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Spring Craft Night: Join us May 10, 6-8pm in the library, to make several Spring-fresh crafts for 
just $5! Adults only, please. Please register in advance, beginning April 18. 
 
Annual Friends of the Library Garage Sale: Fr iday, May 12, 9am-4pm & Saturday, May 13, 
9am-3pm at 5805 52 Ave Lacombe. Donations for the sale gratefully accepted at the library until 
5pm on May 11. No clothing, appliances or mattresses, please. All proceeds to the library. 
 
Photo Album Workshop: Saturday, May 27, 10am-noon OR Thursday, June 1, 6-8pm at the li-
brary. Learn to make your own beautiful photo album using decorative papers, die-cuts, embellish-
ments and journaling, for just $20. Makes a great personalized gift or keepsake. All paper and tools 
supplied (please bring you own adhesive). No special skills required-- everyone can do this! Please 
call the library or stop by to pre-register before May 19.  
 
Book Club: For  our  June 6 meeting we are reading Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner . 
Crossing to Safety has, since its publication in 1987, established itself as one of the greatest and 
most cherished American novels of the twentieth century. Tracing the lives, loves, and aspirations of 
two couples who move between Vermont and Wisconsin, it is a work of quiet majesty, deep compas-
sion, and powerful insight into the alchemy of friendship and marriage.  
 
Genealogy Club: Are you interested in genealogy but don’t know where to start? Are you work-
ing on your family history and excited to share your tips and findings with other enthusiasts? If so, be 
sure to join us at Genealogy Club! Upcoming meetings May 2, 16 and 30 at 4:30pm in the library.  
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe and 
area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 
Lacombe City Cinemas. See the next page for all the details! 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, May 2, 17 & 31, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, un-
wind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. This program is free 
to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for 
upcoming dates. 
 
Chess Club! Love to play or  want to learn? Br ing your  brain to the library Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm.   
 
Armchair Travel and Local History series: will return in Autumn. 
  
Children’s Programs: ALL PROGRAMS ARE FULL. Programs run until May 26. Stay tuned 
for information about our free summer reading program. Also, see our website for monthly free spe-
cial events for kids. 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 
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Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 
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eBook/Audio downloads 
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Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Monthly Film Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Lectures 

Armchair Travel Presentations 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

 
Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 
and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 
Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 
acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 
City Cinemas.  
 
Tickets 
 
Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library until noon on the day of the film. Door tickets are $10 each, 
cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of 
Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  
Concession available!  
 

May 17 
Moonlight, directed by Barry Jenkins III  

Moonlight is the tender, heartbreaking story of a young man's struggle to find himself, told across three defining chapters in his 
life as he experiences the ecstasy, pain, and beauty of falling in love, while grappling with his own sexuality.   
Rated 14A  
Oscar winner for Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor and Best Screenplay. Golden Globe winner for Best Picture 
 
“[The film’s] message is clear: The world is richer and deeper and more complex than we ever imagined, and even its most trou-
ble character -- just like us --  are looking for love.” - Stephen Galloway, The Hollywood Reporter 
“moonlight is not a film. it is a heaven. go. be altered.” - Nayyirah Waheed, poet 
 
One night only! Don’t miss it!  
(If you do miss a screening, don’t worry, a DVD copy of each film will be available in the library’s collection) 
 
 
See the full Four Eyes line-up,  
with film trailers, on our website. 
 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Bleaker House: Chasing My Novel to the End of the World by Nell Stevens  
Twenty-seven-year-old Nell Stevens was determined to write a novel, but somehow life kept getting in the way. 
Then came an irresistible opportunity: she won a fellowship to spend three months, all expenses paid, anywhere in 
the world to research and write a book. Did she choose a glittering metropolis, a romantic village, an exotic para-
dise? Um, no. Nell chose Bleaker Island, a snowy, windswept pile of rock off the Falklands. There, in a guesthouse 
where she would be the only guest, she imagined she could finally rid herself of distractions and write her 2,500 
words a day. In three months, surely she'd have a novel, right? It's true that there aren't many distractions on Bleaker, 
other than sheep, penguins, paranoia and the weather. But as Nell gets to work on her novel--a delightful Dickensian 
fiction she calls Bleaker House--she discovers that an excruciatingly erratic Internet connection and 1100 calories a 

day (as much food as she could carry in her suitcase, budgeted to the raisin) are far from ideal conditions for literary production. 
With deft humour, this memoir traces Nell's island days and slowly reveals details of the life and people she has left behind in pur-
suit of her art. They pop up in her novel, as well, as memoir and novel start to reflect one another. It seems that there is nowhere 
Nell can run--neither a remote island nor the pages of her notebook--to escape herself.   

 
White Tears by Hari Kunzru 
Two twenty-something New Yorkers. Seth is awkward and shy. Carter is the glamorous heir to one of America's 
great fortunes. They have one thing in common: an obsession with music. Seth is desperate to reach for the future. 
Carter is slipping back into the past. When Seth accidentally records an unknown singer in a park, Carter sends it out 
over the Internet, claiming it's a long lost 1920s blues recording by a musician called Charlie Shaw. When an old 
collector contacts them to say that their fake record and their fake bluesman are actually real, the two young white 
men, accompanied by Carter's troubled sister Leonie, spiral down into the heart of the nation's darkness, encounter-
ing a suppressed history of greed, envy, revenge, and exploitation. White Tears is a ghost story, a terrifying murder 
mystery, a timely meditation on race, and a love letter to all the forgotten geniuses of American music.     
 
Speakeasy by Alisa Smith  
A former undetected outlaw who ran with Bill Bagley’s notorious gang during the Depression, Lena Stillman is now 
an elite codebreaker in a position to know the nation’s strategic secrets. Good under pressure, good at keeping her 
mouth shut, Lena never had trouble keeping her double lives compartmentalized—at least not until Bill is sentenced 
to hang, and her old Clockwork Gang becomes newsworthy. Despite mounting fear that her secrets might be re-
vealed, Lena excels at work and her skills attract new, unwanted attention. She is assigned to root out a spy at the 
Esquimalt base, and even her friends become suspects. Intricate and entertaining, Speakeasy is a riveting West Coast 
caper, but like enemy submarines patrolling offshore, deeper issues lurk below. With the violence of war encroach-
ing on Canada’s shores, Lena must grapple with her past and use all of her skills, linguistic and otherwise. She dis-

covers that loyalty is simply a form of love. Who knows what causes it—or what revelations could make it disappear?       
 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See  
Li-yan and her family align their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. There is ritual and routine, and it 
has been ever thus for generations. Then one day a jeep appears at the village gate—the first automobile any of them 
have seen—and a stranger arrives. In this remote Yunnan village, the stranger finds the rare tea he has been seeking 
and a reticent Akha people. In her biggest seller, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan, See introduced the Yao people to 
her readers. Here she shares the customs of another Chinese ethnic minority, the Akha, whose world will soon 
change. Li-yan, one of the few educated girls on her mountain, translates for the stranger and is among the first to 
reject the rules that have shaped her existence. When she has a baby outside of wedlock, rather than stand by tradi-
tion, she wraps her daughter in a blanket, with a tea cake hidden in her swaddling, and abandons her in the nearest 
city. After mother and daughter have gone their separate ways, Li-yan slowly emerges from the security and insular-

ity of her village to encounter modern life while Haley grows up a privileged and well-loved California girl. Despite Haley’s happy 
home life, she wonders about her origins; and Li-yan longs for her lost daughter. They both search for and find answers in the tea 
that has shaped their family’s destiny for generations. A powerful story about a family, separated by circumstances, culture, and 
distance, Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane paints an unforgettable portrait of a little known region and its people and celebrates the 
bond that connects mothers and daughters.  

 
Celine by Peter Heller  
Working out of her jewel box of an apartment at the base of the Brooklyn Bridge, Celine has made a career of track-
ing down missing persons, and she has a better record at it than the FBI. But when a young woman, Gabriela, asks 
for her help, a world of mystery and sorrow opens up. Gabriela's father was a photographer who went missing on 
the border of Montana and Wyoming. He was assumed to have died from a grizzly mauling, but his body was never 
found. Now, as Celine and her partner head to Yellowstone National Park, investigating a trail gone cold, it be-
comes clear that they are being followed--that this is a case someone desperately wants to keep closed. Combining 
the exquisite plotting and gorgeous evocation of nature that have become his hallmark, with a wildly engrossing 
story of family, privilege, and childhood loss, Peter Heller gives us his finest work to date.  



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

A Grande Illusion 
 
The Zig Zag Girl by Elly Griffiths  
Brighton, 1950. When the body of a girl is found, cut into three, Detective Inspector Edgar Stephens is reminded of 
a magic trick, the Zig Zag Girl. The inventor of the trick, Max Mephisto, is an old friend of Edgar’s. They served 
together in the war as part of a shadowy unit called the Magic Men. Max is still on the circuit, touring seaside towns 
in the company of ventriloquists, sword-swallowers and dancing girls. Changing times mean that variety is not what 
it once was, yet Max is reluctant to leave this world to help Edgar investigate. But when the dead girl turns out to be 
known to him, Max changes his mind. Another death, another magic trick: Edgar and Max become convinced that 
the answer to the murders lies in their army days. When Edgar receives a letter warning of another ‘trick’, the Wolf 
Trap, he knows that they are all in danger… .     
 
Illusionists by Rosie Thomas  
London 1885. As a turbulent and change-filled century draws to a close, there has never been a better time to alter 
your fortune. But for a beautiful young woman of limited means, Eliza’s choices appear to lie between the stifling 
domesticity of marriage or a downwards spiral to the streets – no matter how determined she is to forge her own 
path. One night at a run-down theatre, she meets the charismatic Devil Wix – showman, master of illusion, fickle 
friend. Drawn into his circle, Eliza becomes the catalyst of change for his colleagues – a dwarf, an eccentric engi-
neer, and an artist – as well as Devil himself. And as Eliza embarks on a dangerous adventure, she must decide 
which path to choose, and how far she should go when she holds all their lives in her hands.    
 
 
The Confabulist by Steven Galloway  
The Confabulist weaves together the life, loves and murder of the world's greatest magician, Harry Houdini, with 
the story of the man who killed him (twice): Martin Strauss, an everyday man whose fate was tied to the magician's 
in unforeseen ways. A cast of memorable characters spins around Houdini's celebrity-driven life, as they did in his 
time: from the Romanov family soon to be assassinated, to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and the powerful heads of Scot-
land Yard, and the Spiritualists who would use whoever they could to establish their religion. A brilliant novel about 
fame and ambition, reality and illusion, and the ways that love, grief and imagination can alter what we perceive and 
believe.      
 
Vaclav and Lena by Haley Tanner  
Vaclav and Lena, both the children of Russian émigrés, are at the same time from radically different worlds. While 
Vaclav's burgeoning love of performing magic is indulged by hard-working parents pursuing the American dream, 
troubled orphan Lena is caught in a domestic situation no child should suffer through. Taken in as one of her own 
by Vaclav's big-hearted mother, Lena might finally be able to blossom; in the naive young magician's eyes, she is 
destined to be his "faithful assistant"...but after a horrific discovery, the two are ripped apart without even a good-
bye. Years later, they meet again. But will their past once more conspire to keep them apart?   
 
 
 
Ten for Dying by Mary Reed  
548 CE, Constantinople. Emperor Justinian, distraught from the death of his wife, Empress Theodora, has exiled his 
longtime aide, John, the Lord Chamberlain. At the Church of the Holy Apostles, an Egyptian magician tries to raise 
the empress from the dead. As the unholy ceremony explodes into chaos, supposed demons vanish into the darkness 
with one of the city's holiest relics. Felix, Captain of the Palace Guard, is selected as John's successor and charged 
with finding the missing relic.    
 
 
 
 
The Last Illusion by Rhys Bowen 
After an illusionist on stage saws into his assistant, Harry Houdini's wife hires Molly Murphy to be part investiga-
tor/part bodyguard and uncover whether NYC's masters of illusion are simply up to their tricks or if there truly is 
something much more treacherous going on.   



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Ayobami Adebayo - Stay With Me   
Robert Bradley Abraham - Magicians 
Impossible  
Susan Wittig Albert- The Last Chance 
Olive Ranch   
Kate Alcott - Hollywood Daughter  
Jeffrey Archer - This Was a Man  
David Baldacci - Fix   
Linwood Barclay - The Twenty-Three   
Diksha Basu  - Delhi Riche  
Elizabeth Berg - The Story of Arthur 
Truluv  
Steve Berry - The Lost Order  
Benjamin Black - Wolf on a String  
John Boyne - History of Loneliness  
Patricia Briggs - Silence Fallen  
Ken Bruen - Merrick  
Edna Buchananan - Dead Man’s Daughter  
James Lee Burke - Jealous Kid  
Shannon Burke - Into the Savage Country  
Tom Calloghan - Killing Winter  
W. Bruce Cameron - Dog’s Way Home  
Andrea Camilleri - Nest of Vipers  
Janie Chang - Dragon Springs Road  
Tracy Chevalier - New Boy  
Lee Child - Night School  
Mary Higgins Clark - All by Myself 
Alone  
Carol Higgins Clark - Knocked  
Ann Cleeves - Moth Catcher  
Margaret Coel  - Man Who Fell from the 
Sky  
Michael Connelly - The Wrong Side of 
Goodbye  
John Connolly - Game of Ghosts  
Colin Cotterill - Rat Catchers Olympics  
Meg Donohue - Every Wild Heart  
Brian Doyle - The Adventures of John 
Carson in Several Quarters of the World  
Brendan Duffy - House of Echoes  
Kate Ellis - Mermaid’s Scream  
Janet Evanovich - Dangerous Minds  
Ellen Feldman - Terrible Virtue  
John-Paul Flintoff  - What If the Queen 
Should Die?  
Jonathan Safran Foer - Here I Am  
Ken Follett - Column of Fire  
Nicci French - Dark Saturday  
Diana Gabaldon - Seven Stones to Stand 
or Fall  
Michelle Gable - I’ll See You in Paris  
Roxane Gay  - Difficult Women  
John Freeman Gill - Gargoyle Hunters  
Barbara Gowdy - Little Sister  
Heather Graham - Darkest Journey  
Shelley Shepard Gray - Her Secret  
Elly Griffiths - Chalk Pit  
John Grisham - Camino Island  
Karo Hämäläinen  - Cruel is the Night  
Robert Harris - Conclave  
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - One Under  

 
 
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - Star Fall  
Nadia Hashimi - House With No Win-
dows  
Paula Hawkins - Into the Water  
Terry Hayes - The Year of the Locust  
Mark Henshaw - Fall of Moscow Station  
Keigo Higashino - Detective Galileo  
Elin Hilderbrand  - Winter Storms  
Tami Hoag - Boy  
Alice Hoffman  - Faithful  
Kay Hooper  - Wait for the Dark  
Anthony Horowitz - Magpie Murders  
Arnaldur Indridason - Shadow District  
Sue Ann Jaffarian  - Ghosts of Misty Hol-
low  
Peter James - Need You Dead  
J.A. Jance - Downfall  
Balli Kaur Jaswal - Erotic Stories for Pun-
jabi Widows  
Maureen Jennings - Dead Ground in Be-
tween  
Laurie R. King - Lockdown  
Danya Kukafka - Girl in Snow  
Dean Koontz - Secret Forest  
Elizabeth Kostova - Shadow Land  
Kevin Kwan - Rich People Problems  
Min Jin Lee - Pachinko  
Debbie Macomber - Sweet Tomorrow  
George R.R. Martin - Mystery Knight  
Peter May - Coffin Road  
Val McDermid - The Last Temptation  
Andy McDermott  - Kingdom of Darkness  
Teresa Messineo - Fire by Night  
James Oswald - Prayer for the Dead  
Anne Perry - Murder on the Serpentine  
Vaddey Ratner - Music of the Ghosts  
Ruth Rendell - Dark Corners  
Kathy Reichs - Two Nights  
Candace Robb - Service of the Dead  
J.D. Robb - Brotherhood in Death  
Nora Roberts - Bay of Sighs  
Nora Roberts - Come Sundown  
Arundhati Roy - Ministry of Utmost Hap-
piness  
John Sandford - Deep Freeze  
Rakesh Satyal  - No One Can Pronounce 
My Name  
Lisa Scottoline - Exposed  
Anita Shreve - Stars Are Fire  
Lionel Shriver - Mandibles  
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - Legacy  
S.J. Sindu - Marriage of a Thousand Lies  
Karin Slaughter - Good Daughter  
Mickey Spillane - Big Showdown  
Danielle Steel - Duchess  
Emma Straub - Modern Lovers  
Elizabeth Strout - Anything is Possible  
Matthew Sullivan - Midnight at the Bright 
Ideas Bookstore  
Andrea Thalasinos - Fly by Night  
Brad Thor - Foreign Agent  

 
 
Colm Toibin - House of Names  
Peter Tremayne - Penance of the Damned  
Adriana Trigiani - Kiss Carlo  
Fred Vargas - Ice Age  
Mary Walsh - Crying for the Moon  
Alison Weir - Anne Boleyn  
Alison Weir - Katherine of Aragon  
Iona Whishaw - Death in a Darkening 
Mist  
Randy Wayne White - Deep Blue  
 

Adult Non-Fiction 
If I Understood You, Why Would I Have 
this Look on My Face? by Alan Alda 
You Don’t Have to Say You Love Me by 
Sherman Alexie 
Inside the Inferno: A Firefighter’s Story 
of the Brotherhood that Saved Fort 
McMurray by Damian Asher 
Where I Live by Sharon Butala 
Among the Walking Wounded : Soldiers, 
Survival, and PTSD by John Conrad 
From Holmes to Sherlock by Michael 
Gallagher 
From Oral to Written: A Celebration of 
Native Canadian Literature, 1980-2010 by 
Tomson Highway 
Along the Western Front by Leah Hennel 
River of Time by Naomi Judd 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
I Need a Lifeguard Everywhere but the 
Pool by Lisa Scottoline 
 

 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Before I Go to Sleep by S.J. Watson  
As I sleep, my mind will erase everything I did today. I will wake up tomorrow as I did this morning. Thinking I'm still a child, 
thinking I have a whole lifetime of choice ahead of me... Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every time you went to 
sleep? Your name, your identity, your past, even the people you love--all forgotten overnight. And the one person you trust may 
only be telling you half the story. Welcome to Christine's life.   

 
Arlene 
My Secret Sister by Helen Edwards & Jenny Lee Smith  
Helen grew up in a village in Tyneside with her family living nearby. But they could not protect her from her neglectful mother 
and violent father. Jenny was adopted and grew up in Newcastle. Neither woman knew of the other's existence until, in her 50s, 
Jenny went looking for her birth family and found she had a sister.        

 
Connie 
Die on Your Feet by S.J. Wong 
Lola Starke is a PI with a trust fund. Not that she gets everything she wants—or doesn't want. Like being rid of her Ghost, Aubrey 
O'Connell, for instance. But in Crescent City, Ghosts are commonplace and Hosts are supposed to be happy about it. So Lola's 
learned to bide her time. It's served her well as a gwai girl raised in a Chinese city. When two disparate clients won't take 'no' for 
an answer, Lola reluctantly agrees to both. She and Aubrey are quickly entangled in a murky puzzle of government officials, drug 
addicts, angry cops, and the gossamer threads of a dangerous plot. Soon enough, the past comes calling with bad news and worse 
enemies. This is the '30s and this is Crescent City, where mah-jongg parlours and film studios hold sway. Where the City's highest 
official is a Ghost with unimpeachable power and a history with Lola's mother. Where secrets last only as long as it takes money to 
change hands—or a gun to pry them loose.  
 

Emma Joy 
Talking as Fast as I Can: From Gilmore Girls to Gilmore Girls, and Everything in Between by Lauren Graham  
In this collection of personal essays, the beloved star of Gilmore Girls and Parenthood reveals stories about life, love, and working 
as a woman in Hollywood—along with behind-the-scenes dispatches from the set of the new Gilmore Girls, where she plays the 
fast-talking Lorelai Gilmore once again. In Talking as Fast as I Can, Lauren Graham hits pause for a moment and looks back on 
her life, sharing laugh-out-loud stories about growing up, starting out as an actress, and, years later, sitting in her trailer on the 
Parenthood set and asking herself, “Did you, um, make it?”    
 

Julie 
The Winter People by Jennifer McMahon  
West Hall, Vermont, has always been a town of strange disappearances and old legends. The most mysterious is that of Sara Harri-
son Shea, who, in 1908, was found dead in the field behind her house just months after the tragic death of her daughter, Gertie. 
Now, in present day, nineteen-year-old Ruthie lives in Sara's farmhouse with her mother, Alice, and her younger sister, Fawn. Al-
ice has always insisted that they live off the grid, a decision that suddenly proves perilous when Ruthie wakes up one morning to 
find that Alice has vanished without a trace. Searching for clues, she is startled to find a copy of Sara Harrison Shea's diary hidden 
beneath the floorboards of her mother's bedroom. As Ruthie gets sucked deeper into the mystery of Sara's fate, she discovers that 
she's not the only person who's desperately looking for someone that they've lost. But she may be the only one who can stop histo-
ry from repeating itself.   
 

Kirstin 
When Green Becomes Tomatoes: Poems for All Seasons by Julie Fogliano, illustrated by Julie Morstad  
Flowers blooming in sheets of snow make way for happy frogs dancing in the rain. Summer swims move over for autumn sweaters 
until the snow comes back again. In Julie Fogliano's skilled hand and illustrated by Julie Morstad's charming pictures, the seasons 
come to life in this gorgeous and comprehensive book of poetry.      
 
 
 
 



Mary 
Book of Mirrors by E.O. Chirovici  
When big-shot literary agent Peter Katz receives an unfinished manuscript entitled The Book of Mirrors, he is intrigued. The author, 
Richard Flynn is writing a memoir about his time at Princeton in the late 80s, documenting his relationship with the famous Profes-
sor Joseph Wieder. One night in 1987, Wieder was brutally murdered in his home and the case was never solved. Peter Katz is hell-
bent on getting to the bottom of what happened that night twenty-five years ago and is convinced the full manuscript will reveal who 
committed the violent crime. But other people’s recollections are dangerous weapons to play with, and this might be one memory 
that is best kept buried.       

 
Melvyn 
Colour: Travels Through the Paint Box by Victoria Finlay  
Part travelogue, part narrative history, Colour unlocks the history of the colours of the rainbow, and reveals how paints came to be 
invented, discovered, traded and used. This remarkable and beautifully written book remembers a time when red paint was really the 
colour of blood, when orange was the poison pigment, blue as expensive as gold, and yellow made from the urine of cows force-fed 
with mangoes. It looks at how green was carried by yaks along the silk road, and how an entire nation was founded on the colour 
purple. Exciting, richly informative, and always surprising, Colour lifts the lid on the historical palette and unearths an astonishing 
wealth of stories about the quest for colours, and our efforts to understand them.  
 

Miranda 
A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley  
When Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home town half a world away, he made global headlines. Saroo had 
become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the name of his family or where he was from, he survived for weeks 
on the streets of Kolkata, before being taken into an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. Despite being happy in his new 
family, Saroo always wondered about his origins. He spent hours staring at the map of India on his bedroom wall. When he was a 
young man the advent of Google Earth led him to pore over satellite images of the country for landmarks he recognised. And one 
day, after years of searching, he miraculously found what he was looking for. Then he set off on a journey to find his mother.        
 

Sharon 
The Bone Box by Faye Kellerman 
On a bright and crisp September morning, while walking a bucolic woodland trail, Rina Decker stumbles upon human remains once 
buried deep beneath the forest grounds. Immediately, she calls her husband, Peter, a former detective lieutenant with LAPD, now 
working for the local Greenbury Police. Within hours, a vista of beauty and tranquility is transformed into a frenetic crime scene. 
The body has been interred for years and there is scant physical evidence at the gravesite: a youthful skeleton, a skull wound and 
long dark strands of hair surrounding the bony frame. As Decker and his partner, Tyler McAdams, further investigate, they realize 
that they’re most likely dealing with a missing student from the nearby Five Colleges of Upstate—a well-known and well-respected 
consortium of higher learning where Rina works. And when more human remains are found in the same area, Decker and McAdams 
know this isn’t just a one-off murder case. Short-staffed and with no convenient entry into the colleges, Decker enlists Rina’s help to 
act as the eyes and ears of campus gossip. Winding their way through a dangerous labyrinth of steely suspects and untouchable aca-
demics, Decker, McAdams, and Rina race to protect their community from a psychopathic killer still in the area—and on the hunt 
for a fresh victim.  
 

Victoria 
Discount Armageddon by Seanan McGuire  
Ghoulies. Ghosties. Long-legged beasties. Things that go bump in the night... The Price family has spent generations studying the 
monsters of the world, working to protect them from humanity—and humanity from them. Enter Verity Price. Despite being trained 
from birth as a cryptozoologist, she'd rather dance a tango than tangle with a demon, and is spending a year in Manhattan while she 
pursues her career in professional ballroom dance. Sounds pretty simple, right? It would be, if it weren't for the talking mice, the 
telepathic mathematicians, the asbestos supermodels, and the trained monster-hunter sent by the Price family's old enemies, the Cov-
enant of St. George. When a Price girl meets a Covenant boy, high stakes, high heels, and a lot of collateral damage are almost guar-
anteed. To complicate matters further, local cryptids are disappearing, strange lizard-men are appearing in the sewers, and someone's 
spreading rumors about a dragon sleeping underneath the city... .     

Source: goodreads.com 



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
London Spy, created by Tom Rob Smith. This crime drama follows the emotional journey of a young man as he tries to 
find the truth behind his lover's death. Ordinary man Danny begins a romance with MI6 code genius Alex, and they 
share a happy relationship before it'is tragically cut short when the spy is mysteriously murdered. The suspicious death 
spurs Danny into investigating the circumstances that took place. Wise mentor Scottie guides the innocent soul through 
the shady world of espionage as Danny steps out of his comfort zone and into danger.  
 
 
 
 
Doctor Thorne, directed by Niall MacCormick. 1855. When Doctor Thorne's penniless niece, Mary, is excluded from 
the wedding preparations of her childhood playmate, she probes her uncle for the truth of her birth. She is devastated 
to learn that she is the illegitimate child of his late brother. It seems she has neither breeding nor fortune. This is a 
problem, as Mary and the heir to the Greshamsbury Estate, Frank, have fallen in love. Frank is under strict instruc-
tions from his over-bearing mother, Lady Arabella, to save his family from financial ruin by marrying money. Frank's 
mother schemes to separate the two lovebirds, encouraging her son to woo the wealthy American heiress, Miss Dun-
stable. Meanwhile, Doctor Thorne acts as both physician and business advisor to railway millionaire, Sir Roger 
Scatcherd, in whose hands the fate of Greshamsbury lies and who is rapidly drinking himself into an early grave.  
Frank finally plucks up the courage to propose to Mary and Doctor Thorne gives him his blessing, but not before he 

has filled him in on the scandalous truth surrounding her birth. Lady Arabella continues her persecution of Mary, and is furious when 
Frank tells her he is set on marrying Doctor Thorne's penniless niece. . 

  
The Secret Agent, directed by Charles McDougall. London, 1886: The owner of a seedy Soho shop doubles as a spy 
for the Russian embassy, dragging his family into a tragic terror plot. Based on Joseph Conrad's classic thriller.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The Night Manager, produced by John Le Carré. Jonathan Pine (Tom Hiddleston), a former British soldier turned 
night manager in a luxury hotel in Cairo, ends up in possession of confidential documents about illegal weapon 
trades, and turns them into the International Enforcement Agency in London. A few years later, while working in 
Switzerland, he is recruited by Angela Burr (Olivia Colman), an intelligence officer who's investigating Richard 
Onslow Roper (Hugh Laurie), a corrupt businessman with ties to the secret arms trade. While trying to infiltrate 
Roper's organization, Pine has to deal with his attraction for Roper's girlfriend Jed (Elizabeth Debicki), his constant 
disagreement with Roper's associate Corkoran (Tom Hollander), and the fact that the whole operation is being kept 
secret from parts of the intelligence agency for fear of being shut down. The spy drama is based on the novel of the 
same name by John le Carré.  

 
 
Victoria, directed by Oliver Blackburn. When King William IV passes away, the throne is inherited by his niece 
Princess Alexandrina Victoria of Kent. She is pressurised by overpowering mother and advisor on what to do and 
how to act; however, she goes her own way and choses to rule in Buckingham Palace as Queen Victoria.  
 
 
 
 

May Spotlight 

New Series 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he weather wizards 
had treated the king-
dom rather poorly for 
the month of April but 
the subjects hoped 

that spring would begin in ear-
nest in May.  May would see the 
trees shed their forlorn brown 
hue and burst with the fresh 
green of spring.  May was also 
the best of the months to be born 
although this scribe may be a tad 
biased.  The Royal Library was 
busy with programs and attend-
ing to the exams of the Royal 
Students of the Realm.  This was 
the time of year when university 
studies were wrapping up and the 
Royal Children had mere weeks 
until the festive summer holi-
days.  In keeping with the birth-
day theme there follows trivia 
that occurred on each of 
the Library Ladies' day of birth. 
Lady Christina had seen the musical concert of Garth Brooks in 
April and was attending the Conference of Libraries in 
the kingdom of Jasper.  This would allow her to mingle with 
people of her own ilk and expand her knowledge.  Trivia:  On 
her birthday in 1956 the number on song was "I Want You, 
I Need You, I Love You" by Elvis Presley and in 1973, 600 000 
people attended the Summer Jam Rock Festival in Watkins 
Glen, New York. 
Lady Connie had been very busy decorating Easter eggs and 
cooking for her family.  She was also looking forward to attend-
ing other craft pursuits at the Royal Library.  Trivia:  On her 
birthday in 1989 the number one hit was "Eternal Flame" by the 
Bangles and Doc Martens released their first pair of boots in 
1960. 
Lady Sharon was also attending the Conference of Libraries but 
she had received the excellent news that her sister would visit 
from the Realm of Northern Ireland in the fall.  Trivia:  On her 
birthday in 1991 the number one hit was "Justify My Love" by 
Madonna and in 1945 Pepe Le Pew debuted in "Odor-able Kit-
ty", a Warner Brothers film. 
Lady Mary was, of course, very excited about her birthday but 
she also looked forward to the return of Lady Morgan, who 
would be assisting with the Summer Program at the Royal Li-
brary.  Any other month she may have put Lady Morgan first 
but her day of birth was so epic!  Trivia:  On her birthday in 
1958 the number one song was "All I Have to do is Dream" by 
the Everly Brothers and in 1965 the laboratories of the FBI an-
nounced that the lyrics to the song, "Louie,Louie" were unintel-
ligible at any speed. 
Lady Miranda was also taking a short holiday from her family to 
attend the Conference of Libraries where she hoped to come up 
with some more excellent programs for the subjects in the king-
dom.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 1963 the number one song was 
"Eight Days a Week" by the Beatles which is one of Lady Mi-
randa's favourite groups and in 1877 Chester Greenwood was 
awarded the patent for earmuffs. 
Wizard Melvyn had very kindly, once again, decorated Lady 
Mary's program room for the spring/summer session.  As one 
little subject exclaimed.  "It's like all the animals woke up to 
flowers!"  Trivia:  On her birthday in 1958 the number on 
song was "Don't/ I Beg of You" by Elvis Presley and in 1768, 
mustard was first advertised in North America. 
 
 

Lady Victoria was filling in for 
the Library Ladies who were 
taking time off and was also 
another fortunate person to have 
been born in the month of 
May.  Trivia:  On her birthday 
in 1964, the number one song 
was "Love Me Do" by the Beat-
les and in 1966 the U.S. space-
craft, Surveyor 1 landed on the 
moon. 
Lady Kirstin was keeping up 
with her growing family and 
kept in touch with the Library 
Ladies while still volunteering 
in the community on commit-
tees.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 
1977 the number one song was 
"The Best of My Love" by the 
Emotions and in 1882, Tchai-
kovsky's 1812 Overture debuted 
in Moscow, Russia. 
Lady Amy was another person 
who had the luck to be born 

in the month of May.  She would be spending a few days with 
her grandchildren while their parents went on a short holi-
day.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 1958 the number one song was 
"Witch Doctor" by David Seville and in 1937 the novel "Gone 
With the Wind" by Margaret Mitchell won the Pullitzer 
Prize for literature. 
Lady Julie was keeping the Ladies' spirits up with her gift of 
sarcasm exclaiming that there was something yellow in the sky 
and she wasn't sure what it was but not to worry, it wouldn't be 
there long.  She also has the same birthday as Lady Con-
nie.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 1989 the Bangles were still 
singing since that was still the number one song but in 1960 
Tiros1, a weather satellite, was launched and sent the first televi-
sion pictures from space. 
Lady Arlene had returned from her trip to Hawaii and regaled 
the ladies with stories of her travels.  She brought them each a 
beautiful bookmark and some chocolates.  The ladies were glad 
to have her back.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 1954 the number 
one song was "Oh! My Papa!" by Eddie Fisher and the book 
publishers Simon and Schuster opened for business in 1924. 
Lady Emma Joy was looking forward to her summer vaca-
tion.  (I did not ask her this question but rather just thought she 
would be ready for a holiday.)  She is a diligent worker and the 
ladies appreciate her help.  Trivia:  On her birthday in 2004 the 
number one song was "Goodies" by Ciara and Petey Publo and 
in 1954, "Lassie" premiered on CBS television.  
With the promise of warmer temperatures and the planting sea-
son not far off, the Royal Library Ladies happily looked forward 
to the next season.   
. 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 
 
 
 
 

T The Library Ladies 


