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Mary C. Moore Public Library 

Announcements & Events                        About Us 

Online newsletter: http://www.lacombelibrary.com/newsletter / 
 
Software update: The library will be open Noon-8pm Monday, February 5. Our online catalogue 
will not be available 8am - approximately noon that morning. 
 
Fundraiser for the Library: Books & Bevvies, Saturday, March 10, 7-10pm at the Library 
Tickets $20 per person, available at the library beginning February 1. Enjoy beer sampling from 
Blindman Brewing, wine sampling from Chateau Wine & Spirits, appetizers from HT Catering and 
raffles. Presented by the City of Lacombe Library Board.  
 
Book Club: For  our  March 6 meeting we are reading The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. After  
witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is complicated when 
the police and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn what happened the night 
Kahlil died.   
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe. Films 
are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe City 
Cinemas. See next page for all the details! 
 
Geneology Club: Are you a fan of family history? Do you have tips to share with other  enthusi-
asts, or need adivce on how to begin your research? Come to genealogy club, second Tuesday of the 
month, 4:30pm in the library. Upcoming meetings: Feb 13, March 13, April 10.  
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, February 13, 7pm in the LMC: “Africa,” presented by Lavina Stew-
art.  
 
Local History series: Thur sday, February 22, 7pm in the LMC: “Dr. Sun Yat-Sen and His 
Times,” presented by Peipei Zhang 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: February 14 & 28, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and 
enjoy quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. 
Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming 
dates. 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  winter /spr ing programs began Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2 at 10am. Classes run January 9 through February 16, February 27 through March 6 and March 
17 through May 25. Children will be registered for the whole program. There is a one-time fee of $5, 
or a craft supply donation. Stop by or visit our website for information about monthly special events 
for kids. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

February 21 > The Leisure Seeker, directed by Paolo Virzi  

The Leisure Seeker stars award-winning, screen legends Helen Mirren and Donald Sutherland as a runaway couple going on an 

unforgettable journey in the faithful old RV they call "The Leisure Seeker," travelling from Boston to The Ernest Hemingway 

Home in Key West. They recapture their passion for life and their love for each other on a road trip that provides revelation and 

surprise right up to the very end. 

 

Italy/France // 112 mins // English // Rated: not yet rated  

 

Tickets will be available at the library beginning February 1. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Paradox Bound by Peter Clines 
Nothing ever changes in Sanders. The town’s still got a video store, for god’s sake.   So why doesn’t Eli Teague 
want to leave?   Not that he’d ever admit it, but maybe he’s been waiting—waiting for the traveler to come back. 
The one who’s roared into his life twice before, pausing just long enough to drop tantalizing clues before disap-
pearing in a cloud of gunfire and a squeal of tires. The one who’s a walking anachronism, with her tricorne hat, 
flintlock rifle, and steampunked Model-A Ford.   The one who’s being pursued by…something.   So when the 
mysterious traveler finally reappears, Eli’s determined that this time, he’s going to get some answers. But his 
hunt soon yields far more than he bargained for, plunging him headlong into a dizzying world full of competing 
factions and figures straight out of legend.   To make sense of the mystery at its heart, he must embark on a 
breakneck chase across the country and through two centuries of history-—with nothing less than America’s 
past, present, and future at stake.       
 
The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning: How to Free Yourself and Your Family from a Lifetime of Clutter by 
Margareta Magnusson 
In Sweden there is a kind of decluttering called döstädning, dö meaning “death” and städning meaning 
“cleaning.” This surprising and invigorating process of clearing out unnecessary belongings can be undertaken at 
any age or life stage but should be done sooner than later, before others have to do it for you. In The Gentle Art 
of Swedish Death Cleaning, artist Margareta Magnusson, with Scandinavian humor and wisdom, instructs read-
ers to embrace minimalism. Her radical and joyous method for putting things in order helps families broach sen-
sitive conversations, and makes the process uplifting rather than overwhelming. Margareta suggests which pos-
sessions you can easily get rid of (unworn clothes, unwanted presents, more plates than you’d ever use) and 
which you might want to keep (photographs, love letters, a few of your children’s art projects). Digging into her 
late husband’s tool shed, and her own secret drawer of vices, Margareta introduces an element of fun to a poten-
tially daunting task. Along the way readers get a glimpse into her life in Sweden, and also become more comfort-

able with the idea of letting go.           
 
The Boat People by Sharon Bala  
Inspired by a real incident, The Boat People is a gripping and morally complex novel about a group of refugees 
who survive a perilous ocean voyage to reach Canada – only to face the threat of deportation and accusations of 
terrorism in their new land. When the rusty cargo ship carrying Mahindan and five hundred fellow refugees 
reaches the shores of British Columbia, the young father is overcome with relief: he and his six-year-old son can 
finally put Sri Lanka’s bloody civil war behind them and begin new lives. Instead, the group is thrown into pris-
on, with government officials and news headlines speculating that hidden among the “boat people” are members 
of a terrorist militia. As suspicion swirls and interrogation mounts, Mahindan fears the desperate actions he took 
to survive and escape Sri Lanka now jeopardize his and his son’s chances for asylum. Told through the alternat-
ing perspectives of Mahindan; his lawyer Priya, who reluctantly represents the migrants; and Grace, a third-
generation Japanese-Canadian adjudicator who must decide Mahindan’s fate, The Boat People is a high-stakes 

novel that offers a deeply compassionate lens through which to view the current refugee crisis. Inspired by real events, with vivid 
scenes that move between the eerie beauty of northern Sri Lanka and combative refugee hearings in Vancouver, where life and 
death decisions are made, Sharon Bala’s stunning debut is an unforgettable and necessary story for our times.   

 
The Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin  
It's 1969 in New York City's Lower East Side, and word has spread of the arrival of a mystical woman, a travel-
ing psychic who claims to be able to tell anyone the day they will die. The Gold children—four adolescents on 
the cusp of self-awareness—sneak out to hear their fortunes. The prophecies inform their next five decades. 
Golden-boy Simon escapes to the West Coast, searching for love in '80s San Francisco; dreamy Klara becomes a 
Las Vegas magician, obsessed with blurring reality and fantasy; eldest son Daniel seeks security as an army doc-
tor post-9/11; and bookish Varya throws herself into longevity research, where she tests the boundary between 
science and immortality. A sweeping novel of remarkable ambition and depth, The Immortalists probes the line 
between destiny and choice, reality and illusion, this world and the next. It is a deeply moving testament to the 
power of story, the nature of belief, and the unrelenting pull of familial bonds.  
 
 
Bloody January by Alan Parks  
When a teenage boy shoots a young woman dead in the middle of a busy Glasgow street and then commits sui-
cide, Detective Harry McCoy is sure of one thing. It wasn't a random act of violence. With his new partner in 
tow, McCoy uses his underworld network to lead the investigation but soon runs up against a secret society led 
by Glasgow's wealthiest family, the Dunlops. McCoy's boss doesn't want him to investigate. The Dunlops seem 
untouchable. But McCoy has other ideas . . .. In a helter-skelter tale - winding from moneyed elite to hipster mu-
sic groupies to the brutal gangs of the urban wasteland - Bloody January brings to life the dark underbelly of 
1970s Glasgow and establishes Alan Parks as a new and exciting voice in Scottish noir.  
 
 

 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

While you’re waiting for Rooster Bar by John Grisham... 
 
The Cheater by Nancy Taylor Rosenberg  
Returning to her most beloved character, Lily Forrester, Rosenberg proves once again that she is a master of the 
suspense thriller, as Forrester finds herself in yet another mix of bizarre circumstances that lead her onto the trail of 
a vicious criminal mind. Along the way we meet: FBI Agent Mary Stevens--She is tracking a killer who murders 
husbands who are cheating on their wives, their mutilated bodies disposed of in ghastly ways and strange loca-
tions.   Bryce Forrester--Lily's husband--calls her from a Las Vegas jail where he's been arrested for attempted 
rape…even though Las Vegas was not on his itinerary.   Anne Bradley--Bryce's accuser, like Lily, is a woman with 
an eerie past…an enigmatic figure to whom Lily is strangely drawn. The trail leads back to a Web service that pro-
vides alibis for cheating spouses and into a thick web of deception that puts both Lily's and Mary's lives in jeop-
ardy. Do you know where your husband is?    
 
Extreme justice by William Bernhardt  
Disillusioned with both the legal system and his private life, criminal attorney Ben Kincaid abandons his practice 
for a less stressful pastime: playing with a combo at Uncle Earl's Jazz Emporium. The musician's life is bliss--until 
a corpse crashes through the ceiling with a grisly smile carved on its face. The body is that of "Cajun Lily" Camp-
bell, legendary singer and onetime girlfriend of club owner Earl Bonner. The cops are convinced that Bonner killed 
her--and Kincaid knows he didn't. Though he swore he was through with law forever, Kincaid descends into an 
underworld of gangs, drugs, and long-standing vendettas. And at the bottom, a killer waits, targeting Kincaid as the 
next to die with a smile on his face.     
 
 
A Plague of Secrets by John Lescroart. 
A brisk pace, sharp dialogue and believable characters propel bestseller Lescroart's 13th thriller to feature San 
Francisco defense attorney Dismas Hardy. When someone shoots Dylan Volger in an alley near the coffee shop he 
managed, Bay Beans West, the cops discover a load of marijuana in the victim's backpack, a crop of weed growing 
in his attic and a customer list that includes a judge and several local officials. Suspicion centers on Hardy's client 
and Bay Beans West's owner, Maya Townshend, who's the sister of a city supervisor and the mayor's niece. That 
Maya was paying Volger an unusually high salary of $90,000 suggests he was blackmailing her. An arrogant U.S. 
attorney decides to turn the trial into a career-making moment, invoking a little-known law to prosecute Maya. 
Lescroart skillfully juggles myriad plot threads, including one involving homicide detective Abe Glitsky, a series 
regular, whose young son is in a coma after a car accident.     
 
Enemy Inside by Steve Martini  
One of the most successful lawyers in the country, Olinda Serna is a master at managing money as well as her in-
fluential clients. After years of fierce combat in the political trenches, Serna knows all the dirty secrets, where the 
bodies are buried, and how deeply they are stacked. When she’s killed in a roadside crash in the high desert of 
Southern California, powerful heads in Washington begin to panic, worried that their secrets may not be safe any-
more. Alex Ives, a friend of Paul Madriani’s daughter, is accused of vehicular manslaughter in Serna’s death. Ives 
claims he had only one drink on the night of the accident, yet he can’t remember anything between the time he left 
for a party north of San Diego and the moment he woke up in a hospital the next morning. He’s still dazed and a 
little bruised, but also obviously very afraid. After all, a woman is dead, and he’s sure he didn’t kill her. To save an 
innocent young man’s life, the brilliant defense attorney must uncover everything he can about Serna and her cli-
ents—no matter how unsavory—a search that will lead him into a vortex of corruption, and at its center, a devious 

killer poised to strike again.          
 
Natchez Burning by Greg Iles 
As a former prosecutor and writer living in the small town of Natchez, Mississippi, where he grew up, Penn Cage 
has always been a fighter. He's never been one to see injustice and do nothing about it. He learned it from his fa-
ther, Tom Cage, a beloved family doctor who spent decades taking care of folks no matter their origin or circum-
stance, rich or poor, black or white. Penn has always thought of his dad as a kind of Atticus Finch-like character, a 
man who had guts and backbone, even when his friends and neighbors didn't. And the old adage couldn't be more 
true: "Like father, like son". Or is it? In a place like rural Mississippi, when the issues are race and crime, the pres-
sures are formidable and the risks no less life-threatening. So when Tom Cage finds himself on the verge of being 
charged with murder-of his long-time nurse assistant and friend Viola Turner-Penn knows he must find the truth 
and rescue his father. Penn soon learns that Viola's death is only the tip of the iceberg-for it brings into question 
several horrific, unsolved murders in the 1960s, one of which was her brother's. And it points to a group of secre-

tive KKK members who call themselves the "Double Eagles,” men who have been born and bred to always get their way. Until 
now. Rich in Southern atmosphere and electrifying plot turns, Natchez Burning is a high-water mark for Greg Iles. It marks the re-
turn of a genuine American master of suspense and a sensational new page in a brilliant career.    
 
 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
V.S. Alexander - The Taster 
Luke Alnutt - We Own the Sky 
Kat Ashenburg - Sofie & Cecelia 
David Baldacci -  The Fallen 
M.C. Beaton - Death of an Honest Man 
Natasha Bell - Exhibit Alexandra 
Marie Benedict - Carnegie’s Maid 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Amy Bloom - White Houses 
Chris Bohjalian - The Flight Attendant 
C.J. Box - The Disappeared 
Jamey Bradbury - The Wild Inside 
Patricia Briggs - Born Bright 
Dale Brown - Act of Revenge 
Peter Carey - A Long Way from Home 
Laura Childs - Plum Tea Crazy 
Mary Higgins Clark - I’ve Got My Eyes on You 
Bill Clinton w/James Patterson - The President is Missing 
Catherine Coulter - The Sixth Day 
Elisabeth de Mariaffi - Hysteria 
Jeffery Deaver - The Cutting Edge 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Lexie Elliott - The French Girl 
Charles Finch - Woman in the Water 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Lisa Genova - Every Note Played 
Elizabeth George - The Punishment She Deserves 
Alex Grecian - The Saint of Wolves and Butchers 
Kristin Hannah - The Great Alone 
Philip Hensher - The Friendly Ones 
Anne Hillerman - Cave of Bones 
Alan Hollinghurst - The Sparsholt Affair 
Arnaldur Indridason - The Shadow Killer 
Ragnar Jonasson - Nightblind 
Alma Katsu - The Hunger 
Marian Keyes - The Break 
Ausma Zehanat Khan - A Dangerous Crossing 
Sophie Kinsella - Surprise Me 
Donna Leon - The Temptation of Forgiveness 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Clare MacKintosh - Let Me Lie 
G.M. Malliet - In Prior’s Wood 
Peter May - I’ll Keep you Safe 
Stuart Mclean - Christmas at the Vinyl Café   
Tom Miller - The Philosopher’s Flight 
Christopher Moore - Noir 
Jojo Moyes - Still Me 
Fuminori Nakmura - Cult X 
Jo Nesbo - Macbeth 
Joyce Carol Oates - Beautiful Days 
Thomas Perry - The Bomb Maker 
Graeme Simsion - Two Steps Forward 
Simone St. James - The Broken Girls 
Danielle Steel - Accidental Heroes 
Victoria Thompson - Murder on Union Square 
Charles Todd - The Gate Keeper 
Guillermo Del Toro - The Shape of Water 
 
 

Abbi Waxman - Other People’s Houses 
Alison Weir - Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen 
Jacqueline Winspear - To Die But Once 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Keetsahnak: Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters edit-
ed by Kim Anderson et al 
Disappointment River: Finding and Losing the Northwest Pas-
sage by Brian Castner 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid 
Delaney 
The Wisdom of Wolves: Lessons From the Sawtooth Pack by 
Jim Dutcher 
Too Afraid To Cry: Memoir of a Stolen Childhood by Ali Cob-
by Eckermann 
The Man Who Caught the Storm: The Life of Legendary Torna-
do Chaser Tim Samaras by Brantley Hargrove 
Making the Monster: The Science Behind Mary Shelley's Frank-
enstein by Kathryn Harkup 
At My Table by Nigella Lawson 
Along the Western Front by Leah Hennel 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
Because We Are Bad: OCD and a Girl Lost in Thought by Lily 
Bailey 
The Beginning of Everything: The Year I Lost My Mind and 
Found Myself by Andrea Buchanan 
The Science of Superheroes: The Secrets Behind Speed, 
Strength, Flight, Evolution, and More by Mark Brake 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
Feeding My Mother by Jann Arden  
Jann Arden moved in to a house just across the way from her parents in rural Alberta to be close to them but also so they could be 
her refuge from the demands of the music business and a performing career. Funny how time works. Since her dad died in 2015, 
Jann cooks for her mom five or six times a week. Her mom finds comfort in her daughter's kitchen, not just in the delicious food 
but also just sitting with her as she cooks. And Jann finds some peace in caring for her mom, even as her mom slowly becomes a 
stranger. "If you told me two years ago that I'd be here," Jann writes, "I wouldn't have believed it. And yet we still fall into so 
much laughter, feel so much insane gladness and joy. It's such a contrast from one minute to the next and it teaches me constantly: 
it makes me stronger and more humble and more empathetic and caring and kind." The many people who are dealing with a loved 
one who is losing it will find inspiration and strength in Jann's wholehearted, loving response and her totally Jann take on the up-
side-down world of a daughter mothering her mother. Feeding My Mother is one heck of an affirmation that life just keeps on 
keeping on, and a wonderful example of how you have to roll with it.         

 
Carol 
All the Names by José Saramago, translated by Margaret Jull Costa  
Senhor José is a low-grade clerk in the city's Central Registry, where the living and the dead share the same shelf space. A middle-
aged bachelor, he has no interest in anything beyond the certificates of birth, marriage, divorce, and death that are his daily routine. 
But one day, when he comes across the records of an anonymous young woman, something happens to him. Obsessed, Senhor 
José sets off to follow the thread that may lead him to the woman-but as he gets closer, he discovers more about her, and about 
himself, than he would ever have wished. The loneliness of people's lives, the effects of chance, the discovery of love-all coalesce 
in this extraordinary novel that displays the power and art of José Saramago in brilliant form.             

 
Connie 
Easy Errors by Steven F. Havill  
It's 1986. Undersheriff Bill Gastner is enjoying his usual insomnia alone inside his old adobe when jolted by a horrendous noise. 
Dreading what he will find, he hastens to the nearby interstate exit where a violent crash has occurred. Not only is the vehicle that 
struck the support pillars totaled and the driver and a passenger crushed inside, a dead boy has been ejected. As the appalled 
Gastner recognizes the youth and swings into action, the first deputy to join him at the scene is rookie Robert Torrez, the depart-
ment's newest hire. Before Gastner can head him off, Torrez sees that the boy is his spirited younger brother. And the girl crushed 
inside the SUV is a younger sister. The driver of the Suburban, also dead, is the assistant District Attorney's teenaged son. Two 
local family tragedies. A shaken couple reports that when the Suburban, careening at nearly 100 miles an hour, passed them on the 
interstate, activity inside hinted at its occupants' panic. Were the three dead kids running from someone-or something-rather than 
speeding? Further investigation reveals that a fourth teen should have been in the vehicle, but is now missing. Where had the four 
kids been? And why? It appears they'd lied to their parents.    
 

Emma Joy 
Violent Ends edited by Shaun David Hutchinson 
In a one-of-a-kind collaboration, seventeen of the most recognizable YA writers—including Shaun David Hutchinson, Neal and 
Brendan Shusterman, and Beth Revis—come together to share the viewpoints of a group of students affected by a school shooting.  
It took only twenty-two minutes for Kirby Matheson to exit his car, march onto the school grounds, enter the gymnasium, and 
open fire, killing six and injuring five others. But this isn’t a story about the shooting itself. This isn’t about recounting that one 
unforgettable day. This is about one boy—who had friends, enjoyed reading, playing saxophone in the band, and had never been in 
trouble before—became a monster capable of entering his school with a loaded gun and firing bullets at his classmates. Each chap-
ter is told from a different victim’s viewpoint, giving insight into who Kirby was and who he’d become.           
 

Julie 
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks  
In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and conservation of the famed Sara-
jevo Haggadah, which has been rescued from Serb shelling during the Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the 
earliest Jewish volumes ever to be illuminated with images. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a passion for her work, discovers a 
series of tiny artifacts in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair—she begins to unlock 
the book’s mysteries. The reader is ushered into an exquisitely detailed and atmospheric past, tracing the book’s journey from its 
salvation back to its creation. In Bosnia during World War II, a Muslim risks his life to protect it from the Nazis. In the hedonistic 
salons of fin-de-siècle Vienna, the book becomes a pawn in the struggle against the city’s rising anti-Semitism. In inquisition-era 
Venice, a Catholic priest saves it from burning. In Barcelona in 1492, the scribe who wrote the text sees his family destroyed by 
the agonies of enforced exile. And in Seville in 1480, the reason for the Haggadah’s extraordinary illuminations is finally dis-
closed. Hanna’s investigation unexpectedly plunges her into the intrigues of fine art forgers and ultra-nationalist fanatics. Her ex-
periences will test her belief in herself and the man she has come to love.    
 
 



Kirstin 
Running Like a Girl by Alexandra Heminsley  
In her twenties, Alexandra Heminsley spent more time at the bar than she did in pursuit of athletic excellence. When she decided to take up 
running in her thirties, she had grand hopes for a blissful runner’s high and immediate physical transformation. After eating three slices of 
toast with honey and spending ninety minutes on iTunes creating the perfect playlist, she hit the streets—and failed miserably. The stories of 
her first runs turn the common notion that we are all “born to run” on its head—and expose the truth about starting to run: it can be brutal. 
Running Like a Girl tells the story of how Alexandra gets beyond the brutal part, makes running a part of her life, and reaps the rewards: not 
just the obvious things, like weight loss, health, and glowing skin, but self-confidence and immeasurable daily pleasure, along with a new 
closeness to her father—a marathon runner—and her brother, with whom she ultimately runs her first marathon. But before that, she has to 
figure out the logistics of running: the intimidating questions from a young and arrogant sales assistant when she goes to buy her first running 
shoes, where to get decent bras for the larger bust, how not to freeze or get sunstroke, and what (and when) to eat before a run. She’s figured 
out what’s important (pockets) and what isn’t (appearance), and more.  

 

Mary 
When the Moon is Low by Nadia Hashimi 
Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever known. But their happy, middle-class world—a 
life of education, work, and comfort—implodes when their country is engulfed in war, and the Taliban rises to power. In Kabul, we meet 
Fereiba, a schoolteacher who puts her troubled childhood behind her when she finds love in an arranged marriage. But Fereiba's comfortable 
life implodes when the Taliban rises to power and her family becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime. Forced to flee with her three 
children, Fereiba has one hope for survival: to seek refuge with her sister's family in London. Traveling with forged papers and depending on 
the kindness of strangers, Fereiba and the children make a dangerous crossing into Iran under cover of darkness, the start of a harrowing jour-
ney that reduces her from a respected wife and mother to a desperate refugee. Eventually they fall into the shadowy underground network of 
the undocumented who haunt the streets of Europe's cities. And then, in a busy market square in Athens, their fate takes a frightening turn 
when Fereiba's teenage son, Saleem, becomes separated from the rest of the family. Without his mother, Saleem is forced, abruptly and unfor-
givingly, to come of age in a world of human trafficking and squalid refugee camps. Heartbroken, Fereiba has no choice but to continue on 
with only her daughter and baby. Mother and son cross border after perilous border, risking their lives in the hope of finding a place where 
they can be reunited.  
 

Melvyn 
A Generous Vision: The Creative Life of Elaine de Kooning by Cathy Curtis   
The first biography of Elaine de Kooning, A Generous Vision portrays a woman whose intelligence, droll sense of humor, and generosity of 
spirit endeared her to friends and gave her a starring role in the close-knit world of New York artists. Her zest for adventure and freewheeling 
spending were as legendary as her ever-present cigarette. Flamboyant and witty in person, she was an incisive art writer who expressed maver-
ick opinions in a deceptively casual style. As a painter, she melded Abstract Expressionism with a lifelong interest in bodily movement to 
capture subjects as diverse as President John F. Kennedy, basketball players, and bullfights. In her romantic life, she went her own way, al-
ways keen for male attention. But she credited her husband, Willem de Kooning, as her greatest influence; rather than being overshadowed by 
his fame, she worked "in his light." Nearly two decades after their separation, after finally embracing sobriety herself, she returned to his side 
to rescue him from severe alcoholism. Based on painstaking research and dozens of interviews, A Generous Vision brings to life a leading 
figure of twentieth-century art who lived a full and fascinating life on her own terms.    
 

Miranda 
It's All Relative: Adventures Up and Down the World’s Family Tree by A.J. Jacobs  
A.J. Jacobs has received some strange emails over the years, but this note was perhaps the strangest: “You don’t know me, but I’m your eighth 
cousin. And we have over 80,000 relatives of yours in our database.” That’s enough family members to fill Madison Square Garden four times 
over. Who are these people, A.J. wondered, and how do I find them? So began Jacobs’s three-year adventure to help build the biggest family 
tree in history. Jacobs’s journey would take him to all seven continents. He drank beer with a US president, found himself singing with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and unearthed genetic links to Hollywood actresses and real-life scoundrels. After all, we can choose our friends, 
but not our family.    
 

Sharon 
The Seven Rules of Elvira Carr by Frances Maynard  
Elvira Carr believes in crisp schedules, clear guidelines, and taking people at face value. She lives at home with her overbearing mother, who 
has deemed her unfit to interact with the rest of society. But when her mother has a stroke, Ellie is suddenly forced to look after herself. She 
quickly comes up with an ingenious way of coping with the world: the seven social rules spreadsheet. Unfortunately, Ellie soon discovers that 
most people don't live their lives within a set of rules. As she experiences social missteps and awkward encounters, Ellie continues to learn – 
about herself, and the people around her. And she'll need this new knowledge if she hopes to pave the way to living life on her own terms.           
      

Victoria 
The Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine Arden 
At the edge of the Russian wilderness, winter lasts most of the year and the snowdrifts grow taller than houses. But Vasilisa doesn't mind--she 
spends the winter nights huddled around the embers of a fire with her beloved siblings, listening to her nurse's fairy tales. Above all, she loves 
the chilling story of Frost, the blue-eyed winter demon, who appears in the frigid night to claim unwary souls. Wise Russians fear him, her 
nurse says, and honor the spirits of house and yard and forest that protect their homes from evil. After Vasilisa's mother dies, her father goes to 
Moscow and brings home a new wife. Fiercely devout, city-bred, Vasilisa's new stepmother forbids her family from honoring the household 
spirits. The family acquiesces, but Vasilisa is frightened, sensing that more hinges upon their rituals than anyone knows.And indeed, crops 
begin to fail, evil creatures of the forest creep nearer, and misfortune stalks the village. All the while, Vasilisa's stepmother grows ever harsher 
in her determination to groom her rebellious stepdaughter for either marriage or confinement in a convent.As danger circles, Vasilisa must 
defy even the people she loves and call on dangerous gifts she has long concealed in order to protect her family.    



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

Dickensian, directed by Harry Bradbeer, Philippa Langdale, et al. A bold reinvention of Charles Dickens' timeless 
novels, Dickensian takes familiar characters on new journeys as their stories intersect in the same world. Discover the 
events that lead up to Miss Havisham's wedding day (Great Expectations), the true sacrifices made by a young Lady 
Dedlock (Bleak House), what happens to ruthless moneylender Jacob Marley (A Christmas Carol), and more! You 
don't need to know Dickens' novels to fall in love with these stories - packed with romance, scandal and intrigue, they 
deliver a ride of twists and turns to the final episode.  
 
 
 
Limehouse Golem, directed by Juan Carlos Medina. In the film, an adaptation of Peter Ackroyd's novel of the same 
name, Victorian London is gripped with fear as a serial killer is on the loose and leaving cryptic messages written in 
the blood of his victims. With few leads and increasing public pressure, Scotland Yard assigns the case to Inspector 
Kildare, a seasoned detective who has a sneaking suspicion that he's being set up to fail. Faced with a long list of 
suspects, Kildare must rely on help from a witness to stop the murders and bring the maniac to justice.   
 
 
 
 
 
American Gods, directed by David Slade, et al, Ex-convict Shadow Moon roams a world he doesn't understand, left 
adrift by the recent, tragic death of his wife. Little does he know his life is about to change after he meets a crafty, 
charismatic con man named Mr. Wednesday, who offers Shadow a job as his bodyguard. As their journey begins, 
Shadow encounters a hidden America where magic is real and fear grows over the ascending power of New Gods 
like Technology and Media. In a grand plan to combat the threat, Mr. Wednesday attempts to unite the Old Gods to 
defend their existence and rebuild the influence that they've lost, leaving Shadow struggling to accept this new world 
and his place in it. Based on the novel by Neil Gaiman.    
 
 
 
The Last Kingdom, season 2 directed by Peter Hoar et al, covers the plots of Bernard Cornwell's novels The Lords 
of the North and Sword Song. In 878 Uhtred, the fearless and instinctive warrior, begins his voyage north to reclaim 
his ancestral lands of Bebbanburg. Alfred's conviction to unite the kingdoms of England is stronger than ever, and he 
sets his sights on the wild lands of the north, which have fallen under the control of the Danish warlords Erik and 
Sigefrid. Beocca recruits Uhtred and his companions to rescue Guthred, the king of Cumberland, from his Danish 
captors. Guthred is both Dane and Christian and the hope is that he will unite northern England against the pagan 
invaders. Guthred is held for ransom by Sven, and Uhtred pretends to be an undead warrior, sent by Odin to avenge 
the death of Ragnar the Elder. The ploy works and the Danes are scattered. At his keep in Dunholm, Kjartan hears 
word of Uhtred's presence in Northumbria and plots revenge.   
 
The Beguiled, directed by Sofia Coppola, is based on the novel of the same name by Thomas P. Cullinan. In this 
atmospheric thriller, the story unfolds during the Civil War, at a Southern girls' boarding school. Its sheltered young 
women take in an injured enemy soldier. As they provide refuge and tend to his wounds, the house is taken over 
with tension and dangerous rivalries, and taboos are broken in an unexpected turn of events.  
 
 
 
 
 

February Spotlight 

Based-on-the-Book 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



Lady Miss Mary 

he kingdom rejoiced 
with the beginning of 
February.  The short-
est month of the year 

and also the month of the 
groundhog.  The creature with 
the ability to predict the 
weather with such accuracy 
that the weather wizards were 
in awe.  Also the month of the 
celebration of love that 
helped the merchants of the 
realm.  The Royal Library 
was busy keeping the subjects 
entertained  with events and 
new books.  Humour always 
helps winter pass more quick-
ly so here are some quotes 
from famous authors to tickle your funny bone. 
 
Lady Christina had spent some time in January looking 
after her granddaughter and her granddaughter’s dog while 
her daughter went on a holiday.  She took some holiday 
time to perform her grandmotherly duties. Quote- I get a 
lot of letters from people asking me “How can I write a 
book?” and I reply:  “Quit writing letters to me and get on 
with it!”-Ruth Rendall 
 
Lady Connie had finally recovered from her illness and 
had, at last, put all the Christmas decorations away until 
next year.  This was a monumental task since Lady Connie 
was the most enthusiastic of Christmas fans.  Quote-“If 
the English language made any sense, lackadaisical would 
have something to do with a shortage of flowers.”-Doug 
Larson 
 
Lady Sharon had also had a bout with the plague but she 
was looking forward to April when she would be visiting 
her family in her home realm of Northern Ireland.  Quote-
  “There’s not much to be said about the period except that 
most writers don’t get to it fast enough. -William Zinsser 
 
Lady Mary was preparing herself for birthday sea-
son.  Most of her grandchildren had been born between 
February 1 and May 1, making weekends party days.  She 
didn’t mind, since birthdays were her very favourite 
times.  Quote-When I was a little boy, they called me a 
liar but now that I am grown up they call me a writer. -
Isaac Bashevis Singer 
 
Lady Miranda was on a winter holiday with her family in 
the realm of Canmore and was also preparing for Prince 
James birthday.  Quote-I hope someday to write some-
thing worth plagiarizing.- anonymous (a very famous writ-
er) 
 
Wizard Melvyn was busy making room in the Royal Li-
brary for more books, making posters for the upcoming 
events and programs.  Quote-The road to hell is paved 
with adverbs- Stephen King 
 
 

Lady Victoria had expanded 
her experience with litera-
ture and had started her very 
own book blog.  This was an 
exciting venture.  Quote-The 
dubious privilege of free-
lance writing is that the writ-
er is given the freedom to 
starve anywhere. S.J. Perel-
man 
 
Lady Kirstin had been cross-
country skiing with her chil-
dren quite often through 
January.  A truly admirable 
pursuit.  The children were 
growing by leaps and 
bounds.  Quote-I was sorry 

to hear my name mentioned as one of the great authors 
because they are dying off and I am not feeling very well. 
-Mark Twain 
 
Lady Amy had been working very hard fixing up her rent-
al house so she can find new tenants.  It was a big job but 
she was a hard worker.  Quote-An autobiography usually 
reveals nothing bad about the writer but his memory. -
Franklin P. Jones 
 
Lady Julie had enjoyed the mild weather while she walked 
her dog in the morning, observing nature around 
her.  Quote-Asking a working writer what he thinks about 
critics is like asking a lamppost how it feels about dogs.-
Christopher Hampton 
 
Lady Emma Joy had finished writing her exams for her 
higher learning institution and the ladies were sure she had 
excelled.  She was ready to start a new term.  Quote-It 
took me 15 years to discover I had no talent for writing 
but I couldn’t give it up because by that time I was too 
famous. -Robert Benchley 
 
Lady Carol was gaining confidence and was very ob-
servant making her invaluable on staff.  She had an excel-
lent sense of humour which is necessary in the Royal li-
brary.  Quote- Practically everybody in New York has half 
a mind to write a book and does.  -Groucho Marx 
 
The Library Ladies looked forward to keeping busy in the 
coming month. 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The Library Ladies 


