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Library Service Disruption: The Library will be implementing a circulation software overhaul 
March 8 through 13. During this time, the online catalogue will NOT be available, you will NOT be 
able to access your online account, and requests cannot be placed. You may check out materials, but 
we will be unable to check in any library items.  Be advised, if you have lists saved on your account 
they will be deleted in the update. Circulation and online services should resume on Thursday, March 
14. We appreciate your patience during this changeover. 
 
Special Book Club Evening: Have you read A W ake for the Dreamland? Come out and chat 
with author Laurel Deedrick-Maine Tuesday, March 19, 7pm at the library. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Books & signings will be available. 
 
Book Club: For  our  Apr il 2 meeting we are reading W ashington Black by Esi Edugyen. “From 

the sultry cane fields of the Caribbean to the frozen Far North, Washington Black tells a story of 

friendship and betrayal, love and redemption, of a world destroyed and made whole again--and asks 

the question, what is true freedom?”    

Four Eyes Film Series: Wednesday, March 20, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas: The Grizzlies, 

directed by Miranda de Pencier. Showing one night only! See next page for details. 

Armchair Travel: Tuesday, March 12, 7pm in the LMC. “The Lacombe Legion Tour: World War 

I and II Sites in Belgium, France and Holland,” presented by Irene Sisson. 

Local History series: Thursday, March 28, 7pm in the LMC. “Lakeside Social Workers: 95 Years 

and Counting,” presented by Maureen Pocock.  

Adult Craft Programs: Check out our website for information about our regular and special craft 

programming for adults. Card making, jewellery nights, colouring club, knitting and more! 

Children’s Programs: Our  winter /spr ing 2019 children’s programs run January 8 through April 

12, and April 23 through May 31. Children will be registered for the entire session. Most classes are 

now full. See our website for monthly free special events for kids. 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe and 

area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe City Cin-

emas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We acknowledge and ap-

preciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before the 

film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. 

All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to 

the library.  

Concession available! 

March 20 > The Grizzlies, directed by Miranda de Pencier 

Based on a true story, The Grizzlies is about the determination and resilience of a group of Inuit youth in a small Arctic community. 

In 1998, first-time teacher Russ Sheppard (Ben Schnetzer) moves north for a job at a local school in Kugluktuk, a town struggling 

with one of the highest suicide rates in North America. With no previous experience or knowledge of life in the north, Russ is 

shocked and overwhelmed by the numerous social issues facing the youth, all as a result of the massive legacy of colonization on 

their families and communities. Russ introduces a lacrosse program in the school. Although the program is at first met with skepti-

cism and resistance, Russ's commitment begins to win the trust of the students and together they form the Grizzlies lacrosse team. 

Through the sport, the youth find a vital outlet for their emotions and the team creates a sense of pride and purpose in themselves 

and their community. Originally from Kugluktuk, one of the film's producers, Stacey Aglok MacDonald, has first-hand experience 

of the impact of this program on her community and has been committed to bringing this story to the screen. The Grizzlies is a tes-

tament to the spirit, tenacity, and leadership of Inuit youth, persisting in spite of immense pressure and hardship.  

 

Canada // 104 min // Inuktitut & English with English subtitles // Rated: PG  

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

At the Wolf's Table by Rosella Postorino, translated by Leah Janeczko  
Germany, 1943: Twenty-six-year-old Rosa Sauer's parents are gone, and her husband Gregor is far away, 
fighting on the front lines of WWII. Impoverished and alone, she makes the fateful decision to leave war-torn 
Berlin to live with her in-laws in the countryside, thinking she'll find refuge there. But one morning, the SS come 
to tell her she has been conscripted to be one of Hitler's tasters: three times a day, she and nine other women go 
to his secret headquarters, the Wolf's Lair, to eat his meals before he does. Forced to eat what might kill them, 
the tasters begin to divide into The Fanatics, those loyal to Hitler, and the women like Rosa who insist they aren't 
Nazis, even as they risk their lives every day for Hitler's. As secrets and resentments grow, this unlikely sister-
hood reaches its own dramatic climax. What's more, one of Rosa's SS guards has become dangerously familiar, 
and the war is worsening outside. As the months pass, it becomes increasingly clear that Rosa and everyone she 
knows are on the wrong side of history. Based on the untold true story. 
 
Rupture by Ragnar Jónasson, translated by Quentin Bates  
1955. Two young couples move to the uninhabited, isolated fjord of Hedinsfjörður. Their stay ends abruptly 
when one of the women meets her death in mysterious circumstances. The case is never solved. Fifty years later 
an old photograph comes to light, and it becomes clear that the couples may not have been alone on the fjord 
after all… . In nearby Siglufjörður, young policeman Ari Thór tries to piece together what really happened that 
fateful night, in a town where no one wants to know, where secrets are a way of life. He’s assisted by Ísrún, a 
news reporter in Reykjavik, who is investigating an increasingly chilling case of her own. Things take a sinister 
turn when a child goes missing in broad daylight. With a stalker on the loose, and the town of Siglufjörður in 
quarantine, the past might just come back to haunt them.             
 
 
 
Early Riser by Jasper Fforde  
Every Winter, the human population hibernates. During those bitterly cold four months, the nation is a snow-
draped landscape of desolate loneliness, and devoid of human activity. Well, not quite.  Your name is Charlie 
Worthing and it's your first season with the Winter Consuls, the committed but mildly unhinged group of misfits 
who are responsible for ensuring the hibernatory safe passage of the sleeping masses. You are investigating an 
outbreak of viral dreams which you dismiss as nonsense; nothing more than a quirky artefact borne of the sleep-
ing mind. When the dreams start to kill people, it's unsettling. When you get the dreams too, it's weird. When 
they start to come true, you begin to doubt your sanity. But teasing truth from Winter is never easy: You have to 
avoid the Villains and their penchant for murder, kidnapping and stamp collecting, ensure you aren't eaten by 
Nightwalkers whose thirst for human flesh can only be satisfied by comfort food, and sidestep the increasingly 
less-than-mythical WinterVolk. But so long as you remember to wrap up warmly, you'll be fine.           
 
More Deadly than the Male: Masterpieces from the Queens of Horror by Graeme Davis  
Readers are well aware that Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein: few know how many other tales of terror she cre-
ated. In addition to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote some surprisingly effective horror stories. 
The year after Little Women appeared, Louisa May Alcott published one of the first mummy tales. These ladies 
weren’t alone. From the earliest days of Gothic and horror fiction, women were exploring the frontiers of fear, 
dreaming dark dreams that will still keep you up at night.  More Deadly than the Male includes unexpected hor-
ror tales by Louisa May Alcott and Harriet Beecher Stowe, and forgotten writers like Mary Cholmondely and 
Charlotte Riddell, whose work deserves a modern audience. Readers will be drawn in by the familiar names and 
intrigued by their rare stories. Readers will discover lost and forgotten women who wrote horror every bit 
as effectively as their male contemporaries. They will learn about their lives and careers, the challenges they 
faced as women working in a male-dominated field, the way they overcame those challenges, and the way they 

approached the genre—which was often subtler, more psychological, and more disturbing. 
 
 



Adult Fiction 
 
W.M Akers - Westside 
Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Andre Alexis - Days By Moonlight 
Nancy Atherton - Aunt Dimity and the Heart of Gold 
Margaret Atwood - The Testaments 
David Baldacci - Redemption 
Rhys Bowen - The Victory Garden 
C.J. Box - Bitterroots 
Patricia Briggs - Storm Chased 
Kira Jane Buxton - Hollow Kingdom 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
Candice Carty-Williams - Queenie 
M.J. Cates - Into That Fire 
Katherine Center - Things You Save in a Fire 
Jennifer Chiaverini - Resistance Women 
Yangze Choo  - The Night Tiger   
Clare Clark - In the Full Light of the Sun 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
Ben Coes - The Russian 
Sara Collins - The Confessions of Frannie Langton 
Clive Cussler - The Oracle 
Niklas Natt och Dag - The Wolf and the Watchman 
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kate Davies - In at the Deep End 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Jeffrey Deaver - The Never Game 
Melissa de la Cruz - The Birthday Girl 
Nicole Dennis-Benn - Patsy 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Meg Donohue - You, Me and the Sea 
Sam Eastland - The Elegant Lie 
M.T. Edvardsson - A Nearly Normal Family 
Kate Ellis - The Boy Who Lived With the Dead 
Stephanie Evanovich - Under the Table 
Janet Fitch - Chimes of a Lost Cathedral 
Lydia Fitzpatrick - Lights All Night Long 
Lucy Foley - The Hunting Party 
Sarah Gailey - Magic for Liars 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Elizabeth Gilbert - City of Girls 
Tracey Garvis Graves - The Girl He Used to Know 
Philippa Gregory - Tidelands 
Anne Griffin - When All Is Said 
Elly Griffiths - The Stone Circle 
Martha Grimes - The Old Success 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
Hendrik Groen - On the Bright Side 
Mark Haddon - The Porpoise 
Stacey Halls- The Familiars 
Ian Hamilton - The Mountain Master of Sha Tin 
Sophie Hannah - The Next to Die 
Amy Harmon - What the Wind Knows 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  

C.S. Harris - Who Slays the Wicked 
Peter Heller - The River 
Sally Hepworth - The Mother-in-Law 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Anne Hillerman - The Tale Teller 
Anthony Horowitz - The Sentence is Death 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Greg Iles - Cemetery Road 
Evan James - Cheer Up, Mr. Witticombe 
J.A. Jance - The A List 
Bali Kaur Jaswel - The Unlikely Adventures of the  
Shergill Sisters 
Pam Jenoff - The Lost Girls of Paris 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Guy Gavriel Kay - A Brightness Long Ago 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Julia Kelly - The Light Over London 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Stephen King - Elevation 
Maria Kuznetsova - Oksana, Behave! 
Caroline Lea - The Glass Woman 
Donna Leon - Unto Us a Son Is Given 
Diane Les Becquets - The Last Woman in the Forest 
Marc Levy - The Last of the Stanfields 
Clare MacKintosh - After the End 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Stewart O’Nan - Henry, Himself 
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
Alan Parks - February’s Son 
Anne Perry - Triple Jeopardy 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Taylor Jenkins Reid - Daisy Jones and the Six 
Kelly Rimmer - The Things We Cannot Say   
Peter Rock - The Night Swimmers 
Maurice Carlos Ruffin - We Cast a Shadow 
Craig Russell - The Devil Aspect 
Namwali Serpell - The Old Drift 
Lisa Scottoline - Someone Knows 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Lisa See - The Island of Sea Women 
Ali Smith - Spring 
Danielle Steel - Blessing in Disguise 
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Helene Tursten - The Hunting Game 
Glendy Vanderah - Where the Forest Meets the Stars 
Ruth Ware - The Turn of the Key 
Alison Weir - Anne of Kleve 
Ann Weisgarber - The Glovemaker 
Colson Whitehead - The Nickel Boys 
G. Willow Wilson - The Bird King 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



On the same page 
Discover new books & authors 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 
 
For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in 
late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called 
Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that 
she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. When two young men from town become in-
trigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life–until the unthinkable happens. Where the Crawdads Sing 
is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible 
murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the 
beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.    
Where the Crawdad’s Sing is currently one of the top three requested books in the Parkland Regional Library sys-
tem. 

 

What to read while you’re waiting to read Where the Crawdads Sing 
 
My Absolute Darling by Gabriel Tallent  
Turtle Alveston is a survivor. At fourteen, she roams the woods along the northern California coast. The creeks, tide 
pools, and rocky islands are her haunts and her hiding grounds, and she is known to wander for miles. But while her 
physical world is expansive, her personal one is small and treacherous: Turtle has grown up isolated since the death 
of her mother, in the thrall of her tortured and charismatic father, Martin. Her social existence is confined to the mid-
dle school (where she fends off the interest of anyone, student or teacher, who might penetrate her shell) and to her 
life with her father. Then Turtle meets Jacob, and for the first time, the larger world begins to come into focus: her 
life with her father is neither safe nor sustainable. Motivated by her first experience with real friendship, Turtle starts 
to imagine escape, using the very survival skills her father devoted himself to teaching her. What follows is a harrow-

ing story of bravery and redemption.     
 
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 
This is an exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite 
child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfill the dreams they were unable to 
pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee 
family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A profoundly moving story of family, secrets, and longing, 
Everything I Never Told You is both a gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, uncovering the ways in 
which mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives, to understand one 
another.   
 
Harry’s Trees by Jon Cohen 
Thirty-four-year-old Harry Crane, lifelong lover of trees, works as an analyst in a treeless US Forest Service office. 
When his wife dies in a freak accident, devastated, he makes his way to the remote woods of northeastern Pennsylva-
nia’s Endless Mountains, intent on losing himself. But fate intervenes in the form of a fiercely determined young girl 
named Oriana. She, too, has lost someone—her father. And in the magical, willful world of her reckoning, Oriana 
believes that Harry is the key to finding her way back to him.  As Harry agrees to help the young girl, the unlikeliest 
of elements—a tree house, a Wolf, a small-town librarian and a book called The Grum’s Ledger—come together to 
create the biggest sensation ever to descend upon the Endless Mountains…a golden adventure that will fulfill Oria-
na’s wildest dreams and open the door to a new life for Harry.  
 
Virgil Wander by Leif Enger  
Virgil Wander is a big, generous, sweeping story of new beginnings against all odds that follows the inhabitants of a 
small Midwestern town in their quest to revive its flagging heart. Small town cinema owner Virgil Wander is 
"cruising along at medium altitude" when his Pontiac flies off a bridge into the icy depths of Lake Superior. Virgil 
survives but his language and memory are altered and he emerges into a world no longer familiar to him. Awakening 
into his new life, Virgil begins to piece together his personal history and the lore of his broken town, with the help of 
a cast of affable and curious locals -- from Rune, a twinkling, pipe-smoking, kite-designing stranger investigating 
the mystery of his disappeared son; to Nadine, the enchanting, reserved wife of the vanished man; to young Galen 
Pea, an intrepid waif determined to hook a killer fish. Into this community returns a shimmering prodigal son, Adam 
Leer, who may hold the key to reviving their hard-luck town. With intelligent humor and captivating whimsy, Leif 

Enger conjures a remarkable portrait of a region and its residents, who, for reasons of choice or circumstance, never made it out of 
their depleted industrial surroundings. Carried aloft by quotidian pleasures of kite-flying, movies, fishing, baseball, necking in 
parked cars and falling in love, Virgil Wander is a swift, full journey into the heart and heartache of an often overlooked upper Mid-
west.  
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Little Yellow House: Finding Community in a Changing Neighbourhood by Carissa Halton  
"Ma'am, you sound like a very reasonable person. Can I advise you to just move?" A young family moves into a neighbourhood 
with a reputation for crime. As they make their home in one of the oldest parts of the city, Carissa Halton reflects on the changing 
view from her little yellow house. While others nervously examine the less than-stellar reputation of her surroundings, she heads 
out to meet her neighbours, and through them discovers the innate beauty in her community. Halton invites us to meet a cast of di-
verse characters including cat rescuers, tragic teens, art evangelists, and crime fighters, whose walks of life, though very different 
from her own, has led to them being the people in her neighbourhood. Threaded through this collection of essays are questions 
about the social and economic forces that shape and reshape our cities.      
 

Carol 
Ru by Kim Thuy 
Ru. In Vietnamese it means lullaby; in French it is a small stream, but also signifies a flow--of tears, blood, money. Kim Thúy's Ru 
is literature at its most crystalline: the flow of a life on the tides of unrest and on to more peaceful waters. In vignettes of exquisite 
clarity, sharp observation and sly wit, we are carried along on an unforgettable journey from a palatial residence in Saigon to a 
crowded and muddy Malaysian refugee camp, and onward to a new life in Quebec. There, the young girl feels the embrace of a new 
community, and revels in the chance to be part of the American Dream. As an adult, the waters become rough again: now a mother 
of two sons, she must learn to shape her love around the younger boy's autism. Moving seamlessly from past to present, from histo-
ry to memory and back again, Ru is a book that celebrates life in all its wonder: its moments of beauty and sensuality, brutality and 
sorrow, comfort and comedy.        

 
Emma Joy 
Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon, illustrated by David Yoon  
My disease is as rare as it is famous. Basically, I’m allergic to the world. I don’t leave my house, have not left my house in seven-
teen years. The only people I ever see are my mom and my nurse, Carla. But then one day, a moving truck arrives next door. I look 
out my window, and I see him. He’s tall, lean and wearing all black—black T-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers, and a black knit 
cap that covers his hair completely. He catches me looking and stares at me. I stare right back. His name is Olly. Maybe we can’t 
predict the future, but we can predict some things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with Olly. It’s almost certainly 
going to be a disaster.  
 

Julie 
The Dry by Jane Harper  
In the grip of the worst drought in a century, the farming community of Kiewarra is facing life and death choices daily when three 
members of a local family are found brutally slain. Federal Police investigator Aaron Falk reluctantly returns to his hometown for 
the funeral of his childhood friend, loath to face the townsfolk who turned their backs on him twenty years earlier. But as questions 
mount, Falk is forced to probe deeper into the deaths of the Hadler family. Because Falk and Luke Hadler shared a secret. A secret 
Falk thought was long buried. A secret Luke's death now threatens to bring to the surface in this small Australian town, as old 
wounds bleed into new ones.          
 

Kirstin 
Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver  
How could two hardworking people do everything right in life, a woman asks, and end up destitute? Willa Knox and her husband 
followed all the rules as responsible parents and professionals, and have nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick 
house that is falling apart. The magazine where Willa worked has folded; the college where her husband had tenure has closed. 
Their dubious shelter is also the only option for a disabled father-in-law and an exasperating, free-spirited daughter. When the fami-
ly's one success story, an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by tragedy he seems likely to join them, with dark complications of his own. 
In another time, a troubled husband and public servant asks, How can a man tell the truth, and be reviled for it? A science teacher 
with a passion for honest investigation, Thatcher Greenwood finds himself under siege: his employer forbids him to speak of the 
exciting work just published by Charles Darwin. His young bride and social-climbing mother-in-law bristle at the risk of scandal, 
and dismiss his worries that their elegant house is unsound. In a village ostensibly founded as a benevolent Utopia, Thatcher wants 
only to honor his duties, but his friendships with a woman scientist and a renegade newspaper editor threaten to draw him into a 
vendetta with the town's powerful men.  
 
 



Mary 
Charmed Bones by Carolyn Haines 
Private detective Sarah Booth Delaney doesn't quite know what to expect when she's urgently called to a school board meeting for 
Sunflower County, Mississippi. But she certainly wasn't expecting this: three Wiccan sisters are in the midst of a showdown with the 
Board of Education. They want to open a Wiccan school in Zinnia, Mississippi, and the conservative town vows to do anything neces-
sary to stop them from opening their school. Sarah Booth and her partner in the detective agency, Tinkie Bellcase, are quickly enlisted 
to investigate the Wiccan sisters' real reasons for coming to town. Sarah Booth learns the sisters have rented a manor house and land 
from a reclusive local artist, Trevor Musgrove. But the case takes on a far more serious tone when Trevor Musgrove is found dead, 
and all evidence seems to point directly at the witch sisters.           

 
Melvyn 
Spice: The History of a Temptation by Jack Turner 
Spice is a history of the spice trade told not in the conventional narrative of politics and economics, nor of conquest and colonization, 
but through the intimate human impulses that inspired and drove it. Here is an exploration of the centuries-old desire for spice in food, 
in medicine, in magic, and in religion, and of the allure of forbidden fruit lingering in the scents of cinnamon, pepper, ginger, nutmeg, 
mace, and clove. We follow spices back through time, through history, myth, archaeology, and literature. Through examining the 
temptations of spice we follow in the trails of the spice seekers leading from the deserts of ancient Syria to thrill-seekers on the Inter-
net. We discover how spice became one of the first and most enduring links between Asia and Europe. We see in the pepper we use 
so casually the relic of a tradition linking us to the appetites of Rome, Elizabethan England, and the pharaohs. And we capture the 
pleasure of spice not only at the table but in every part of life.    
 

Miranda 
Feel Free by Zadie Smith 
Arranged into five sections—In the World, In the Audience, In the Gallery, On the Bookshelf, and Feel Free—this new collection 
poses questions we immediately recognize. What is The Social Network, and Facebook itself, really about? "It's a cruel portrait of us: 
500 million sentient people entrapped in the recent careless thoughts of a Harvard sophomore." Why do we love libraries? "Well-run 
libraries are filled with people because what a good library offers cannot be easily found elsewhere: an indoor public space in which 
you do not have to buy anything in order to stay." What will we tell our granddaughters about our collective failure to address global 
warming? "So I might say to her, look: the thing you have to appreciate is that we'd just been through a century of relativism and de-
construction, in which we were informed that most of our fondest-held principles were either uncertain or simple wishful thinking, 
and in many areas of our lives we had already been asked to accept that nothing is essential and everything changes and this had taken 
the fight out of us somewhat." Gathering in one place for the first time previously unpublished work, as well as already classic essays, 
such as, Joy, and, Find Your Beach, Feel Free offers a survey of important recent events in culture and politics, as well as Smith's 
own life. Equally at home in the world of good books and bad politics, Brooklyn-born rappers and the work of Swiss novelists, she is 
by turns wry, heartfelt, indignant, and incisive and never any less than perfect company. This is literary journalism at its zenith.  
 

Sharon 
Holy Lands by Amanda Sthers  
As comic as it is deeply moving, Holy Lands chronicles several months in the lives of an estranged family of colorful eccentrics. Har-
ry Rosenmerck is an aging Jewish cardiologist who has left his thriving medical practice in New York--to raise pigs in Israel. His ex-
wife, Monique, ruminates about their once happy marriage even as she quietly battles an aggressive illness. Their son, David, an ear-
nest and successful playwright, has vowed to reconnect with his father since coming out. Annabelle, their daughter, finds herself un-
moored in Paris in the aftermath of a breakup. Harry eschews technology, so his family, spread out around the world, must communi-
cate with him via snail mail. Even as they grapple with challenges, their correspondence sparkles with levity. They snipe at each oth-
er, volleying quips across the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, and Europe, and find joy in unexpected sources. Holy Lands captures the 
humor and poignancy of an adult family striving to remain connected across time, geography, and radically different perspectives on 
life.      
 

Victoria 
Descender. Book one: Tin stars by Jeff Lemire, illustrated by Dustin Nguyen 
Ten years after planet-sized robots called Harvesters appeared and wreaked havoc across the galaxy, a young robot named TIM-21 
wakes to find that all robots have been outlawed. But TIM may hold the secrets to the Harvesters in his machine DNA and he quickly 
becomes the most wanted robot in the universe. With bounty hunters and threats lurking at every turn, TIM embarks on a mind-
blowing adventure through the stars along with his robot dog, Bandit, and the lumbering mining droid, Driller.  



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

God’s Own Country, directed by Francis Lee. Johnny Saxby (Josh O'Connor) works long hours in brutal iso-
lation on his family's remote farm in the north of England. He numbs the daily frustration of his lonely exist-
ence with nightly binge-drinking at the local pub and casual sex. When a striking Romanian migrant worker 
(Alec Secareanu) arrives to take up temporary work on the family farm, an intense relationship forms between 
the two which could change Johnny's life forever. This is a universal tale about giving yourself over to love, 
even when you seem hopelessly broken.  
Rated 97% fresh on rottentomatoes.com Winner of Best Film at the Berlin International Film Festival. British 
Independent Film Awards winner of Best British Independent Film, Best Actor (Josh O'Connor), Best Debut 
Screenwriter (Francis Lee) and Best Sound (Anna Bertmark). Sundance winner of Directing Award - World 
Cinema. 
 
In Between, directed by Maysaloun Hamoud, is the story of three Palestinian women living together in a 
shared apartment in the Yemenite section of Tel Aviv (in addition to those who live in Gaza and the West 
Bank, Palestinians make up 20 percent of the Israeli citizenry). On the surface they have little in common. 
Laila (Mouna Hawa), from the city of Haifa, is a saucy, chain-smoking lawyer, a big-haired, leather-jacketed 
femme fatale with a principled disregard for convention. Salma (Sana Jammelieh) is a DJ, a surly rebel who 
quits her kitchen day job when her boss chastises her for speaking Arabic, but who can’t summon the same 
gumption when it comes to telling her Christian family back home in Nazareth that she’s gay. And newest to 
the apartment is Nur (Shaden Kanboura), a computer science student from the conservative Muslim town of 
Umm al-Fahm, soft-spoken and pious, a bookish hijabi, who is at first shocked and appalled by her frewheel-
ing new flatmates. Soon enough the women discover that what divides them is less significant than what unites 

them: Each in her own way is struggling against a man who would like to stifle her voice.  
Rated 98% fresh by critics on rottentomatoes.com 

 
Sami Blood, directed by Amanda Kernell. A 14-year-old girl (Lene Cecilia Sparrok) belonging to the Sami 
people, a Scandinavian ethnic minority, is subjected to racism and eugenic scrutiny in the 1930s when she is 
removed from her family and sent to a state-run school that aims to reeducate her into Swedish culture. She 
must soon choose between new academic opportunities or staying true to her cultural identity, all while weath-
ering the storms of adolescence.  
Rated 96% fresh on rottentomatoes.com   
 
 
 
Beast, directed by Michael Pearce. Moll is 27 and still living at home, stifled by the small island community 
around her and too beholden to her family to break away. When she meets Pascal, a free-spirited stranger, a 
whole new world opens up to her and she begins to feel alive for the first time, falling madly in love. Finally 
breaking free from her family, Moll moves in with Pascal to start a new life. But when he is arrested as the key 
suspect in a series of brutal murders, she is left isolated and afraid. Choosing to stand with him against the sus-
picions of the community, Moll finds herself forced to make choices that will impact her life forever.  
Rated 93% fresh on rottentomatoes.com  
 
 
Blackkklansman directed by Spike Lee, is the incredible true story of an American hero. It's the early 1970s, 
and Ron Stallworth (John David Washington) is the first African-American detective to serve in the Colorado 
Springs Police Department. Determined to make a name for himself, Stallworth bravely sets out on a danger-
ous mission: infiltrate and expose the Ku Klux Klan. The young detective soon recruits a more seasoned col-
league, Flip Zimmerman (Adam Driver), into the undercover investigation of a lifetime. Together, they team 
up to take down the extremist hate group as the organization aims to sanitize its violent rhetoric to appeal to 
the mainstream.  
Rated 95% fresh on rottentomatoes.com. Winner of the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay 
 
 

 
 
 

March Spotlight 
The Critics Agree 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he subjects of the 
kingdom were hop-
ing that the month 
of March, heralding 

the return of spring, would bring 
kinder temperatures to the king-
dom.  The weather wizards had 
been clutching the realm in the 
grasp of deep cold.  The Royal 
Library was busy with people get-
ting out of their abodes and finding 
a warm place to read and visit with 
their neighbours.  The library la-
dies were preparing for the tech 
wizards to turn their jobs upside 
down while they changed the com-
puter software.  
Lady Christina had finished gathering statistics for her year-
ly report and was attending a symposium in Edmonton on 
Shifting Services for Inclusivity.  Spring fact:  Spring fever 
is not just a saying.  Experts say that the body's makeup 
changes in the spring due to different diet, hormone produc-
tion and temperature. 
Lady Connie had taken the month of February off so this 
scribe has no idea what she's been doing so will update you 
next month.  Spring fact:  Tornadoes are more active in the 
spring. 
Lady Sharon was getting excited about her forthcoming trip 
across the Pond to her home realm of Northern Ireland in 
April where she would visit her sister, brother and daugh-
ter.  Spring fact:    If you stand at the equator on the first 
day of spring, you’ll see the sun pass directly over-head. 
This happens only twice a year – the first day of spring and 
the first day of autumn.  
Lady Mary was enjoying the children's classes and was pe-
rusing the gardening magazines and seed catalogues in an-
ticipation of spring.  Spring fact:  Spring brings the world 
together since on the first day of spring, sunrise and sunset 
are 12 hours apart everywhere on earth.  At least something 
can bring us together. 
Lady Miranda had enjoyed a wonderful skiing trip in the 
realm of Fairmont where the temperatures were balmy com-
pared to other realms and, at time of writing, was in New 
Brunswick, visiting her very good friends.  Spring 
fact:  The earliest known use of the term "spring cleaning" 
was in 1857. 
Wizard Melvyn was starting to envision decorating for the 
wall in Lady Mary's program room.   Spring fact:  If Pope 
Gregory XIII would not have established the Gregorian cal-
endar, which most of the world now observes, in 1582, then 
every 128 years the vernal equinox would have come a full 
calendar day earlier, eventually putting Easter in midwinter. 
Lady Victoria had not been spotted by this scribe for some 
time but she had attended a friend's wedding in Florida in 
January so I'm assuming it was a lovely time.  Spring 
fact:  For those of you who are confused by the Easter fluc-
tuation:  Easter always falls on the first Sunday after the 
first full moon after the spring equinox. 
 
 
 

Lady Kirstin had volunteered to 
help with the Canada Winter 
Games in the realm of Red Deer 
but I will have to report next 
month on how this turned 
out.  Spring fact: Children actually 
grow faster in the spring than dur-
ing other times of the year. 
Lady Amy is busy learning more 
about the new computer system so 
that it will be a smoother transi-
tion.  She is also excited to 
be going on a holiday in Europe in 
May.  Spring fact: We’ve used the 
word “spring” for the season since 
the 16th century. 

Lady Julie was getting a little tired of the cold morning 
walks with her dog but one hoped that it would have to 
change soon.  Upon researching the temperatures for Febru-
ary, it appears that Lady Julie's sister in the Yukon, had 
warmer temperatures in her realm than ours much further 
south .  Spring fact:  Every year on the first day of spring, 
people in Poland gather to burn an effigy and throw it in the 
river to bid winter farewell. 
Lady Emma Joy had finished her exams and was entering 
her last semester of high school.  She was also continuing 
with her skating commitments. 
Spring fact:  One long-term study found that, at least in 
the Rocky Mountain region, spring begins, on average, 
about three weeks earlier than it did in the 1970s. 
Lady Carol had a wonderful time at her daughter's wed-
ding.  The weather was cold and snowy but that did not put 
a damper on the celebrations.  An excellent time was en-
joyed by all.  Now she had to concentrate on the next 
daughter's wedding!  Such a year for Lady Carol.  Spring 
fact:  On the first day of spring, a person at the North Pole 
would see the sun skimming across the horizon, beginning 
six months of uninterrupted daylight. A person at the South 
Pole would see the sun skimming across the horizon, sig-
naling the start of six months of darkness. 
The Ladies were looking forward to more light and moder-
ate temperatures.  The kingdom would soon be planning 
their gardens and starting their outdoor projects.  The Royal 
Library would help with their projects by supplying books 
and magazines for the people to research. 
 
 
 

 
Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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