
MCMPL NEWSLETTER 
Mary C. Moore Public Library 

Announcements & Events                      About Us 

Online newsletter: http://www.lacombelibrary.com/newsletter / 
 
Monthly feature display: Be sure to check out the gems from the depths of our  non -fiction col-
lection! 
 
International Book-Giving Day is February 14! We are offer ing FREE annual memberships 
for new and renewing Lacombe & Lacombe County members. Also check out our book exchange  
table — bring a book from your own collection and trade it for a new-to-you book. One day only!   
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe and 
area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 
Lacombe City Cinemas. See the next page for all the details! 
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, February 8&22, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, un-
wind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. This program is free 
to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for 
upcoming dates. 
 
Chess Club! Love to play or  want to learn? Br ing your  brain to the library Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm.  
 
Armchair Travel series: Tuesday, February 14, 7pm in the LMC: “Incredible India: A Journey 
Through The Golden Triangle,” presented by Alison Thompson.  
 
Local History series: will resume March 2, 2017: “The World's Longest Recreational Trail: Trans-
Canada Trail Past, Present & Future,” presented by Debbie Olsen.  
 
Book Club: For  our  March 7 meeting we are reading I let Y ou Go by Clare Mackintosh. “In a 
split second, Jenna Gray's world descends into a nightmare. Her only hope of moving on is to walk 
away from everything she knows to start afresh. Desperate to escape, Jenna moves to a remote cot-
tage on the Welsh coast, but she is haunted by her fears, her grief and her memories of a cruel No-
vember night that changed her life forever. Slowly, Jenna begins to glimpse the potential for happi-
ness in her future. But her past is about to catch up with her, and the consequences will be devastat-
ing.” 
 
Children’s Programs: Update: ALL PROGRAMS ARE FULL. Programs run January 10 - 
February 17, February 27 - April 7, and April 18 - May 26. Children will be registered in all sessions. 
See our website for monthly free special events. 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Monthly Film Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Lectures 

Armchair Travel Presentations 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

 
Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 
and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 
Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 
acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 
City Cinemas.  
 
Tickets 
 
Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library until noon on the day of the film. Door tickets are $10 each, 
cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of 
Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  
Concession available!  
 

February 15 
The critically acclaimed Things to Come (L'avenir), directed by Mia Hansen-Løve 
About the film: “Nathalie teaches philosophy at a high school in Paris. She is passionate about her job and par-
ticularly enjoys passing on the pleasure of thinking. Married with two children, she divides her time between her 

family, former students and her very possessive mother. One day, Nathalie's husband announces he is leaving her for another 
woman. With freedom thrust upon her, Nathalie must reinvent her life.”  

Rated 14A for coarse language. French and German with English subtitles.  
Leading actress Isabelle Huppert won this year’s Golden Globe for Best Actress in a Drama. 
 
Tickets will be available at the library beginning January 30. One night only! Don’t miss it! 
 
 
 
See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website. 
 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Selection Day by Aravind Adiga  
Manju is fourteen. He knows he is good at cricket - if not as good as his elder brother Radha. He knows that he fears 
and resents his domineering and cricket-obsessed father, admires his brilliantly talented brother and is fascinated by 
CSI and curious and interesting scientific facts. But there are many things, about himself and about the world, that he 
doesn't know . . . Everyone around him, it seems, has a clear idea of who Manju should be, except Manju himself. But 
when Manju begins to get to know Radha's great rival, a boy as privileged and confident as Manju is not, everything in 
Manju's world begins to change and he is faced by decisions that will challenge both his sense of self and of the world 
around him.   

 
The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware  
In this tightly wound story, Lo Blacklock, a journalist who writes for a travel magazine, has just been given the as-
signment of a lifetime: a week on a luxury cruise with only a handful of cabins. At first, Lo’s stay is nothing but 
pleasant: the cabins are plush, the dinner parties are sparkling, and the guests are elegant. But as the week wears on, 
frigid winds whip the deck, gray skies fall, and Lo witnesses what she can only describe as a nightmare: a woman 
being thrown overboard. The problem? All passengers remain accounted for—and so, the ship sails on as if nothing 
has happened, despite Lo’s desperate attempts to convey that something (or someone) has gone terribly, terribly 
wrong…With surprising twists and a setting that proves as uncomfortably claustrophobic as it is eerily beautiful, 
Ruth Ware offers up another intense read.   
 
Mister Memory by Marcus Sedgwick 
In Paris in the year 1899, Marcel Despres is arrested for the murder of his wife and transferred to the famous Salpe-
triere asylum. And there the story might have stopped. But the doctor assigned to his care soon realises this is no 
ordinary patient: Marcel Despres, Mister Memory, is a man who cannot forget. And the policeman assigned to his 
case soon realises that something else is at stake: for why else would the criminal have been hurried off to hospital, 
and why are his superiors so keen for the whole affair to be closed? This crime involves something bigger and 
stranger than a lovers' fight - something with links to the highest and lowest establishments in France. The police-
man and the doctor between them must unravel the mystery...but the answers lie inside Marcel's head. And how can 
he tell what is significant when he remembers every detail of every moment of his entire life. 
 
Leopard at the Door by Jennifer McVeigh  
After six years in England, Rachel has returned to Kenya and the farm where she spent her childhood, but the be-
loved home she’d longed for is much changed. Her father’s new companion—a strange, intolerant woman—has tak-
en over the household. The political climate in the country grows more unsettled by the day and is approaching the 
boiling point. And looming over them all is the threat of the Mau Mau, a secret society intent on uniting the native 
Kenyans and overthrowing the whites. As Rachel struggles to find her place in her home and her country, she initi-
ates a covert relationship, one that will demand from her a gross act of betrayal. One man knows her secret, and he 
has made it clear how she can buy his silence. But she knows something of her own, something she has never told 
anyone. And her knowledge brings her power.     
 
 
The Explosion Chronicles by Yan Lianke, translated by Carlos Rojas  
Man Booker International finalist Yan Lianke has been lauded for his imaginative satire and insightful cultural cri-
tique as "one of China’s greatest living authors" (Guardian). His internationally bestselling new novel, The Explo-
sion Chronicles, follows the excessive expansion of a rural community from small village to megalopolis. With the 
Yi River on one side and the Balou Mountains on the other, the village of Explosion was founded more than a mil-
lennium ago by refugees fleeing a seismic volcanic eruption. But in the post-Mao era the name takes on a new sig-
nificance as the community grows explosively from a small village to a vast metropolis. Behind this rapid expansion 
are members of the community’s three major families, including the four Kong brothers; Zhu Ying, the daughter of 
the former village chief; and Cheng Qing, who starts out as a secretary and goes on to become a powerful political 
and business figure. Linked together by a complex web of loyalty, betrayal, desire, and ambition, these figures are 

the driving force behind their hometown’s transformation into an urban superpower. Brimming with absurdity, intelligence, and 
wit, The Explosion Chronicles considers the high stakes of passion and power, the consequences of corruption and greed, the polar-
izing dynamics of love and hate between families, as well as humankind’s resourcefulness through the vicissitudes of life.  
 

 

 
 



Readalikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Love and Mathematics 
 
The Doubter’s Almanac by Ethan Canin  
Milo Andret is a mathematical genius born with an unusual mind. A lonely child growing up in the woods of north-
ern Michigan in the 1950s, Milo gives little thought to his talent, and not until his acceptance at U.C. Berkeley does 
he realize the extent, and the risks, of his singular gifts. California in the seventies is an initiation and a seduction, 
opening Milo’s eyes to the allure of both ambition and indulgence. The research he begins there will make him a 
legend; the woman, and the rival, he meets there will haunt him always. For Milo’s brilliance is inextricably linked 
to a dark side that ultimately threatens to unravel his work, his son and daughter, and his life.  
 
 
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green  
Katherine V thought boys were gross 
Katherine X just wanted to be friends 
Katherine XVIII dumped him in an e-mail 
K-19 broke his heart 
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type happens to be girls named Katherine. And when it comes to 
girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. On a road trip miles from 
home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy has ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog 
on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy-loving best friend riding shotgun--but no Katherines. Colin is on a mis-
sion to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any 

relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him the girl. Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-Hungarian archduke 
add up to surprising and heart-changing conclusions in this ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself.  

 
One Plus One by JoJo Moyes  
Suppose your life sucks. A lot. Your husband has done a vanishing act, your teenage stepson is being bullied and 
your math whiz daughter has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that you can’t afford to pay for. That’s Jess’s life in a 
nutshell—until an unexpected knight-in-shining-armor offers to rescue them. Only Jess’s knight turns out to be 
Geeky Ed, the obnoxious tech millionaire whose vacation home she happens to clean. But Ed has big problems of 
his own, and driving the dysfunctional family to the Math Olympiad feels like his first unselfish act in ages... maybe 
ever.  
 
 
Orpheus Lost by Janette Turner Hospital 
Leela is a mathematician who has escaped her Southern hometown to study in Boston. She meets an Australian mu-
sician, Mishka, and from the moment she first hears him play his music grips her; they quickly become lovers. Then 
one day Leela is picked up off the street and taken to an interrogation center somewhere outside the city. There has 
been an explosion in the subway; terrorism is suspected. The interrogator—an old childhood friend—now reveals to 
her that Mishka may not be all he seems. In this compelling reimagining of the Orpheus story, Leela travels into an 
underworld of kidnapping, torture, and despair in search of her lover. Janette Turner Hospital, whose works are 
"richly imbued with a highly lyrical and luminous quality" (San Diego Union-Tribune) again shows her genius, in-
terweaving a literary thriller with a story of passion and the triumph of decency in confusing and dangerous times.   
 
An Almost Perfect Moment by Binnie Kirshenbaum  
In Brooklyn, in the Age of Disco, Valentine Kessler -- a sweet Jewish girl who bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the Virgin Mary of Lourdes -- has an unerring gift for shattering the dreams and hopes of those who love her. Miri-
am, her long-suffering mother, betrayed and anguished by the husband she adores, seeks solace in daily games of 
mah-jongg with The Girls, a cross between a Greek Chorus and Brooklyn's rendition of the Three Wise Men, who 
dispense advice, predictions, and care in the form of poppy-seed cake and apple strudels. When her greatest fear for 
Valentine is realized, Miriam takes comfort in the thought that it couldn't get any worse. And then it does. Saga-
cious, sorrowful, and hilarious, An Almost Perfect Moment is a novel about mothers and daughters, star-crossed 
lovers, doctrines of the divine, and a colorful Jewish community that once defined Brooklyn.   
 

 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
The Last Chance Olive Ranch by Susan 
Wittig Albert 
Hollywood Daughter by Kate Alcott  
Magdalen Girls by V.S. Alexander  
This Was a Man by Jeffrey Archer 
Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine 
Arden 
Robert B. Parker's Little White Lies by 
Ace Atkins 
The Twenty-Three by Linwood Barclay 
Days Without End by Sebastian Barry 
Death of a Ghost by M.C. Beaton 
Wolf on a String by Benjamin Black 
The Prisoner by Alex Berenson 
The Lost Order by Steve Berry 
History of Loneliness by John Boyne 
Vicious Circle by C.J. Box 
Fifth Element by Jorgen Brekke  
Silence Fallen by Patricia Briggs 
Merrick by Ken Bruen 
Dead Man’s Daughter by Edna Buchan-
anan 
Jealous Kid by James Lee Burke 
Into the Savage Country by Shannon 
Burke 
Killing Winter by Tom Calloghan 
Dragon Springs Road by Janie Chang 
Night School by Lee Child 
All by Myself Alone by Mary Higgins 
Clark 
Knocked by Carol Higgins Clark 
Moth Catcher by Ann Cleeves 
Man Who Fell from the Sky by Margaret 
Coel 
The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael 
Connelly  
Chaos by Patricia Cornwell 
Rat Catchers Olympics by Colin Cotterill 
Almond For a Parrot by Wray Delany  
Dead Letters by Caite Dolan-Leach 
Every Wild Heart by Meg Donohue 
Clownfish Blues by Tim Dorsey 
The Adventures of John Carson in Several 
Quarters of the World by Brian Doyle 
House of Echoes by Brendan Duffy 
In the Name of the Family by Sarah Du-
nant  
Miss Treadway and the Field of Stars by 
Miranda Emmerson 
Roanoke Girls by Amy Engel  
I Liked My Life by Abby Fabiaschi 
Terrible Virtue by Ellen Feldman 
What If the Queen Should Die? by John-
Paul Flintoff  
Here I Am by Jonathan Safran Foer  
Swimming Lessons by Claire Fuller  
I’ll See You in Paris by Michelle Gable 
Difficult Women by Roxane Gay  
Gargoyle Hunters by John Freeman Gill 
Death’s Mistress by Terry Goodkind  
Little Sister by Barbara Gowdy 

 
Darkest Journey by Heather Graham  
Her Secret by Shelley Shepard Gray  
Smoke and Mirrors by Elly Griffiths  
The Whistler by John Grisham  
All the Winters After by Sere Prince Hal-
verson 
Cruel is the Night by Karo Hämäläinen  
The Couturier of Milan by Ian Hamilton  
Conclave by Robert Harris 
One Under by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
Star Fall by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
House With No Windows by Nadia Hash-
imi 
The Year of the Locust by Terry Hayes 
Fall of Moscow Station by Mark Henshaw 
Detective Galileo by Keigo Higashino 
Under the Midnight Sun by Keigo Hi-
gashino  
Here’s to Us by Elin Hilderbrand 
Winter Storms by Elin Hilderbrand  
Faithful by Alice Hoffman  
Wait for the Dark by Kay Hooper  
Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz 
Ghosts of Misty Hollow by Sue Ann Jaf-
farian 
No Cats Allowed by Miranda James 
The Mistletoe Murder & Other Stories by 
P.D. James 
Love You Dead by Peter James 
Downfall by J.A. Jance 
Dead Ground in Between by Maureen 
Jennings 
Night and Day by Iris Johansen 
Eleventh Grave in Moonlight by Darynda 
Jones 
Theory of Death by Faye Kellerman 
End of Watch by Stephen King 
My Not So Perfect Life by Sophie Kinsel-
la  
Ashley Bell by Dean Koontz 
Secret Forest by Dean Koontz 
Shadow Land by Elizabeth Kostova  
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee  
Fatal by John Lescroart  
Sweet Tomorrow by Debbie Macomber 
Coffin Road by Peter May 
The Last Temptation Val McDermid 
Kingdom of Darkness by Andy McDer-
mott 
Fire by Night by Teresa Messineo  
Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
Prayer for the Dead by James Oswald 
Murder on the Serpentine by Anne Perry 
Music of the Ghosts by Vaddey Ratner 
Rather Be the Devil by Ian Rankin  
Dark Corners by Ruth Rendell 
Two Nights by Kathy Reichs 
Service of the Dead by Candace Robb 
Brotherhood in Death by J.D. Robb 
Bay of Sighs by Nora Roberts 
Stars of Fortune by Nora Roberts 
Weight of Him by Ethel Rohan 

 
Chilbury Ladies' Choir by Jennifer Ryan 
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa 
See 
Zero-G by William Shatner 
Mandibles by Lionel Shriver 
Big Showdown by Mickey Spillane 
Modern Lovers by Emma Straub 
Fly by Night by Andrea Thalasinos 
Foreign Agent by Brad Thor 
Ice Age by Fred Vargas 
Katherine of Aragon by Alison Weir 
Deep Blue by Randy Wayne White 
 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Where I Live Now : A Journey Through 
Love and Loss to Healing and Hope by 
Sharon Butala 
Among the Walking Wounded : Soldiers, 
Survival, and PTSD by John Conrad 
River of Time by Naomi Judd 
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
It’s a Long Story by Willie Nelson 
Suffer the Little Children: Genocide, In-
digenous Nations and the Canadian State 
by Tamara Starblanket & Ward Churchill  
Time of Your Life by Margaret Trudeau 

 
Young Adult Fiction 
 
All the Major Constellations by Pratima 
Cranse  
Da Vinci’s Tiger by L.M. Elliott 
Trilogy of Two by Juman Malouf 
Soundless by Richelle Mead 
OCDaniel by Wesley King 
Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry  
Wink Poppy Midnight by April Tucholke  
End of Fun by Sean McGinty  
Surviving High School by Lele Pons  
Anna and the Swallow Man by Gavriel 
Savit  
A Steep and Thorny Way by Cat Winters 
Asking for It by Louise O’Neill  
Blackhearts by Nicole Castroman  
Jerkbait by Mia Siegert 
After the Woods by Kim Savage  
Heir to the Sky by Amanda Sun  
Rebel Bully Geek Pariah by Jade Lange 
Stone Field by Christy Lenzi  
I'll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson  
Gemini by Sonja Mukherjee 
These Vicious Masks by Tarun Shanker 
Longbow Girl by Linda Davies  
Drag Teen by Jeffery Self  
Railhead  by Philip Reeve  
Fierce and Subtle Poison by Samantha 
Mabry  
 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Ferryman Institute by Colin Gigl 
In this stunning, fantastical debut novel from a bold new voice in the bestselling traditions of Christopher Moore and Jasper 
Fforde, a ferryman for the dead finds his existence unraveling after making either the best decision or the biggest mistake of his 
immortal life. Ferryman Charlie Dawson saves dead people—somebody has to convince them to move on to the afterlife, after all. 
Having never failed a single assignment, he's acquired a reputation for success that’s as legendary as it is unwanted. It turns out 
that serving as a Ferryman is causing Charlie to slowly lose his mind. Deemed too valuable by the Ferryman Institute to be let go 
and too stubborn to just give up in his own right, Charlie’s pretty much abandoned all hope of escaping his grim existence. Or he 
had, anyway, until he saved Alice Spiegel. To be fair, Charlie never planned on stopping Alice from taking her own life—that sort 
of thing is strictly forbidden by the Institute—but he never planned on the President secretly giving him the choice to, either. Char-
lie’s not quite sure what to make of it, but Alice is alive, and it’s the first time he’s felt right in more than two hundred years. When 
word of the incident reaches Inspector Javrouche, the Ferryman Institute's resident internal affairs liaison, Charlie finds he's in a 
world of trouble. But Charlie’s not about to lose the only living, breathing person he’s ever saved without a fight. He’s ready to 
protect her from Javrouche and save Alice from herself, and he’s willing to put the entire continued existence of mankind at risk to 
do it.        

 
Arlene 
Still Life by Louise Penny 
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Sûreté du Québec and his team of investigators are called in to the scene of a suspicious 
death in a rural village south of Montréal and yet a world away. Jane Neal, a long-time resident of Three Pines, has been found 
dead in the woods. The locals are certain it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing more but Gamache smells something foul this 
holiday season…and is soon certain that Jane died at the hands of someone much more sinister than a careless bowhunter. With 
this award-winning first novel, Louise Penny introduces an engaging hero in Inspector Gamache, who commands his forces--and 
this series--with power, ingenuity, and charm.        

 
Connie 
Dark Currents by Jacqueline Carey 
The Midwestern resort town of Pemkowet boasts a diverse population: eccentric locals, wealthy summer people, and tourists by 
the busload; not to mention fairies, sprites, vampires, naiads, ogres and a whole host of eldritch folk, presided over by Hel, a reclu-
sive Norse goddess. To Daisy Johanssen, fathered by an incubus and raised by a single mother, it’s home. And as Hel’s enforcer 
and the designated liaison to the Pemkowet Police Department, it’s up to her to ensure relations between the mundane and eldritch 
communities run smoothly. But when a young man from a nearby college drowns—and signs point to eldritch involvement—the 
town’s booming paranormal tourism trade is at stake. Teamed up with her childhood crush, Daisy must solve the crime—and keep 
a tight rein on the darker side of her nature. For if she’s ever tempted to invoke her demonic birthright, it could accidentally un-
leash nothing less than Armageddon.  
 

 Emma Joy 
This is Where it Ends by Marieke Nijkamp 
10:00 a.m. The principal of Opportunity High School finishes her speech, welcoming the entire student body to a new semester 
and encouraging them to excel and achieve. 
10:02 a.m. The students get up to leave the auditorium for their next class. 
10:03 a.m. The auditorium doors won't open. 
10:05 a.m. Someone starts shooting. 
Told from four different perspectives over the span of fifty-four harrowing minutes, terror reigns as one student’s calculated re-
venge turns into the ultimate game of survival.    
 

Julie 
The Hangman’s Daughter by Oliver Pötzsch  
Germany, 1660: When a dying boy is pulled from the river with a mark crudely tattooed on his shoulder, hangman Jakob Kuisl is 
called upon to investigate whether witchcraft is at play. So begins The Hangman's Daughter--the chillingly detailed, fast-paced 
historical thriller from German television screenwriter, Oliver Pötzsch--a descendent of the Kuisls, a famous Bavarian executioner 
clan.   
 
 
 



Kirstin 
Sun Bread by Elisa Kleven  
Winter's gray chill has set in and everyone misses the sun-especially the baker.  So she decides to bring some warmth to the town by 
making sun bread.  And as the bread bakes, rising hot and delicious, everyone comes out to share in its goodness.  Everyone, includ-
ing the sun itself.  With a lilting, rhyming text, colorful illustrations, and a recipe for baking your own sun bread, this tasty treat from 
the illustrator of the best-selling Abuela is just right for all ages to enjoy.     
 
Mary 
I Let You Go by Clare Mackintosh  
In a split second, Jenna Gray's world descends into a nightmare. Her only hope of moving on is to walk away from everything she 
knows to start afresh. Desperate to escape, Jenna moves to a remote cottage on the Welsh coast, but she is haunted by her fears, her 
grief and her memories of a cruel November night that changed her life forever. Slowly, Jenna begins to glimpse the potential for 
happiness in her future. But her past is about to catch up with her, and the consequences will be devastating . . . .      

 
Melvyn 
Norwegian Wood: Chopping, Stacking, and Drying Wood the Scandinavian Way by Lars Mytting  
Norwegian Wood provides useful advice on the rustic hows and whys of taking care of your heating needs, but it’s also a thoughtful 
attempt to understand man’s age-old predilection for stacking wood and passion for open fires. An intriguing window into the exoti-
cism of Scandinavian culture, the book also features enough inherently interesting facts and anecdotes and inspired prose.  
 

Miranda 
The Wonder by Emma Donoghue 
In the latest masterpiece by Emma Donoghue, an English nurse brought to a small Irish village to observe what appears to be a mira-
cle-a girl said to have survived without food for months-soon finds herself fighting to save the child's life. Tourists flock to the cabin 
of eleven-year-old Anna O'Donnell, who believes herself to be living off manna from heaven, and a journalist is sent to cover the 
sensation. Lib Wright, a veteran of Florence Nightingale's Crimean campaign, is hired to keep watch over the girl. The Wonder 
works beautifully on many levels--a tale of two strangers who transform each other's lives, a powerful psychological thriller, and a 
story of love pitted against evil.      
 

Sharon 
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, translated by Henning Koch  
Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his bedroom 
window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him the bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be 
bitter just because he doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story 
and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and acci-
dentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the 
ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' association to their very 
foundations.    
 

Victoria 
Girl Waits with Gun by Amy Stewart 
A novel based on the forgotten true story of one of the nation’s first female deputy sheriffs. Constance Kopp doesn’t quite fit the 
mold. She towers over most men, has no interest in marriage or domestic affairs, and has been isolated from the world since a family 
secret sent her and her sisters into hiding fifteen years ago. One day a belligerent and powerful silk factory owner runs down their 
buggy, and a dispute over damages turns into a war of bricks, bullets, and threats as he unleashes his gang on their family farm. 
When the sheriff enlists her help in convicting the men, Constance is forced to confront her past and defend her family — and she 
does it in a way that few women of 1914 would have dared.    

Source: goodreads.com 



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
The Lobster, directed by Yorgos Lanthimos. Colin Farrell stars as David, a man who has just been dumped by his wife. To 
make matters worse, David lives in a society where single people have 45 days to find true love, or else they are turned 
into the animal of their choice and released into the woods. David is kept at the mysterious hotel while he searches for a 
new partner, and after several romantic misadventures decides to make a daring escape to abandon this world. He ulti-
mately joins up with a rebel faction known as The Loners, a group founded on a complete rejection of romance. But once 
there David meets an enigmatic stranger (Rachel Weisz) who stirs up unexpected and strong feelings within him... At once 
a full immersion into a strange and surreal world, and a witty and clever reflection of our own society, The Lobster is a 

thrillingly audacious vision fully brought to life by Lanthimos and his terrific cast. The filmmaker displays a completely singular style 
and mastery of tone, finding the perfect balance between sharp-edged satire and romantic fable that entertains its audience while also 
leaving them with lots to reflect on long after the credits have rolled.  

 
Fire Song, directed by Adam Garnet Jones. One of the first films by a First Nations director to deal with two-spirited peo-
ple, the thoughtful and moving debut feature by Adam Garnet Jones focuses on Shane (Andrew Martin), an Anishinaabe 
teenager in Northern Ontario, struggling to support his family after his sister's suicide. Originally Shane planned to go 
away to college in the fall, and he had been trying to convince his secret boyfriend to come with him. Now he is torn be-
tween responsibilities at home and the promise of freedom calling from the city. When he finally has to choose between 
family or future, what will Shane do? Fire Song is a sensitive portrait, but often a wretched one, of young people at cross-
roads, set on a Canadian First Nations reservation but with resonance far beyond.  
     
La Belle Saison (Summertime), directed by Catherine Corsini. Set in 1971, Delphine (Izia Higelin), the daughter of farm-
ers in countryside France, decides to move to Paris in attempts to find her own life outside of her parents influence. After 
helping some feminists escape some trouble, she meets Carole (Cecile de France), who introduces her into helping their 
cause. Delphine introduces Carole into a whole other world as well. “An upbeat and majestic, luminous, golden-hued pe-
riod piece." French with English subtitles 
  
 
Henri Henri, directed by Martin Talbot. Henri attends to the upkeep of the lights and lamps in the convent where he has 
been living since early childhood. Orphaned and forgotten by all, Henri is timid and withdrawn. One day, he is forced to 
leave the protective walls of the institution and is suddenly sent out into a world that is foreign to him. Led by his naivety, 
he tries to bring light into the lives of people who are, like him, alone. He especially tries to revive the fire in Helene's 
heart, the beautiful box office clerk, who lives in an obscure world and who Henri is secretly in love with. French with 
English subtitles   
 
 
3 Couers (3 Hearts), directed by Benoît Jacquot. A touching and tense drama about destiny, connections, and passion, 3 
Hearts presents a headily romantic look at a classic love triangle. One night in provincial France, Marc (Benoît 
Poelvoorde) meets Sylvie (Charlotte Gainsbourg) after missing his train back to Paris. Instantly and intensely drawn to 
one another, they wander through the streets until morning in rare, almost choreographed, harmony. A thwarted plan for a 
second meeting sends each in a separate direction - Sylvie reunites with her ex and leaves France; Marc falls in love and 
marries. What neither knows is that Marc's new bride is Sylvie's sister, Sophie (Chiara Mastroianni). Upon Sylvie's return 
to France, the spark between her and Marc is reignited in ways that will forever alter the relationships between sister to 

sister and husband to wife. French with English subtitles 
 
Maggie’s Plan, directed by Rebecca Miller. In this witty romantic comedy, Maggie (Greta Gerwig) is a vibrant New 
Yorker, who without success in finding love, decides to have a child on her own. But when she meets John Harding 
(Ethan Hawke), an anthropology professor and struggling novelist, she falls in love for the first time. Complicating mat-
ters, John is in an unhappy marriage with Georgette (Julianne Moore), an ambitious academic who is driven by her work. 
With some help from Maggie's eccentric best friends, married couple Tony (Bill Hader) and Felicia (Maya Rudolph), 
Maggie sets in motion a new plan that intertwines their lives and connects them in surprising and humorous ways.  
 

February Spotlight 

Love is in the Air 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he Royal Li-
brary had been 
very busy in the 
last month after 

the Christmas festivi-
ties.  The subjects seemed 
to enjoy getting back to 
their routines and the 
weather wizards, after a 
cold beginning to the 
month, had let the temper-
ature rise much to the de-
light of the Royal Chil-
dren.  This month was the 
month of love and fami-
lies and the Royal Li-
brary had 
books and programs 
for both subjects. 
 
Lady Christina had experienced a run of good luck.  She had 
won three contests with excellent prizes.  This could have 
been because she entered every contest she read about but 
still she was charmed.  Book Fact:  Ford Madox Ford recom-
mended that readers judge a new book, not by its first page, 
but by its 99th, the better to gauge the book’s quality. 
 
Lady Connie had not had the best of luck.  Her top floor had 
flooded and collapsed into her kitchen.  Fortunately, her 
spouse, Sir Steve, had come to the rescue of his damsel in 
distress and was making the house even more beautiful than 
before.  Book Fact:   The smallest book in the Welsh Nation-
al Library is Old King Cole. It measures 1mm x 1mm and the 
pages can only be turned with a needle. 
 
Lady Sharon was very excited to be going to a huge Library 
Conference in the realm of Toronto, Ontario.  She would be 
going to sessions to help the Royal Library become even bet-
ter.  Book Fact:   The first person Ray Brad-bury asked out 
was a book-store clerk; they married in 1947 and were to-
gether until her death in 2003. 
 
Lady Mary was preparing for Birthday Season in her fami-
ly.  She had also started her pottery hobby again.  She hoped 
to perfect her cylinder. ( A lofty goal I know.) Book 
Fact:  The Norwegian translation of the Mr. Men book Mr. 
Bump is called Herr Dumpidump. 
 
Lady Miranda had been a little upset by the last newsletter 
since this scribe had said that she had a big head and was 
called the "pretty one".  She said it made her sound like an 
egomaniac.  This scribe would like to clear up this gross faux 
pas.  Although she is the pretty one and she has measured in 
with the biggest head, Lady Miranda is NOT at all an egoma-
niac!  Book Fact:  In order to feel close to it, Joan Didion 
often sleeps in the same room as the book she is working on. 
 
Wizard Melvyn was busy arranging the library furniture and 
shuffling the books to better serve the subjects.  She would 
also be attending the library conference with Lady Sha-
ron.  Book Fact:  Around £2.2 billion is spent on books in the 
UK each year. A fifth of this is spent on children’s books. 
 
 
 

Lady Victoria was back 
from her Christmas holi-
day and had been a great 
help at the Royal Li-
brary's  Books and Bev-
ies fundraiser.  Book 
Fact: According to one 
estimate, J. R. R. Tolkien 
is the author of the sec-
ond and third biggest-
selling novels in the 
world. 
 
Lady Kirstin was still on 
maternity leave and her 
family was happy and 
healthy.  She was still 
participating in the com-
munity and was doing 
well.  Book Fact:  In 

2007, Stephen King was mistaken for a vandal when he start-
ed signing books during an unannounced visit to a bookshop 
in Australia.  
 
Lady Amy had a most enjoyable awakening one morning in 
her country home.  She had heard an interesting noise and 
had the experience of seeing an owl outside her win-
dow.  Book Fact:  The most expensive printed book in the 
world is the 1640 Bay Psalm book from America. It sold in 
November 2013 for $14.2 million. 
 
Lady Julie's life had been so exciting that she couldn't give 
any news but said I could make something up.  I'm quite sure 
that Lady Julie enjoys the company of a giraffe in her living 
room.  (Just a thought.)  Book Fact:   ‘Bibliosmia‘ is the en-
joyment of the smell of old books. 
 
Lady Arlene has again been busy holding workshop for peo-
ple to make wonderful crafts.  She works very hard to help 
these people succeed and after a very long day has the satis-
faction of knowing she did her best work for the less 
crafty.  Book Fact:  The first book bought on Amazon was 
called Fluid Concepts and Creative Analogies: Computer 
Models of the Fundamental Mechanisms of Thought 
 
Lady Emma Joy had to write her final exams from her insti-
tution of higher learning.  The Ladies have great confidence 
that she will do very well.  Book Fact:  The Birds of America 
book sells for the low, low price of 7.9 million dollars. 
 
The Royal library was ready for the shortest month of the 
year keeping in mind that spring was less than 2 months 
away and they should be prepared for their subjects to start 
their yard and renovation projects.    
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 

T The Library Ladies 


