
MCMPL NEWSLETTER 
Mary C. Moore Public Library 

Announcements & Events                      About Us 

Online newsletter: http://www.lacombelibrary.com/newsletter / 
 
Monthly feature display: Check out our  display of fiction and non-fiction about the World Wars 
and other major conflicts. 
 
The Library will be CLOSED Friday, November 11. Take time to Remember. 
 
Friends of the Library Big Book Sale: Thursday, November  24, 5-9pm in the Servus room in the 
LMC. Previously enjoyed books, movies, music and magazines — Something for everyone! $1 per 
item or $5 for a bag full! All proceeds benefit the Mary C Moore Public Library. Donations of books 
gratefully accepted at the library until November 22. Thank you to everyone who has donated! 
 
Author Visits: Thur sday, November  3, 1:30-3pm. Lorraine Lohr Cathro will present her latest 
book Branching Out: Writing Family History with Others: Processes, Rewards and Challenges, and 
will discuss aspects of the collaborative writing process. Join us in the South County Room in the 
LMC. Then, Saturday, November 19, 2-3pm in the library. Central Alberta author Eleanor Bertin 
will present her new novel Lifelines. Everyone is welcome to these free events. 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, November 2,16 & 30, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Re-
lax, unwind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. This program 
is free to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. See our website for upcoming dates. 
 
Film Club: Film Club has run its course, but stay tuned for  exciting news about future film 
related programming! 
 
Armchair Travel series: November  8 at 7pm in the LMC: “New Zealand: Two Islands, Two 
Countries,” presented by Grant Oatway. Grant will share highlights from a recent trip to vibrant, 
unique New Zealand. 
 
Local History series: NO presentation in November . Ser ies will resume Thursday, December  1, 
7pm in the LMC with “A Child in Britain, WWII,” presented by Sylvia Gillespie. 
 
 Book Club: For  our  December  6 meeting we are reading The Lake House by Kate Mor ton . 
“Living on her family’s idyllic lakeside estate in Cornwall, England, Alice Edevane is a bright, in-
quisitive, innocent, and precociously talented sixteen-year-old who loves to write stories. But the 
mysteries she pens are no match for the one her family is about to endure…. A lush, atmospheric tale 
of intertwined destinies, this latest novel from a masterful storyteller is an enthralling, thoroughly 
satisfying read.” 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  fall programs began Monday, August 29 at 
10am. Classes run September 12 - October 29 and November 7 - December 16. No classes Novem-
ber 11. *All programs are FULL. The next intake will be in January — info will be announced in 
December. See our website for monthly free special events. 
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New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

 
Hag-Seed by Margaret Atwood  
When Felix is deposed as artistic director of the Makeshiweg Theatre Festival by his devious assistant and longtime 
enemy, his production of The Tempest is canceled and he is heartbroken. Reduced to a life of exile in rural southern 
Ontario—accompanied only by his fantasy daughter, Miranda, who died twelve years ago—Felix devises a plan for 
retribution. Eventually he takes a job teaching Literacy Through Theatre to the prisoners at the nearby Burgess Cor-
rectional Institution, and is making a modest success of it when an auspicious star places his enemies within his reach. 
With the help of their own interpretations, digital effects, and the talents of a professional actress and choreographer, 
the Burgess Correctional Players prepare to video their Tempest. Not surprisingly, they view Caliban as the character 
with whom they have the most in common. However, Felix has another twist in mind, and his enemies are about to 

find themselves taking part in an interactive and illusion-ridden version of The Tempest that will change their lives forever. But 
how will Felix deal with his invisible Miranda’s decision to take a part in the play?   

 
The Wangs vs. the World by Jade Chang  
Charles Wang is mad at America. A brash, lovable immigrant businessman who built a cosmetics empire and made a 
fortune, he’s just been ruined by the financial crisis. Now all Charles wants is to get his kids safely stowed away so 
that he can go to China and attempt to reclaim his family’s ancestral lands—and his pride. Charles pulls Andrew, his 
aspiring comedian son, and Grace, his style-obsessed daughter, out of schools he can no longer afford. Together with 
their stepmother, Barbra, they embark on a cross-country road trip from their foreclosed Bel-Air home to the upstate 
New York hideout of the eldest daughter, disgraced art world it-girl Saina. But with his son waylaid by a temptress in 
New Orleans, his wife ready to defect for a set of 1,000-thread-count sheets, and an epic smash-up in North Carolina, 

Charles may have to choose between the old world and the new, between keeping his family intact and finally fulfilling his dream 
of starting anew in China. Outrageously funny and full of charm.  

 
Spawning Grounds by Gail Anderson-Dargatz 
On one side of the river is a ranch once owned by Eugene Robertson, who came in the gold rush around 1860, and 
stayed on as a homesteader. On the other side is a Shuswap community that has its own tangled history with the river-
-and the whites. At the heart of the novel are Hannah and Brandon Robertson, teenagers who have been raised by 
their grandfather after they lost their mother. As the novel opens, the river is dying, its flow reduced to a trickle, and 
Hannah is carrying salmon past the choke point to the spawning grounds while her childhood best friend, Alex, leads 
a Native protest against the development further threatening the river. When drowning nearly claims the lives of both 
Hannah's grandfather and her little brother, their world is thrown into chaos. Hannah, Alex, and most especially Bran-
don come to doubt their own reality as they are pulled deep into Brandon's numinous visions, which summon the 

myths of Shuswap culture and tragic family stories of the past. The novel hovers beautifully in the fluid boundary between past and 
present, between the ordinary world and the world of the spirit, all disordered by the human and environmental crises that have knit 
the white and Native worlds together in love, and hate, and tragedy for 150 years. Can Hannah and her brother, and Alex, find a 
way forward that will neither destroy the river nor themselves?"  

 
The Journey by Francesca Sanna  
What is it like to have to leave everything behind and travel many miles to somewhere unfamiliar and strange? 
A mother and her two children set out on such a journey; one filled with fear of the unknown, but also great 
hope. Based on her own interactions with people forced to seek a new home, and told from the perspective of a 
young child, Francesca Sanna has created a beautiful and sensitive book that is full of significance for our time. 
"A necessary, artful, and searing story." - Kirkus Reviews, starred review. 
 

 
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
With his breakout debut novel, Rules of Civility, Amor Towles established himself as a master of absorbing, sophisti-
cated fiction, bringing late 1930s Manhattan to life with splendid atmosphere and a flawless command of style. A Gen-
tleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. When, in 
1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house arrest in the 
Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never 
worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian 
history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a 

much larger world of emotional discovery. Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene 
after another, this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what it means to be 
a man of purpose.  
 

 

 

 
 



Readalikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Great Canadian War Novels 
 

No Man’s Land by Kevin Major  
Set in France during World War l, No Man's Land pulls us into the lives of the young men of the Newfoundland Regi-
ment as they prepare to set out for the trenches and what will come to be known as the Battle of the Somme. A classic 
war novel, the book is equally effective in its portrayal of the camaraderie and unnatural quiet before the storm, as in 
its graphic account of the fight to make it through the barbed wire and sweep of machine-gun bullets. Beyond the 
trenches were lovers and mothers and others who held them dear. The soldiers were part of the immeasurable turmoil 
of war, yet as they travelled to dangerous and distant lands they were never without the spirit and humour they brought 
from their homeland. Two hundred and seventy-two Newfoundlanders who went over the top on July 1, 1916 were 
killed. No regiment suffered more casualties. It was the single greatest disaster in the island's history.  
 
God’s Sparrows by Philip Child  
A horrifying description of war as embodied in the vain and inglorious futility of World War I, God’s Sparrows is a 
novel rich in compassion and firm in its faith in the human spirit. Philip Child created a Canadian family saga that is 
still raw a lifetime later. As his characters struggle to maintain their humanity under agonizing circumstances, Child’s 
book, first published in 1937, remains stirring testimony to their resilience. It offers profound insight into the experi-
ence of the Great War, as not just a global catastrophe, but also as a crucible in which the whole of his nation found 
itself tested.   
 
 
The Sojourn by Alan Cumyn  
Highly praised as one of the best novels of the First World War, Alan Cumyn’s The Sojourn tells the story of a young 
Canadian soldier’s emotional journey through duty, fear, and love. From the front lines at Ypres to the seductive 
streets of London to memories of a West Coast childhood, we follow Ramsay Crome, a private with the 7th Canadian 
Pioneers who has volunteered against his father’s wishes. After a particularly horrible assault, Ramsay is granted a ten
-day leave to London. It is here that he meets his cousin Margaret, a fervent objector to the war and the woman who 
will determine his fate in unexpected ways. As Ramsay tumbles into the suffocating embrace of family and the whirl 
of city life, he is forced to defend his honour and confront his own doubts and terror about the war, knowing that he 
must ultimately return to the Front. The Sojourn is a powerful yet intimate story about the passions of ordinary people 

caught in the tide of war.   
 
Broken Ground by Jack Hodgins  
Broken Ground is a riveting exploration of the dark, brooding presence of the First World War in the lives of the in-
habitants of a “soldier’s settlement” on Vancouver Island. From out of a stubborn, desolate landscape studded with 
tree stumps, the settlers of Portuguese Creek have built a new life for themselves. But when an encroaching forest fire 
threatens this fledgling settlement, it also intensifies the remembered horrors of war. The story of Portuguese Creek is 
told by several of its citizens, including a boy trying to recover from the sudden loss of his father, and a former teacher 
haunted by what happened to the soldiers he led in France. With a memorable cast of characters, and by turns heart-
rending and tragic, humorous and humane, Broken Ground is a powerful novel that immerses us in the lives of an en-
tire community.   
 
The Deep by Mary Swan 
The Deep is a vivid, accomplished tale of twin sisters caught up in the mania that was World War I. The year is 1918. 
Esther and Ruth, living a life privileged and protected, embark upon a journey to France that will profoundly affect 
their relationship with each other, those they leave behind and those they have yet to meet. In France, their experiences 
bring them face to face with the horrors and tragedy of war, but also expose them to a world alive with drama. Mary 
Swan's ability to create the images and atmosphere of this strange world is her greatest strength.  
 
 
 
Deafening by Frances Itani 
Deaf since she was five years old, Grania has learned that watching is not always enough to survive in the world of the 
hearing. She has learned that words can often be impossible to see, their shape disappearing into a place where she 
cannot decipher their skittery ways. Sent to the Ontario School for the Deaf in Belleville, Grania must learn to live 
away from her loving family, lonely for the company of her sister and the secret language they shared. When Grania 
falls in love with Jim, a young hearing man from the east coast, her life seems complete, but the First World War soon 
tears them apart and sweeps him into the worst of experiences—trench warfare. At the Western Front, Jim is tested to 
his limit as he and his buddy Irish—both stretcher bearers—retrieve the shattered bodies of their comrades. Itani’s 

depiction of a world where sound exists only in the margins is a singular feat in literary fiction, a place difficult to leave and even 
harder to forget. Elegantly written, with grace and precision, Deafening is, above all, a deeply moving journey through the strands of 
strength and vulnerability that weave heart and spirit together.  



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Lyrebird by Cecelia Ahern 
This Was a Man by Jeffrey Archer 
Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine 
Arden 
The Twenty-Three by Linwood Barclay 
No Man’s Land by David Baldacci 
Death of a Ghost by M.C. Beaton 
Wolf on a String by Benjamin Black 
Wenjack by Joseph Boyden 
History of Loneliness by John Boyne 
Thrice a Brinded Cat Hath Mew’d by 
Alan Bradley 
Cakewalk by Rita Mae Brown 
Merrick by Ken Bruen 
Dead Man’s Daughter by Edna Buchan-
anan 
Suicide Motor Club by Chris Buehlman 
Jealous Kid by James Lee Burke 
Into the Savage Country by Shannon 
Burke 
Killing Winter by Tom Calloghan 
Moonglow by Michael Chabon 
Night School by Lee Child 
Egg Drop Dead by Laura Childs 
Ruffle of Silk by Alys Clare 
Knocked by Carol Higgins Clark 
As Time Goes By by Mary Higgins Clark 
The Sleeping Beauty Killer by Mary Hig-
gins Clark & Alafair Burke  
Cold Earth by Ann Cleeves 
Moth Catcher by Ann Cleeves 
Man Who Fell from the Sky by Margaret 
Coel 
The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael 
Connelly  
The Flame Bearer by Bernard Cornwell  
Chaos by Patricia Cornwell 
Insidious by Catherine Coulter 
Garden of Lamentations Deborah Crom-
bie 
the Wonder by Emma Donoghue  
House of Echoes by Brendan Duffy 
Buried in the Country by Carola Dunn  
Turbo Twenty-Three by Janet Evanovich 
Terrible Virtue by Ellen Feldman 
The Whole Town’s Talking by Fannie 
Flagg  
Here I Am by Jonathan Safran Foer  
I’ll See You in Paris by Michelle Gable 
Death’s Mistress by Terry Goodkind  
Angora Alibi by Sally Gostenbaum 
Darkest Journey by Heather Graham  
Smoke and Mirrors by Elly Griffiths  
The Whistler by John Grisham  
The Couturier of Milan by Ian Hamilton  
Conclave by Robert Harris 
One Under by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
Star Fall by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
 

House With No Windows by Nadia Hash-
imi 
The Railwayman’s Wife by Ashley Hay 
The Year of the Locust by Terry Hayes 
Razor Girl by Carl Hiaasen  
Fall of Moscow Station by Mark Henshaw 
Detective Galileo by Keigo Higashino 
Under the Midnight Sun by Keigo Hi-
gashino  
The Midnight Bell by Jack Higgins  
Here’s to Us by Elin Hilderbrand 
Winter Storms by Elin Hilderbrand  
Faithful by Alice Hoffman  
Wait for the Dark by Kay Hooper  
Ghosts of Misty Hollow by Sue Ann Jaf-
farian 
No Cats Allowed by Miranda James 
The Mistletoe Murder & Other Stories by 
P.D. James 
Love You Dead by Peter James 
Downfall by J.A. Jance 
Dead Ground in Between by Maureen 
Jennings 
Night and Day by Iris Johansen 
Theory of Death by Faye Kellerman 
End of Watch by Stephen King 
Ashley Bell by Dean Koontz 
Secret Forest by Dean Koontz 
Manitou Canyon by William Kent Krue-
ger 
Closer to the Chest by Mercedes Lackey 
Catalyst Killing by Hans Olav Lahlum 
Chameleon People by Hans Olav Lahlum  
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee  
Fatal by John Lescroart  
Sweet Tomorrow by Debbie Macomber 
The Casebook of Newbury and Hobbes by 
George Mann 
Against the Tide by Kat Martin 
Coffin Road by Peter May 
The Last Temptation Val McDermid 
Kingdom of Darkness by Andy McDer-
mott 
Nutshell by Ian McEwan  
The Witches of New York by Ami 
McKay  
The Last Days of Night by Graham Moore  
Bury Them Deep by James Oswald 
Prayer for the Dead by James Oswald 
Christmas Escape by Anne Perry 
By Gaslight by Steven Price  
Rather Be the Devil by Ian Rankin  
Dark Corners by Ruth Rendell 
Two Nights by Kathy Reichs 
Service of the Dead by Candace Robb 
Brotherhood in Death by J.D. Robb 
Bay of Sighs by Nora Roberts 
Stars of Fortune by Nora Roberts 
Zero-G by William Shatner 
Mandibles by Lionel Shriver 
Big Showdown by Mickey Spillane 
The Award by Danielle Steel  

The Mistress by Danielle Steel  
Modern Lovers by Emma Straub 
Fly by Night by Andrea Thalasinos 
Foreign Agent by Brad Thor 
Shattered Tree by Charles Todd 
Ice Age by Fred Vargas 
Katherine of Aragon by Alison Weir 
Deep Blue by Randy Wayne White 
 

Adult Non-Fiction 
 
The Winter Fortress: The Epic Mission to 
Sabotage Hitler’s Atomic Bomb by Neal 
Bascomb 
River of Time by Naomi Judd 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
It’s a Long Story by Willie Nelson 
Jamie’s Christmas Cookbook by Jamie 
Oliver 
John McCrae: Beyond Flanders Field by 
Susan Raby-Dunne 
Suffer the Little Children: Genocide, In-
digenous Nations and the Canadian State 
by Tamara Starblanket & Ward Churchill  
Time of Your Life by Margaret Trudeau 
Embers : Ojibway Meditations  by Rich-
ard Wagamese  

 
Young Adult Fiction 
 
All the Major Constellations by Pratima 
Cranse  
Da Vinci’s Tiger by L.M. Elliott 
Trilogy of Two by Juman Malouf 
Soundless by Richelle Mead 
OCDaniel by Wesley King 
Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry  
Wink Poppy Midnight by April Tucholke  
End of Fun by Sean McGinty  
Surviving High School by Lele Pons  
Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel 
Savit  
A Steep and Thorny Way by Cat Winters 
Asking for It by Louise O’Neill  
Blackhearts by Nicole Castroman  
Jerkbait by Mia Siegert 
After the Woods by Kim Savage  
Heir to the Sky by Amanda Sun  
Rebel Bully Geek Pariah by Jade Lange 
Stone Field by Christy Lenzi  
I'll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson  
Gemini by Sonja Mukherjee 
These Vicious Masks by Tarun Shanker 
Longbow Girl by Linda Davies  
Drag Teen by Jeffery Self  
Railhead  by Philip Reeve  
Fierce and Subtle Poison by Samantha 
Mabry  
 
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Shtum by Jem Lester 
Powerful, darkly funny and heart-breaking, Shtum is a story about fathers and sons, autism, and dysfunctional relationships. Ben 
Jewell has hit breaking point. His ten-year-old son Jonah has severe autism and Ben and his wife, Emma, are struggling to cope. 
When Ben and Emma fake a separation - a strategic decision to further Jonah's case in an upcoming tribunal - Ben and Jonah move 
in with Georg, Ben's elderly father. In a small house in North London, three generations of men - one who can't talk; two who 
won't - are thrown together.       

 
Arlene 
The Cold Dish by Craig Johnson 
Walt Longmire, sheriff of Wyoming's Absaroka County, knows he's got trouble when Cody Pritchard is found dead. Two years 
earlier, Cody and three accomplices had been given suspended sentences for raping a Northern Cheyenne girl. Is someone seeking 
vengeance? Longmire faces one of the more volatile and challenging cases in his twenty-four years as sheriff and means to see that 
revenge, a dish that is best served cold, is never served at all.      

 
Connie 
Cat’s Claw by Susan Wittig Albert 
Police Chief Sheila Dawson believes the death of Pecan Spring's computer guru, Larry Kirk, to be a suicide, perhaps triggered by 
his painful divorce. Further investigation reveals that Kirk's death wasn't self-inflicted. And the truth is reinforced by her friend 
China Bayles' news-Larry recently asked her for legal advice in regards to a stalker. As a police chief in a male-dominated force, 
Sheila meets many challenges, especially when her theories rock the boat in high profile cases like that of George Timms. He was 
caught breaking into Larry's computer shop to steal his own computer back because of dangerous personal information it con-
tained. Now that Larry is dead, she's sure it's connected to the burglary. And she's also sure she'll get plenty of resistance on her 
assessment. Timms's time to turn himself in to the police comes and goes, and he's nowhere to be found. In her investigation, Shei-
la uncovers secrets, terrible secrets that would drive anyone to kill. So who then? It's up to Sheila to prove she's got what it takes to 
hunt down the predator that's loose on the streets of Pecan Springs. 
 

 Emma Joy 
Shallow Graves by Kali Wallace   
Breezy remembers leaving the party: the warm, wet grass under her feet, her cheek still stinging from a slap to her face. But when 
she wakes up, scared and pulling dirt from her mouth, a year has passed and she can’t explain how. Nor can she explain the man 
lying at her grave, dead from her touch, or why her heartbeat comes and goes. She doesn’t remember who killed her or why. All 
she knows is that she’s somehow conscious—and not only that, she’s able to sense who around her is hiding a murderous past. 
Haunted by happy memories from her life, Breezy sets out to find answers in the gritty, threatening world to which she now be-
longs—where killers hide in plain sight, and a sinister cult is hunting for strange creatures like her. What she discovers is at once 
empowering, redemptive, and dangerous.  
 

Julie 
Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy & Tom Percival 
Meet Skulduggery Pleasant. Sure, he may lose his head now and again (in fact, he won his current skull in a poker match), but he 
is much more than he appears to be—which is good, considering that he is, basically, a skeleton. Skulduggery may be long dead, 
but he is also a mage who dodged the grave so that he could save the world from an ancient evil. But to defeat it, he'll need the 
help of a new partner: a not so innocent twelve-year-old girl named Stephanie. That's right, they're the heroes. Stephanie and Skul-
duggery are quickly caught up in a battle to stop evil forces from acquiring her recently deceased uncle's most prized possession—
the Sceptre of the Ancients. The Ancients were the good guys, an extinct race of uber-magicians from the early days of the earth, 
and the scepter is their most dangerous weapon, one capable of killing anyone and destroying anything. Back in the day, they used 
it to banish the bad guys, the evil Faceless Ones. Unfortunately, in the way of bad guys everywhere, the Faceless Ones are staging 
a comeback and no one besides our two heroes believes in the Faceless Ones, or even that the Sceptre is real. So Stephanie and 
Skulduggery set off to find the Sceptre, fend off the minions of the bad guys, beat down vampires and the undead, prove the exist-
ence of the Ancients and the Faceless Ones, all while trading snappy, snippy banter worthy of the best screwball comedies.    
 

Kirstin 
Seacrow Island by Astrid Lindgren, translated by Evelyn Ramsden  
Tiny Seacrow Island is one of hundreds of islands in the sparkling blue of the Baltic Sea. Though small, it has everything you’d 
want in an island: woods to wander in, flowers to pick, fish to catch, boats to sail in, all kinds of animals. But it doesn’t have very 
many young people. So when the four Melkerson kids and their father move into Carpenter’s Cottage one June day, they’re imme-
diately welcomed by the resourceful islanders. Before long Seacrow Island and Carpenter’s Cottage (tumbledown and leaky 
though it may be) have become a real home for the Melkersons. Seacrow Island is a remarkable story, filled with sweetness and 
sorrow, humor and suspense, and peopled with the vivid, unexpected, wonderfully winning characters we’ve come to expect from 
the creator of the unforgettable Pippi Longstocking.   
 



Mary 
Manitou Canyon by William Kent Krueger  
Since the violent deaths of his wife, father, and best friend all occurred in previous Novembers, Cork O’Connor has always consid-
ered it to be the cruelest of months. Yet, his daughter has chosen this dismal time of year in which to marry, and Cork is understand-
ably uneasy. His concern comes to a head when a man camping in Minnesota’s Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness goes 
missing. As the official search ends with no recovery in sight, Cork is asked by the man’s family to stay on the case. Although the 
wedding is fast approaching and the weather looks threatening, he accepts and returns to that vast wilderness on his own. As the sky 
darkens and the days pass, Cork’s family anxiously awaits his return. Finally certain that something has gone terribly wrong, they 
fly by floatplane to the lake where the missing man was last seen. Locating Cork’s campsite, they find no sign of their father. They 
do find blood, however. A lot of it. With an early winter storm on the horizon, it’s a race against time as Cork’s family struggles to 
uncover the mystery behind these disappearances. Little do they know, not only is Cork’s life on the line, but so are the lives of hun-
dreds of others.     

 
Melvyn 
Price Paid: The Fight for First Nations Survival by Bev Sellars  
Price Paid untangles truth from some of the myths about First Nations at the same time that it addresses misconceptions still widely 
believed today. The second book by award-winning author Bev Sellars, the book begins with glimpses of the vast contributions 
(food, medicine, cultural and political practices) North America's indigenous peoples have made for worldwide benefit. It docu-
ments the dark period of regulation by racist laws during the twentieth century, and then discusses new emergence in the twenty-first 
century into a re-establishment of Indigenous land and resource rights. The result is a candidly told, unique, personal take on the 
history of a culture's fight for their rights and survival.  
 

Miranda 
Commonwealth by Ann Patchett  
One Sunday afternoon in Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before even-
ing falls, he has kissed Franny’s mother, Beverly—thus setting in motion the dissolution of their marriages and the joining of two 
families. Spanning five decades, Commonwealth explores how this chance encounter reverberates through the lives of the four par-
ents and six children involved. Spending summers together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children forge a lasting bond that is 
based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the strange and genuine affection that grows up between them. When, in her 
twenties, Franny begins an affair with the legendary author Leon Posen and tells him about her family, the story of her siblings is no 
longer hers to control. Their childhood becomes the basis for his wildly successful book, ultimately forcing them to come to terms 
with their losses, their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection they feel for one another.    
 

Sharon 
Thrice the Brinded Cat Hath Mew’d by Alan Bradley  
In spite of being ejected from Miss Bodycote’s Female Academy in Canada, twelve-year-old Flavia de Luce is excited to be sailing 
home to England. But instead of a joyous homecoming, she is greeted on the docks with unfortunate news: Her father has fallen ill, 
and a hospital visit will have to wait while he rests. But with Flavia’s blasted sisters and insufferable cousin underfoot, Buckshaw 
now seems both too empty—and not empty enough. Only too eager to run an errand for the vicar’s wife, Flavia hops on her trusty 
bicycle, Gladys, to deliver a message to a reclusive wood-carver. Finding the front door ajar, Flavia enters and stumbles upon the 
poor man’s body hanging upside down on the back of his bedroom door. The only living creature in the house is a feline that shows 
little interest in the disturbing scene. Curiosity may not kill this cat, but Flavia is energized at the prospect of a new investigation. 
It’s amazing what the discovery of a corpse can do for one’s spirits. But what awaits Flavia will shake her to the very core.   
 

Victoria 
The Complaints by Ian Rankin  
Nobody likes The Complaints--they're the cops who investigate other cops. It's a department known within the force as "The Dark 
Side," and it's where Malcolm Fox works. He's a serious man with a father in a nursing home and a sister who persists in an abusive 
relationship, frustrating problems about which he cannot seem to do anything. Then the reluctant Fox is given a new case. There's a 
cop named Jamie Breck, and he's dirty. The problem is, no one can prove it. As Fox takes on the job, he learns that there's more to 
Breck than anyone thinks--dangerous knowledge, especially when a vicious murder takes place far too close to home. 

Source: goodreads.com 



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
Queen and Country, directed by John Boorman. Bill Rohan−a child of the Blitz−comes of age just in time for the Kore-
an War. Still absurdly young, Bill and his new buddies master the art of poking fun at petty tyrants in boot camp, hunger 
for weekend leave with local beauties, and cherish home as their refuge. Savor this poignant and powerful mix of laugh-
ter, longing and the launch of adulthood in time of war, starring Callum Turner, and the great Richard E. Grant 
(Downton Abbey, Doctor Who). A moving and sometimes funny film, based on the early life of five-time Academy 
Award-nominated director and writer John Boorman.   
 
 
Castles in the Sky, directed by Gillies MacKinnon. This is the remarkable human drama behind Scotsman Robert Wat-
son-Watt's  history-altering invention the invention of radar technology that was to prove pivotal in the Battle of Britain. 
It is also the thrilling story of the tenacity and courage of a most unlikely group of British heroes.   
     
 
 
 
 
Woman in Gold, directed by Simon Curtis, is the remarkable true story of one woman's journey to reclaim her heritage 
and seek justice for what happened to her family. Sixty years after she fled Vienna during World War II, an elderly Jew-
ish woman, Maria Altmann (Helen Mirren), starts her journey to retrieve family possessions seized by the Nazis, among 
them Klimt's famous painting 'Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I'. Together with her inexperienced but plucky young law-
yer Randy Schoenberg (Ryan Reynolds), she embarks upon a major battle which takes them all the way to the heart of 
the Austrian establishment and the U.S. Supreme Court, and forces her to confront difficult truths about the past along 
the way.  
 
Home Fires, directed by Bruce Goodison. The historical ensemble drama about life in rural England just prior to and 
during World War II focuses primarily on the women left behind. With most able-bodied men joining the war effort, 
the distaff side of the equation attempt to do their part -- though, as Joyce Cameron (Francesca Annis), president of the 
social club-like Women's Institute discovers when she tries to shut it down, not everyone agrees with what that part 
should be. Forward-thinking Frances Barden (Samantha Bond), for instance, takes it upon herself to relaunch the group, 
which she believes still has a reason for being. Intra-group intrigue results, including the possibility that Joyce and 
treasurer Alison (Fenella Woolgar) have dipped into the organization's coffers for their own needs. The town is also 
upended when RAF personnel are billeted there, and a romance results between Kate (Rachel Hurd-Wood), the daugh-

ter of the town doctor (Ed Stoppard), and one of the airmen (Adam Long). Other storylines concern that town doctor, whose attempt 
to volunteer is met with a rejection on medical grounds, and another of the Women's Institute members, Pat (Claire Rushbrook), who 
is trapped in an abusive marriage.    

 
World War One: The People's Story, directed by Paul Copeland. Through original diaries, letters, and memoirs, this 
unforgettable documentary tells how the lives of regular British men and women were transformed by the Great War. 
A reservist leaves for the front determined to write to his mother every few days. A newlywed says goodbye to his 
pregnant wife. A young woman fears that when her fiancé sails for France, her hopes of marriage will disappear. For 
parents and children, soldiers and factory workers alike, life and love go on but never again as they did before. Few 
could imagine the horrors ahead: hundreds of thousands would never return, and those who did would carry wounds-
physical, emotional, psychological- that would change their lives forever. Along with historical footage, an outstand-
ing cast of actors reenact first-hand accounts uncovered from attics, archives, and libraries across Britain. This four-

part series re-creates the extraordinary stories of ordinary people, told in their own words.  
 
Remember, directed by Atom Egoyan, tells the story of Zev Guttman (Christopher Plummer), a 90-year-old struggling 
with memory loss who is living out his final years in a serene retirement home. A week following the death of his 
beloved wife Ruth, he suddenly gets a mysterious package from his close friend Max (Martin Landau), containing a 
stack of money and a letter detailing a shocking plan. Both Zev and Max were prisoners in Auschwitz, and the same 
sadistic guard was responsible for the death of both their families-a guard who, immediately after the war, escaped 
Germany and has been living in the U.S. ever since under an assumed identity. Max is wheelchair-bound but in full 
command of his mental faculties; with his guidance, Zev will embark on a cross-continental road-trip to bring justice 
once and for all to the man who destroyed both their lives.  
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he kingdom had 
experienced the 
Feast of Thankful-
ness in the past 
month and with it 

the first snow of the sea-
son.  The thankfulness came 
for all the goodness with 
which the subjects had been 
blessed.  One of the best 
blessings was the value of a 
sense of humour.  There was 
always something to laugh 
about and the following trivia 
should give everyone a chuck-
le.  This scribe has researched 
some of the strangest books 
ever written.  Some are funny 
and some are a little frighten-
ing; appropriate for All Hallow’s Eve. 
 
Lady Christina had completed her work on the budget but had 
unfortunately fallen ill with a terrible plague.  She was forced to 
rest and therefore bounced back quickly.  Actual Book:  Fashion 
Cats by Takako Iwasa.  This coffee table book features super-
model cats Prin and Koutaro in haute couture fashions. 
 
Lady Connie had also been stricken with the plague for a few 
days.  She was having trouble thinking clearly as her head was 
extremely stuffed up but this has passed and she is once again 
able to comprehend her world.  Actual Book:  How to Dis-
sappear, Dissappear, Dissappear, Dissappear, Dissappear, Dis-
sappear, Dissappear Completely Never be Found.  This book 
gives tips on how to get a new identity and just because the au-
thor spells disappear wrong shouldn’t stop you from taking him 
seriously. 
 
Lady Sharon was enjoying pictures of a new arrival in the fami-
ly.  Princess Tilly was born in the realm of Northern Ireland and 
was a beautiful baby.   Lady Sharon’s daughter would be visit-
ing Northern Ireland next month and she looked forward to 
more news from home.   Actual Book:  Teach Your Wife to be a 
Widow by Donald Rogers.  As the title suggests you can never 
be too prepared. 
 
Lady Mary was relaxing now that the rest of her garden was 
harvested.  It was touch and go to find the carrots under the 
snow but she managed not to lose any of her produce.  She was 
now trying to prepare to think about Christmas crafts for the 
Royal Children.  Actual Book:  The New Radiation Recipe 
Book (to clarify; Radiation was the brand name of an automated 
gas cooker.) 
 
Lady Miranda was busy designing Christmas cards for the card 
workshops while keeping up with her royal children.  She also 
had a touch of the plague.  Actual Book:  Crocheting Adven-
tures with Hyperbolic Planes.   This book includes 200 photos 
of comfy, colourful hyperbolic models with instruction on how 
to crochet them. 
 
Wizard Melvyn would be nursing her dog back to health after 
her knee was replaced.  She had come through the surgery 
well.  Actual Book:  The Stray Shopping Carts of Eastern North 
America:  A Guide to Field Identification.  This book is market-
ed as a must-have for anyone with a passion for shopping carts 
and the great outdoors. 
 
 

Lady Victoria had indeed re-
turned unscathed from her trip to 
the realm of the United King-
dom.  She had loved the city of 
Dublin in Ireland and had given 
donations to libraries in Dublin 
and Inverness, Scotland.  Actual 
Book:  Cooking with Poo.  (This 
book has Thai Recipes by Chef 
Khun Poo.) 
 
Lady Kirstin had been seen out 
and about with her children 
much to her credit.  The twins 
were growing well and Princess 
Elspeth and Prince Rowan were 
adjusting to their siblings.  Actu-
al Book: Goblinproofing One’s 
Chicken Coop.  This book isn’t 

about chickens.  It’s about a campaign against the fairy king-
dom. 
 
Lady Amy was looking forward to her “girls’ weekend” with 
her sisters and cousins.  This is an annual event where the ladies 
get together and discuss books and eat great food and generally 
enjoy each other’s company.  Actual Book:   
The Book of Marmalade:  Its Antecedents, Its History, and Its 
Role in the World Today.  Apparently this book pays excellent 
homage to this great preserve. 
 
Lady Julie had purchased a new vehicle and was delighted with 
her new Santa Fe by Hyundai.  She was driving in style.  Actual 
Book:  Highlights in the History of Concrete by C.C. Stan-
ley.  The author looks back through concrete’s riveting 7600 
year history. 
 
Lady Arlene had taught a course in Ponoka.  She had shared her 
artistic talents and showed the class how to make a Memory 
Box Album.  Actual Book:  How to Land a Top-Paying Pierogi 
Makers Job.  Keep your options open with this complete guide 
to opportunities in this field. 
 
Lady Emma Joy was settling in nicely and the ladies were 
pleased that she had joined the staff.  Actual Book:  How to 
Avoid Huge Ships by Captain J.W. Trimmer.  One reviewer 
wrote:  “I was jogging around the block when all of a sudden I 
was almost struck by a huge ship!  Thankfully I had read this 
book and lived to tell this tale.” 
 
Soon the days would be shorter and the temperatures would 
drop and the Royal Library would be a sanctuary for the long 
winter.    
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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