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The library will be closed at 3pm on Saturday, March 10. 
 
Fundraiser for the Library: Books & Bevvies, Saturday, March 10, 7-10pm at the Library. 
Tickets $20 per person, available at the library beginning February 1. Enjoy beer sampling from 
Blindman Brewing, wine sampling from Chateau Wine & Spirits, appetizers from HT Catering and 
raffles. Presented by the City of Lacombe Library Board.  
 
Easter Egg Decorating: Saturday, March 24, 10am-noon in the Servus room in the LMC. Make a 
variety of decorated eggs for Easter using several exciting techniques, for just $10 per family! All 
ages welcome. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Please preregister by March 19.  
 
Annual Garage Sale: We are seeking a venue for  our  annual garage sale May11&12 & a host 
who can receive donations May7-11. Please contact the library if you can help us out!  
 
Book Club: For  our  Apr il 3 meeting we are reading The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Bar ry. 
Set against an Ireland besieged by conflict, The Secret Scripture is an epic story of love, betrayal, and 
unavoidable tragedy, and a vivid reminder of the stranglehold that the Catholic Church had on indi-
vidual lives for much of the twentieth century.    
 
Four Eyes Film Series: One night only! Wednesday, March 21, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas. 
Lady Bird, directed by Greta Gerwig. See next page for all the details! 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, March 13, 7pm in the LMC: “Australia,” presented by Grant Oatway.  
 
Local History series: Thur sday, March 22, 7pm in the LMC: “Lifelong Learning in Lacombe,” 
presented by Dani Ducross. 
 
Genealogy Club: Are you a fan of family history? Do you have tips to share with other  enthusi-
asts, or need advice on how to begin your research? Come to genealogy club, second Tuesday of the 
month, 4:30pm in the library. Upcoming meetings: March 13, April 10.  
 
Colouring Club for Adults: March 14&28 , drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and enjoy 
quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. 
Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming 
dates. 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  winter /spr ing programs began Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2 at 10am. Classes run January 9 through February 16, February 27 through March 6 and March 
17 through May 25. Children will be registered for the whole program. There is a one-time fee of $5, 
or a craft supply donation. Stop by or visit our website for information about monthly special events 
for kids. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

March 21 > Lady Bird, directed by Greta Gerwig  

In Lady Bird, Greta Gerwig reveals herself to be a bold new cinematic voice with her directorial debut, excavating both the humor 

and pathos in the turbulent bond between a mother and her teenage daughter. Christine "Lady Bird" McPherson (Saoirse Ronan) 

fights against but is exactly like her wildly loving, deeply opinionated and strong-willed mom (Laurie Metcalf), a nurse working 

tirelessly to keep her family afloat after Lady Bird's father (Tracy Letts) loses his job. Set in Sacramento, California in 2002, 

amidst a rapidly shifting American economic landscape, Lady Bird is an affecting look at the relationships that shape us, the be-

liefs that define us, and the unmatched beauty of a place called home.  

 

USA // 94 mins // English // Rated: 14A  

Tickets will be available at the library beginning February 1. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Impossible Saints by Clarissa Harwood 
Escaping the constraints of life as a village schoolmistress, Lilia Brooke bursts into London and into Paul Har-
ris’s orderly life, shattering his belief that women are gentle creatures who need protection. Lilia wants to 
change women’s lives by advocating for the vote, free unions, and contraception. Paul, an Anglican priest, has a 
big ambition of his own: to become the youngest dean of St. John’s Cathedral. Lilia doesn’t believe in God, but 
she’s attracted to Paul’s intellect, ethics, and dazzling smile. As Lilia finds her calling in the militant Women’s 
Social and Political Union, Paul is increasingly driven to rise in the church. They can’t deny their attraction, but 
they know they don’t belong in each other’s worlds. Lilia would rather destroy property and serve time in prison 
than see her spirit destroyed and imprisoned by marriage to a clergyman, while Paul wants nothing more than to 
settle down and keep Lilia out of harm’s way. Paul and Lilia must reach their breaking points before they can 
decide whether their love is worth fighting for.        
 
After the war : Surviving PTSD and Changing Mental Health Culture by Stéphane Grenier with Adam Mont-
gomery 
After serving in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide and civil war, Lieutenant Colonel Stéphane Grenier returned 
to Canada haunted by his experiences. Facing post-traumatic stress disorder and an archaic establishment, he 
spent ten years confronting-and changing-the military mental health system from within. Coining the term 
"Operational Stress Injury" to allow the military to see mental injury in the same light as a physical wound, 
Grenier founded the Operational Stress Injury Social Support program that provides help for mentally injured 
soldiers and veterans. Since retiring from the military in 2012, his groundbreaking approach has been adopted 
by civilian society. Working with the Mental Health Commission of Canada, he founded Mental Health Inno-
vations, a social enterprise which delivers Grenier's direct "walk the talk" method to improve mental well-being 
in government and business.            
 
The Grave’s a Fine a Private Place by Alan Bradley  
In the wake of an unthinkable family tragedy, twelve-year-old Flavia de Luce is struggling to fill her empty 
days. For a needed escape, Dogger, the loyal family servant, suggests a boating trip for Flavia and her two older 
sisters. As their punt drifts past the church where a notorious vicar had recently dispatched three of his female 
parishioners by spiking their communion wine with cyanide, Flavia, an expert chemist with a passion for poi-
sons, is ecstatic. Suddenly something grazes against her fingers as she dangles them in the water. She clamps 
down on the object, imagining herself as Ernest Hemingway battling a marlin, and pulls up what she expects 
will be a giant fish. But in Flavia's grip is something far better: a human head, attached to a human body. If 
anything could take Flavia's mind off sorrow, it is solving a murder--although one that may lead the young 
sleuth to an early grave.    
 
 
 
You and Me, Me and You by Miguel Tanco  
The connection between a parent and child can yield a lifetime of learning. In Y ou and Me, Me and Y ou, that 
special bond is honored through poignant, tenderly rendered illustrated vignettes: a parent and child walk to-
gether, discuss life amid a city's bustle, play, and, perhaps most profoundly, grow, in surprising ways. Bright 
and joyful, this picture book is as much an enlightening reminder for adults as it is a story for children. 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry Miller's Run by David Almond, illustrated by  Salvatore Rubbino 
"That's reet, lad! Run! There's a wolf at your tail! Run for your lovely life!"  Liam just wants to go out running 
with his mates - it's not long till the Junior Great North Run, and there's training to be done. But Mam needs 
him today, to help old Harry clear out his house. Harry knows a thing or two about running. When he was a 
lad, he says, he ran all the way from Newcastle to South Shields. "But Harry," says Mam, "that's thirteen 
miles!" Harry grins. "Different times," he says. This is the story of that day: of sweltering heat, clattering boots, 
briny sea air and the heavenly taste of ice cream; the day when Harry and his pals ran and ran and ran through 
the blazing sunlight all the way to the sea. A joyful, uplifting story of times gone by, from the internationally 
acclaimed author. 
 

 
 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

File these under “Whimsical & Engaging” 
 
Shine Shine Shine by Lydia Netzer  
Sunny Mann has masterminded a life for herself and her family in a quiet Virginia town. Her house and her friends are picture-
perfect. Even her genius husband, Maxon, has been trained to pass for normal. But when a fender bender on an average day sends 
her coiffed blonde wig sailing out the window, her secret is exposed. Not only is she bald, Sunny is nothing like the Stepford wife 
she’s trying to be. As her facade begins to unravel, we discover the singular world of Sunny, an everywoman searching for the per-
fect life, and Maxon, an astronaut on his way to colonize the moon. Theirs is a wondrous, strange relationship formed of dark se-
crets, decades-old murders and the urgent desire for connection. As children, the bald, temperamental Sunny and the neglected sa-
vant Maxon found an unlikely friendship no one else could understand. She taught him to feel -- helped him translate his intelli-
gence for numbers into a language of emotion. He saw her spirit where others saw only a freak. As they grew into adults, their pro-
found understanding blossomed into love and marriage. But with motherhood comes a craving for normalcy that begins to strangle 
Sunny’s marriage and family. As Sunny and Maxon are on the brink of destruction, at each other’s throats with blame and fear of 
how they’ve lost their way, Maxon departs for the moon, where he’s charged with programming the robots that will build the fledg-
ling colony. Just as the car accident jars Sunny out of her wig and into an awareness of what she really needs, an accident involving 
Maxon’s rocket threatens everything they’ve built, revealing the things they’ve kept hidden. And nothing will ever be the same.     
 
Midnight Never Come by Marie Brennan  
England flourishes under the hand of its Virgin Queen: Elizabeth, Gloriana, last and most powerful of the Tudor monarchs. But a 
great light casts a great shadow. In hidden catacombs beneath London, a second Queen holds court: Invidiana, ruler of faerie Eng-
land, and a dark mirror to the glory above. In the thirty years since Elizabeth ascended her throne, fae and mortal politics have be-
come inextricably entwined, in secret alliances and ruthless betrayals whose existence is suspected only by a few. Two courtiers, 
both struggling for royal favor, are about to uncover the secrets that lie behind these two thrones. When the faerie lady Lune is sent 
to monitor and manipulate Elizabeth's spymaster, Walsingham, her path crosses that of Michael Deven, a mortal gentleman and 
agent of Walsingham's. His discovery of the "hidden player" in English politics will test Lune's loyalty and Deven's courage alike. 
Will she betray her Queen for the sake of a world that is not hers? And can he survive in the alien and Machiavellian world of the 
fae? For only together will they be able to find the source of Invidiana's power—find it, and break it…      
 
A Plague of Secrets by John Lescroart 
Dismas Hardy, Abe Glitsky, and Wyatt Hunt return in a compelling and timely legal thriller filled with blackmail, political intrigue, 
and multiple murder. The first victim is Dylan Vogler, a charming ex-convict who manages the Bay Beans West coffee shop in San 
Francisco's Haight-Ashbury district. When his body is found, inspectors discover that his knapsack is filled with high-grade mariju-
ana. It soon becomes clear that San Francisco's A-list flocked to Bay Beans West not only for their caffeine fix. But how much did 
Maya Townshend-the beautiful socialite niece of the city's mayor, and the absentee owner of the shop-know about what was going 
on inside her business? And how intimate had she really been with Dylan, her old college friend? As another of Maya's acquaintanc-
es falls victim to murder, and as the names of the dead men's celebrity, political, and even law- enforcement customers come to 
light, tabloid-fueled controversy takes the investigation into the realms of conspiracy and cover-up. Prosecutors close in on Maya, 
who has a deep secret of her own-a secret she needs to protect at all costs during her very public trial, where not only her future but 
the entire political landscape of San Francisco hangs in the balance, hostage to an explosive secret that Dismas Hardy is privilege-
bound to protect.     
 
Enemy Inside by Steve Martini  
One of the most successful lawyers in the country, Olinda Serna is a master at managing money as well as her influential clients. 
After years of fierce combat in the political trenches, Serna knows all the dirty secrets, where the bodies are buried, and how deeply 
they are stacked. When she’s killed in a roadside crash in the high desert of Southern California, powerful heads in Washington 
begin to panic, worried that their secrets may not be safe anymore. Alex Ives, a friend of Paul Madriani’s daughter, is accused of 
vehicular manslaughter in Serna’s death. Ives claims he had only one drink on the night of the accident, yet he can’t remember any-
thing between the time he left for a party north of San Diego and the moment he woke up in a hospital the next morning. He’s still 
dazed and a little bruised, but also obviously very afraid. After all, a woman is dead, and he’s sure he didn’t kill her. To save an in-
nocent young man’s life, the brilliant defense attorney must uncover everything he can about Serna and her clients—no matter how 
unsavory—a search that will lead him into a vortex of corruption, and at its center, a devious killer poised to strike again.          
 
Natchez Burning by Greg Iles 
Growing up in the rural Southern hamlet of Natchez, Mississippi, Penn Cage learned everything he knows about honor and duty 
from his father, Tom Cage. But now the beloved family doctor is accused of murdering Viola Turner, the beautiful nurse with whom 
he worked in the early 1960s. A fighter who has always stood for justice, Penn is determined to save his father. The quest for an-
swers sends Penn deep into the past—into the heart of a conspiracy of greed and murder involving the Double Eagles, a vicious 
KKK crew headed by one of the wealthiest and most powerful men in the state. Now Penn must follow a bloody trail that stretches 
back forty years, to one undeniable fact: no one—black or white, young or old, brave or not—is ever truly safe.     
 
 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Jussi Adler-Olsen - The Washington Decree 
V.S. Alexander - The Taster 
Luke Alnutt - We Own the Sky 
Kat Ashenburg - Sofie & Cecelia 
Fredrik Backman - Us Against You 
David Baldacci -  The Fallen 
M.C. Beaton - Death of an Honest Man 
Natasha Bell - Exhibit Alexandra 
Marie Benedict - Carnegie’s Maid 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Amy Bloom - White Houses 
Chris Bohjalian - The Flight Attendant 
C.J. Box - The Disappeared 
Jamey Bradbury - The Wild Inside 
Patricia Briggs - Burn Bright 
Dale Brown - Act of Revenge 
Sharon Butala - Zara’s Dead 
Stephanie Butland - The Lost for Words Bookshop  
Peter Carey - A Long Way from Home 
Laura Childs - Plum Tea Crazy 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Guillermo Del Toro - The Shape of Water 
Carola Dunn - The Corpse at the Crystal Palace 
Mary Higgins Clark - I’ve Got My Eyes on You 
Bill Clinton w/James Patterson - The President is Missing 
Catherine Coulter - The Sixth Day 
Elisabeth de Mariaffi - Hysteria 
Jeffery Deaver - The Cutting Edge 
Paul Doherty - The Mansions of Murder 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Lexie Elliott - The French Girl 
Kate Ellis - The Mechanical Devil 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Janet Evanovich - The Mark 
Charles Finch - Woman in the Water 
Julia Fine - What Should Be Wild 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Nicci French - The Day of the Dead 
Lisa Genova - Every Note Played 
Elizabeth George - The Punishment She Deserves 
Ann Granger - Rooted in Evil 
Alex Grecian - The Saint of Wolves and Butchers 
Kristin Hannah - The Great Alone 
Jane Harpen - Force of Nature 
Philip Hensher - The Friendly Ones 
Anne Hillerman - Cave of Bones 
Brandon Hobson - Where the Dead Sit Talking 
Alan Hollinghurst - The Sparsholt Affair 
Anthony Horowitz - The Word is Murder 
Conn Iggulden - The Falcon of Sparta 
Arnaldur Indridason - The Shadow Killer 
Peter James - Dead if You Don’t 
Ragnar Jonasson - Nightblind 
Alma Katsu - The Hunger 
Marian Keyes - The Break 
Ausma Zehanat Khan - A Dangerous Crossing 
Thomas King - Cold Skies 
Sophie Kinsella - Surprise Me 
William Kent Krueger - Desolation Mountain 

Donna Leon - The Temptation of Forgiveness 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Clare MacKintosh - Let Me Lie 
G.M. Malliet - In Prior’s Wood 
George R.R. Martin - Low Chicago 
Peter May - I’ll Keep you Safe 
Stuart Mclean - Christmas at the Vinyl Café   
Dervla McTiernan - The Ruin 
Tom Miller - The Philosopher’s Flight 
Christopher Moore - Noir 
Kate Mosse - The Burning Chambers 
Fuminori Nakmura - Cult X 
Jo Nesbo - Macbeth 
Michael Ondaatje - Warlight 
Anne Perry - Twenty-One Days 
Thomas Perry - The Bomb Maker 
Anna Quindlen - Alternate Side 
Tom Rachman - The Italian Teacher 
Peter Robinson - Careless Love 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Reckoning 
Graeme Simsion - Two Steps Forward 
Simone St. James - The Broken Girls 
Danielle Steel - Accidental Heroes 
Victoria Thompson - Murder on Union Square 
Charles Todd - The Gate Keeper 
Miriam Toews - Woman Talking 
Peter Tremayne - Blood Moon 
Richard Wagamese - Starlight 
Ruth Ware - The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
Abbi Waxman - Other People’s Houses 
Alison Weir - Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen 
Irvine Welsh - Dead Men’s Trousers 
Jacqueline Winspear - To Die But Once 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
The Never-Ending Present: The Story of Gord Downie and the 
Tragically Hip by Michael Barclay 
Keetsahnak: Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters edit-
ed by Kim Anderson et al 
Disappointment River: Finding and Losing the Northwest Pas-
sage by Brian Castner 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid 
Delaney 
The Wisdom of Wolves: Lessons From the Sawtooth Pack by 
Jim Dutcher 
Too Afraid To Cry: Memoir of a Stolen Childhood by Ali Cob-
by Eckermann 
The Man Who Caught the Storm: The Life of Legendary Torna-
do Chaser Tim Samaras by Brantley Hargrove 
Making the Monster: The Science Behind Mary Shelley's Frank-
enstein by Kathryn Harkup 
At My Table by Nigella Lawson 
Along the Western Front: Photographs by Leah Hennel 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
Because We Are Bad: OCD and a Girl Lost in Thought by Lily 
Bailey 
The Beginning of Everything: The Year I Lost My Mind and 
Found Myself by Andrea Buchanan 
The Science of Superheroes: The Secrets Behind Speed, 
Strength, Flight, Evolution, and More by Mark Brake 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline  
In a futuristic world ravaged by global warming, people have lost the ability to dream, and the dreamlessness has led to widespread 
madness. The only people still able to dream are North America's Indigenous people, and it is their marrow that holds the cure for 
the rest of the world. But getting the marrow, and dreams, means death for the unwilling donors. Driven to flight, a fifteen-year-old 
and his companions struggle for survival, attempt to reunite with loved ones and take refuge from the "recruiters" who seek them 
out to bring them to the marrow-stealing "factories."          

 
Carol 
The Prague Sonata by Bradford Morrow 
In the early days of the new millennium, pages of a worn and weathered original sonata manuscript—the gift of a Czech immigrant 
living out her final days in Queens—come into the hands of Meta Taverner, a young musicologist whose concert piano career was 
cut short by an injury. To Meta’s eye, it appears to be an authentic eighteenth-century work; to her discerning ear, the music ren-
dered there is commanding, hauntingly beautiful, clearly the undiscovered composition of a master. But there is no indication of 
who the composer might be. The gift comes with the request that Meta attempt to find the manuscript’s true owner—a Prague 
friend the old woman has not heard from since the Second World War forced them apart—and to make the three-part sonata whole 
again. Leaving New York behind for the land of Dvorák and Kafka, Meta sets out on an unforgettable search to locate the remain-
ing movements of the sonata and uncover a story that has influenced the course of many lives, even as it becomes clear that she 
isn’t the only one after the music’s secrets. Magisterially evoking decades of Prague’s tragic and triumphant history, from the First 
World War through the soaring days of the Velvet Revolution, and moving from postwar London to the heartland of immigrant 
America, The Prague Sonata is both epic and intimate, evoking the ways in which individual notes of love and sacrifice become 
part of the celebratory symphony of life.   
          

Connie 
A Match for Marcus Cynster by Stephanie Laurens   
Marcus Cynster is waiting for Fate to come calling. He knows his destiny lies near his home in Scotland, but what will it be? Who 
is his fated bride? One fact seems certain: His future won’t lie with Niniver Carrick, a young lady who attracts him mightily and 
whom he feels compelled to protect—even from himself. Fate, he’s sure, will never be so kind as to decree that Niniver should be 
his. Delicate and ethereal, Niniver has vowed to return her clan to prosperity. Having accepted that she can never marry and risk a 
controlling husband, she needs help fending off unwelcome suitors. Powerful and dangerous, Marcus is perfect for the task. Sup-
pressing her wariness over tangling with a gentleman who so excites her passions, she appeals to him for aid. Marcus quickly dis-
covers his fated role is to stand by Niniver’s side and, ultimately, claim her hand. Yet in order to convince her to be his bride, they 
must plunge headlong into a journey full of challenges, unforeseen dangers, passion, and yearning, until Niniver grasps the essen-
tial truth—that she is indeed a match for Marcus Cynster.  
 

Emma Joy 
Dreamers Often Lie by Shaun Jacqueline West 
Jaye wakes up from a skiing accident with a fractured skull, a blinding headache, and her grip on reality sliding into delusion. De-
termined to get back to her starring role in the school production of A Midsummer Night's Dream, Jaye lies to her sister, her mom, 
her doctors. She's fine, she says. She's fine. If anyone knew the truth - that hallucinations of Shakespeare and his characters have 
followed her from her hospital bed to the high school halls - it would all be over. She’s almost managing to pull off the act when 
Romeo shows up in her anatomy class. And it turns out that he's 100% real. Suddenly Jaye has to choose between lying to every-
one else and lying to herself. Troubled by the magnetic new kid, a long-lost friend turned recent love interest, and the darkest parts 
of her family's past, Jaye’s life tangles with Shakespeare's most famous plays until she can't tell where truth ends and pretending 
begins. Soon, secret meetings and dizzying first kisses give way to more dangerous things. How much is real, how much is in 
Jaye's head, and how much does it matter as she flies toward a fate over which she seems to have no control?        
 

Julie 
Redwall by Brian Jacques  
Redwall Abbey, tranquil home to a community of peace-loving mice, is threatened by Cluny the Scourge savage bilge rat warlord 
and his battle-hardened horde. But the Redwall mice and their loyal woodland friends combine their courage and strength.     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Kirstin 
The Baker's Secret by Stephen P. Kiernan 
On June 5, 1944, as dawn rises over a small town on France’s Normandy coast, Emmanuelle is baking the bread that has sustained her fellow 
villagers in the dark days since the Germans invaded her country. Only twenty-two, Emma learned to bake at the side of a master, Ezra Ku-
chen. Apprenticed to Ezra at thirteen, Emma watched with shame and anger as her mentor was forced to wear the six-pointed yellow star on 
his clothing. She was powerless to help when Ezra was pulled from his shop at gunpoint, the first of many villagers stolen away and never 
seen again. In the years that her sleepy coastal village has suffered under the enemy, Emma has silently, stealthily fought back. Each day, she 
receives an extra ration of flour to bake a dozen baguettes for the occupying troops. And each day, she mixes that precious flour with ground 
straw to create enough dough for two extra loaves—contraband bread she shares with the hungry villagers. Under the watchful eyes of armed 
soldiers, she builds a clandestine network of barter and trade that she and the villagers use to thwart their occupiers. But her gift to the village 
is more than these few crusty loaves. Emma gives the people a taste of hope—the faith that one day the Allies will arrive to save them. Ste-
phen P. Kiernan paints a brilliant and vivid tableau of humanity during one of the most harrowing points of modern history.  

 

Mary 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she at-
tends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the 
hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a 
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr 
and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 
But what Starr does or does not say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.   
 

Melvyn 
The Outrun by Amy Liptrot  
When Amy Liptrot returns to Orkney after more than a decade away, she is drawn back to the Outrun on the sheep farm where she grew up. 
Approaching the land that was once home, memories of her childhood merge with the recent events that have set her on this journey. Amy 
was shaped by the cycle of the seasons, birth and death on the farm, and her father's mental illness, which were as much a part of her child-
hood as the wild, carefree existence on Orkney. But as she grew up, she longed to leave this remote life. She moved to London and found her-
self in a hedonistic cycle. Unable to control her drinking, alcohol gradually took over. Now thirty, she finds herself washed up back home on 
Orkney, standing unstable at the cliff edge, trying to come to terms with what happened to her in London. Spending early mornings swimming 
in the bracingly cold sea, the days tracking Orkney's wildlife - puffins nesting on sea stacks, arctic terns swooping close enough to feel their 
wings - and nights searching the sky for the Merry Dancers, Amy slowly makes the journey towards recovery from addiction. The Outrun is a 
beautiful book about living on the edge, about the pull between island and city, and about the ability of the sea, the land, the wind and the 
moon to restore life.     
 

Miranda 
I Am, I Am, I Am is Maggie O'Farrell 
I Am, I Am, I Am is Maggie O'Farrell's astonishing memoir of the near-death experiences that have punctuated and defined her life. The child-
hood illness that left her bedridden for a year, which she was not expected to survive. A teenage yearning to escape that nearly ended in disas-
ter. An encounter with a disturbed man on a remote path. And, most terrifying of all, an ongoing, daily struggle to protect her daughter--for 
whom this book was written--from a condition that leaves her unimaginably vulnerable to life's myriad dangers. Seventeen discrete encounters 
with Maggie at different ages, in different locations, reveal a whole life in a series of tense, visceral snapshots. In taut prose that vibrates with 
electricity and restrained emotion, O'Farrell captures the perils running just beneath the surface, and illuminates the preciousness, beauty, and 
mysteries of life itself.     
 

Sharon 
The Grave’s a Fine a Private Place by Alan Bradley  
In the wake of an unthinkable family tragedy, twelve-year-old Flavia de Luce is struggling to fill her empty days. For a needed es-
cape, Dogger, the loyal family servant, suggests a boating trip for Flavia and her two older sisters. As their punt drifts past the 
church where a notorious vicar had recently dispatched three of his female parishioners by spiking their communion wine with cya-
nide, Flavia, an expert chemist with a passion for poisons, is ecstatic. Suddenly something grazes against her fingers as she dangles 
them in the water. She clamps down on the object, imagining herself as Ernest Hemingway battling a marlin, and pulls up what she 
expects will be a giant fish. But in Flavia's grip is something far better: a human head, attached to a human body. If anything could 
take Flavia's mind off sorrow, it is solving a murder--although one that may lead the young sleuth to an early grave.           
      

Victoria 
The Hating Game by Sally Thorne 
Lucy Hutton and Joshua Templeman hate each other. Not dislike. Not begrudgingly tolerate. Hate. And they have no problem displaying their 
feelings through a series of ritualistic passive aggressive maneuvers as they sit across from each other, executive assistants to co-CEOs of a 
publishing company. Lucy can’t understand Joshua’s joyless, uptight, meticulous approach to his job. Joshua is clearly baffled by Lucy’s 
overly bright clothes, quirkiness, and Pollyanna attitude. Now up for the same promotion, their battle of wills has come to a head and Lucy 
refuses to back down when their latest game could cost her her dream job…But the tension between Lucy and Joshua has also reached its boil-
ing point, and Lucy is discovering that maybe she doesn’t hate Joshua. And maybe, he doesn’t hate her either. Or maybe this is just another 
game.     



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

Breathe, directed by, Andy Serkis, brings to life the inspiring true love story between Robin and Diana Cavendish 
(Andrew Garfield, Claire Foy), an adventurous couple who refuse to give up in the face of a devastating disease. 
When Robin is struck down by polio at the age of 28, he is confined to a hospital bed and given only a few months to 
live. With the help of Diana's twin brothers and the groundbreaking ideas of inventor Teddy Hall, Robin and Diana 
dare to escape the hospital ward to seek out a full and passionate life together - raising their young son, traveling and 
devoting their lives to helping other polio patients. 
 
 
 
 
Battle of the Sexes, directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris. In the wake of the sexual revolution and the rise 
of the women's movement, the 1973 tennis match between women's World #1 Billie Jean King (Emma Stone) and 
ex-men's-champ and serial hustler Bobby Riggs (Steve Carell) was billed as the Battle of the Sexes and became one 
of the most watched televised sports events of all time, reaching 90 million viewers around the world. As the rivalry 
between King and Riggs kicked into high gear, off-court each was fighting more personal and complex battles. The 
fiercely private King was not only championing for equality, but also struggling to come to terms with her own sex-
uality, as her friendship with Marilyn Barnett developed. And Riggs, one of the first self-made media-age celebri-
ties, wrestled with his gambling demons, at the expense of his family and wife Priscilla. Together, Billie and Bobby 
served up a cultural spectacle that resonated far beyond the tennis court, sparking discussions in bedrooms and 
boardrooms that continue to reverberate today.    
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, directed by George C. Wolfe, is an adaptation of Rebecca Skloot's critically 
acclaimed, bestselling nonfiction book of the same name. Told through the eyes of Henrietta Lacks' daughter, Debo-
rah Lacks, the film chronicles her search, along with journalist Rebecca Skloot (Byrne), to learn about the mother 
she never knew and understand how the unauthorized harvesting of Lacks' cancerous cells in 1951 led to unprece-
dented medical breakthroughs, changing countless lives and the face of medicine forever.     
 
 
 
 
 
Victoria & Abdul, directed by  Stephen Frears. The extraordinary true story of an unexpected friendship in the later 
years of Queen Victoria's (Judi Dench) remarkable rule. When Abdul Karim (Ali Fazal), a young clerk, travels from 
India to participate in the Queen's Golden Jubilee, he is surprised to find favor with the Queen herself. As the Queen 
questions the constrictions of her long-held position, the two forge an unlikely and devoted alliance with a loyalty to 
one another that her household and inner circle all attempt to destroy. As the friendship deepens, the Queen begins to 
see a changing world through new eyes and joyfully reclaims her humanity.  
 
 
 
 
Goodbye Christopher Robin, directed by Simon Vaughan and Frank Cottrell Boyce, gives a rare glimpse into the 
relationship between beloved children's author A. A. Milne and his son Christopher Robin, whose toys inspired the 
magical world of Winnie the Pooh. Along with his mother Daphne, and his nanny Olive (Kelly Macdonald), Christo-
pher Robin and his family are swept up in the international success of the books; the enchanting tales bringing hope 
and comfort to England after the First World War. But with the eyes of the world on Christopher Robin, what will 
the cost be to the family?   
 
 
 
 

 

March Spotlight 

COMING SOON: TRUE STORIES  

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he kingdom was quiet 
after the excitement of 
the Olympic Winter 
Games.  This event 

was held every two years with 
knights and ladies of the king-
doms of the world coming to-
gether to  prove their might in 
sports.  The subjects from eve-
ry kingdom supported and 
cheered for their teams for the 
two weeks of competition.  The 
library ladies had watched the 
event with interest. 
 
Lady Christina's favourite 
Olympic sport was the ice 
dancing event marvelling at the 
grace and beauty of their skating.  Fact:  Ice dancing 
was developed in the 1930s by British skaters who 
called it rhythmic skating. 
 
Lady Connie favoured the halfpipe skiing event which 
she said was quite frightening but at the same time 
exciting to watch.  Fact:  Half-pipe skiing was intro-
duced to the Olympics in 2014 and the record for the 
highest elevation on a trick is 8 metres. 
 
Lady Sharon is a fan of curling.  She keeps track of 
curling in the regular season.  The Olympics just 
makes it more exciting.  Fact:  Curling was introduced 
as an Olympic sport in 1924 but was only a demon-
stration sport until 1998. 
 
Lady Mary loved the bob sleigh event since she had 
once experienced a ride herself.  Fact:  Bob sleigh has 
been an Olympic sport since 1924 for the men but 
women were not allowed to race until 2002. 
 
Lady Miranda didn't get a chance to watch much of 
the competition but enjoyed the slope style snow-
boarding.  She is a snowboarder herself but not quite 
ready for this level of competition.  Fact:  This sport's 
debut was at the 2014 Olympics and is already one of 
the most popular sports. 
 
Wizard Melvyn is a big fan of Team Alpine Event. 
Fact:  This is another debut of this sport.  2 women 
and 2 men from each country race in 4 heats and who-
ever wins the most heats moves on.  Very exciting to 
watch. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Victoria also picked the 
ice dancing as her favourite 
sport to watch.  Fact:  Ice danc-
ing became an Olympic sport in 
1976 and is considered the most 
popular skating event. 
 
Lady Kirstin has great respect 
for the long track speed skating 
having tried the sport her-
self.  Fact:  This sport has been 
a favourite since 1924 with 
Norway being the team to beat. 
 
Lady Amy is a fan of slope 
style snowboarding as 
well.  This fits with her love of 
motorcycles since both sports 

let you feel the wind in your face.  Fact :  The crazy 
tricks of this sport originate in the sport of skateboard-
ing. 
 
Lady Julie is a huge fan of  women's hockey.  These 
games are very exciting and the players really 
skilled.  Fact:  Although men's hockey has been 
around since 1924, women were not allowed the play 
in the Olympics until 1998. 
 
Lady Emma Joy is, of course, enthralled with ice 
dance since she, herself, is a talented skater.  Fact:  Ice 
skaters skates are about one inch shorter in the rear 
than other skaters and have a smaller pick to allow for 
better edge-work. 
 
Lady Carol enjoys all the skating but favours the long 
program in the men and women's figure skat-
ing.  Fact:  The long program is a lengthy 4 and a half 
minutes long requiring great stamina and is filled with 
complicated jumps and spins. 
 
The end of the competition leaves the subjects with 
the need to come to the Royal Library and find new 
spring projects for the coming months. 
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 
 

Lady Miss Mary 
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The Library Ladies 


