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Happy New Year, everyone! 

Book Club: For  our  February 6 meeting we are reading North of Normal by Cea Sunr ise Per -
son. In the vein of The Glass Castle and Wild, North of Normal is a compelling memoir of a child-
hood spent in a dysfunctional counter-culture family in the Canadian wilderness—a searing story of 
physical, emotional, and psychological survival.  
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe. Films 
are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe City 
Cinemas. See next page for all the details. 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, January 9, 7pm in the LMC: “Tibet: Land of Mythos & Mystery,” 
presented by Keith Clouten.  
 
Local History series: Thur sday, January 25, 7pm in the LMC: “Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Lacombe,” presented by Crystal Zens. 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: January 3, 17 & 31, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and 
enjoy quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. 
Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming 
dates. 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  winter /spr ing programs began Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2 at 10am. Call us or stop by to register. Classes run January 9 through February 16, February 27 
through March 6 and March 17 through May 25. Children will be registered for the whole program. 
There is a one-time fee of $5, or a craft supply donation. Stop by or visit our website for information 
about monthly special events for kids. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

January 17 Loving Vincent, directed by Dorota Kobiela & Hugh Welchman 

Loving Vincent is the world’s first fully oil painted feature film, written & directed by Dorota Kobiela & Hugh Welchman. The 

film brings the paintings of Vincent van Gogh to life to tell his remarkable story. Every one of the 65,000 frames of the film is an 

oil-painting hand-painted by 125 professional painters who travelled from all across the world to the Loving Vincent studios in 

Poland and Greece to be a part of the production. As remarkable as Vincent’s brilliant paintings, is his passionate and ill-fated 

life, and mysterious death. 

Rated: 14A 

Tickets will be available at the library beginning January 2. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Feeding My Mother by Jann Arden 
Jann Arden moved in to a house just across the way from her parents in rural Alberta to be close to them but also 
so they could be her refuge from the demands of the music business and a performing career. Funny how time 
works. Since her dad died in 2015, Jann cooks for her mom five or six times a week. Her mom finds comfort in her 
daughter's kitchen, not just in the delicious food but also just sitting with her as she cooks. And Jann finds some 
peace in caring for her mom, even as her mom slowly becomes a stranger. "If you told me two years ago that I'd be 
here," Jann writes, "I wouldn't have believed it. And yet we still fall into so much laughter, feel so much insane 
gladness and joy. It's such a contrast from one minute to the next and it teaches me constantly: it makes me strong-
er and more humble and more empathetic and caring and kind." The many people who are dealing with a loved one 

who is losing it will find inspiration and strength in Jann's wholehearted, loving response and her totally Jann take on the upside-
down world of a daughter mothering her mother. Feeding My Mother is one heck of an affirmation that life just keeps on keeping 
on, and a wonderful example of how you have to roll with it.       

 
Enchantress of Numbers by Jennifer Chiaverini  
The only legitimate child of Lord Byron, the most brilliant, revered, and scandalous of the Romantic poets, Ada 
was destined for fame long before her birth. Estranged from Ada’s father, who was infamously “mad, bad, and 
dangerous to know,”  Ada’s mathematician mother is determined to save her only child from her perilous By-
ron heritage. Banishing fairy tales and make-believe from the nursery, Ada’s mother provides her daughter with 
a rigorous education grounded in mathematics and science. Any troubling spark of imagination—or worse yet, 
passion or poetry—is promptly extinguished. Or so her mother believes. When Ada is introduced into London 
society as a highly eligible young heiress, she at last discovers the intellectual and social circles she has craved 
all her life. Little does she realize that her delightful new friendship with inventor Charles Babbage—
brilliant, charming, and occasionally curmudgeonly—will shape her destiny. Intrigued by the prototype of his 
first calculating machine, the Difference Engine, and enthralled by the plans for his even more advanced Analyti-
cal Engine, Ada resolves to help Babbage realize his extraordinary vision, unique in her understanding of how 

his invention could transform the world. All the while, she passionately studies mathematics—ignoring skeptics who consider it an 
unusual, even unhealthy pursuit for a woman—falls in love, discovers the shocking secrets behind her parents’ estrangement, and 
comes to terms with the unquenchable fire of her imagination.          

 
The Girl in the Tower by Katherine Arden  
The magical adventure begun in The Bear and the Nightingale continues as brave Vasya, now a young woman, is 
forced to choose between marriage or life in a convent and instead flees her home—but soon finds herself called 
upon to help defend the city of Moscow when it comes under siege. Orphaned and cast out as a witch by her vil-
lage, Vasya’s options are few: resign herself to life in a convent, or allow her older sister to make her a match with 
a Moscovite prince. Both doom her to life in a tower, cut off from the vast world she longs to explore. So instead 
she chooses adventure, disguising herself as a boy and riding her horse into the woods. When a battle with some 
bandits who have been terrorizing the countryside earns her the admiration of the Grand Prince of Moscow, she 
must carefully guard the secret of her gender to remain in his good graces—even as she realizes his kingdom is 
under threat from mysterious forces only she will be able to stop.    

 
Imagine by John Lennon, illustrated by Jean Jullien  
“Imagine all the people living life in peace. 
You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. 
I hope some day you'll join us, and the world will be as one.” 
Join one little pigeon as she sets out on a journey to spread a message of tolerance around the world. Featuring 
the lyrics of John Lennon’s iconic song and illustrations by the award-winning artist Jean Jullien, this poignant 
and timely picture book dares to imagine a world at peace. Imagine will be published in partnership with human 
rights organization Amnesty International. 
 
 

Get Well Soon by Marie-Sabine Roger, translated by Frank Wynne   
After falling into the Seine and winding up in hospital, ageing widower Jeanne-Pierre begins writing his memoirs. 
But if he was hoping for a peaceful convalescence, he's out of luck. A stream of unforeseen acquaintances seem 
determined to disturb his solitude: the sulky teenage girl who loiters in his room, the impoverished student who 
saved his life, the investigating detective who can't seem to keep away, the nurses who remain mostly resistant to his 
charms… As his health gradually improves, Jean-Pierre must face a terrifying thought: not only is the world perhaps 
a little better than he'd imagined - it's possible that he is, too. A joyful novel full of humanity. 
 
 
 

 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Scotland Yard 
 
Racing the Devil by Charles Todd 
On the eve of the bloody Battle of the Somme, a group of English officers having a last drink before returning to the 
Front make a promise to each other: if they survive the battle ahead—and make it through the war—they will meet 
in Paris a year after the fighting ends. They will celebrate their good fortune by racing motorcars they beg, borrow, 
or own from Paris to Nice. In November 1919, the officers all meet as planned, and though their motorcars are not 
designed for racing, they set out for Nice. But a serious mishap mars the reunion. In the mountains just north of 
their destination, two vehicles are nearly run off the road, and one man is badly injured. No one knows—or will 
admit to knowing—which driver was at the wheel of the rogue motorcar. Back in England one year later, during a 
heavy rainstorm, a driver loses control on a twisting road and is killed in the crash. Was it an accident due to the 
hazardous conditions? Or premeditated murder? Is the crash connected in some way to the unfortunate events in the 

mountains above Nice the year before? The dead driver wasn’t in France—although the motorcar he drove was. If it was foul play, 
was it a case of mistaken identity? Or was the dead man the intended victim after all? Investigating this perplexing case, Scotland 
Yard Inspector Ian Rutledge discovers that the truth is elusive—and that the villages on the South Downs, where the accident hap-
pened, are adept at keeping secrets, frustrating his search.   

 
The Death of Kings by Rennie Airth  
On a hot summer day in 1938, a beautiful actress is murdered on the grand Kent estate of Sir Jack Jessup, close 
friend of the Prince of Wales. An instant headline in the papers, the confession of a local troublemaker swiftly 
brings the case to a close, but in 1949, the reappearance of a jade necklace raises questions about the murder. Was 
the man convicted and executed the decade before truly guilty, or had he wrongly been sent to the gallows? Inspec-
tor Madden is summoned out of retirement at the request of former Chief Inspector Angus Sinclair to re-open the 
case at Scotland Yard. Set in the aftermath of World War II, The Death of Kings is an atmospheric and captivating 
police procedural, and is a story of honor and justice that takes Madden through the idyllic English countryside, post
-war streets of London, and into the criminal underworld of the Chinese Triads.    
 
The Dead Woman of Deptford by Ann Granger 
On a cold November night in a Deptford yard, dock worker Harry Parker stumbles upon the body of a dead woman. 
Inspector Ben Ross is summoned from Scotland Yard to this insalubrious part of town, but no witness to the murder 
of this well-dressed, middle-aged woman can be found. Even Jeb Fisher, the local rag-and-bone man, swears he's 
seen nothing.  Meanwhile, Ben's wife Lizzie is trying to suppress a scandal: family friend Edgar Wellings has a 
gambling addiction and no means of repaying his debts. Reluctantly, Lizzie agrees to visit his debt collector's house 
in Deptford, but when she arrives she finds her husband is investigating the murder of the woman in question. Edgar 
was the last man to see Mrs Clifford alive and he has good reason to want her dead, but Ben and Lizzie both know 
that a case like this is rarely as simple as it appears... .   
 
A Spider in the Cup by Barbara Cleverly  
London, 1933: An amateur dowsing team searching the Thames for precious metals unearths the body of a young 
woman with a priceless coin in her mouth. The case falls on Scotland Yard Assistant Commissioner Joe Sandilands, 
but he has another, very high-profile assignment. London is hosting a massive economic conference to address the 
global Depression, and political tensions run high as world leaders stand either with or against a rapidly militarizing 
Germany. Sandilands is to protect visiting American senator Cornelius Kingstone throughout the conference. But a 
when a series of bizarre coincidences links the riverbank body to the senator, Joe realizes that Kingstone is caught 
up in a dangerous game that might cost not just one but thousands of lives.          
 
 
The Great Pearl Heist by Molly Caldwell Crosby 
 In the summer of 1913, under the cover of London’s perpetual smoggy dusk, two brilliant minds are pitted against 
each other—a celebrated gentleman thief and a talented Scotland Yard detective—in the greatest jewel heist of the 
new century. An exquisite strand of pale pink pearls, worth more than the Hope Diamond, has been bought by a 
Hatton Garden broker. Word of the “Mona Lisa of Pearls” spreads around the world, captivating jewelers as well as 
thieves. In transit to London from Paris, the necklace vanishes without a trace. Joseph Grizzard, “the King of Fenc-
es,” is the charming leader of a vast gang of thieves in London’s East End. Grizzard grew up on the streets of White-
chapel during the terror of Jack the Ripper to rise to the top of the criminal world. Wealthy, married, a father, 
Grizzard still cannot resist the sport of crime, and the pearl necklace proves an irresistible challenge. Inspector Al-
fred Ward patrols the city’s dark, befogged streets before joining the brand-new division of the Metropolitan Police 

known as “detectives.” Ward earns his stripes catching some of the great murderers of Victorian London and, at the height of his 
career, is asked to turn his forensic talents to finding the missing pearls and the thief who stole them. In the spirit of The Great Train 
Robbery and the tales of Sherlock Holmes, this is the true story of a psychological cat-and-mouse game set against the backdrop of 
London’s golden Edwardian era. Thoroughly researched, compellingly colorful, The Great Pearl Heist is a gripping narrative ac-
count of this little-known, yet extraordinary crime.    
 
 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
V.S. Alexander - The Taster 
Luke Alnutt - We Own the Sky 
Kat Ashenburg - Sofie & Cecelia 
David Baldacci -  The Fallen 
M.C. Beaton - Death of an Honest Man 
Natasha Bell - Exhibit Alexandra 
Marie Benedict - Carnegie’s Maid 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Amy Bloom - White Houses 
Chris Bohjalian - The Flight Attendant 
C.J. Box - The Disappeared 
Jamey Bradbury - The Wild Inside 
Patricia Briggs - Born Bright 
Dale Brown - Act of Revenge 
Andrea Camilleri- Pyramid of Mud  
Peter Carey - A Long Way from Home 
Laura Childs - Plum Tea Crazy 
Mary Higgins Clark - I’ve Got My Eyes on You 
Bill Clinton w/James Patterson - The President is Missing 
Catherine Coulter - The Sixth Day 
Elisabeth de Mariaffi - Hysteria 
Jeffery Deaver - The Cutting Edge 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Lexie Elliott - The French Girl 
Jessica Fellowes - The Mitford Murders 
Charles Finch - Woman in the Water 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Nicci French - Sunday Silence 
Lisa Genova - Every Note Played 
Elizabeth George - The Punishment She Deserves 
Alex Grecian - The Saint of Wolves and Butchers 
Kristin Hannah - The Great Alone 
Clarissa Harwood - Impossible Saints 
Philip Hensher - The Friendly Ones 
Anne Hillerman - Cave of Bones 
Alan Hollinghurst - The Sparsholt Affair 
Arnaldur Indridason - The Shadow Killer 
Ragnar Jonasson - Nightblind 
Alma Katsu - The Hunger 
Marian Keyes - The Break 
Ausma Zehanat Khan - A Dangerous Crossing 
Sophie Kinsella - Surprise Me 
Donna Leon - The Temptation of Forgiveness 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Clare MacKintosh - Let Me Lie 
G.M. Malliet - In Prior’s Wood 
Peter May - I’ll Keep you Safe 
Stuart Mclean - Christmas at the Vinyl Café   
Tom Miller - The Philosopher’s Flight 
Christopher Moore - Noir 
Jojo Moyes - Still Me 
Fuminori Nakmura - Cult X 
Jo Nesbo - Macbeth 
Joyce Carol Oates - Beautiful Days 
Thomas Perry - The Bomb Maker 
 
 
 
 

Graeme Simsion - Two Steps Forward 
Simone St. James - The Broken Girls 
Danielle Steel - Accidental Heroes 
Victoria Thompson - Murder on Union Square 
Charles Todd - The Gate Keeper 
Guillermo Del Toro - The Shape of Water 
Abbi Waxman - Other People’s Houses 
Alison Weir - Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen 
Jacqueline Winspear - To Die But Once 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Keetsahnak: Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters edit-
ed by Kim Anderson et al 
Disappointment River: Finding and Losing the Northwest Pas-
sage by Brian Castner 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid 
Delaney 
The Wisdom of Wolves: Lessons From the Sawtooth Pack by 
Jim Dutcher 
Too Afraid To Cry: Memoir of a Stolen Childhood by Ali Cob-
by Eckermann 
The Year of Less: How I Stopped Shopping, Gave Away My 
Belongings, and Discovered Life Is Worth More Than Anything 
You Can Buy in a Store by Cait Flanders 
The Man Who Caught the Storm: The Life of Legendary Torna-
do Chaser Tim Samaras by Brantley Hargrove 
Making the Monster: The Science Behind Mary Shelley's Frank-
enstein by Kathryn Harkup 
At My Table by Nigella Lawson 
The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning: How to Free Your-
self and Your Family from a Lifetime of Clutter by Margareta 
Magnusson 
Along the Western Front by Leah Hennel 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
The Stowaway: A Young Man’s Extraordinary Adventure to 
Antarctica by Laurie Gwen Shapiro 
Because We Are Bad: OCD and a Girl Lost in Thought by Lily 
Bailey 
The Beginning of Everything: The Year I Lost My Mind and 
Found Myself by Andrea Buchanan 
The Science of Superheroes: The Secrets Behind Speed, 
Strength, Flight, Evolution, and More by Mark Brake 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Sleeping in the Ground by Peter Robinson  
At the doors of a charming country church, an unspeakable act destroys a wedding party. A huge manhunt ensues. The culprit 
is captured. The story is over. Except it isn't. For Alan Banks, still struggling with a tragic loss of his own, there's something wrong 
about this case — something unresolved. Reteaming with profiler Jenny Fuller, the relentless detective deeper into the crime... 
deep enough to unearth long-buried secrets that reshape everything Banks thought he knew about the events outside that chap-
el.  And when at last the shocking truth becomes clear, it's almost too late.        

 
Carol 
Unconquerable: The Invictus Spirit by Boris Starling 
The Invictus Games change lives and save lives. Created and spearheaded by Prince Harry, for whom this is a very personal cause, 
the Games are for current and former servicemen and women who have been wounded, injured or sick. Most races are about who 
gets to the finish line first. At the Invictus Games, even making the start line is an achievement beyond measure. Triple amputees, 
cancer survivors, multiple sclerosis patients, PTSD sufferers and many more all compete. They have been through the darkest of 
times, but in the camaraderie of competition they find hope anew. Unconquerable represents the spirit of the Games, upholding a 
message of self-determination, positivity and sacrifice. These stories of the Invictus athletes will inspire you, give you the courage 
and determination to succeed, and act as a ‘bedside Samaritan’ for anyone to turn to in their hour of need.             

 
Connie 
City of Lies by Victoria Thompson 
Every woman plays a part—but some are more dangerous than others. Like most women, Elizabeth Miles assumes many roles; 
unlike most, hers have made her a woman on the run. Living on the edge of society, Elizabeth uses her guile to relieve so-called 
respectable men of their ill-gotten gains. But brutal and greedy entrepreneur Oscar Thornton is out for blood. He’s lost a great deal 
of money and is not going to forgive a woman for outwitting him. With his thugs hot on her trail, Elizabeth seizes the moment to 
blend in with a group of women who have an agenda of their own. She never expects to like or understand these privileged wom-
en, but she soon comes to respect their intentions, forming an unlikely bond with the wealthy matriarch of the group whose son 
Gabriel is the rarest of species—an honest man in a dishonest world. She knows she’s playing a risky game, and her deception 
could be revealed at any moment, possibly even by sharp-eyed Gabriel. Nor has she been forgotten by Thornton, who’s biding his 
time within this gilded orbit, waiting to strike. Elizabeth must draw on her wits and every last ounce of courage she possesses to 
keep her new life from being cut short by this vicious shadow from her past.  
 

Emma Joy 
Finale by Becca Fitzpatrick  
Nora and Patch thought their troubles were behind them. Hank is gone and they should be able to put his ugly vendetta to rest. But 
in Hank's absence, Nora has become the unwitting head of the Nephilim and must finish what Hank began. Which ultimately 
means destroying the fallen angels - destroying Patch. Nora will never let that happen, so she and Patch make a plan: lead everyone 
to believe they have broken up, and work the system from the inside. Nora will convince the Nephilim that they are making a mis-
take in fighting the fallen angels, and Patch will find out everything he can from the opposing side. They will end this war before it 
can even begin. But the best-laid plans often go awry. Nora is put through the paces in her new role and finds herself drawn to an 
addictive power she never anticipated. As the battle lines are drawn, Nora and Patch must confront the differences that have always 
been between them and either choose to ignore them or let them destroy the love they have always fought for.          
 

Julie 
The Alchemist by Donna Boyd  
In a sweeping epic of dazzling magic, soaring suspense, and dark longing, three immortal souls are united by fate and a fearless 
ambition that will change the course of history–even as it destroys their own way of life. . . . On an upper floor of a plush, high-
security building on Central Park West, an elegant man sits in the office of Dr. Anne Kramer, confessing to the heinous murder 
that has horrified the modern world. Randolf Sontime is renowned for his personal charm, and Dr. Kramer is fighting to keep from 
falling victim to it. For the first time in her life, she truly understands the meaning of the word “charisma.” Not knowing that her 
own destiny is irrevocably tied to his, Anne Kramer listens to the story of Sontime’s life. “It began with the magic, you see. And 
so, perforce, must I.” As a boy named Han at the House of Ra, an isolated oasis in the Egyptian desert of a far ancient time, Son-
time lived in privilege. There the chosen were trained in the science of alchemy–magic, philosophy, miracles. Only two other initi-
ates were as skilled as he: Akan, quiet and studious, a boy whose thirst for knowledge was matched only by his hunger for truth; 
and Nefar, beautiful and brilliant, a girl as filled with wonder and unfathomable ambition as Han himself. Together they discovered 
that in union, theirs was a power unmatched in the physical world. But even in the House of Ra, there were boundaries to be ob-
served, knowledge that only the masters understood and feared. As the threesome’s thirst for answers–and for each other–
deepened, they were tempted by the dark arts that they had sworn to avoid. “Look at three magnificent youths who stand astride 
your world and scoff at the rules you must obey. . . . Look at us, and call us gods.” Their power was palpable, their desire total–
until the fateful moment when their alliance was forever damned, their gifts horribly corrupted.   
 



Kirstin 
The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia by Michael Booth   
Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten years and has grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-
tinted view of this part of the world offered up by the Western media. In this timely book, he leaves his adopted home of Denmark and em-
barks on a journey through all five of the Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their success, and, most intri-
guing of all, what they think of one another. Why are the Danes so happy despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really have the best 
education system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending their fantastic oil wealth? And 
why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People, Booth explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and 
why, and what their quirks and foibles are, and he explores why these societies have become so successful and models for the world. Along 
the way, a more nuanced, often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by suffocating parochialism, and populat-
ed by extremists of various shades.  

 

Mary 
My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout 
The profound mother-daughter bond is explored through a mother's hospital visit to her estranged daughter by the Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor of Olive Kitteridge and The Burgess Boys. Lucy Barton is recovering slowly from what should have been a simple operation. Her mother, 
to whom she hasn't spoken for many years, comes to see her. Gentle gossip about people from Lucy's childhood in Amgash, Illinois, seems to 
reconnect them, but just below the surface lie the tension and longing that have informed every aspect of Lucy's life: her escape from her trou-
bled family, her desire to become a writer, her marriage, her love for her two daughters. Knitting this powerful narrative together is the bril-
liant storytelling voice of Lucy herself: keenly observant, deeply human, and truly unforgettable.     
 

Melvyn 
A Line Made Walking by Sara Baume 
Struggling to cope with urban life - and life in general - Frankie retreats to her family's house on "turbine hill" in rural Ireland, vacant since her 
grandmother's death three years earlier. It is in this mouldering space, surrounded by countryside and wild creatures, that she can finally grap-
ple with the chain of events that led her here and maybe, regain her footing. With "prose that makes sure we look and listen," Sara Baume has 
written an elegant novel that is as much an exploration of wildness, the art world, mental illness, and community as it is a profoundly beautiful 
and powerful meditation on life.   
 

Miranda 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned -- from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of 
the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding 
principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren -- an enigmatic artist and single mother -- who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teen-
aged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson children are 
drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this 
carefully ordered community. When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts 
that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to un-
cover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs.   
 

Sharon 
Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, and Hard Truths in a Northern City by Tanya Talaga  
In 1966, twelve-year-old Chanie Wenjack froze to death on the railway tracks after running away from residential school. An inquest was 
called and four recommendations were made to prevent another tragedy. None of those recommendations were applied. More than a quarter of 
a century later, from 2000 to 2011, seven Indigenous high school students died in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The seven were hundreds of miles 
away from their families, forced to leave home and live in a foreign and unwelcoming city. Five were found dead in the rivers surrounding 
Lake Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. Jordan Wabasse, a gentle boy and star hockey player, disappeared into the minus twenty de-
grees Celsius night. The body of celebrated artist Norval Morrisseau’s grandson, Kyle, was pulled from a river, as was Curran Strang’s. 
Robyn Harper died in her boarding-house hallway and Paul Panacheese inexplicably collapsed on his kitchen floor. Reggie Bushie’s death 
finally prompted an inquest, seven years after the discovery of Jethro Anderson, the first boy whose body was found in the water. Using a 
sweeping narrative focusing on the lives of the students, award-winning investigative journalist Tanya Talaga delves into the history of this 
small northern city that has come to manifest Canada’s long struggle with human rights violations against Indigenous communities.          
      

Victoria 
Rituals by Kelly Armstrong  
Olivia Jones must make a choice. Caught between two rival supernatural forces, Liv was granted a brief period in which to make her decision. 
Now that time has run out. Whichever side she chooses, someone she loves will pay. Her lover, Ricky. Gabriel Walsh, the man she knows she 
cannot, must not love. Her parents, already trapped in prison.And now there is a new, terrifying power rising - one that doesn't distinguish 
between good and evil intentions. It feeds on chaos and destroys without mercy. Unless Liv acts fast, no one will survive. In this gripping 
thriller, international bestselling author Kelley Armstrong brings the Cainsville series to a powerful, richly rewarding climax.    



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

To Walk Invisible, directed by Sally Wainwright, revolves around the true life setting of the Brontë family in 1840s Ha-
worth, West Yorkshire, which was their home. In particular, attention is drawn to the relationship between the three 
sisters and Branwell (their brother) in the last three years of his life. After a doomed love affair, he sinks into alcohol-
ism and drug addiction. The title of the drama comes from a letter that Charlotte Brontë had written to her publisher 
about once meeting a clergyman who did not realise that she was Currer Bell. It suited her and her sisters that they were 
not famous; "What author would be without the advantage of being able to walk invisible?" Bleak, beautiful and bril-
liant. Rated 100% Fresh on Rotten Tomatoes 
 
Nise: O Coração da Loucura (Nise: The Heart of Madness), directed by Roberto Berliner. 1940's, Brazil- Dr. Nise da 
Silveira (Played by award-winning actress Gloria Pires) is at work in a psychiatric hospital on the outskirts of Rio de 
Janeiro and refuses to employ the new and violent electroshock for the treatment of schizophrenics. Ridiculed by doc-
tors, she is forced to take the abandoned Sector for Occupational Therapy, where she starts a revolution through paints, 
dogs and love. Through her efforts, renowned modern art museums opened their doors to artists nobody ever heard of. 
Many critics pointed out that these exhibitions revealed painters that went on to be ranked amongst the best Brazillian 
artists of the century. Behind this miracle there was no art academy, patron or dealer. The artists were schizophrenic, 
poor, hospitalized for several decades, abandoned by their families and hopeless to all but da Silveira. Nise tells the real 

life story of this "miracle" and the life of this rebellious, frail and engaging psychiatrist. Portuguese with English subtitles.   
 
Dark Angel, directed by Brian Percival, is the true story of serial killer Mary Ann Cotton, a 19th-century British wom-
an from northern England who escaped life as a coal miner wife's life by hitting upon a seemingly infallible scheme: 
taking out modest life insurance policies on her intended victims and then poisoning them with arsenic, which was diffi-
cult to detect at the time. This is the story of a troubled woman drawn ever deeper into a career of casual murder, while 
her loved ones and friends, who were also her victims, never suspected a thing.    
 
 
 
 
A United Kingdom directed by Amma Asante, is based on extraordinary true events. In 1947, Seretse Khama, the King 
of Botswana, met Ruth Williams, a London office worker. They were a perfect match, yet their proposed marriage was 
challenged not only by their families but by the British and South African governments. The latter had recently intro-
duced the policy of apartheid and found the notion of a biracial couple ruling a neighboring country intolerable. South 
Africa threatened the British: either thwart the couple or be denied access to South African uranium and gold and face 
the risk of South Africa invading Botswana.  
 
 
Lady Macbeth, directed by William Oldroyd. Passion ignites culture clash in this provocative coming-of-age story, 
based on the best-selling novel by Philip Roth. Marcus, a student from New Jersey arrives at a small conservative col-
lege in Ohio. He becomes infatuated with his class mate Olivia. The mutual attraction sparks a torrid encounter with 
consequences no one ever could have imagined. He puts his family's best-laid plans and his own beliefs to the ultimate 
test.  
 
 
 
 
Age of Shadows, directed by Jee-woon Kim. Lee Jung-chool, a Korean police captain in the Japanese police force, is 
given a special mission to infiltrate the armed resistance fighting for Korean independence. He approaches Kim Woo-
jin, a leader of the resistance. These two men who stand on opposite sides of their historical era, each knowing the iden-
tity and intentions of the other, become close without revealing their inner thoughts. Meanwhile intel is being leaked on 
both sides, and no one knows who the informants are. Members of the resistance meet in Shanghai to obtain explosives 
that will be used to destroy facilities of the Japanese Headquarters in Seoul, while the Japanese police follow them and 
gather in Shanghai. The pursued and the pursuers, locked in an operation where each side uses the other and is thrown 
into a confusion of secret enmity and conciliation. Meanwhile, a train carrying explosives passes the border and heads 

towards Seoul. Korean with English subtitles 
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Lady Miss Mary 

he Library Ladies 
had enjoyed a few 
days off for the Festi-
val of Christmas and 

were now ready to meet the 
New Year with renewed ener-
gy.  The month of January 
could be a very long month 
and the weather wizards had 
already started to drop the 
temperatures in the king-
dom.  This would cause the 
subjects to seek refuge in the 
Royal Library where it was 
warm and welcoming.  There 
are many interesting special 
days in January and this 
scribe will present a few for 
your perusal. 
 
Lady Christina had enjoyed Christmas but would also en-
joy celebrating Unique People day on January 10th.  This 
day celebrates people who are extraordinary, intriguing 
and quirky. (She's also a very lovely person.) 
 
Lady Connie had taken some time off for her favour-
ite season and would probably be ready to celebrate Na-
tional Sleep day on January 3rd. The Canadian Medical 
Association has determined that sleeping is good for your 
mental and physical health. 
 
Lady Sharon had spent a quiet, serene holiday at home and 
due to her expertise in packaging books she should cele-
brate the last Monday of the month; Bubble Wrap Appre-
ciation day.  Not only does this wonderful product keep 
everything safe, popping these bubbles relieves stress. 
 
Lady Mary had spent a noisy, fun-filled holiday with 
her children and grandchildren.  She looked forward to 
January 21st when she could celebrate Squirrel Apprecia-
tion day.  This is a squirrel amnesty day when these cute 
creatures should not be scolded for stealing bird's treats 
and be given extra treats for themselves. 
 
Lady Miranda's children had been unwell for Christmas 
causing a little more stress for the season.  On January 
19th she will be able to celebrate National Popcorn day, 
her favourite snack.  This is the day that you pop your fa-
vourite corn and kick back, looking forward to National 
Caramel Corn day in April. 
 
Wizard Melvyn had also taken some time off  and 
would enjoy January 16th, Appreciate a Dragon Day.  Ac-
cording to Donita K. Paul, the creator of this special day, 
you should use this day to learn and explore the cultural 
and historic significance of dragons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Victoria had, once 
again, disappeared for a time 
and at time of writing, had 
not reappeared but this 
scribe is sure she is fi-
ne.  Seeing as Lady Victoria 
was so into books, therefore 
words, she would probably 
enjoy Thesaurus Day on Jan-
uary 18th.  This celebrates 
the birthday of Peter Roget 
who was born in 1779. 
 
Lady Kirstin had spoiled the 
book club ladies and Lady 
Mary with delicious bak-
ing.  This scribe believes that 
she would enjoy National 

Handwriting day on January 23rd.  This day celebrates the 
importance of handwriting.  It is very interesting that de-
spite computers, stationary stores report a healthy profit 
from pens and paper. 
 
Lady Amy had enjoyed her family over the holidays and 
she and her husband had received some very thoughtful 
gifts from their children.  On January 19th we should 
all celebrate National Tin Can day.  Invented in the early 
1800s, the tin can revolutionized the storage of perishable 
food.  The Tin Can Day motto:  "Yes, we can!" Also inter-
esting, the can opener was not invented for another fifty 
years. 
 
Lady Julie had enjoyed the company of her family for the 
holidays and had taken her dog for very brisk walks in the 
morning.  This scribe hopes that Lady Julie participates in 
Fruitcake Toss Day on January 3rd.  This is a day when 
friends gather with their leftover fruitcake and go to a field 
to see how far they can throw this holiday delicacy.  If you 
do not toss your fruitcake on this day, you must keep it 
until next Christmas. 
 
Lady Emma Joy enjoyed (I hope) her holidays that were 
filled with lots of family but what's even better on January 
28 she could celebrate National Kazoo day.  Alabama 
Vest of Macon, Georgia made the first kazoo in 1840 for 
people who could not play an instrument of any kind. 
 
Lady Carol had a good report from her holidays.  On Janu-
ary 10th it is Houseplant Appreciation Day. This day sig-
nifies that the holidays are over and it's time to remember 
your loyal houseplants that you have neglected during the 
chaos.  These patches of green will lift your spirits in the 
greyness of January and are the only chance you have to 
play in the dirt until spring. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 
 
 
 
 

T The Library Ladies 


