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The Library will be CLOSED Wednesday, February 6, and Monday, February 18. 
 
New Year Reading Challenge: Star t your  2019 on the r ight reading foot by par ticipating a 
challenge to diversify your reading! Every participant will earn a reward! Pick up a challenge book-
mark at the library and check out our curated display of reading suggestions. Return your completed 
challenge bookmark to the library between March 1 and March 8 to claim your prize! For ages 16+. 
 
Book Club: For  our  March 5 meeting we are reading No Good Asking by Fran Kimmel, a pro-

foundly moving exploration of our capacity to heal one another. Fran will be joining us to talk about 

her book!    

Four Eyes Film Series: Wednesday, February 20, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas: Beautiful 

Boy, directed by Felix van Groeningen. Showing one night only! See next page for details. 

Armchair Travel: Tuesday, February 12, 7pm in the LMC. “Travelling in the ‘Stans,” presented 

by Denise Herr. 

Local History series: Thursday, February 28, 7pm in the LMC. “A History of the Lacombe and 

District Music Festival,” presented by Sylvia Gillespie.  

Adult Craft Programs: Check out our website for information about our regular and special craft 

programming for adults. Card making, jewellery nights, colouring club, knitting and more! 

Children’s Programs: All children’s programs have been cancelled until further notice. 

 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 
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Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer use 

Printing 
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Scan-to-email 
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eBook/Audio downloads 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe 

City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before 

the film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availa-

bility. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket 

proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

February 20 > Beautiful Boy, directed by Felix van Groeningen  

Based on the bestselling pair of memoirs by father and son David and Nic Sheff, Felix van Groeningen's film chronicles the heart-

breaking and inspiring experience of survival, relapse, and recovery in a family coping with addiction over many years. David 

Sheff (Steve Carell) is a kind, loving, middle-class dad. He and his wife, Vicki (Amy Ryan), seem to have done everything right 

for their family. So when son Nic (Timothée Chalamet) gets addicted to methamphetamine, David can't believe it, can't stop it, 

and can't help but risk everything to try to get his son back. As he grapples with Nic's lies, betrayals, and constant flirtations with 

death, the film reminds us of who Nic used to be - a sweet, thoughtful, beautiful boy. As the Sheffs confront the intractable, un-

predictable beast of addiction, they must at the same time confront the fact that Nic's pain might also be his choice. Beautiful Boy 

doesn't shy away from the harsh reality of this family's struggle, but frames it with a surprising amount of life, love, and hope. 

USA // 111 min // English // Rated: 14A  

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Vita Nostra by Marina and Sergey Dyachenko, translation by Julia Meitov Hersey 
The definitive English language translation of the internationally acclaimed Russian novel--a brilliant dark fantasy 
combining psychological suspense, enchantment, and terror that makes us consider human existence in a fresh and 
provocative way. 
Our life is brief . . .Sasha Samokhina has been accepted to the Institute of Special Technologies. Or, more precise-
ly, she's been chosen. Situated in a tiny village, she finds the students are bizarre, and the curriculum even more so. 
The books are impossible to read, the lessons obscure to the point of maddening, and the work refuses memoriza-
tion. Using terror and coercion to keep the students in line, the school does not punish them for their transgressions 
and failures; instead, it is their families that pay a terrible price. Yet despite her fear, Sasha undergoes changes that 
defy the dictates of matter and time; experiences which are nothing she has ever dreamed of . . . and suddenly all 

she could ever want. A complex blend of adventure, magic, science, and philosophy that probes the mysteries of existence, filtered 
through a distinct Russian sensibility, this is an astonishing work of speculative fiction, brilliantly translated. 

 
The Western Wind by Samantha Harvey  
15th century Oakham, in Somerset; a tiny village cut off by a big river with no bridge. When a man is swept away 
by the river in the early hours of Shrove Saturday, an explanation has to be found: accident, suicide or murder? 
The village priest, John Reve, is privy to many secrets in his role as confessor. But will he be able to unravel what 
happened to the victim, Thomas Newman, the wealthiest, most capable and industrious man in the village? And 
what will happen if he can’t? Moving back in time towards the moment of Thomas Newman’s death, the story is 
related by Reve – an extraordinary creation, a patient shepherd to his wayward flock, and a man with secrets of his 
own to keep. Through his eyes, and his indelible voice, Harvey creates a medieval world entirely tangible in its 
immediacy.            
 
 
The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict  
An isolated town devastated by drought is brought to its knees when a charismatic young priest commits an un-
thinkable last act.... One year later, journalist Martin Scarsden arrives in Riversend to see how the victims are cop-
ing as the anniversary of the tragedy approaches. What he finds is a town on the brink of collapse: failing busi-
nesses, residents fleeing to the city, and a community divided over the priest who has put them in the spotlight. 
Was he a sinner or a saint? And what was the real reason behind his shocking breakdown? The locals all have 
their own theories, and not everyone accepts the story the public has been told--the one Martin's own newspaper 
reported in an award-winning investigation. What was supposed to be a simple assignment turns deadly when the 
town's long-buried secrets finally come to light. Soon, Martin can't ignore his doubts about the facts of the case. 
As he risks it all to uncover a story darker and more complex than anyone first realized, Martin must ask himself if 
he's doing this to find the truth ... or to keep his own personal demons at bay. Amid revelations of violence and 

murder in the fierce heat of the Scrublands--miles of arid backwoods ready to ignite--Hammer's atmospheric debut is a haunting and 
powerful story about human fallibility, guilt, and hope and redemption.          

 
The Paragon Hotel by Lyndsay Faye 
The year is 1921, and “Nobody” Alice James is on a cross-country train, carrying a bullet wound and fleeing for 
her life following an illicit drug and liquor deal gone horribly wrong. Desperate to get as far away as possible from 
New York City and those who want her dead, she has her sights set on Oregon: a distant frontier that seems the 
end of the line. She befriends Max, a black Pullman porter who reminds her achingly of Harlem, who leads Alice 
to the Paragon Hotel upon arrival in Portland. Her unlikely sanctuary turns out to be the only all-black hotel in the 
city, and its lodgers seem unduly terrified of a white woman on the premises. But as she meets the churlish Dr. 
Pendleton, the stately Mavereen, and the unforgettable club chanteuse Blossom Fontaine, she begins to understand 
the reason for their dread. The Ku Klux Klan has arrived in Portland in fearful numbers–burning crosses, inciting 
violence, electing officials, and brutalizing blacks. And only Alice, along with her new “family” of Paragon resi-
dents, are willing to search for a missing mulatto child who has mysteriously vanished into the Oregon woods. “A 

riveting multilevel thriller that throbs with menace as it hums with wit.”—Kirkus Reviews, starred review 
 

Spectacle : Rare and Astonishing Photographs foreword by Mark Thiessen 
In life, there are certain sights that are as beautiful as they are unforgettable--from a majestic supercell to the se-
crets of a deep blue ice cave to the world's largest library. These fascinating spectacles shock us in their diversity, 
their complexity, and their epic scale, bringing us the miraculous beauty of our planet. Featuring more than 200 
color images, including acclaimed photography from the National Geographic Image Collection, this volume pre-
sents a dazzling array of natural and manmade wonders, unusual phenomena, and amusing curiosities. Each page 
will enlighten and inspire, presenting our world at its best.  

https://search.prl.ab.ca/client/en_US/alac/search/results?qu=western+wind&te=


On the same page 
Discover new books & authors 

The Plague 
 
Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks 
When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London to an isolated village, a housemaid named Anna Frith 
emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer. Through Anna's eyes we follow the story of the fateful year of 1666, as 
she and her fellow villagers confront the spread of disease and superstition. As death reaches into every household 
and villagers turn from prayers to murderous witch-hunting, Anna must find the strength to confront the disintegra-
tion of her community and the lure of illicit love. As she struggles to survive and grow, a year of catastrophe be-
comes instead annus mirabilis, a "year of wonders." Inspired by the true story of Eyam, a village in the rugged hill 
country of England, Year of Wonders is a richly detailed evocation of a singular moment in history.   
 
   
The Last Hours by Minette Walters  
When the Black Death enters England through the port in Dorsetshire in June 1348, no one knows what manner of 
sickness it is—or how it spreads and kills so quickly. The Church cites God as the cause, and fear grips the people as 
they come to believe that the plague is a punishment for wickedness. But Lady Anne of Develish has her own ideas. 
Educated by nuns, Anne is a rarity among women, being both literate and knowledgeable. With her brutal husband 
absent from the manor when news of this pestilence reaches her, she looks for more sensible ways to protect her peo-
ple than daily confessions of sin. She decides to bring her serfs inside the safety of the moat that surrounds her man-
or house, then refuses entry to anyone else, even her husband. Lady Anne makes an enemy of her daughter and her 
husband’s steward by doing so, but her resolve is strengthened by the support of her leading serfs...until food stocks 
run low. The nerves of all are tested by continued confinement and ignorance of what is happening in the world out-

side. The people of Develish are alive. But for how long? And what will they discover when the time comes for them to cross the 
moat again? Compelling and suspenseful, The Last Hours is a riveting tale of human ingenuity and endurance set against the worst 
pandemic in history. In Lady Anne of Develish—leader, savior, heretic—Walters has created her most memorable heroine to date.   

 
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish  
An intellectual and emotional jigsaw puzzle of a novel. Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first cen-
tury, The Weight of Ink is the interwoven tale of two women of remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant 
from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an 
ailing historian with a love of Jewish history. As the novel opens, Helen has been summoned by a former student to 
view a cache of seventeenth-century Jewish documents newly discovered in his home during a renovation. Enlisting 
the help of Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as impatient as he is charming, and in a race with another fast
-moving team of historians, Helen embarks on one last project: to determine the identity of the documents’ scribe, 
the elusive “Aleph.” Electrifying and ambitious, sweeping in scope and intimate in tone, The Weight of Ink is a so-

phisticated work of historical fiction about women separated by centuries, and the choices and sacrifices they must make in or-
der reconcile the life of the heart and mind. .  

 
Fire by C.C. Humphreys 
Fires don't start by themselves. They need someone to light them. What are friends for? As the Great Plague of Lon-
don loosens its grip at last, Charles II's court moves back to the city, the theatres reopen and a new year arrives. 
1666. It cannot be more terrible than the previous year, surely? But it can. For many will strive to make it so; to fi-
nally rid London of the curse that brought the plague upon it. A wholesale cleansing is required if society is to be 
born again. What's more it seems that a serial killer who stalked hand in hand with the Plague might not be dead 
after all. Together with actress Sarah Chalker, highwayman William Coke and thief-taker Pitman come together as 
one, determined to stop the brutal murder of London's rich and poor once and for all. But another threat is on the 
way. It hasn't rained in five months. London is a tinderbox--politically, sexually and religiously. The Great Fire of 
London is about to ignite. And the final confrontation between Coke, Pitman and Sarah Chalker and their murderous 

adversary will be decided against a background of apocalypse.  
 
Dark Aemelia by Sally O’Reilly 
The daughter of a Venetian musician, Aemilia Bassano came of age in Queen Elizabeth's royal court. The Queen's 
favorite, she develops a love of poetry and learning, maturing into a young woman known not only for her beauty 
but also her sharp mind and quick tongue. Aemilia becomes the mistress of Lord Hunsdon, but her position is pre-
carious. Then she crosses paths with an impetuous playwright named William Shakespeare and begins an impas-
sioned but ill-fated affair.A decade later, the Queen is dead, and Aemilia Bassano is now Aemilia Lanyer, fallen 
from favor and married to a fool. Like the rest of London, she fears the plague. And when her young son Henry 
takes ill, Aemilia resolves to do anything to save him, even if it means seeking help from her estranged lover, Will-
or worse, making a pact with the Devil himself. In rich, vivid detail, Sally O'Reilly breathes life into England's first 
female poet, a mysterious woman nearly forgotten by history. Full of passion and devilish schemes, Dark Aemilia is 

a tale worthy of the Bard.  
 
 



Adult Fiction 
 

Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Andre Alexis - Days By Moonlight 
Fiona Barton - The Suspect 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Rhys Bowen - The Victory Garden 
C.J. Box - Wolf Pack 
Alan Bradley - The Golden Tresses of the Dead 
Patricia Briggs - Storm Chased 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
M.J. Cates - Into That Fire 
Lee Child - Past Tense 
Laura Childs - Eggs on Ice 
Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke - You Don’t Own 
Me 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
John Connelly - Dark Sacred Night  
Bernard Cornwell - War of the Wolf 
Niklas Natt och Dag - The Wolf and the Watchman 
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Tim Dorsey - No Sunscreen for the Dead 
Imogen Edwards-Jones - Witches of St. Petersburg 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Kate Ellis - The Boy Who Lived With the Dead 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Stephanie Evanovich - Under the Table 
Lyndsay Faye - The Paragon Hotel 
Jessica Fellowes - Bright Young Dead 
Jasper Fforde - Early Riser 
Joy Fielding - All the Wrong Places 
Mick Finlay - The Murder Pit 
Lydia Fitzpatrick - Lights All Night Long 
Therese Anne Fowler - A Well-Behaved Woman 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
Tracey Garvis Graves - The Girl He Used to Know 
Anne Griffin - When All Is Said 
Elly Griffiths - The Stranger Diaries 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
Stacey Halls - The Familiars 
Steve Hamilton - Honorable Assassin 
Sophie Hannah - The Next to Die 
Amy Harmon - What the Wind Knows 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  
C.S. Harris - Who Slays the Wicked 
Peter Heller - The River 
Sally Hepworth - The Mother-in-Law 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Anne Hillerman - The Tale Teller 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 

 
 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Greg Iles - Cemetery Road 
Evan James - Cheer Up, Mr. Witticombe 
J.A. Jance - The A List 
Bali Kaur Jaswel - The Unlikely Adventures of the  
Shergill Sisters 
Pam Jenoff - The Lost Girls of Paris 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Ragnar Jonasson - Rupture 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Guy Gavriel Kay - A Brightness Long Ago 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Julia Kelly - The Light Over Condon 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Stephen King - Elevation 
Thomas King - Matter of Malice 
Sophie Kinsella - I Owe You One 
Caroline Lea - The Glass Woman 
Donna Leon - Unto Us a Son Is Given 
Diane Les Becquets - The Last Woman in the Forest 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Elinor Lipman - Good Riddance 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Stewart O’Nan - Henry, Himself 
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
Alan Parks - February’s Son 
Anne Perry - Triple Jeopardy 
Rosella Postorino - At the Wolf’s Table 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Eden Robinson - Trickster Drift 
Maurice Carlos Ruffin - We Cast a Shadow 
Craig Russell - The Devil Aspect 
Namwali Serpell - The Old Drift 
Lisa Scottoline - Someone Knows 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Lisa See - The Island of Sea Women 
Ali Smith - Spring 
Danielle Steel - Blessing in Disguise 
Charles Todd - The Black Ascot 
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Alison Weir - Anne of Kleve 
Ann Weisgarber - The Glovemaker 
G. Willow Wilson - The Bird King 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Night of Miracles by Elizabeth Berg  
Lucille Howard is getting on in years, but she stays busy. Thanks to the inspiration of her dearly departed friend Arthur Truluv, she 
has begun to teach baking classes, sharing the secrets to her delicious classic Southern yellow cake, the perfect pinwheel cookies, 
and other sweet essentials. Her classes have become so popular that she's hired Iris, a new resident of Mason, Missouri, as an assis-
tant. Iris doesn't know how to bake but she needs to keep her mind off a big decision she sorely regrets. When a new family moves 
in next door and tragedy strikes, Lucille begins to look out for Lincoln, their son. Lincoln's parents aren't the only ones in town fac-
ing hard choices and uncertain futures. In these difficult times, the residents of Mason come together and find the true power of 
community--just when they need it the most.     
 

Carol 
Over a Thousand Hills I Walk with You by Hanna Jansen, translated by Elizabeth D. Crawford  
Before that fateful April day, Jeanne lived the life of a typical Rwandan girl. She bickered with her little sister, went to school, 
teased her brother. Then, in one horrifying night, everything changed. Political troubles unleashed a torrent of violence upon the 
Tutsi ethnic group. Jeanne's family, all Tutsis, fled their home and tried desperately to reach safety. They did not succeed. As the 
only survivor of her family's massacre, Jeanne witnessed unspeakable acts. This haunting story was told to Jeanne's adoptive moth-
er, and here she makes unforgettably real the events of the 1994 Rwandan genocide.      

 
Connie 
Tails, You Lose by Carol J. Perry  
After losing her job as a TV psychic, Lee Barrett has decided to volunteer her talents as an instructor at the Tabitha Trumbull Acad-
emy of the Arts--known as "The Tabby"--in her hometown of Salem, Massachusetts. But when the school's handyman turns up 
dead under seemingly inexplicable circumstances on Christmas night, Lee's clairvoyant capabilities begin bubbling to the surface 
once again.  The Tabby is housed in the long-vacant Trumbull's Department Store. As Lee and her intrepid students begin work on 
a documentary charting the store's history, they unravel a century of family secrets, deathbed whispers--and a mysterious labyrinth 
of tunnels hidden right below the streets of Salem. Even the witches in town are spooked, and when Lee begins seeing visions in the 
large black patent leather pump in her classroom, she's certain something evil is afoot. But ghosts in the store's attic are the least of 
her worries with a killer on the loose. . .       
 

Emma Joy 
A Darker Shade of Magic by V.E. Schwab  
Kell was raised in Arnes—Red London—and officially serves the Maresh Empire as an ambassador, traveling between the frequent 
bloody regime changes in White London and the court of George III in the dullest of Londons, the one without any magic left to 
see. Unofficially, Kell is a smuggler, servicing people willing to pay for even the smallest glimpses of a world they'll never see. It's 
a defiant hobby with dangerous consequences, which Kell is now seeing firsthand. After an exchange goes awry, Kell escapes to 
Grey London and runs into Delilah Bard, a cut-purse with lofty aspirations. She first robs him, then saves him from a deadly enemy, 
and finally forces Kell to spirit her to another world for a proper adventure. Now perilous magic is afoot, and treachery lurks at eve-
ry turn. To save all of the worlds, they'll first need to stay alive. 
 

Julie 
My Grandmother Sends Her Regards and Apologises by Fredrik Backman, translated by Henning Koch   
Elsa is seven years old and different. Her grandmother is seventy-seven years old and crazy, standing-on-the-balcony-firing-
paintball-guns-at-men-who-want-to-talk-about-Jesus-crazy. She is also Elsa's best, and only, friend. At night Elsa takes refuge in 
her grandmother's stories, in the Land of Almost-Awake and the Kingdom of Miamas where everybody is different and nobody 
needs to be normal. When Elsa's grandmother dies and leaves behind a series of letters apologizing to people she has wronged, 
Elsa's greatest adventure begins. Her grandmother's letters lead her to an apartment building full of drunks, monsters, attack dogs, 
and totally ordinary old crones, but also to the truth about fairytales and kingdoms and a grandmother like no other.         
 
 
 
 
 



Kirstin 
The Map of Salt and Stars by Jennifer Zeynab Joukhadar  
In the summer of 2011, just after Nour loses her father to cancer, her mother moves Nour and her sisters from New York City back to 
Syria to be closer to their family. In order to keep her father’s spirit as she adjusts to her new home, Nour tells herself their favorite 
story—the tale of Rawiya, a twelfth-century girl who disguised herself as a boy in order to apprentice herself to a famous mapmaker. 
But the Syria Nour’s parents knew is changing, and it isn’t long before the war reaches their quiet Homs neighborhood. When a stray 
shell destroys Nour’s house and almost takes her life, she and her family are forced to choose: stay and risk more violence or flee 
across seven countries of the Middle East and North Africa in search of safety—along the very route Rawiya and her mapmaker took 
eight hundred years before in their quest to chart the world. As Nour’s family decides to take the risk, their journey becomes more and 
more dangerous, until they face a choice that could mean the family will be separated forever.     

 
Mary 
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
“Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.” 
Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read 
by creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest 
teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself 
and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up 
with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think 
alike.          

 
Melvyn 
Beastie Boys Book by Michael Diamond, Adam Horovitz 
Formed as a New York City hardcore band in 1981, Beastie Boys struck an unlikely path to global hip hop superstardom. Here is their 
story, told for the first time in the words of the band. Adam "ADROCK" Horovitz and Michael "Mike D" Diamond offer revealing 
and very funny accounts of their transition from teenage punks to rap stardom. For more than thirty years, this band has had an ines-
capable and indelible influence on popular culture. With a style as distinctive and eclectic as a Beastie Boys album, Beastie Boys 
Book upends the typical music memoir. Alongside the band narrative you will find rare photos, original illustrations, a cookbook by 
chef Roy Choi, a graphic novel, a map of Beastie Boys' New York, mixtape playlists, pieces by guest contributors, and many more 
surprises.   
 

Miranda 
Plainsong by Kent Haruf 
In the small town of Holt, Colorado, a high school teacher is confronted with raising his two boys alone after their mother retreats first 
to the bedroom, then altogether. A teenage girl—her father long since disappeared, her mother unwilling to have her in the house—is 
pregnant, alone herself, with nowhere to go. And out in the country, two brothers, elderly bachelors, work the family homestead, the 
only world they've ever known. From these unsettled lives emerges a vision of life, and of the town and landscape that bind them to-
gether—their fates somehow overcoming the powerful circumstances of place and station, their confusion, curiosity, dignity and hu-
mor intact and resonant. As the milieu widens to embrace fully four generations, Kent Haruf displays an emotional and aesthetic au-
thority to rival the past masters of a classic American tradition. Utterly true to the rhythms and patterns of life, Plainsong is a novel to 
care about, believe in, and learn from.   
 

Sharon 
The 7½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart Turton 
Evelyn Hardcastle will be murdered at 11:00 p.m. There are eight days, and eight witnesses for you to inhabit. We will only let you 
escape once you tell us the name of the killer. Understood? Then let's begin… Evelyn Hardcastle will die. Every day until Aiden 
Bishop can identify her killer and break the cycle. But every time the day begins again, Aiden wakes up in the body of a different 
guest. And some of his hosts are more helpful than others… The most inventive debut of the year twists together a mystery of such 
unexpected creativity it will leave readers guessing until the very last page..     
 

Victoria 
What If It's Us by Becky Albertalli & Adam Silvera 
Arthur is only in New York for the summer, but if Broadway has taught him anything, it’s that the universe can deliver a showstop-
ping romance when you least expect it. Ben thinks the universe needs to mind its business. If the universe had his back, he wouldn’t 
be on his way to the post office carrying a box of his ex-boyfriend’s things. But when Arthur and Ben meet-cute at the post office, 
what exactly does the universe have in store for them? Maybe nothing. Maybe everything.  



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

The Child in Time, directed by Julian Farino. Stephen Lewis, a successful writer of children's books, 
is confronted with the unthinkable: he loses his only child, four-year-old Kate, in a supermarket. In 
one horrifying moment that replays itself over the years that follow, Stephen realises his daughter is 
gone. With tenderness and insight, the film explores a marriage devastated by the loss of a child. 
Kate's absence sets Stephen and his wife, Julie, on diverging paths as both struggle with an all-
consuming grief. With the passage of time, a balance of sorts returns, until hope surfaces and tri-
umphs unexpectedly. Based on the novel of the same title by Ian McEwan. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scent of Rain and Lightning, directed by Blake Robbins. When a young woman in the Midwest 
learns her parents' killer has been released from jail, rumblings in her small town suggest he may be 
innocent. She begins questioning the police investigation and witnesses, and uncovers her own family 
secrets to piece together the shocking truth. Based on the bestselling novel of the same title by Nancy 
Pickard. Rated 100% fresh by critics on rottentomatoes.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Little Stranger, directed by Lenny Abrahamson, tells the story of Dr. Faraday, the son of a 
housemaid, who has built a life of quiet respectability as a country doctor. During the long hot sum-
mer of 1948, he is called to a patient at Hundreds Hall, where his mother once worked. The Hall has 
been home to the Ayres family for more than two centuries. But it is now in decline and its inhabit-
ants - mother, son and daughter - are haunted by something more ominous than a dying way of life. 
When he takes on his new patient, Faraday has no idea how closely, and how disturbingly, the fami-
ly's story is about to become entwined with his own. Based on the novel of the same title by Sarah 
Waters.    
 
 
 
On Chesil Beach, directed by Dominic Cooke. In England in 1962, Edward Mayhew and Florence 
Ponting first meet after graduating from their respective universities. He is a history major and rock-
and-roll lover; she is a classical violinist with her own burgeoning quartet. They fall in love quickly, 
engage in a pleasant courtship, meet each other's families, and eventually decide to get married, de-
spite their differences in background and social status. The film explores the societal pressure that 
can accompany physical intimacy, leading to an awkward and fateful wedding night that changes the 
course of their lives forever. Adapted by Ian McEwan from his bestselling novel of the same title. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

February Spotlight 
By the Book 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 


