration of 
any species. 
 
Lady Mary was pleased that the weather had dried her gar-
den enough to rototill and she put her yard in order for the 
winter.  Trivia:  No film with Autumn in the title has ever 
won an Oscar.  (There couldn't be a more useless fact.)   
 
Lady Miranda had celebrated Princess Lydia's birthday with 
an excellent treasure hunt and delicious cake.  Triv-
ia:  Weight gain around autumn is thought to be because of 
a lack of Vitamin D which triggers fat storage.  (This is not 
to suggest that Lady Miranda has any weight gain!) 
 
Wizard Melvyn had changed Lady Mary's program room 
from autumn to winter and the children would be delighted 
when classes began again.  Trivia:  According to research-
ers, people born in the fall have a longer life span.   
 
Lady Victoria had been filling in for people at work which 
was much appreciated.  As well, I can say that I have seen 
more of Lady Victoria this last month than perhaps ever 
before.  Trivia:  According to NASA, autumn is "Aurora 
Season" because geomagnetic storms are about twice as 
frequent as the annual average during the fall. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Kirstin has also informed this 
scribe that the renovations are com-
plete and she has a fully functioning 
mud room in her home.  Trivia:  Re-
searchers have noted that people lose 
more hair in the autumn.  It is thought 
that the body protects the scalp in the 
summer from the sun.     
 
Lady Amy reports that she has done 
absolutely nothing this last month but 
she probably has exaggerated her 
idleness.  Trivia:  Researchers have 
noted that when we turn back the 
clock in the fall, heart attacks and car 

accidents decrease. 
 
Lady Julie was enjoying her walks in the mornings and she 
even took her dog with her so he could enjoy the fresh air 
as well.  So thoughtful.  Trivia:  It is thought by some that 
catching a leaf as it falls from the tree brings a month of 
good luck. 
 
Lady Emma Joy had given an excellent presentation about 
her trip to Europe and continued her studies at the halls of 
higher learning.  Trivia:  Athletic children are more likely 
to be born in the autumn. 
 
Lady Carol had been working at the Royal Library for a full 
year and she still had a smile on her face.  Trivia:  A harvest 
moon is the full moon closest to the autumn equinox.  Be-
fore artificial light, farmers depended on the moon to help 
with the harvest.       
 
The next two months promised to be busy at the library 
since the subjects were already preparing for the Christmas 
festivities.  Crafts, recipes and holiday events would start 
very soon and the library ladies were ready. 
   
 
 

 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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