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The Library will be CLOSED Monday, July 1. 
 
Annual Friends of the Library Book Sale: Saturday, July 27, 10am-5pm in the library. Hundreds 

of items! Something for everyone! $1/item or $5/bag. Donations for the sale gratefully accepted at 

the library. The Library will be collecting donations for Red Deer’s Street Ties Youth Outreach Pro-

gram at our book sale. Street Ties is a drop-in centre where youth ages 13-21 can get what they need 

to minimize the risks they face on the street. No matter the choices they make, they are welcome 

every day or whenever they wish to visit. The program is in particular need of the following items:  

Non-perishable food items, especially snacks and cereal; new, clean, empty bottles for water; hy-

giene items including toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorants, menstrual products, hair brushes; new 

socks and underwear. Thank you for your support! 

Summer Craft Nights: Get creative and enjoy a social outing at your  library. Make a new and 
exciting craft each session. Pick and choose your session, or register for all 4. Summer Craft Nights 
happen Wednesday evenings, 6:30-7:45pm, in the library. Upcoming sessions: 
July17:Alcohol Ink Project **This session is FULL 
July 31: Stenciled Tote Bag & Journal 
August 14: Pressed Flower/Leaf Art 
August 28: Paint Night 
Fee: $5 per session. Please preregister by email (miranda.cl@prl.ab.ca), phone (403.782.3433) or in 
person at the library. This is an adult program. Intermediate craft skills are required.  
 
Book Club: For  our  August 6 meeting we are reading Dear M rs. Bird by A.J . Pearce. “A 

charming, irresistible debut novel set in London during World War II about an adventurous young 

woman who becomes a secret advice columnist—a warm, funny, and enormously moving story for 

fans of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society and Lilac Girls.” 

Four Eyes Film Series: Four  Eyes will return in September . In the meantime, we encourage 

your to check out our independent and world films collection. 

Armchair Travel & Local History: both ser ies will return in September .  

Adult Craft Programs: Check out our website for information about our regular and special craft 

programming for adults. Card making, jewellery nights, colouring club, knitting and more! 

Children’s Programs: Our  Summer  Reading Program runs July 2 through August 16. See the 

back page of the newsletter, or our website, for more information. 
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New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane 
A profoundly moving novel about two neighboring families in a suburban town, the friendship between their 
children, a tragedy that reverberates over four decades, and the power of forgiveness. Francis Gleeson and Brian 
Stanhope are two NYPD rookies assigned to the same Bronx precinct in 1973. They aren’t close friends on the 
job, but end up living next door to each other outside the city. What goes on behind closed doors in both hous-
es—the loneliness of Francis’s wife, Lena, and the instability of Brian’s wife, Anne, sets the stage for the stun-
ning events to come. Ask Again, Y es reveals how the events of childhood look different when reexamined from 
the distance of adulthood—villains lose their menace, and those who appeared innocent seem less so.  
 
 
 

 
Rabbits for Food by Binnie Kirshenbaum  
It’s New Year’s Eve, the holiday of forced gaiety, mandatory fun, and paper hats. While dining out with her hus-
band and their friends, Kirshenbaum's protagonist—an acerbic, mordantly witty, and clinically depressed writ-
er—fully unravels. Her breakdown lands her in the psych ward of a prestigious New York hospital where she 
refuses all modes of recommended treatment. Instead, she passes the time chronicling the lives of her fellow 
“lunatics” and writing a novel about how she got to this place. Her story is a hilarious and harrowing deep dive 
into the disordered mind of a woman who sees the world all too clearly. Propelled by stand-up comic timing and 
rife with pinpoint insights, her examination of what it means to be unloved, and loved; to succeed, and fail; to be, 
at once, both impervious and raw ultimately reveals how art can lead us out of—or into—the depths of disconso-
late loneliness and piercing grief.             
 
The Mobster's Lament by Ray Celestin  
Fall, 1947. New York City. Private Investigator Ida Davis has been called to New York by her old partner, Mi-
chael Talbot, to investigate a brutal killing spree in a Harlem flophouse that has left four people dead. But as they 
delve deeper into the case, Ida and Michael realize the murders are part of a larger conspiracy that stretches fur-
ther than they ever could have imagined. Meanwhile, Ida’s childhood friend, Louis Armstrong, is at his lowest 
ebb. His big band is bankrupt, he’s playing to empty venues, and he’s in danger of becoming a has-been, until a 
promoter approaches him with a strange offer to reignite his career . . .. And across the city, nightclub manager 
and mob fixer Gabriel Leveson’s plans to flee New York are upset when he’s called in for a meeting with the 
‘boss of all bosses’, Frank Costello. Tasked with tracking down stolen mob money, Gabriel must embark on a 
journey through New York’s seedy underbelly, forcing him to confront demons from his own past, all while the 
clock is ticking on his evermore precarious escape plans. Both a gripping neo-noir crime novel and a vivid, pano-

ramic portrait of New York – from its tenements to its luxury hotels, from its bebop clubs to the bustling wharves of the Brooklyn 
waterfront – all set as the mob is rising to the height of its powers.           

 
The Spies of Shilling Lane by Jennifer Ryan 
Mrs. Braithwaite, self-appointed queen of her English village, finds herself dethroned, despised, and dismissed 
following her husband’s selfish divorce petition. Never deterred, the threat of a family secret being revealed sets 
her hot-foot to London to find the only person she has left—her clever daughter Betty, who took work there at the 
first rumbles of war. But when she arrives, Betty’s landlord, the timid Mr. Norris, informs her that Betty hasn’t 
been home in days--with the chaos of the bombs, there’s no telling what might have befallen her. Aghast, Mrs. 
Braithwaite sets her bullish determination to the task of finding her only daughter. Storming into the London 
Blitz, Mrs. Braithwaite drags the reluctant Mr. Norris along as an unwitting sidekick as they piece together Bet-
ty’s unexpectedly chaotic life. As she is thrown into the midst of danger and death, Mrs. Braithwaite is forced to 
rethink her old-fashioned notions of status, class, and reputation, and to reconsider the question that’s been puz-
zling her since her world overturned: How do you measure the success of your life? From the bestselling author 

of The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir. 
 
The Witch's Kind by Louisa Morgan  
Barrie Anne Blythe and her aunt Charlotte have always known that the other residents of their small coastal 
community find them peculiar -- two women living alone on the outskirts of town. It is the price of concealing 
their strange and dangerous family secret. 
But two events threaten to upend their lives forever. The first is the arrival of a mysterious abandoned baby with 
a hint of power like their own. The second is the sudden reappearance of Barrie Anne's long-lost husband -- who 
is not quite the man she thought she married. Together, Barrie Anne and Charlotte must decide how far they are 
willing to go to protect themselves -- and the child they think of as their own -- from suspicious neighbors, the 
government, and even their own family...    



Adult Fiction 
 
Kate Atkinson - Big Sky 
Margaret Atwood - The Testaments 
C.J. Box - Bitterroots 
Kira Jane Buxton - Hollow Kingdom 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
Katherine Center - Things You Save in a Fire 
Clare Clark - In the Full Light of the Sun 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
Ben Coes - The Russian 
Katherine Collette - The Helpline 
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kate Davies - In at the Deep End 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Melissa de la Cruz - The Birthday Girl 
Nicole Dennis-Benn - Patsy 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Meg Donohue - You, Me and the Sea 
M.T. Edvardsson - A Nearly Normal Family 
Janet Fitch - Chimes of a Lost Cathedral 
Diane Freeman - A Lady’s Guide to Gossip and Murder 
John Galligan - Bad Axe County 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Elizabeth Gilbert - City of Girls 
Philippa Gregory - Tidelands 
Martha Grimes - The Old Success 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
Mark Haddon - The Porpoise 
Kristin Harmel - The Winemaker’s Wife 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  
Karen Harper - Dark Storm 
Joanne Harris - The Strawberry Thief 
Joanne M. Harris -The Blue Salt Road 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Ruth Hogan - Queenie Malone’s Paradise Hotel 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Peter James - Dead at First Sight 
Julie Kibler - Home for Erring and Outcast Girls 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Sarah Jio - All the Flowers in Paris 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Vaseem Khan - Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Karen Kelly - Bethlehem 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Marc Levy - The Last of the Stanfields 
Roselle Lim - Natalie Fan’s Book of Luck and Fortune 
Sara Lovestam - The Truth Behind the Lie 
Peter Lovesey - Killing With Confetti 
Jeanne Mackin - The Last Collection: A Novel of Elsa Schia-
parelli and Coco Chanel 
Clare MacKintosh - After the End 

Nathan Makaryk - Nottingham 
Bianca Marais - If You Want to Make God Laugh 
Ian McEwan - Machines Like Us 
Adrian McKinty - The Chain 
Jo Nesbo - Knife 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Graham Norton - A Keeper 
Ann O’Brien  - A Tapestry of Treason  
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
E.R. Ramzipoor - The Ventriloquists 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Heather Redmond - Grave Expectations 
Peter Robinson - Many Rivers to Cross 
Maurice Carlos Ruffin - We Cast a Shadow 
Chris Ryan - Red Strike 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Absolution 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Ali Smith - Spring 
Danielle Steel - Lost and Found 
Olga Tokarczuk - Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the 
Dead 
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Eugene Vodolazkin - Solovyov and Larionov 
Ruth Ware - The Turn of the Key 
Colson Whitehead - The Nickel Boys 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



On the same page 
Discover new books & authors 

The Clockmaker's Daughter by Kate Morton  
 
In the summer of 1862, a group of young artists led by the passionate and talented Edward Radcliffe descends up-
on Birchwood Manor on the banks of the Upper Thames. Their plan: to spend a secluded summer month in a haze 
of inspiration and creativity. But by the time their stay is over, one woman has been shot dead while another has 
disappeared; a priceless heirloom is missing; and Edward Radcliffe’s life is in ruins. Over one hundred and fifty 
years later, Elodie Winslow, a young archivist in London, uncovers a leather satchel containing two seemingly 
unrelated items: a sepia photograph of an arresting-looking woman in Victorian clothing, and an artist’s sketch-
book containing the drawing of a twin-gabled house on the bend of a river. Why does Birchwood Manor feel so 
familiar to Elodie? And who is the beautiful woman in the photograph? Will she ever give up her secrets? . 
 
 
 

If you enjoyed The Clockmaker's Daughter, you might enjoy: 
 

The Art of Mending by Elizabeth Berg  
Laura Bartone anticipates her annual family reunion in Minnesota with a mixture of excitement and wariness. Yet this year’s gather-
ing will prove to be much more trying than either she or her siblings imagined. As soon as she arrives, Laura realizes that something 
is not right with her sister. Forever wrapped up in events of long ago, Caroline is the family’s restless black sheep. When Caroline 
confronts Laura and their brother, Steve, with devastating allegations about their mother, the three have a difficult time reconciling 
their varying experiences in the same house. But a sudden misfortune will lead them all to face the past, their own culpability, and 
their common need for love and forgiveness. In The Art of Mending, Berg’s most profound and emotionally satisfying novel to date, 
she confronts some of the deepest mysteries of life, as she explores how even the largest sins can be forgiven by the smallest ges-
tures, and how grace can come to many through the trials of one.       
 

The Amateur Marriage by Anne Tyler  
They seemed like the perfect couple—young, good-looking, made for each other. The moment Pauline, a stranger to the Polish East-
ern Avenue neighborhood of Baltimore (though she lived only twenty minutes away), walked into his mother’s grocery store, Mi-
chael was smitten. And in the heat of World War II fervor, they are propelled into a hasty wedding. But they never should have mar-
ried. Pauline, impulsive, impractical, tumbles hit-or-miss through life; Michael, plodding, cautious, judgmental, proceeds deliberate-
ly. While other young marrieds, equally ignorant at the start, seemed to grow more seasoned, Pauline and Michael remain amateurs. 
In time their foolish quarrels take their toll. Even when they find themselves, almost thirty years later, loving, instant parents to a 
little grandson named Pagan, whom they rescue from Haight-Ashbury, they still cannot bridge their deep-rooted differences. Flighty 
Pauline clings to the notion that the rifts can always be patched. To the unyielding Michael, they become unbearable. From the sound 
of the cash register in the old grocery to the counterculture jargon of the sixties, from the miniskirts to the multilayered apparel of 
later years, Anne Tyler captures the evocative nuances of everyday life during these decades with such telling precision that every 
page brings smiles of recognition. Throughout, as each of the competing voices bears witness, we are drawn ever more fully into the 
complex entanglements of family life in this wise, embracing, and deeply perceptive novel. .    
 

Blessings by Anna Quindlen 
Late one night, a teenage couple drives up to the big white clapboard home on the Blessing estate and leaves a box. In that instant, 
the lives of those who live and work there are changed forever. Skip Cuddy, the caretaker, finds a baby girl asleep in that box and 
decides he wants to keep the child . . . while Lydia Blessing, the matriarch of the estate, for her own reasons, agrees to help him. 
Blessings explores how the secrets of the past affect decisions and lives in the present; what makes a person or a life legitimate or 
illegitimate and who decides; and the unique resources people find in themselves and in a community. This is a powerful novel of 
love, redemption, and personal change.  
 

Love & Treasure by Ayelet Waldman 
In 1945 on the outskirts of Salzburg, victorious American soldiers capture a train filled with unspeakable riches: piles of fine gold 
watches; mountains of fur coats; crates filled with wedding rings, silver picture frames, family heirlooms, and Shabbat candlesticks 
passed down through generations. Jack Wiseman, a tough, smart New York Jew, is the lieutenant charged with guarding this treas-
ure—a responsibility that grows more complicated when he meets Ilona, a fierce, beautiful Hungarian who has lost everything in the 
ravages of the Holocaust. Seventy years later, amid the shadowy world of art dealers who profit off the sins of previous generations, 
Jack gives a necklace to his granddaughter, Natalie Stein, and charges her with searching for an unknown woman—a woman whose 
portrait and fate come to haunt Natalie, a woman whose secret may help Natalie to understand the guilt her grandfather will take to 
his grave and to find a way out of the mess she has made of her own life. A story of brilliantly drawn characters—a suave and shady 
art historian, a delusive and infatuated Freudian, a family of singing circus dwarfs fallen into the clutches of Josef Mengele, and des-
perate lovers facing choices that will tear them apart—Love and Treasure is Ayelet Waldman’s finest novel to date: a sad, funny, 
richly detailed work that poses hard questions about the value of precious things in a time when life itself has no value, and about the 
slenderest of chains that can bind us to the griefs and passions of the past.  
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Becoming by Michelle Obama  
n her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling 
the experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the 
demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she 
describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it—in her own words 
and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance 
who has steadily defied expectations—and whose story inspires us to do the same.    
 

Carol 
The Rainbow Comes and Goes: A Mother and Son On Life, Love, and Loss by Anderson Cooper & Gloria Vanderbilt 
Though Anderson Cooper has always considered himself close to his mother, his intensely busy career as a journalist for CNN and 
CBS affords him little time to spend with her. After she suffers a brief but serious illness at the age of ninety-one, they resolve to 
change their relationship by beginning a year-long conversation unlike any they had ever had before. The result is a correspondence 
of surprising honesty and depth in which they discuss their lives, the things that matter to them, and what they still want to learn 
about each other. Both a son’s love letter to his mother and an unconventional mom’s life lessons for her grown son, The Rainbow 
Comes and Goes offers a rare window into their close relationship and fascinating life stories, including their tragedies and tri-
umphs. In these often humorous and moving exchanges, they share their most private thoughts and the hard-earned truths they’ve 
learned along the way. In their words their distinctive personalities shine through—Anderson’s journalistic outlook on the world is 
a sharp contrast to his mother’s idealism and unwavering optimism.    
   

Emma Joy 
The Reckoning by Kelley Armstrong 
Chloe Saunders is fifteen and would love to be normal. Unfortunately, Chloe happens to be a genetically engineered necromancer 
who can raise the dead without even trying. She and her equally gifted (or should that be 'cursed'?) friends are now running for their 
lives from the evil corporation that created them. As if that's not enough, Chloe is struggling with her feelings for Simon, a sweet-
tempered sorcerer, and his brother Derek, a not so sweet-tempered werewolf. And she has a horrible feeling she's leaning towards 
the werewolf… Definitely not normal.     
 

Julie 
In a Dark, Dark Wood by Ruth Ware 
In a dark, dark wood 
Nora hasn't seen Clare for ten years. Not since Nora walked out of school one day and never went back.  
There was a dark, dark house 
Until, out of the blue, an invitation to Clare’s hen do arrives. Is this a chance for Nora to finally put her past behind her? 
And in the dark, dark house there was a dark, dark room 
But something goes wrong. Very wrong. 
And in the dark, dark room....  
Some things can’t stay secret for ever.            
 

Kirstin 
Bookworm: A Memoir of Childhood Reading by Lucy Mangan  
When Lucy Mangan was little, stories were everything. They opened up new worlds and cast light on all the complexities she en-
countered in this one. She was whisked away to Narnia – and Kirrin Island – and Wonderland. She ventured down rabbit holes and 
womble burrows into midnight gardens and chocolate factories. She wandered the countryside with Milly-Molly-Mandy, and 
played by the tracks with the Railway Children. With Charlotte’s Web she discovered Death and with Judy Blume it was Boys. No 
wonder she only left the house for her weekly trip to the library or to spend her pocket money on amassing her own at home. In 
Bookworm, Lucy revisits her childhood reading with wit, love and gratitude. She relives our best-beloved books, their extraordinary 
creators, and looks at the thousand subtle ways they shape our lives. She also disinters a few forgotten treasures to inspire the next 
generation of bookworms and set them on their way. 
 



Mary 
The Book of Polly by Kathy Hepinstall 
Willow Havens is ten years old and obsessed with the fear that her mother will die. Her mother, Polly, is a cantankerous, take-no-
prisoners Southern woman who lives to shoot varmints, drink margaritas, and antagonize the neighbors and she sticks out like a sore 
thumb among the young modern mothers of their small conventional Texas town. She was in her late fifties when Willow was born, 
so Willow knows she's here by accident, a late-life afterthought. Willow's father died before she was born, her much older brother and 
sister are long grown and gone and failing elsewhere. It's just her and bigger-than-life Polly. Willow is desperately hungry for clues to 
the family life that preceded her, and especially Polly's life pre-Willow. Why did she leave her hometown of Bethel, Louisiana, fifty 
years ago and vow never to return? Who is Garland Jones, her long-ago suitor who possibly killed a man? And will Polly be able to 
outrun the Bear, the illness that finally puts her on a collision course with her past?   

 
Melvyn 
The Pine Island Paradox by Kathleen Dean Moore  
A gifted storyteller with a sly sense of humor, Moore explores three separations brought to us by Enlightenment philosophers: the 
separation of human from nature, of things near and far away, and of the sacred from the mundane. Challenging each, such as Des-
cartes' idea that humans have a discrete consciousness and can alter creation while remaining unaltered themselves, she reveals why 
such divisions don't tally with the values expressed daily in the way people live. Moore disguises her philosophical explorations in 
stories: about vacationing on a tiny island in Alaska, visiting her father in the hospital, watching grouse perform their mating dance in 
the desert. Throughout, she shows that, when properly observed, the world is full of opportunities to find hidden connections.   
 

Miranda 
The River by Peter Heller  
Wynn and Jack have been best friends since freshman orientation, bonded by their shared love of mountains, books, and fishing. 
When they decide to canoe the Maskwa River in Northern Canada, they anticipate long days of leisurely paddles and picking blueber-
ries, and nights of stargazing and paperback western novels. But a wildfire making its way across the forest adds unexpected urgency 
to the journey. When they hear a man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank and decide to warn them about the fire, their 
search for the pair turns up nothing and no one. But: the next day a man appears on the river, paddling alone. Is this the man they 
heard? And if he is, where is the woman? From this charged beginning, master storyteller Peter Heller, unspools a head-long, heart-
pounding story of desperate wilderness survival.     

 
Morgan 
If Only They Could Talk by James Herriot  
When the newly qualified vet, James Herriot, arrives in the small Yorkshire village of Darrowby, he has no idea of the new friends he 
will meet or adventures that lie ahead. From the author whose books inspired the BBC series "All Creatures Great and Small", this 
first volume of unforgettable memoirs chronicles James Herriot's first years as a country vet, with the signature storytelling magic that 
has made him a favourite the world over. Here is a book for all those who find laughter and joy in animals, and who know and under-
stand the magic of wild places and beautiful countryside.        
 

Sharon 
The Stone Circle by Elly Griffiths  
DCI Nelson has been receiving threatening letters telling him to 'go to the stone circle and rescue the innocent who is buried there'. He 
is shaken, not only because children are very much on his mind, with Michelle's baby due to be born, but because although the letters 
are anonymous, they are somehow familiar. They read like the letters that first drew him into the case of The Crossing Places, and to 
Ruth. But the author of those letters is dead. Or are they? 
Meanwhile Ruth is working on a dig in the Saltmarsh - another henge, known by the archaeologists as the stone circle - trying not to 
think about the baby. Then bones are found on the site, and identified as those of Margaret Lacey, a twelve-year-old girl who disap-
peared thirty years ago...       
 

Victoria 
The Unhoneymooners by Christina Lauren  
Olive is always unlucky: in her career, in love, in…well, everything. Her identical twin sister Ami, on the other hand, is probably the 
luckiest person in the world. She’s managed to finance her entire wedding by winning a series of Internet contests. Worst of all, she’s 
forcing Olive to spend the day with her sworn enemy, Ethan, who just happens to be the best man. Olive braces herself to get through 
24 hours of wedding hell before she can return to her comfortable, unlucky life. But when the entire wedding party gets food poison-
ing from eating bad shellfish, the only people who aren’t affected are Olive and Ethan. And now there’s an all-expenses-paid honey-
moon in Hawaii up for grabs. Putting their mutual hatred aside for the sake of a free vacation, Olive and Ethan head for paradise, de-
termined to avoid each other at all costs. But when Olive runs into her future boss, the little white lie she tells him is suddenly at risk 
to become a whole lot bigger. She and Ethan now have to pretend to be loving newlyweds, and her luck seems worse than ever. But 
the weird thing is that she doesn’t mind playing pretend. In fact, she feels kind of... lucky. 



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

The Mustang, directed by Laure de Clermont-Tonnerre. Roman Coleman (Matthias Schoenaerts) is a 
tightly wound convict fresh out of solitary confinement at a maximum security prison in the Nevada de-
sert. Still wary of human contact, Roman enrolls in a tough but rewarding rehabilitation program learning 
to train wild mustangs. Under the tutelage of grizzled trainer Myles (Bruce Dern), he takes charge of an 
ornery horse in the hopes of preparing it for an annual auction. With the wild animal acting as a mirror 
for his own raging emotions, Roman must learn to tame not only the mustang but also himself. 
Laure de Clermont-Tonnerre’s engrossing character study finds hope in the desolate, sunbaked beauty of 
its desert setting. Juxtaposing the regimented rhythms of a prison drama with the wild lyricism of a west-
ern, The Mustang depicts one man’s attempts to rewrite the turbulent narrative of his life. Schoenaerts 
gives a quietly moving performance, suggesting deep wells of feeling buried beneath Roman’s tough ex-
terior; memorable performances by Gideon Adlon and Jason Mitchell round out this story of self-
discovery. Rated 94% fresh by critics on rottentomatoes.com 
 
The Rider, directed by Chloé Zhao. Based on his a true story, The Rider stars breakout Brady Jandreau 
as a once rising star of the rodeo circuit warned that his competition days are over after a tragic riding 
accident. Back home, Brady finds himself wondering what he has to live for when he can no longer do 
what gives him a sense of purpose: to ride and compete. In an attempt to regain control of his fate, Brady 
undertakes a search for new identity and tries to redefine his idea of what it means to be a man in the 
heartland of America. Rated 97% fresh by critics on rottentomatoes.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slow West, directed by John M. Maclean. Jay is a lovelorn 17-year-old Scottish aristocrat who travels to 
the American West at the close of the nineteenth century to track down his former lover. Confronted with 
the harsh realities of the frontier, he falls in with a rough and mysterious traveler named Silas (Michael 
Fassbender), who soon discovers that the focus of Jay’s affection has a price on her head. Together, the 
two navigate a vast, untamed wilderness while attempting to stay one step ahead of a bloodthirsty posse 
and colorful bounty hunter. Their search leads to a bloody confrontation where Jay’s romanticism is the 
first of many casualties. Scottish filmmaker John Maclean makes his debut with a fresh, lyrical perspec-
tive on a quintessentially American art form. With performances buoyed by Fassbender's enigmatic and 
modern take on the stoic Western hero, a wry sense of humor, and stunning panoramic cinematography, 
Slow West is a surreal journey through a gorgeous yet inhospitable landscape. Rated 92% fresh by critics 
on rottentomatoes.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

july Spotlight 
Riders 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he month of 
June had flown 
by and the 
kingdom was 

getting ready to celebrate the 
birth of their nation.  The be-
ginning of summer had been 
rather wet and windy but per-
haps the weather wizards 
would allow the celebrators a 
beautiful weekend.   This 
scribe has just returned from a 
short holiday in the realm of 
Manitoba and had an excellent 
time in this province.  Please 
enjoy my observations of my 
holiday.  (Due to my two 
weeks off I may have to make up some of my co-workers 
experiences.) 
Lady Christina had gone to an excellent concert, although 
I’m not sure who was singing or if it was indeed excellent. 
Manitoba fact:  Riding Mountain National Park is home to 
three protected ecosystems:  the grasslands, the upland bore-
al forest and the eastern deciduous forest. 
Lady Sharon would be leaving shortly for another trip to her 
home realm of Northern Ireland.  Manitoba Fact:  Clear Lake 
in Riding Mountain National Park is one of the cleanest 
lakes in Canada and is indeed clear! 
Lady Mary was getting ready for the TD Summer Reading 
program and now with her holiday behind her she and Lady 
Morgan would do their best to run a program the children 
would enjoy.  Manitoba Fact:  The Assiniboine Zoo has a 
habitat where there is a tunnel of water and the polar bears 
swim over your head and around the tunnel! 
Lady Miranda was leaving for a holiday on the west coast 
with her family.  I’m almost sure she will be enjoying her-
self. She usually does.  Manitoba fact:  The corner of Portage 
Avenue and Main Street in Winnipeg is rumored to be one of 
the coldest intersections in Canada but it is actually, in fact, 
the middle of Canada. 
Wizard Melvyn had been assisting Lady Morgan in her artis-
tic endeavors in the absence of Lady Mary.  Manitoba 
Fact:  In 1874 a judge had to fine himself for public drunken-
ness.  He fined himself $5 since it was his first offense and 
he had lived an exemplary life before the charge.  ( A fact 
from a gentleman in Wasagaming, Manitoba.) 
Lady Victoria grew up in Winnipeg and her family still re-
sides there.  This scribe has decided not to be hurt that she 
did not offer her parents address so that I might have enjoyed 
a pleasant evening and a free meal.  Manitoba Fact:  The 
City of Portage la Prairie has the honour of being the home 
to the world’s largest Coca Cola can. 
Lady Kirstin was no doubt  running in the mornings and gar-
dening with her children, working  and volunteering for 
something because she can pack a lot of activities into a 
day.  Manitoba Fact:  There is a floating hiking path in Rid-
ing Mountain National Park where you can observe the 
marshlands and perhaps spot a river otter or muskrat as well 
as many birds. 
 
 
 

Lady Amy was enjoying work-
ing on her yard and was cur-
rently lovingly tending a new 
willow tree.  Manitoba 
Fact:  The Forks is a historic 
site in Winnipeg where the Red 
River and the Assiniboine Riv-
er meet.  The city is nicknamed 
“River City” because of this 
site. 
Lady Julie would soon be tak-
ing a holiday but I’m sure that 
she has also been having very 
wet walks with her dog in the 
mornings.  Manitoba Facts: 
The Manitoba Legislative 
Building in Winnipeg was fin-

ished in 1920 and has the famous Golden Boy on top.  The 
Golden Boy is a gold covered bronze statue in the image of 
the Roman god Mercury. 
Lady Carol’s daughter had a wonderful wedding and every-
one had an enjoyable time.  She had helped plan both her 
daughter’s weddings and would have to fill her time with 
something else now that they were married.  Manitoba Fact: 
The Canadian Museum of Human Rights has been open 
since 2008 and has an amazing display of the historical and 
current issues involving human rights. 
Lady Emma Joy would be working her last month at the li-
brary and then she would be spreading her wings and flying 
away to the next stage of her life. (such poetry)  Manitoba 
Fact:  Winnie the Poo was named after the city of Winnipeg. 
Lady Morgan had been working and toiling on the prepara-
tions for the summer programs and would be mostly respon-
sible for the success of the program.  Manitoba 
Fact:  Manitoba has more curling clubs than Ontario and 
Quebec combined.  (I mentioned to a lady in Brandon that 
my grandson loved curling and she gave me this interesting 
fact.) 
The people of Manitoba are very friendly and their province 
has some interesting and beautiful areas.  
The Library Ladies looked forward to a busy summer with 
the subjects enjoying the library as a meeting place and a 
resource for summer projects. 
 
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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