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Book Club: For  our  June 5 meeting we are reading Etta and Otto and Russell and James by 
Emma Hooper. 82-year-old Etta has never seen the ocean. So early one morning she takes a rifle, 
some chocolate, and her best boots, and begins walking the 3,232 kilometers from Saskatchewan to 
Halifax. Her husband Otto wakes to a note left on the kitchen table. I will try to remember to come 
back, Etta writes. Russell, raised as a brother to Otto, has loved Etta from afar for 60 years. He insists 
on finding Etta, wherever she's gone. Leaving his farm will be the first act of defiance in his whole 
life.     
 
Four Eyes Film Series: One night only! Wednesday, May 16, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas. 
The Divine Order, directed by Petra Volpe. See next page for all the details! 
 
Armchair Travel and Local History series: will resume in the fall. 
 
Genealogy Club: Are you a fan of family history? Do you have tips to share with other  enthusi-
asts, or need advice on how to begin your research? Come to genealogy club, second Tuesday of the 
month, 4:30pm in the library. Upcoming meetings: May 8.  
 
Colouring Club for Adults: May 9&23, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and enjoy qui-
et conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. Adults 
and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming dates. 
 
Alzheimer’s Support Group: The Alzheimer  Society of Alber ta facilitates a suppor t group on 
the second Monday of the month from 1-3pm in the library. For more information, please contact 
Laurie Grande at 403-342-0448. 
 
Children’s Programs: All classes are full, and run until May 25. Visit our  website for  infor -
mation about our upcoming free Summer Reading Program!  
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

May 16 > The Divine Order, directed by Petra Volpe  

(Die göttliche Ordnung) The Divine Order is set in Switzerland in 1971 where, despite the worldwide social upheavals of the pre-

vious decade, women were still denied the right to vote. When unassuming and dutiful housewife Nora (Marie Leuenberger, win-

ner of a Best Actress award at Tribeca) is forbidden by her husband to take a part-time job, her frustration leads to her becoming 

the poster child of her town’s suffragette movement. Her newfound celebrity brings humiliation, threats, and the potential end to 

her marriage, but, refusing to back down, she convinces the women in her village to go on strike...and makes a few startling dis-

coveries about her own liberation. Uplifting and crowd-pleasing, this charming, captivating film is a time-capsule that could not 

be more timely.    

Switzerland // 96 mins // German w/ English subtitles  // Rated: PG  

Tickets will be available at the library beginning May 1. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

The Friendly Ones by Philip Hensher 
Set in the 1970s in a run-down, rainy industrial town, Jo Nesbo's Macbeth centers around a police force strug-
gling to shed an incessant drug problem. Duncan, chief of police, is idealistic and visionary, a dream to the 
townspeople but a nightmare for criminals. The drug trade is ruled by two drug lords, one of whom—a master 
of manipulation named Hecate—has connections with the highest in power, and plans to use them to get his 
way. Hecate’s plot hinges on steadily, insidiously manipulating Inspector Macbeth: the head of SWAT and a 
man already susceptible to violent and paranoid tendencies. What follows is an unputdownable story of love 
and guilt, political ambition, and greed for more, exploring the darkest corners of human nature, and the aspira-
tions of the criminal mind. Nesbo manages the balancing act of being true to the original play without slighting 
his own interests as a writer: bleak settings, loyalty (or the lack thereof) among crooks, clever escapes from 
tight spots, the affinities between policemen and the criminals they chase  
 
 
 Tangerine by Christine Mangan  
The last person Alice Shipley expected to see since arriving in Tangier with her new husband was Lucy Mason. 
After the accident at Bennington, the two friends—once inseparable roommates—haven’t spoken in over a year. 
But there Lucy was, trying to make things right and return to their old rhythms. Perhaps Alice should be happy. 
She has not adjusted to life in Morocco, too afraid to venture out into the bustling medinas and oppressive heat. 
Lucy—always fearless and independent—helps Alice emerge from her flat and explore the country. But soon a 
familiar feeling starts to overtake Alice—she feels controlled and stifled by Lucy at every turn. Then Alice’s 
husband, John, goes missing, and Alice starts to question everything around her: her relationship with her enig-
matic friend, her decision to ever come to Tangier, and her very own state of mind. Tangerine is a sharp dagger 
of a book—a debut so tightly wound, so replete with exotic imagery and charm, so full of precise details and 
extraordinary craftsmanship, it will leave you absolutely breathless.   
 
Greeks Bearing Gifts by Philip Kerr 
1957, Munich. Bernie Gunther's latest move in a long string of varied careers sees him working for an insurance 
company. It makes a kind of sense: both cops and insurance companies have a vested interest in figuring out 
when people are lying to them, and Bernie has a lifetime of experience to call on. 
Sent to Athens to investigate a claim from a fellow German for a ship that has sunk, Bernie takes an instant 
dislike to the claimant. When he discovers the ship in question once belonged to a Greek Jew deported to 
Auschwitz, he is convinced the sinking was no accident but an avenging arson attack. Then the claimant is 
found dead, shot through both eyes. It's a win for Bernie's employers at least: no one to pay out to even if the 
claim is genuine. But who is behind the murder, and why? 
Strong-armed into helping the Greek police with their investigation, Bernie is once again drawn inexorably 
back to the dark history of the Second World War, and the deportation of the Jews of Salonika - now Thessalo-
niki. As Europe seems ready to move on to a more united future with Germany as a partner rather than an ene-

my, at least one person in Greece is ready neither to forgive nor forget. And, deep down, Bernie thinks they may have a point..     
 

Why Kill the Innocent by C.S. Harris 
London, 1814. As a cruel winter holds the city in its icy grip, the bloody body of a beautiful young musician is 
found half-buried in a snowdrift. Jane Ambrose's ties to Princess Charlotte, the only child of the Prince Regent 
and heir presumptive to the throne, panic the palace, which moves quickly to shut down any investigation into 
the death of the talented pianist. But Sebastian St. Cyr, Viscount Devlin, and his wife Hero refuse to allow 
Jane's murderer to escape justice. Untangling the secrets of Jane's world leads Sebastian into a maze of danger-
ous treachery where each player has his or her own unsavory agenda and no one can be trusted. As the Thames 
freezes over and the people of London pour onto the ice for a Frost Fair, Sebastian and Hero find their investi-
gation circling back to the palace and building to a chilling crescendo of deceit and death . . . .  
 
 
 
 
One Fun Day With Lewis Carroll : A Celebration of Wordplay and a Girl Named Alice by Kathleen Krull, 
illustrated by Júlia Sardà 
The wordsmith Lewis Carroll is famed for the freewheeling world of Wonderland in his beloved classics Al-
ice's Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass. In this gloriously illustrated picture book, 
Carroll's childlike love of life is showcased alongside his brilliance at creating and adapting playful words and 
phrases. From brillig and uglification to frumious and chortle, the award-winning author Kathleen Krull uses 
many of Carroll's own words to tell the story of a man who wanted to make children laugh and whose legacy 
continues to entertain and delight.  
 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

JoJo Moyes 
British novelist Jojo Moyes writes character-driven fiction featuring women on the path to self-discovery. Their journeys take them 
through family issues and forgotten pasts, leaving them within reach of love, romance, and self-acceptance. Moyes's work is warm, 
moving, and insightful without overt sentimentality or cloying simplicity. Her parallel narratives lend nuance and depth to her intri-
cate plots. Moyes's charming settings in the English countryside are perfect for observing the nuances of human behavior.  

Start with: Me Before Y ou   
Louisa Clark is an ordinary young woman living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who 
has never been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex-Master of the Uni-
verse Will Traynor, who is wheelchair-bound after an accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, extreme 
sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he is. Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but 
Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her than she expected. When she learns 
that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living.  

 
 

If you like JoJo Moyes, you might like: 
 
Marisa de los Santos 
Both Jojo Moyes and Marisa De los Santos write affecting novels with well-drawn and dynamic, though flawed, characters. They 
often focus on bittersweet relationships, both romantic and platonic, that resonate with readers. Complicated family dynamics and 
expectations also play a role in these emotional stories.   

 
Belong to Me by Marisa de los Santos  
A devoted city dweller, Cornelia Brown surprised no one more than herself when she was gripped by the sudden, ines-
capable desire to leave urban life behind and head for an idyllic suburb. Though she knows she and her beloved hus-
band, Teo, have made the right move, she approaches her new life with trepidation and struggles to forge friendships in 
her new home. Cornelia's mettle is quickly tested by judgmental neighbor Piper Truitt. Perfectly manicured, impecca-
bly dressed, and possessing impossible standards, Piper is the embodiment of everything Cornelia feared she would 
find in suburbia. A saving grace soon appears in the form of Lake. Over a shared love of literature and old movies, 
Cornelia develops an instant bond with this warm yet elusive woman who has also recently arrived in town, ostensibly 

to send her perceptive and brilliant son, Dev, to a school for the gifted. Marisa de los Santos's literary talents shine in the complex 
interactions she creates between these three women. She deftly explores the life-altering roller coaster of emotions Piper faces as she 
cares for two households, her own and that of her cancer-stricken best friend, Elizabeth.  
 
Taylor Jenkins Reid 
Readers drawn to bittersweet love stories and thought-provoking storytelling will find much to appreciate in the novels of Jojo Mo-
yes and Taylor Jenkins Reid. The heroines are relatable women facing complex issues and decisions in their personal and romantic 
lives.   

 
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid  
Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and scandalous life. But when she chooses unknown 
magazine reporter Monique Grant for the job, no one in the journalism community is more astounded than Monique 
herself. Why her? Why now? Monique is not exactly on top of the world. Her husband, David, has left her, and her 
career has stagnated. Regardless of why Evelyn has chosen her to write her biography, Monique is determined to use 
this opportunity to jumpstart her career. Summoned to Evelyn’s Upper East Side apartment, Monique listens as Evelyn 
unfurls her story: from making her way to Los Angeles in the 1950s to her decision to leave show business in the late 
80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the way. As Evelyn’s life unfolds through the decades—revealing a ruth-

less ambition, an unexpected friendship, and a great forbidden love—Monique begins to feel a very a real connection to the actress. 
But as Evelyn’s story catches up with the present, it becomes clear that her life intersects with Monique’s own in tragic and irre-
versible ways.        
 
Min Jin Lee 
Lee and Moyes’ works are moving and character-driven, and they share writing interests in women's lives and relationships, as well 
as historical fiction focusing on young women.  

 
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee  
Pachinko follows one Korean family through the generations, beginning in early 1900s Korea with Sunja, the prized 
daughter of a poor yet proud family, whose unplanned pregnancy threatens to shame them all. Deserted by her lover, 
Sunja is saved when a young tubercular minister offers to marry and bring her to Japan. So begins a sweeping saga of 
an exceptional family in exile from its homeland and caught in the indifferent arc of history. Through desperate strug-
gles and hard-won triumphs, its members are bound together by deep roots as they face enduring questions of faith, 
family, and identity.          
 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Jussi Adler-Olsen - The Washington Decree 
Rumaan Alam - That Kind of Mother 
Fredrik Backman - Us Against You 
Marie Benedict - Carnegie’s Maid 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Amy Bloom - White Houses 
Gail Bowen - Darkness of the Heart 
Benet Brandreth - Spy of Venice 
Dale Brown - Act of Revenge 
Ken Bruen - In the Galway Silence 
Ali Bryan -  The Figgs 
Sharon Butala - Zara’s Dead 
Stephanie Butland - The Lost for Words Bookshop  
Katherine J. Chen - Mary B 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
John Connolly - The Woman in the Woods 
Craig Davidson - Saturday Night Ghost Club 
Paul Doherty - Devil’s Wolf 
Carola Dunn - The Corpse at the Crystal Palace 
Bill Clinton w/James Patterson - The President is Missing 
Paul Doherty - The Mansions of Murder 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Eldonna Edwards - This I Know 
Kate Ellis - The Mechanical Devil 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Janet Evanovich - Look Alive Twenty-Five 
Julia Fine - What Should Be Wild 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Nicci French - The Day of the Dead 
R.J. Gadney - Albert Einstein Speaking 
Victoria Glendinning - The Butcher’s Daughter 
Vesna Goldsworthy - Monsieur Ka 
Joanna Goodman - The Home for Unwanted Girls 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
Kristin Hannah - The Great Alone 
Jane Harpen - Force of Nature 
Peggy Herring - Anna, Like Thunder 
Anthony Horowitz - The Word is Murder 
C.C. Humphreys - Chasing the Wind  
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Arnaldur Indridason - The Shadow Killer 
Peter James - Dead if You Don’t 
Ragnar Jonasson - Nightblind 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Marian Keyes - The Break 
Jess Kidd - Mr. Flood’s Last Resort 
Laurie R. King - Island of the Mad 
Stephen King - Outsider 
Thomas King - Cold Skies 
Sophie Kinsella - Surprise Me 
Giles Kristian - Lancelot 
William Kent Krueger - Desolation Mountain 
John Larison - Whiskey When We’re Dry 
Donna Leon - The Temptation of Forgiveness 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Lillian Li - Duck House 
Harriet Alida Lye - Honey Farm 

G.M. Malliet - In Prior’s Wood 
George R.R. Martin - Low Chicago 
Dervla McTiernan - The Ruin 
Aimee Molloy - The Perfect Mother 
Kate Mosse - The Burning Chambers 
Fuminori Nakmura - Cult X 
Michael Ondaatje - Warlight 
Chuck Palahniuk - Adjustment Day 
Andrea Penrose - Murder at Half Moon Gate 
Thomas Perry - The Bomb Maker 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Peter Robinson - Careless Love 
Rumaan Alam - That Kind of Mother 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Reckoning 
Graeme Simsion - Two Steps Forward 
Karin Slaughter - Pieces of Her 
Dag Solstad - T Singer 
Michael Stewart - Ill Will 
Victoria Thompson - Murder on Union Square 
Charles Todd - The Gate Keeper 
Miriam Toews - Woman Talking 
Peter Tremayne - Bloodmoon 
Richard Wagamese - Starlight 
Ruth Ware - The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
Alison Weir - Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen 
Irvine Welsh - Dead Men’s Trousers 
Joshua Whitehead - Johnny Appleseed 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
The Never-Ending Present: The Story of Gord Downie and the 
Tragically Hip by Michael Barclay 
Happily Ever Esther: Two Men, a Wonder Pig, and Their Life-
Changing Mission to Give Animals a Home by Steve Jenkins 
and Derek Walter 
Keetsahnak: Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters  
edited by Kim Anderson et al 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid 
Delaney 
Along the Western Front: Photographs by Leah Hennel 
The Beginning of Everything: The Year I Lost My Mind and 
Found Myself by Andrea Buchanan 
The Science of Superheroes: The Secrets Behind Speed,  
Strength, Flight, Evolution, and More by Mark Brake 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Shepherd's Life: Modern Dispatches from an Ancient Landscape by James Rebanks  
Some people's lives are entirely their own creations. James Rebanks' isn't. The first son of a shepherd, who was the first son of a shepherd 
himself, his family have lived and worked in the Lake District of Northern England for generations, further back than recorded history. It's a 
part of the world known mainly for its romantic descriptions by Wordsworth and the much loved illustrated children's books of Beatrix Pot-
ter. But James' world is quite different. His way of life is ordered by the seasons and the work they demand. It hasn't changed for hundreds of 
years: sending the sheep to the fells in the summer and making the hay; the autumn fairs where the flocks are replenished; the grueling toil of 
winter when the sheep must be kept alive, and the light-headedness that comes with spring, as the lambs are born and the sheep get ready to 
return to the hills and valleys. The Shepherd's Life is the story of a deep-rooted attachment to place, modern dispatches from an ancient land-
scape that describe a way of life that is little noticed and yet has profoundly shaped the landscape over time. In evocative and lucid prose, 
James Rebanks takes us through a shepherd's year, offering a unique account of rural life and a fundamental connection with the land that 
most of us have lost. It is a story of working lives, the people around him, his childhood, his parents and grandparents, a people who exist 
and endure even as the culture - of the Lake District, and of farming - changes around them. Many memoirs are of people working desperate-
ly hard to leave a place. This is the story of someone trying desperately hard to stay.     

 
Carol 
Under an Afghan Sky: A Memoir of Captivity by Mellissa Fung  
In October 2008, Mellissa Fung, a reporter for CBC’s The National, was leaving a refugee camp outside of Kabul when she was 
kidnapped by armed men. She was forced to hike for several hours through the mountains until they reached a village; there, the 
kidnappers pushed her towards a hole in the ground. “No,” she said. “I am not going down there.” For more than a month, Fung 
lived in that hole, which was barely tall enough to stand up in, nursing her injuries, praying and writing in a notebook. Under an 
Afghan Sky is the gripping tale of Fung’s days in captivity, surviving on cookies and juice, from the “grab” to her eventual release.     
          

Connie 
Cast in Deception by Michelle Sagara  
Private Kaylin Neya thought her home couldn’t possibly get more crowded. But when one of her housemates, Annarion, decides to 
undertake the Barrani Test of Name, his friends refuse to let him face his task alone—and Kaylin’s sentient home, Helen, is the 
only structure capable of shielding the rest of Elantra from the magnitude of their power. Annarion and Mandoran almost caused 
the destruction of the High Halls once already. Add nine of their closest friends, and the danger is astronomically higher—
especially since these guests are at the heart of a political firestorm. Imprisoned almost a millennium ago, their recent freedom 
threatens the rulership of several prominent Barrani families, and the machinations of those Lords make it almost impossible to tell 
friend from foe. As political tensions ramp up, the shadows beneath the High Halls are seeking a freedom that has never been pos-
sible before. Kaylin must find a way to keep those shadows from escaping, or that freedom will destroy her city, the empire and 
everything she holds dear.    
 

Emma Joy 
Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin 
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid. Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and others 
as a girl. The thing is…Riley isn’t exactly out yet. And between starting a new school and having a congressman father running for 
reelection in uber-conservative Orange County, the pressure—media and otherwise—is building up in Riley’s so-called “normal” 
life. On the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous blog to vent those pent-up feelings and tell the truth of what it’s RE-
ALLY like to be a gender fluid teenager. But just as Riley’s starting to settle in at school—even developing feelings for a mysteri-
ous outcast—the blog goes viral, and an unnamed commenter discovers Riley’s real identity, threatening exposure. Riley must 
make a choice: walk away from what the blog has created—a lifeline, new friends, a cause to believe in—or stand up, come out, 
and risk everything.         
 

Julie 
Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz 
When editor Susan Ryeland is given the manuscript of Alan Conway’s latest novel, she has no reason to think it will be much dif-
ferent from any of his others. After working with the bestselling crime writer for years, she’s intimately familiar with his detective, 
Atticus Pünd, who solves mysteries disturbing sleepy English villages. An homage to queens of classic British crime such as Aga-
tha Christie and Dorothy Sayers, Alan’s traditional formula has proved hugely successful. So successful that Susan must continue 
to put up with his troubling behavior if she wants to keep her job. Conway’s latest tale has Atticus Pünd investigating a murder at 
Pye Hall, a local manor house. Yes, there are dead bodies and a host of intriguing suspects, but the more Susan reads, the more 
she’s convinced that there is another story hidden in the pages of the manuscript: one of real-life jealousy, greed, ruthless ambition, 
and murder.    
 
 
 

 
 



Kirstin 
Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt by Kate Messner, illustrated by Christopher Silas Neal 
This is an exploration of the hidden world and many lives of a garden through the course of a year . Up in the garden, the world is full of 
green—leaves and sprouts, growing vegetables, ripening fruit. But down in the dirt there is a busy world of earthworms digging, snakes hunt-
ing, skunks burrowing, and all the other animals that make a garden their home. In this exuberant and lyrical book, discover the wonders that 
lie hidden between stalks, under the shade of leaves...and down in the dirt.    

 

Mary 
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman  
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine. Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to 
say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punc-
tuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deep-
ly unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the 
three become the kinds of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big heart 
that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one.     
 

Melvyn 
The Shepherd's Life: Modern Dispatches from an Ancient Landscape by James Rebanks  
Some people's lives are entirely their own creations. James Rebanks' isn't. The first son of a shepherd, who was the first son of a shepherd 
himself, his family have lived and worked in the Lake District of Northern England for generations, further back than recorded history. It's a 
part of the world known mainly for its romantic descriptions by Wordsworth and the much loved illustrated children's books of Beatrix Potter. 
But James' world is quite different. His way of life is ordered by the seasons and the work they demand. It hasn't changed for hundreds of 
years: sending the sheep to the fells in the summer and making the hay; the autumn fairs where the flocks are replenished; the grueling toil of 
winter when the sheep must be kept alive, and the light-headedness that comes with spring, as the lambs are born and the sheep get ready to 
return to the hills and valleys. The Shepherd's Life is the story of a deep-rooted attachment to place, modern dispatches from an ancient land-
scape that describe a way of life that is little noticed and yet has profoundly shaped the landscape over time. In evocative and lucid prose, 
James Rebanks takes us through a shepherd's year, offering a unique account of rural life and a fundamental connection with the land that 
most of us have lost. It is a story of working lives, the people around him, his childhood, his parents and grandparents, a people who exist and 
endure even as the culture - of the Lake District, and of farming - changes around them. Many memoirs are of people working desperately 
hard to leave a place. This is the story of someone trying desperately hard to stay.     
 

Miranda 
Girls Burn Brighter by Shobha Rao  
When Poornima first meets Savitha, she feels something she thought she lost for good when her mother died: hope. Poornima's father hires 
Savitha to work one of their sari looms, and the two girls are quickly drawn to one another. Savitha is even more impoverished than Poornima, 
but she is full of passion and energy. She shows Poornima how to find beauty in a bolt of indigo cloth, a bowl of yogurt rice and bananas, the 
warmth of friendship. Suddenly their Indian village doesn't feel quite so claustrophobic, and Poornima begins to imagine a life beyond the 
arranged marriage her father is desperate to lock down for her. But when a devastating act of cruelty drives Savitha away, Poornima leaves 
behind everything she has ever known to find her friend again. Her journey takes her into the darkest corners of India's underworld, on a har-
rowing cross-continental journey, and eventually to an apartment complex in Seattle. Alternating between the girls’ perspectives as they face 
relentless obstacles, Girls Burn Brighter introduces two heroines who never lose the hope that burns within them. In breathtaking prose, Shob-
ha Rao tackles the most urgent issues facing women today: domestic abuse, human trafficking, immigration, and feminism. At once a propul-
sive page-turner and a heart-wrenching meditation on friendship, Rao's debut novel is a literary tour de force.       
 

Sharon 
The Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata Massey 
Bombay, 1921: Perveen Mistry, the daughter of a respected Zoroastrian family, has just joined her father's law firm, becoming one of the first 
female lawyers in India. Armed with a legal education from Oxford, Perveen also has a tragic personal history that makes her especially de-
voted to championing and protecting women's rights. Mistry Law is handling the will of Mr. Omar Farid, a wealthy Muslim mill owner who 
has left three widows behind. But as Perveen goes through the papers, she notices something strange: all three have signed over their inher-
itance to a charity. What will they live on if they forfeit what their husband left them? Perveen is suspicious. The Farid widows live in purdah: 
strict seclusion, never leaving the women's quarters or speaking to any men. Are they being taken advantage of by an unscrupulous guardian? 
Perveen tries to investigate and realizes her instincts about the will were correct when tensions escalate to murder. It's her responsibility to 
figure out what really happened on Malabar Hill, and to ensure that nobody is in further danger.             
      

Victoria 
The Wicked + The Divine, Vol. 1: The Faust Act by Kieron Gillen, illustrated by Jamie McKelvie 
Agreeing to go to a wedding with a guy she gets stuck with in an elevator is something Alexa Monroe wouldn't normally do. But there's some-
thing about Drew Nichols that's too hard to resist. On the eve of his ex's wedding festivities, Drew is minus a plus one. Until a power outage 
strands him with the perfect candidate for a fake girlfriend… After Alexa and Drew have more fun than they ever thought possible, Drew has 
to fly back to Los Angeles and his job as a pediatric surgeon, and Alexa heads home to Berkeley, where she's the mayor's chief of staff. Too 
bad they can't stop thinking about the other... They're just two high-powered professionals on a collision course toward the long distance da-
ting disaster of the century--or closing the gap between what they think they need and what they truly want...      



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

Ethel & Ernest, directed by Roger Mainwood, is based on Raymond Briggs' award-winning graphic novel of the 
same title, a funny and touching tribute to his parents. In 1928 London milk-man Ernest Briggs courts and mar-
ries house-maid Ethel, their son Raymond being born in 1934. When World War II breaks out Ethel tearfully 
allows him to be evacuated to aunts in Dorset whilst Ernest joins the fire service, shocked by the carnage he sees. 
As hostilities end they celebrate Raymond's return and entry to grammar school and the birth of the welfare state. 
This animated film is an entertaining and heart-warming story about two people who fall in love against the 
background of immense social change in the mid 20th Century.  Winner of three international animation awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
I, Tonya, directed by Craig Gillespie, Based on the unbelievable, but true events, I, Tonya is a darkly comedic 
tale of American figure skater, Tonya Harding, and one of the most sensational scandals in sports history. 
Though Harding was the first American woman to complete a triple axel in competition, her legacy was forever 
defined by her association with an infamous, ill-conceived, and even more poorly executed attack on fellow 
Olympic competitor Nancy Kerrigan. Featuring an iconic turn by Margot Robbie as the fiery Harding, a musta-
chioed Sebastian Stan as her impetuous ex-husband Jeff Gillooly, a tour-de-force performance from Allison Jan-
ney as her acid-tongued mother, LaVona Golden, and an original screenplay by Steven Rogers, Craig Gillespie's 
I, Tonya is an absurd, irreverent, and piercing portrayal of Harding's life and career in all of its unchecked--and 
checkered--glory.  
 
 
 
Professor Marston and the Wonder Women, directed by Angela Robinson. In a superhero origin tale unlike any 
other, this film  is the incredible true story of what inspired Harvard psychologist Dr. William Moulton Marston 
to create the iconic Wonder Woman character in the 1940's. While Marston's feminist superhero was criticized 
by censors, he was keeping a secret that could have destroyed him. Marston's muses for the Wonder Woman 
character were his wife Elizabeth Marston and their lover Olive Byrne, two empowered women who defied con-
vention: working with Marston on human behavior research -- while building a hidden life with him that rivaled 
the greatest of superhero disguises. Professor Marston & the Wonder Women is a hugely entertaining tribute to 
the curiosity, courage, and creativity of these iconoclastic pioneers.  
 
 
 
 
Darkest Hour, directed by Joe Wright, During the early days of World War II, with the fall of France imminent, 
Britain faces its darkest hour as the threat of invasion looms. As the seemingly unstoppable Nazi forces advance, 
and with the Allied army cornered on the beaches of Dunkirk, the fate of Western Europe hangs on the leadership 
of the newly-appointed British Prime Minister Winston Churchill (Academy Award nominee Gary Oldman). 
While maneuvering his political rivals, he must confront the ultimate choice: negotiate with Hitler and save the 
British people at a terrible cost or rally the nation and fight on against incredible odds. Directed by Joe Wright, 
Darkest Hour is the dramatic and inspiring story of four weeks in 1940 during which Churchill's courage to lead 
changed the course of world history.  
 
 
 
COMING SOON All the Money in the World, directed by Ridley Scott, follows the kidnapping of 16-year-old 
John Paul Getty III and the desperate attempt by his devoted mother Gail (Michelle Williams) to convince his 
billionaire grandfather (Christopher Plummer) to pay the ransom. When Getty Sr. refuses, Gail attempts to sway 
him as her son's captors become increasingly volatile and brutal. With her son's life in the balance, Gail and Get-
ty's advisor (Mark Wahlberg) become unlikely allies in the race against time that ultimately reveals the true and 
lasting value of love over money.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Spotlight 

True Story 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he weather wizards 
had finally conceded 
that spring would 
arrive and the sub-

jects in the kingdom re-
joiced!  The gloom that had 
taken the realm in its grasp 
lifted and the outside work 
commenced.  May is the very 
best month of the year in this 
scribe's humble opin-
ion.  (since it is the month of 
my birth)  What follows is 
some lesser known special 
days in May. 
 
Lady Christina had just re-
turned from the Library Con-
ference in the realm of Jasper and reported having an ex-
cellent time.  She learned many things and the conversa-
tions about libraries were very productive.  May 
day:  May 3 is Hug Your Cat Day.  (Lady Christina loves 
her cat.) 
 
Lady Connie had attended the conference as well and also 
reported a wonderful time.  The weather wizards had made 
it possible to enjoy the outdoors, always a plus in the 
mountainous region.   May day:  May 9 is National Lost 
Sock Day.  ( Time to recycle that single sock into a pup-
pet.) 
 
Lady Sharon, at time of writing, is having a wonderful time 
in her home kingdom of Northern Ireland.  She visited the 
Famine Village and the Library Ladies were looking for-
ward to her return to hear her stories.  May day:  May 2 is 
Scurvy Awareness Day.  (This somehow fits in the Famine 
Village theme.) 
 
Lady Mary was excited to welcome the month since her 
birthday was her favourite day of the year.  (In case she 
hadn't mentioned it.)  She was also happy to welcome Lady 
Morgan back.  Lady Morgan had finished her schooling for 
another year and would help with the Royal Children Pro-
grams again.  May day: May 4 is Star Wars Day.  (I caved 
since the children can't seem to get enough of Star Wars so 
may the fourth be with you.)  
 
Lady Miranda was looking forward to a trip to Quebec 
with her family.  They were practicing their French and 
Princess Lydia was especially excited.  May day:  May 10 
is National Clean Up Your Room Day.  (This is everyday 
at Lady Miranda's house!) 
 
Wizard Melvyn was keeping up with the basketball 
playoffs at home and also the computer tribulations of the 
Library Ladies at work.  May day:  May 13 is Frog Jump-
ing Day.  (because Wizard Melvyn runs into so much wild-
life whilst walking the dogs.) 
 
 

Lady Victoria was getting 
ready to take a trip to the realm 
of Toronto for her cousin's 
wedding.  She would also be 
stopping in her home realm of 
Winnipeg.  She also had a 
birthday in May.  May 
day:  May 14 is Dance Like a 
Chicken Day.  (Lady Victoria 
is going to a wedding.  The 
chicken dance is a must.) 
 
Lady Kirstin was looking for-
ward to the change in seasons 
since she is an excellent gar-
dener.  Princess Elspeth loves 
to help with planting and 
knows a lot about plants.  May 

day:  May 29 is End of the Middle Ages Day celebrating 
the year 1453.  (Gardening is much easier now than in that 
era.) 
 
Lady Amy was another fortunate person to have been born 
in the month of May.  She was also waiting for the gravel 
to be off the roads before getting her motorcycle out for the 
season.  May day: May 22 National Buy a Musical Instru-
ment Day.  (I can hardly wait to see what everyone 
buys.  The Library Ladies Ensemble could be famous.) 
 
Lady Julie had enjoyed sitting around her fire and looked 
forward to many more evenings relaxing in that glow of 
warmth.  She also was having excellent walks with her dog 
and observing the flora and fauna.  May day:  May 30 is 
My Bucket Has a Hole In It Day.  (Hopefully that's not the 
emergency bucket to put out the fire if it gets out of hand.) 
 
Lady Emma Joy had thoroughly enjoyed her trip to Greece 
and the ladies were glad to have her back.  May day:  May 
11 is National Twilight Zone Day.  (Lady Emma Joy is far 
too young to remember this show but sometimes working 
in the Royal Library is kind of like the twilight zone.  In a 
good way, of course.) 
 
Lady Carol had the very happy news that her daughter was 
engaged!  Between this and going to Norway this summer 
it is going to be a wonderful year for her.  May day:   May 
4 is Garden Meditation Day.  (This could be an important 
day if the wedding planning is getting stressful.) 
 
The Library Ladies would like you to make everyday Roy-
al Library day.  Come and check out a good book! 

 

Written by your loyal scribe, 
 

Lady Miss Mary 

T The Library Ladies 


