
MCMPL NEWSLETTER 
Mary C. Moore Public Library 

Announcements & Events                      About Us 

Online newsletter: http://www.lacombelibrary.com/newsletter / 
 
FREE memberships & document services (pr int/fax/photocopy/scan) are available for  For t 
McMurray folks temporarily in Lacombe or making a new home here. 
 
Monthly feature display: Check out our  display of Canadian authors and filmmaker s! 
 
Author Reading: Join Alber ta authors Doug Morr ison and Pam Clark as they share their  lat-
est bestsellers (Course Correction and Kalyna, respectively), Saturday, July 16, 2-4pm in the library. 
Books will be available for purchase and signing.  
 
We are hiring: Circulation Clerk – Part time up to 23 hours per week. Work hours will vary -- 
must be available to work days, evenings and Saturday’s.  Starting wage is $12.50 per hour.  Appli-
cations can be emailed: mcmpl@prl.ab.ca, faxed: (403) 782-3329,  or dropped off in person at 101-
5214 50th Avenue, Lacombe.  Please apply with cover letter and resume by Friday, July 22, 2016.  
We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted.  No phone calls please.   
 
Annual Friends of the Library Big Book Sale: Saturday, July 23 10am-4pm in the Servus Credit 
Union room in the LMC. All proceeds go to the Friends of the Library. Donations of books for the 
sale gratefully accepted at the library. 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, July 13 & 27, and August 10 & 24, drop-in 6-8pm in the 
library. Relax, unwind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. 
This program is free to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. See our website for upcoming 
dates. 
 
Film Club: will resume in September . Films TBA.  
 
Armchair Travel and Local History Lectures will resume in the fall.  
  
Book Club: For  our  August 2 meeting we are reading Crow Lake by Mary Lawson. “Here is a 
gorgeous, slow-burning story set in the rural “badlands” of northern Ontario, where heartbreak and 
hardship are mirrored in the landscape. For the farming Pye family, life is a Greek tragedy where the 
sins of the fathers are visited on the sons, and terrible events occur—offstage. Centerstage are the 
Morrisons, whose tragedy looks more immediate if less brutal, but is, in reality, insidious and divi-
sive. Orphaned young, Kate Morrison was her older brother Matt’s protegee, her fascination for pond 
life fed by his passionate interest in the natural world. Now a zoologist, she can identify organisms 
under a microscope but seems blind to the state of her own emotional life. And she thinks she’s out-
grown her siblings—Luke, Matt, and Bo—who were once her entire world.” 
 
Regular Children’s Programs: Our  Summer  Reading Program runs July 11 - August 26. Join 
us for stories, crafts and fun for ages 2-13. This is a drop-in program, no registration required. See 
our website for days and times. Stay tuned for information about regular fall programs. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Monthly Film Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Lectures 

Armchair Travel Presentations 

Mary C. Moore Public Library 101-5214 50 Ave. Lacombe, AB T4L 0B6 
403-782-3433          mcmpl@prl.ab.ca          lacombelibrary.com 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Adult Fiction 

Back to Moscow by Guillermo Erades  
Tuesday night: vodka and dancing at the Hungry Duck. Wednesday morning: posing as an expert on Pushkin at the 
university. Thursday night: more vodka and girl-chasing at Propaganda. Friday morning: a hungover tour of Gorky's 
house. Martin came to Moscow at the turn of the millennium hoping to discover the country of Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, 
and his beloved Chekhov. Instead he found a city turned on its head, where the grimmest vestiges of Soviet life exist 
side by side with the nonstop hedonism of the newly rich. Along with his hard-living expat friends, Martin spends 
less and less time on his studies, choosing to learn about the Mysterious Russian Soul from the city's unhinged night-
life scene. But as Martin's research becomes a quest for existential meaning, love affairs and literature lead to the 

same hard-won lessons. Russians know: There is more to life than happiness. Back to Moscow is an enthralling story of debauch-
ery, discovery, and the Russian classics. In prose recalling the neurotic openheartedness of Ben Lerner and the whiskey-sour satire 
of Bret Easton Ellis, Guillermo Erades has crafted an unforgettable coming-of-age story and a complex portrait of a radically 
changing city.  

 
Stork Mountain by Miroslav Penkov  
Stork Mountain tells the story of a young Bulgarian immigrant who, in an attempt to escape his mediocre life in Amer-
ica, returns to the country of his birth. Retracing the steps of his estranged grandfather, a man who suddenly and inex-
plicably cut all contact with the family three years prior, the boy finds himself on the border of Bulgaria and Turkey, a 
stone's throw away from Greece, high up in the Strandja Mountains. It is a place of pagan mysteries and black storks 
nesting in giant oaks; a place where every spring, possessed by Christian saints, men and women dance barefoot across 
live coals in search of rebirth. Here in the mountains, the boy reunites with his grandfather. Here in the mountain, he 
falls in love with an unobtainable Muslim girl. Old ghosts come back to life and forgotten conflicts, in the name of 

faith and doctrine, blaze anew. Stork Mountain is an enormously charming, slyly brilliant debut novel from an internationally cele-
brated writer. It is a novel that will undoubtedly find a home in many readers' hearts.  

 
LaRose by Louise Erdich 
In this literary masterwork, Louise Erdrich wields her breathtaking narrative magic in an emotionally haunting con-
temporary tale of a tragic accident, a demand for justice, and a profound act of atonement with ancient roots in Native 
American culture. North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the property bor-
dering his own. He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit some-
thing else, a blur he saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his neighbor’s 
five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends 
with Landreaux’s five-year-old son, LaRose. The two families have always been close, sharing food, clothing, and 
rides into town; their children played together despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is 

half sister to Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe tribe tradition—the 
sweat lodge—for guidance, and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of retribution, he and Emmaline will give LaRose 
to the grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son now,” they tell them. LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. 
Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,” Maggie, wel-
comes him as a coconspirator who can ease her volatile mother’s terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his 
birth family, whose sorrow mirrors the Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin linking the Irons and the 
Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. But when a vengeful man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux 
begins raising trouble, hurling accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that has kept these two 
fragile families whole. Inspiring and affecting, LaRose is a powerful exploration of loss, justice, and the reparation of the human 
heart, and an unforgettable, dazzling tour de force from one of America’s most distinguished literary masters. 
 

Adult Non-Fiction 

When Someone You Know Has Dementia: Practical Advice for Families and Caregivers by June Andrews  
A practical guide to dealing with dementia by one of the world’s leading experts. Around the world, almost 50 mil-
lion people have dementia, and hundreds of millions of people are affected by the dementia of loved ones. Unlike 
other books that look at this condition purely from the perspective of caretakers, When Someone Y ou Know Has 
Dementia provides insight into what it feels like to have dementia, how you can deal with it, and what you can do to 
keep it at bay. Packed with practical tips for providing what people with dementia or Alzheimer’s want and need, 
this guide will help ensure that they can stay well and happy as long as possible.  
 



Readalikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Notable & Award-Winning Books by Chinese-Canadian Authors 
 
Midnight at the Dragon Café by Judy Fong Bates 
Set in the 1960s, Judy Fong Bates’s much-talked-about debut novel is the story of a young girl, the daughter of a small 
Ontario town’s solitary Chinese family, whose life is changed over the course of one summer when she learns the bur-
den of secrets. Through Su-Jen’s eyes, the hard life behind the scenes at the Dragon Café unfolds. As Su-Jen’s father 
works continually for a better future, her mother, a beautiful but embittered woman, settles uneasily into their new life. 
Su-Jen feels the weight of her mother’s unhappiness as Su-Jen’s life takes her outside the restaurant and far from the 
customs of the traditional past. When Su-Jen’s half-brother arrives, smouldering under the responsibilities he must bear 
as the dutiful Chinese son, he forms an alliance with Su-Jen’s mother, one that will have devastating consequences. 

Written in spare, intimate prose, Midnight at the Dragon Café is a vivid portrait of a childhood divided by two cultures and touched 
by unfulfilled longings and unspoken secrets. Winner of the 2006 American Library Association Alex Award 

 
The Jade Peony by Wayson Choy 
Chinatown, Vancouver, in the late 1930s and '40s provides the backdrop for this poignant first novel, told through the 
vivid reminiscences of the three younger children of an immigrant Chinese family. The siblings grapple with their indi-
vidual identities in a changing world, wresting autonomy from the strictures of history, family, and poverty. Sister Jook
-Liang dreams of becoming Shirley Temple and escaping the rigid, old ways of China. Adopted Second Brother Jung-
Sum, struggling with his sexuality and the trauma of his childhood in China, finds his way through boxing. Third 
Brother Sekky, who never feels comfortable with the multitude of Chinese dialects swirling around him, becomes ob-
sessed with war games, and learns a devastating lesson about what war really means when his 17-year-old babysitter 

dates a Japanese man. Mingling with life in Canada and the horror of war are the magic, ghosts, and family secrets of Poh-Poh, or 
Grandmother, who is the heart and pillar of the family. Side by side, her three grandchildren survive hardships and heartbreaks with 
grit and humor. Like the jade peony of the title, Choy's storytelling is at once delicate, powerful, and lovely. The Jade Peony was 
selected by the Literary Review of Canada as one of the "100 Most Important Books in Canadian History" in 2005. It was also an 
American Library Association Notable Book of the Year in 1998, and was winner of the 1995 Trillium Award   

 
Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures by Vincent Lam 
Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures welcomes readers into a world where the most mundane events can quickly become 
life or death. By following four young medical students and physicians—Ming, Fitz, Sri and Chen—this debut collec-
tion is a riveting, eye-opening account of what it means to be a doctor. Deftly navigating his way through 12 interwoven 
short stories, the author explores the characters’ relationships with each other, their patients, and their careers. Lam 
draws on his own experience as an emergency room physician and shares an insider’s perspective on the fears, frustra-
tions, and responsibilities linked with one of society’s most highly regarded occupations. From delivering babies to 

evacuating patients and dealing with deadly viruses, the four primary characters in Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures are made thor-
oughly human by Lam’s insightful detail, realistic dialogue, and expert storytelling. The medical world is naturally filled with dra-
ma, but it’s the author’s ability to give equal weight to the smaller moments that really brings this book to life. Winner 2006 Scotia-
bank Giller Prize  

 
Disappearing Moon Café by Sky Lee 
Sometimes funny, sometimes scandalous, always riveting, this extraordinary first novel traces the lives and passionate 
loves of the women of the Wong family through four generations. As past sins and inborn strengths are passed on from 
mother to daughter to granddaughter, each generation confronts, in its own way, the same problems—isolation, racism 
the clash of cultures—and each evolves a little bit more. Moving back and forth between past and present, between 
Canada and China, Sky Lee weaves fiction and historical fact into a memorable and moving picture of a people's strug-
gle for identity. Winner of the 1990 City of Vancouver Book Award and 1990 Governor General's Award Finalist  
 
The Concubine's Children by Denise Chong 
The Concubine’s Children is the story of a family cleaved in two for the sake of a father’s dream. There’s Chan Sam, 
who left an "at home" wife in China to earn a living in "Gold Mountain" North America. There’s May-ying, the wilful, 
seventeen-year-old concubine he bought, sight unseen, who labored in tea houses of west coast Chinatowns to support 
the family her husband would have in Canada, and the one he had in China. It was the concubine’s third daughter, the 
author’s mother, who unlocked the past for her daughter, whose curiosity about some old photographs ultimately reu-
nited a family divided for most of the last century. Finalist for the 1994 Governor General’s Award  

Source: 49thself.com 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Seize the Night by Kelley Armstrong 
History of Loneliness by John Boyne 
Suicide Motor Club by Chris Buehlman 
Jealous Kid by James Lee Burke 
Into the Savage Country by Shannon 
Burke 
Killing Winter by Tom Calloghan 
As Time Goes By by Mary Higgins Clark 
Moth Catcher by Ann Cleeves 
Man Who Fell from the Sky by Margaret 
Coel 
Insidious by Catherine Coulter 
Garden of Lamentations Deborah Crom-
bie 
Ashes of Fiery Weather by Kathleen 
Donohoe 
House of Echoes by Brendan Duffy 
Terrible Virtue by Ellen Feldman 
I’ll See You in Paris by Michelle Gable 
Three Sisters, Three Queens by Philippa 
Gregory 
Different Class by Joanne Harris 
One Under by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
Star Fall by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
House With No Windows by Nadia Hash-
imi 
The Railwayman’s Wife by Ashley Hay 
Fall of Moscow Station by Mark Henshaw 
Detective Galileo by Keigo Higashino 
After She’s Gone by Lisa Jackson 
Ghosts of Misty Hollow by Sue Ann Jaf-
farian 
No Cats Allowed by Miranda James 
Love You Dead by Peter James 
Dead Ground in Between by Maureen 
Jennings 
Night and Day by Iris Johansen 
Curse of the 10th Grave by Darynda Jones 
Theory of Death by Faye Kellerman 
The Perplexing Theft of the Jewel in the 
Crown by Vaseem Khan 
End of Watch by Stephen King 
Ashley Bell by Dean Koontz 
Manitou Canyon by William Kent Krue-
ger 
Catalyst Killing by Hans Olav Lahlum 
Sweet Tomorrow by Debbie Macomber 
The Casebook of Newbury and Hobbes by 
George Mann 
High Stakes by George R.R. Martin 
Against the Tide by Kat Martin 
Kingdom of Darkness by Andy McDer-
mott 
Bury Them Deep by James Oswald 
Prayer for the Dead by James Oswald 
Christmas Escape by Anne Perry 
Long Cosmos by Terry Pratchett & Ste-
phen Baxter 
The Great Reckoning by Louise Penny 
Barkskins by Annie Proulx 
 

 
 
Dark Corners by Ruth Rendell 
Service of the Dead by Candace Robb 
Brotherhood in Death by J.D. Robb 
Bay of Sighs by Nora Roberts 
Stars of Fortune by Nora Roberts 
When the Music’s Over by Peter Robin-
son 
Lily and the Octopus by Steven Rowley 
Cambodian Noir by Nick Seely 
Zero-G by William Shatner 
Mandibles by Lionel Shriver 
The Rules of Love and Grammer by Mary 
Simses 
Big Showdown by Mickey Spillane 
Magic by Danielle Steel 
Crow Girl by Erik Axl Sund 
Fly by Night by Andrea Thalasinos 
Foreign Agent by Brad Thor 
Shattered Tree by Charles Todd 
Vinegar Girl by Anne Tyler 
Ink and Bone by Lisa Unger 
Ice Age by Fred Vargas 
Wolf Lake by John Verdon 
Deep Blue by Randy Wayne White 
Panacea by F. Paul Wilson 
Magruder's Curiosity Cabinet by H.P. 
Wood 
 

Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Tears in the Grass by Lynda Archer  
Cooking Wild by John Ash 
The Pipestone Wolves: The Rise and Fall 
of a Wolf Family by Gunther Bloch 
Spinster: A Life of One’s Own by Kate 
Bolick 
Welcome to the Goddamn Ice Cube: 
Chasing Fear and Finding Home in the 
Great White North by Blair Braverman 
Solutions and Other Problems by Allie 
Brosh  
Thicker than Blood: Adoptive Parenting 
in the Modern World by Marion Crook 
The Great Kananaskis Flood: A Disaster 
That Forever Changed the Face of Ka-
nanaskis Country by Gillean Daffern 
Meat on the Side Nikki Dinki 
The Gender Creative Child by Diane Eh-
rensaft 
Queers Were Here by Richard Gilmour 
Robin Williams: A Singular Portrait by 
Arthur Grace 
Burning in This Midnight Dream by 
Louise Bernice Halfe 
Joe & Marilyn: Legends in Love by C. 
David Heymann  
The Native Voice: The Story of How Mai-
sie Hurley and Canada's First Aboriginal 
Newspaper Changed a Nation by Eric 
Jamieson 
 

 
 
Jimmy Stewart by Michael Mann 
Through the Eyes of a Belfast Child by 
Greg McVicker 
It’s a Long Story by Willie Nelson 
Somme by Hugh Sabag-Montefiore 
I’ve Got Sand in All the Wrong Places by 
Lisa Scottoline 
Price Paid: The Hidden History of Canada 
by Bev Sellars 
Suffer the Little Children: Genocide, In-
digenous Nations and the Canadian State 
by Tamara Starblanket & Ward Churchill  
Time of Your Life by Margaret Trudeau 
 

Young Adult Fiction 
 
 All the Major Constellations by Pratima 
Cranse  
Da Vinci’s Tiger by L.M. Elliott 
Trilogy of Two by Juman Malouf 
Soundless by Richelle Mead 
OCDaniel by Wesley King 
Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry  
Wink Poppy Midnight by April Tucholke  
Front Lines by Michael Grant  
End of Fun by Sean McGinty  
Surviving High School by Lele Pons  
Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel 
Savit  
A Steep and Thorny Way by Cat Winters 
Asking for It by Louise O’Neill  
Blackhearts by Nicole Castroman  
My Lady Jane by Cynthia Hand  
Tyranny of Petticoats by Jessica Spots-
wood  
Jerkbait by Mia Siegert 
After the Woods by Kim Savage  
Heir to the Sky by Amanda Sun  
Rebel Bully Geek Pariah by Jade Lange 
Stone Field by Christy Lenzi  
I'll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson  
Gemini by Sonja Mukherjee 
These Vicious Masks by Tarun Shanker 
Longbow Girl by Linda Davies  
Drag Teen by Jeffery Self  
Railhead  by Philip Reeve  
Fierce and Subtle Poison by Samantha 
Mabry  
 
 
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Hero’s Walk by Anita Rau Badami  
Set in the sweltering streets of Toturpuram, a small city on the Bay of Bengal, The Hero's Walk, which won the 2001 Common-
wealth Writers Prize for best book in Canada and the Caribbean, explores the troubled life of Sripathi Rao, an unremarkable, mid-
dle-aged family man and advertising copywriter. As The Hero's Walk opens, Sripathi's life is already in a state of thorough disre-
pair. His mother, a domineering, half-senile octogenarian, sits like a tyrant at the top of his household, frightening off his sister's 
suitors, chastising him for not having become a doctor, and brandishing her hypochondria and paranoia with sinister abandon. It is 
Sripathi's children, however, who pose the biggest problems: Arun, his son, is becoming dangerously involved in political activ-
ism, and Maya, his daughter, broke off her arranged engagement to a local man in order to wed a white Canadian. Sripathi's trou-
bles come to a head when Maya and her husband are killed in an automobile accident, leaving their 7- year-old daughter, Nandana, 
without Canadian kin. Sripathi travels to Canada and brings his granddaughter home, while his family is shaken by a series of ca-
lamities that may, eventually, bring peace to their lives.     

 
Brianna 
The Restaurant at the End of the Universe by Douglas Adams 
Facing annihilation at the hands of the warlike Vogons is a curious time to have a craving for tea. It could only happen to the cos-
mically displaced Arthur Dent and his curious comrades in arms as they hurtle across space powered by pure improbabilityband 
desperately in search of a place to eat. Among Arthur's motley shipmates are Ford Prefect, a longtime friend and expert contributor 
to the Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy; Zaphod Beeblebrox, the three-armed, two-headed ex-president of the galaxy; Tricia 
McMillan, a fellow Earth refugee who's gone native (her name is Trillian now); and Marvin, the moody android who suffers noth-
ing and no one very gladly. Their destination? The ultimate hot spot for an evening of apocalyptic entertainment and fine dining, 
where the food (literally) speaks for itself. 
 

Cheri 
Fool Me Once by Harlan Coben 
Former special ops pilot Maya, home from the war, sees an unthinkable image captured by her nanny cam while she is at work: her 
two-year-old daughter playing with Maya’s husband, Joe—who had been brutally murdered two weeks earlier. The provocative 
question at the heart of the mystery: Can you believe everything you see with your own eyes, even when you desperately want to? 
To find the answer, Maya must finally come to terms with deep secrets and deceit in her own past before she can face the unbeliev-
able truth about her husband—and herself.   
 

Connie 
Sweet Pepper Hero by J.J. Cook  
Fire chief Stella Griffin has been put in charge of judging the annual recipe contest, but Eric—her resident ghost and true culinary 
genius—has vanished. Before she can track down his latest haunt, she’s called in to investigate a local moonshine distillery that 
was set ablaze, making her realize there’s more than pies and cakes cooking in Sweet Pepper. As rumors of a revived whiskey war 
ignite, Stella turns to the town’s elders to help her find answers. The past might have some clues as to what has sparked the present 
fires. But when following a lead lands her in buried rubble, Stella realizes she must extinguish this case fast or she might be going 
down in flames.      

 
Kirstin 
The Summer Before the War by Helen Simonson  
East Sussex, 1914. It is the end of England’s brief Edwardian summer, and everyone agrees that the weather has never been so 
beautiful. Hugh Grange, down from his medical studies, is visiting his Aunt Agatha, who lives with her husband in the small, idyl-
lic coastal town of Rye. Agatha's husband works in the Foreign Office, and she is certain he will ensure that the recent sabre rat-
tling over the Balkans won't come to anything. And Agatha has more immediate concerns; she has just risked her carefully built 
reputation by pushing for the appointment of a woman to replace the Latin master. When Beatrice Nash arrives with one trunk and 
several large crates of books, it is clear she is significantly more freethinking — and attractive — than anyone believes a Latin 
teacher should be. For her part, mourning the death of her beloved father, who has left her penniless, Beatrice simply wants to be 
left alone to pursue her teaching and writing. But just as Beatrice comes alive to the beauty of the Sussex landscape and the color-
ful characters who populate Rye, the perfect summer is about to end. For despite Agatha's reassurances, the unimaginable is com-
ing. Soon the limits of progress, and the old ways, will be tested as this small Sussex town and its inhabitants go to war.  
  
 



Mary 
Rock-a-Bye Bones by Carolyn Haines  
Sarah Booth Delaney knows the perfect way to begin recovering from both the recent attack on Scott Hampton’s blues club and 
her broken heart. She’s going to host a Thanksgiving feast for all of her friends at her ancestral home in Zinnia, Mississippi. But 
one bitterly cold night with the holiday just around the corner, Sarah Booth awakens to the insistent ring of her doorbell. She opens 
the door to find a newborn baby in a basket sitting on her front porch…and a pool of blood slowly seeping out from the basket. 
Before she can respond, an engine guns and a dark vehicle takes off. 
After the police and a doctor ensure the baby is otherwise safe and healthy, Sarah Booth calls Tinkie Richmond, her partner at the 
Delaney Detective Agency. They know they need to do everything they can to find the baby's mother...even if they are starting to 
fall in love with the baby themselves. But as they track the baby's mother, Sarah Booth soon begins to suspect the woman might 
have been in danger; in fact, she might have been running for her life. And following in the woman's footsteps, Sarah Booth might 
find her own life on the line next.  

 
Melvyn 
Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter by Patricia Albers 
She was tough, disciplined, courageous, dazzling, and went up against the masculine art world at its most entrenched, made her 
way in it, and disproved their notion that women couldn’t paint. Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter is the first full-scale biography of the 
abstract expressionist painter who came of age in the 1950s, ’60s, and ’70s; a portrait of an outrageous artist and her struggling 
artist world, painters making their way in the second part of America’s twentieth century. Mitchell saw people and things in color; 
color and emotion were the same to her. Her work had an unerring sense of formal rectitude, daring, and discipline, as well as deli-
cacy, grace, and awkwardness. Mitchell’s life was messy and reckless: in New York and East Hampton carousing with de Koo-
ning, Frank O’Hara, James Schuyler, Jane Freilicher, Franz Kline, Helen Frankenthaler, and others. Albers brilliantly reconstructs 
the painter’s large and impassioned life: her growing prominence as an artist; her intense affairs; her friendships with poets and 
painters; her extraordinary work, and re-creates the times, the people, and her worlds from the 1920s through the 1990s and brings 
it all spectacularly to life.   
 

Miranda 
Pink Brain, Blue Brain by Lise Eliot 
In the past decade, we've heard a lot about the innate differences between males and females. As a result, we've come to accept that 
boys can't focus in a classroom and girls are obsessed with relationships. Neuroscientist Lise Eliot turns that thinking on its head. 
Based on years of exhaustive research and her own work in the new field of plasticity, Eliot argues that infant brains are so mallea-
ble that a few small differences at birth become amplified over time, as parents and teachers—and the culture at large—unwittingly 
reinforce gender stereotypes. Perhaps surprisingly, children themselves exacerbate the differences, by playing to their modest 
strengths. Presenting the latest science at every developmental stage, from birth to puberty, she zeroes in on the precise differences 
between boys and girls, erasing harmful stereotypes. Boys are not, in fact, “better at math” but at certain kinds of spatial reasoning. 
Girls are not naturally more empathetic, they’re just encouraged to express their feelings. By appreciating how sex differences 
emerge—rather than assuming them to be fixed biological facts—we can help all children reach their fullest potential, close the 
troubling gaps between boys and girls, and ultimately end the gender wars that currently divide us.   
 

Sharon 
The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick 
In this poignant and sparkling debut, a lovable widower embarks on a life-changing adventure. Sixty-nine-year-old Arthur Pepper 
lives a simple life. He gets out of bed at precisely 7:30 a.m., just as he did when his wife, Miriam, was alive. He dresses in the 
same gray slacks and mustard sweater vest, waters his fern, Frederica, and heads out to his garden. But on the one-year anniversary 
of Miriam's death, something changes. Sorting through Miriam's possessions, Arthur finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he's 
never seen before. What follows is a surprising and unforgettable odyssey that takes Arthur from London to Paris and as far as 
India in an epic quest to find out the truth about his wife's secret life before they met--a journey that leads him to find hope, healing 
and self-discovery in the most unexpected places. Featuring an unforgettable cast of characters with big hearts and irresistible. 
flaws.     
  

Victoria 
A Discovery of Witches by Deborah Harkness 
Deep in the stacks of Oxford's Bodleian Library, young scholar Diana Bishop unwittingly calls up a bewitched alchemical manu-
script in the course of her research. Descended from an old and distinguished line of witches, Diana wants nothing to do with sor-
cery; so after a furtive glance and a few notes, she banishes the book to the stacks. But her discovery sets a fantastical underworld 
stirring, and a horde of daemons, witches, and vampires soon descends upon the library. Diana has stumbled upon a coveted treas-
ure lost for centuries-and she is the only creature who can break its spell. Debut novelist Deborah Harkness has crafted a mesmer-
izing and addictive read, equal parts history and magic, romance and suspense.  

Source: goodreads.com 



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
The Diary of a Teenage Girl, directed by Marielle Heller. Minnie Goetze (Bel Powley) is a teen artist living in 1970s San 
Francisco, longing for love, acceptance and a sense of purpose in the world. She begins a complex love affair with her 
mother's (Kristen Wiig) boyfriend, "the handsomest man in the world," played by Alexander Skarsgård. What follows is a 
sharp, funny, provocative and frank coming-of-age story that addresses its themes -- and its protagonist -- without judg-
ment. Boldly unconventional and refreshingly honest. 
 
 
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl, directed by Alfonso Gomez-Rejon, is the story of Greg Gaines (Thomas Mann), an awk-
ward high school senior whose mom forces him to spend time with Rachel - a girl in his class (Olivia Cooke) with whom 
he hasn't spoken to since kindergarten - who was just diagnosed with cancer. Beautifully scripted and perfectly cast, Me 
& Earl & the Dying Girl is a coming-of-age movie with uncommon charm and insight. Winner of the 2015 Sundance 
Grand Jury Prize and the Audience Award 
 
 
Mustang, directed by Deniz Gamze Ergüven. Early summer in a village in Northern Turkey. Five free-spirited teenaged 
sisters splash about on the beach with their male classmates. Though their games are merely innocent fun, a neighbor 
passes by and reports what she considers to be illicit behavior to the girls' family. The family overreacts, removing all 
"instruments of corruption," like cell phones and computers, and essentially imprisoning the girls, subjecting them to end-
less lessons in housework in preparation for them to become brides. As the eldest sisters are married off, the younger 
ones bond together to avoid the same fate. The fierce love between them empowers them to rebel and chase a future 
where they can determine their own lives in Ergüven's debut, a powerful portrait of female empowerment. Mustang deliv-

ers a bracing -- and thoroughly timely -- message whose power is further bolstered by the efforts of a stellar ensemble cast.  Nominat-
ed for Best Foreign Film at the Oscars and Golden Globes, and winner of Label Europa Cinemas at Cannes. Turkish with English 
subtitles. 

     
Northern Soul, directed by Elaine John Constantine, tells the tale of two Northern boys whose worlds are changed forev-
er when they discover black American soul music. Northern Soul was phenomenally popular with British youths in the 
1970s, taking the North of the country by storm. Northern Soul the film intends to appeal to those generations of fans 
while attracting a modern audience who can relate to youth culture from another era. If you were there, you'll know. If 
you weren't there, you'll wish you had been. The film has a rich period atmosphere and a killer soundtrack that perfectly 
captures the time.  
 
 
 God Help the Girl, directed by Stuart Murdoch, is a poignant coming-of-age story that doubles as a sublime indie-pop 
musical from one of indie pop's biggest songwriters. The project began as a suite of songs, written while Murdoch was 
between records and tours as lead singer of Belle & Sebastian. He nurtured it for nearly a decade into a fully formed film, 
set in the bohemian fantasia of Glasgow's West End, which is populated by mods, rockers, and emo kids who have no 
qualms about breaking into song and dance.    
 
 
I Used to Be Darker, directed by Matthew Porterfield. When Taryn (Deragh Campbell), a Northern Irish runaway, finds 
herself in trouble in Ocean City, MD, she seeks refuge with her aunt and uncle in Baltimore. But Kim and Bill (Ned Old-
ham and Kim Taylor) have problems of their own: they're trying to handle the end of their marriage gracefully for the 
sake of their daughter Abby (Hannah Gross), just home from her first year of college. A story of family revelations, peo-
ple finding each other and letting go, looking for love where they've found it before and, when that doesn't work, figur-
ing out where they might find it next.  
 
 
The Way He Looks, directed by Daniel Ribeiro. Leonardo (Ghilherme Lobo) is a blind teenager dealing with an over-
protective mother while trying to live a more independent life. To the disappointment of his best friend, Giovana (Tess 
Amorim), he plans to go on an exchange program abroad. When new student Gabriel (Fabio Audi) arrives, the way Leo-
nardo sees the world changes completely. Compassionate, emotionally detailed, and populated with resonant characters, 
The Way He Looks leaves a warmth that lingers. Winner Winner of 7 Audience Awards for Best Feature Film , including 
a Teddy at the Berlin International Film Festival. Portuguese with English subtitles. 
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une had been a busy month in 
the Royal Library.  The realm 
had honoured their senior sub-
jects with monetary savings 
and Royal Teas.  The summer 

solstice had arrived and the Royal Chil-
dren were finishing up their year in the 
learning institutions.  As some of the 
subjects graduated they would be look-
ing for employment.  What follows is 
some of the more unique jobs available. 
 
Lady Christina had taken a week off to 
rest up from the hectic pace of work 
only to find that life was more hectic at 
her abode.  This, while unfortunate, 
gave her the chance to concentrate on 
her family without worrying about 
work. Unique job:  Snake milker:  These 
people extract venom from some of the world’s most poisonous 
snakes to create anti-venom for hospitals.  Venom sells for up to 
$1000 per gram. 
 
Lady Connie was enjoying taking her granddaughter to gymnas-
tics and doing excellent crafts together.  She was also busy with 
book donations from the many generous subjects who were do-
ing late spring cleaning.  Unique job:  Professional Brides-
maid:  If you are short on friends you can hire bridesmaids to 
assist you on your big day.  These ladies can be your personal 
assistants for the day and balance your wedding pictures.  Fees 
are from $1000-$2000 per wedding. 
 
Lady Sharon had returned from her trip to her homeland and 
was back into the routine of her very demanding job.  She would 
be hosting her daughter-in-law and her children for a week 
while they visited from Newfoundland.  Unique job:  Profes-
sional Line-standers:  As their title states these people wait in 
line for big sales or product launches.  Rates vary but one line-
stander says he can earn up to $1000 per week. 
 
Lady Mary was in the realm of British Columbia searching for 
waterfalls and communing with nature.  She was recharging for 
the Summer Reading Program.  She had hired a summer assis-
tant and was looking forward to working with her. Unique 
job:  Fortune cookie writer:  Manufacturers of fortune cookies 
hire freelance writers to come up with the fortunes.  Profession-
als earn around $40000 a year. 
 
Lady Miranda continued to run excellent programs for the sub-
jects and her wonderful sense of humour made the workplace 
more enjoyable.  She was also kept busy with her children as 
they helped her outside and in her garden.  (Helped might be the 
wrong word)  Unique job:  Face Feeler:  These people are 
trained to use their hands to judge the effectiveness of lotions, 
cleansers and razors.  They can earn up to $25 per hour. 
 
Wizard Melvyn was finished with basketball for another season 
and was now focused on the Tour de France.  She was decorat-
ing Lady Mary’s room for the Summer program.  The Royal 
Children were sure to love the beautiful art.  Unique job:   Dog 
Surfing Instructor:  More and more ocean resorts are offering 
surfing classes for dogs and people with some limiting it to dogs 
only. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Brianna was working two jobs in 
anticipation of her going to the Grant 
McEwan Institute of learning in the 
fall.  The ladies would miss her but 
this was a great opportunity for Lady 
Brianna.  Unique job: Train passenger 
pushers:  These people work for the 
transit systems in Japan and their job 
is to push as many people on the trains 
as they can.   
 
Lady Victoria was no doubt starting to 
dream about her upcoming trip to the 
United Kingdom in the fall.  She 
would be saving her earnings for this 
fabulous trip.  Unique job:  Iceberg 
Mover:  After the sinking of the Titan-
ic, the International Ice Patrol was 
founded and they still keep track of 

icebergs and if necessary tow them out of shipping lanes. 
 
Lady Kirstin had survived her siblings two weddings in two 
weeks.  She is also still involved in the Lacombe Historical So-
ciety which preserves the past for future generations.  Unique 
job:  Professional Mourners:  These people attend funerals and 
grieve for the deceased.  This is most popular in Asian countries 
although there is a company in England called Rent A Mourn-
er.  These people make about $35 per hour. 
 
Lady Cheri was leaving the kingdom.  There was much wailing 
and gnashing of teeth to no avail.  She would be returning to her 
home realm of the U.S.A. in August.  The ladies would miss 
her.  Unique job:  Professional Cuddler:  These people snuggle 
with strangers for $80 an hour.   
 
Lady Amy was staying at the Royal Library and would soon be 
senior page.  This was a relief to the other library ladies since 
there would be enough change.  Unique job:  Dog Food Tast-
er:  Pet food companies hire people to test the quality of their 
soft dog food.  Most spit it out after they have tasted it but some 
claim to enjoy this food.  (Ugh) 
 
The days at the library would be busy with the TD Summer 
Reading program and the Royal children out of school.  Summer 
was upon the kingdom.. 

  
  
  
  

   
Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Library Ladies 
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