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Holiday Hours:  
December 23 through 26: CLOSED 
December 27: 10am-8pm 
December 28 & 29: 10am-5pm 
December 31: 10am-2pm 
January 1: CLOSED 
 
Book Club: For  our  January 8 meeting we are reading Clock Dance by Anne Tyler . A bitter -

sweet novel of hope and regret, fulfillment and renewal, Clock Dance brings us the everyday life of a 

woman who decides it’s never too late to change direction, and choose your own path. New Book 

Club members are always welcome!   

Four Eyes Film Series: December  12, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas, Puzzle, directed by Marc 

Turtletaub. Showing one night only! See next page for details. 

Armchair Travel: Tuesday, January 8, 7pm in the LMC. “Iraq & Afghanistan: Experiencing 

Compassion in the Most Dangerous Countries,” presented by Eric Rajah. 

Local History series: Thur sday, January 24, 7pm in the LMC. “A Child in Britain: World War 

Two,” presented by Sylvia Gillespie.  

Colouring Club for Adults: January 9 and 23. Relax, unwind and enjoy quiet conversation while 

being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. Adults and older teens only, 

please. Held every other Wednesday 6-8pm in the library —see our website for upcoming dates. 

Children’s Programs: Our  winter /spr ing 2019 children’s programs  run January 8 through Febru-

ary 15, February 26 through April 12, and April 23 through May 31. Children will be registered for 

the entire session. Registration begins Wednesday, January 2 at 10am. Call us or register in person. 

Classes fill very quickly, typically within the first half hour, so register early to avoid disappoint-

ment! There is a one-time $5 fee, or craft supply donation, per family. 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer use 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 
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Independent Film Series 

Local History Presentations 

Armchair Travel Presentations 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films are shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at Lacombe 

City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until 8pm on the Tuesday before 

the film. On the day of the film, tickets are only available at the door, $10 each, cash only and subject to availa-

bility. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket 

proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

December 12 > Puzzle, directed by Marc Turtletaub  

Puzzle is a closely observed portrait of Agnes, who has reached her early 40s without ever venturing far from home, family or the 

tight-knit immigrant community in which she was raised by her widowed father. That begins to change in a quietly dramatic fash-

ion when Agnes receives a jigsaw puzzle as a birthday gift and experiences the heady thrill of not only doing something she en-

joys, but being very, very good at it. After years of concerning herself exclusively with the needs and wants of her husband Louie 

and sons Ziggy and Gabe, Agnes has found something that she wants to do. Stepping out of her domestic bubble to pursue her 

new hobby, Agnes meets Robert, a wealthy, reclusive inventor who immediately recognizes her talent and recruits her as his part-

ner for an upcoming world jigsaw tournament. Each day she spends out in the world, puzzling and conversing with Robert, takes 

Agnes further along on the road to a new understanding of herself and her strengths. With that understanding come new insights 

and an assertiveness that finds her speaking out on her own behalf and pushing back against the assumptions and routines that 

have until now defined her role in her family. Ultimately, Agnes will decide for herself what comes next. 

USA // 103 mins // English // Rated: PG  

>>Buy a ticket and enter to win a great door prize, including a beautiful jigsaw puzzle! 
 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

The Ravenmaster : My Life With the Ravens at the Tower of London by Christopher Skaife 
The ravens at the Tower of London are of mighty importance: rumor has it that if a raven from the Tower should 
ever leave, the city will fall. The title of Ravenmaster, therefore, is a serious title indeed, and after decades of serv-
ing the Queen, Yeoman Warder Christopher Skaife took on the added responsibility of caring for the infamous 
ravens. In The Ravenmaster, he lets us in on his life as he feeds his birds raw meat and biscuits soaked in blood, 
buys their food at Smithfield Market, and ensures that these unusual, misunderstood, and utterly brilliant corvids 
are healthy, happy, and ready to captivate the four million tourists who flock to the Tower every year. A reward-
ing, intimate, and inspiring partnership has developed between the ravens and their charismatic and charming hu-
man, the Ravenmaster, who shares the folklore, history, and superstitions surrounding the ravens and the Tower. 
Shining a light on the behavior of the birds, their pecking order and social structure, and the tricks they play on us, 
Skaife shows who the Tower’s true guardians really are―and the result is a compelling and irreverent narrative 

that will surprise and enchant.  
 
City of Secrets by Victoria Thompson  
Con artist Elizabeth Miles has determined that Society is the biggest con of all. So far, Elizabeth’s only real social 
success has been with Priscilla Knight. Priscilla is a dedicated suffragist who was recently widowed for the second 
time in her young life. Her beloved first husband, DeForrest Jenks, died in a tragic accident and left her with two 
young daughters and a comfortable fortune. Soon after his death, her pastor convinced her she needed a man to 
look after her. Before she knew it, he had engineered a whirlwind courtship and hasty marriage to fellow parish-
ioner Endicott Knight. Less than nine months later, Endicott is also dead in a somewhat less tragic and even more 
suspicious accident. Priscilla confides to Elizabeth that she had understood Endicott was wealthy in his own right, 
and she had brought a sizeable fortune to the marriage as well. Now her banker is telling her she has hardly any 
money left and that her house has been mortgaged. The banker has hinted at a scandal that could damage the fami-
ly’s reputation and her daughters’ future prospects. Fearing destructive gossip, Priscilla doesn’t know whom to 

trust. Elizabeth discovers some unsavory evidence that seems to point to the possibility that Endicott’s death may have been con-
nected to blackmail. To save her new friend’s future, Elizabeth must use her special set of skills to find the truth.         

 
Rick Mercer Final Report by Rick Mercer  
This volume brings together never-before-published rants from the last five seasons of the show, plus a selection 
of the very best rants from earlier years. And throughout the book, in a series of brilliant new essays, Rick shares 
his hilarious, moving and at times hair-raising memories from the past fifteen years. Remember when he and Jann 
Arden travelled by helicopter to a terrifying bat cave in a mountain? No--because that trip went so horribly wrong 
it never made it to the screen. Pierre Berton--what was really in that joint he rolled? (It wasn't oregano.) What ca-
tastrophe took place in Norman Jewison's bathroom? And can the show still go on when your director in charge is 
delirious from an allergic reaction? (Yes.) All this and more is revealed by Rick in some of his sharpest and funni-
est writing yet.            
 
 
 Anthropocene: Burtynsky, Baichwal, de Pencier edited by Sophie Hackett, Andrea Kunard, Urs Stahel  
Anthropocene is the latest book by Edward Burtynsky, Jennifer Baichwal, and Nicholas de Pencier to chronicle 
the massive and irreversible impact of humans on the Earth — on a geological scale. In photographs that are both 
stunning and disconcerting, Burtynsky, Baichwal, and de Pencier document species extinction (the burning of 
elephant tusks to disrupt the illegal trade of ivory), technofossils (swathes of discarded plastic forming geological 
layers), and terraforming (mines and industrial agriculture). The book also features a range of essays by artists, 
curators, and scientists, some part of an international group of scientists who have proposed that the Earth is now 
entering a new era of geological time where human activity is the driving force behind environmental and geologi-
cal change — i.e. the Anthropocene. Thus the book brings contemporary art into conversation with environmental 
science and anthropology on a topic that urgently affects all of us.  
 
All Our Relations: Finding the Path Forward by Tanya Talaga 
In this vital and incisive work, Tanya Talaga explores the alarming rise of youth suicide in Indigenous communi-
ties in Canada and beyond. From Northern Ontario to Nunavut, Norway, Brazil, Australia, and the United States, 
the Indigenous experience in colonized nations is startlingly similar and deeply disturbing. It is an experience 
marked by the violent separation of Peoples from the land, the separation of families, and the separation of indi-
viduals from traditional ways of life -- all of which has culminated in a spiritual separation that has had an endur-
ing impact on generations of Indigenous children. As a result of this colonial legacy, too many communities today 
lack access to the basic determinants of health -- income, employment, education, a safe environment, health ser-
vices -- leading to a mental health and youth suicide crisis on a global scale. But, Talaga reminds us, First Peoples 
also share a history of resistance, resilience, and civil rights activism, from the Occupation of Alcatraz led by the 
Indians of All Tribes, to the Northern Ontario Stirland Lake Quiet Riot, to the Standing Rock protests against the 

Dakota Access Pipeline, which united Indigenous Nations from across Turtle Island in solidarity. Based on her Atkinson Fellowship 
in Public Policy series, All Our Relations is a powerful call for action, justice, and a better, more equitable world for all Indigenous 
Peoples. 
 



On the same page 
Discover new books & authors 

Christmas Fiction 
 
A Christmas Return by Anne Perry 
As Charlotte Pitt's grandmother Mariah Ellison finds herself investigating a long-unsolved slaying, it becomes clear 
that grappling with intrigue and foul play runs in the family. A festive Christmas package left on Mariah's doorstep 
contains an ominous present, sparking memories of a twenty-year-old murder that shattered her friendship with the 
victim's widow. Though the gift is a bitter reminder of that tragic time, in the spirit of the season Mariah travels to 
Surrey in hopes of reconciling with her estranged friend and solving the crime that drove them apart.   
 
 
 
 
A Lot Like Christmas by Connie Willis   
Brimming with Willis's trademark insights and imagination, these heartwarming tales are full of humor, absurdity, 
human foibles, tragedy, joy, and hope. They both embrace and send up many of the best Christmas traditions, in-
cluding the holiday newsletter, Secret Santas, office parties, holiday pageants, and Christmas dinners (both elabo-
rate and spare). There are Rockettes, the best and worst Christmas movies, modern-day Magi, Ghosts of Christ-
mases Past, Present, and Yet to Come--and the triumph of generosity over greed. Like all the timeless classics we 
return to year after year, these stories affirm our faith in love, magic, and the wonder of the season.    
 
 
 
 
A Scandal in the Battersea by Mercedes Lackey  
Christmas is a very special time of year. It is special for Psychic Nan Killian and Medium Sarah Lyon-White and 
their ward Suki, who are determined to celebrate it properly. It is special for their friends, Doctor John Watson, and 
his wife Mary, both Elemental Masters, who have found great delight in the season seeing it through young Suki’s 
eyes. It is also special to others...for very different reasons. For Christmas Eve is also hallowed to dark forces, 
powers older than mankind, powers that come awake on this, the Longest Night. Powers best left alone. Powers 
that could shake the foundations of London and beyond. It begins slowly. Women disappearing in the dark of 
night, women only missed by those of their own kind. The whispers only begin when they start to reappear—
because when they do, they are no longer sane. And when Nan and Sarah and the Watsons are called on to examine 
these victims, they discover that it was no ordinary horror of the streets that drove them mad. But then, the shad-
ows reach for other victims—girls of good, even exalted families, who vanish from concerts, lectures, and evening 

balls. And it will take the combined forces of Magic, Psychic Powers, and the worlds greatest detective to stop the darkness before it 
can conquer all.    

 
Seven Day of Us by Francesca Hornak  
A warm, wry, sharply observed debut novel about what happens when a family is forced to spend a week together 
in quarantine over the holidays... It's Christmas, and for the first time in years the entire Birch family will be under 
one roof. Even Emma and Andrew's elder daughter--who is usually off saving the world--will be joining them at 
Weyfield Hall, their aging country estate. But Olivia, a doctor, is only coming home because she has to. Having 
just returned from treating an epidemic abroad, she's been told she must stay in quarantine for a week...and so too 
should her family. For the next seven days, the Birches are locked down, cut off from the rest of humanity--and 
even decent Wi-FI--and forced into each other's orbits."  
 
 
 
The Shepherd, The Angel, and Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog by Dave Barry 
One of the warmest, funniest, and most delightful Christmas stories ever—from Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Dave Barry. With fond nostalgia, Dave Barry takes readers back to a simpler time: The year is 1960, and young 
Doug Barnes is playing a shepherd in the Christmas pageant at St. John’s Episcopal Church—which is a very big 
deal. But there are problems everywhere. His fellow shepherds are misbehaving, which makes their director, Mrs. 
Elkins, yell at all of them; the girl he likes is playing Mary opposite a Joseph who is depressingly smart, athletic, 
and cute; the family dog is doing very poorly, and they have no idea what they’re going to tell Doug’s little sister, 
Becky, who’s playing one of the Host of Angels and who loves the dog more than anything; and his dad’s just 
gotten a flat tire, which means they might not even get to the pageant after all. But Christmas is a time of miracles. 
And for Doug and his family, this will be the most miraculous Christmas of all.  
 

  



Adult Fiction 
 
Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Andre Alexis - Days By Moonlight 
David Baldacci - Long Road to Mercy 
Fiona Barton - The Suspect 
Marie Benedict - The Only Woman in the Room  
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Elizabeth Berg - Night of Miracles 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Rhys Bowen - The Victory Garden 
C.J. Box - Wolf Pack 
Alan Bradley - The Golden Tresses of the Dead 
Benet Brandreth - Spy of Venice 
Patricia Briggs - Storm Chased 
Ken Bruen - In the Galway Silence 
James Lee Burke - The New Iberia Blues 
Jillian Cantor - In Another Time 
Lee Child - Past Tense 
Laura Childs - Eggs on Ice 
Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke - You Don’t Own Me 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Harlan Coben - Run Away 
John Connelly - Dark Sacred Night  
Cressida Conolly - After the Party 
Bernard Cornwell - War of the Wolf 
Niklas Natt och Dag - The Wolf and the Watchman 
Trent Dalton - Boy Swallows Universe 
Kathryn Davis - The Silk Road 
Tatiana de Rosnay - The Rain Watcher 
Robert Disdale - The Toymakers 
Tim Dorsey - No Sunscreen for the Dead 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Kate Ellis - The Boy Who Lived With the Dead 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Stephanie Evanovich - Under the Table 
Sebastian Faulkes - Paris Echo 
Lyndsay Faye - The Paragon Hotel 
Jessica Fellowes - Bright Young Dead 
Joy Fielding - All the Wrong Places 
Mick Finlay - The Murder Pit 
Lydia Fitzpatrick - Lights All Night Long 
Therese Anne Fowler - A Well-Behaved Woman 
Nina George - The Book of Dreams 
Rabeah Ghaffari - To Keep the Sun Alive 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
Tracey Garvis Graves - The Girl He Used to Know 
Anne Griffin - When All Is Said 
Elly Griffiths - The Stranger Diaries 
James Grippando - The Girl in the Glass Box 
John Grisham - The Reckoning 
Stacey Halls - The Familiars 
Ian Hamilton - The Goddess of Yantai 
Steve Hamilton - Honorable Assassin 
Sophie Hannah - The Next to Die 
Amy Harmon - What the Wind Knows 
Jane Harper - The Lost Man  
C.S. Harris - Who Slays the Wicked 
Samantha Harvey - The Western Wind 

Peter Heller - The River 
Sally Hepworth - The Mother-in-Law 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Anne Hillerman - The Tale Teller 
Anthony Horowitz - Forever and a Day 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Greg Iles - Cemetery Road 
Peter James - Absolute Proof 
J.A. Jance - The A List 
Bali Kaur Jaswel - The Unlikely Adventures of the  
Shergill Sisters 
Pam Jenoff - The Lost Girls of Paris 
Ma Jian - China Dream 
Iris Johanson - Dark Tribute 
Ragnar Jonasson - Rupture 
Daniel Kalla - We All Fall Down 
Guy Gavriel Kay - A Brightness Long Ago 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Jonathan Kellerman - The Wedding Guest 
Julia Kelly - The Light Over Condon 
Martha Hall Kelly - Lost Roses  
Khaled Khalifa - Death is Hard Work  
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Stephen King - Elevation 
Thomas King - Matter of Malice 
Barbara Kingsolver - Unsheltered 
Sophie Kinsella - I Owe You One 
Mercedes Lackey - The Bartered Brides 
Caroline Lea - The Glass Woman 
Donna Leon - Unto Us a Son Is Given 
Diane Les Becquets - The Last Woman in the Forest 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Elinor Lipman - Good Riddance 
George R.R. Martin - Fire and Blood    
Val McDermid - Broken Ground 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Joyce Carol Oates - Hazards of Time Travel 
Stewart O’Nan - Henry, Himself 
Anthony O’Neil - Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Seek 
Helen Oyeyemi - Gingerbread 
Louise Penny - Kingdom of the Blind 
Anne Perry - Triple Jeopardy 
Carol Potenza - Hearts of the Missing 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Michael Robertson - A Baker Street Wedding 
Eden Robinson - Trickster Drift 
Dianne Setterfild - Once Upon a River 
Lisa Scottoline - Someone Knows 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Lisa See - The Island of Sea Women 
Danielle Steel - Beauchamp Hall 
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Adriana Trigiani - Tony’s Wife  
Peter Tremayne - Bloodmoon 
Alison Weir - Anne of Kleve 

 
 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

December Special - Our favourite books of the year!  

Amy 
The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline  
In a futuristic world ravaged by global warming, people have lost the ability to dream, and the dreamlessness has led to widespread 
madness. The only people still able to dream are North America's Indigenous people, and it is their marrow that holds the cure for 
the rest of the world. But getting the marrow, and dreams, means death for the unwilling donors. Driven to flight, a fifteen-year-old 
and his companions struggle for survival, attempt to reunite with loved ones and take refuge from the "recruiters" who seek them 
out to bring them to the marrow-stealing "factories."    
 

Carol 
Carolan's Farewell by Charles Foran  
Luminous and mischievous, Carolan’s Farewell is the story of a journey home and of changing times. In 18th-century Ireland, the 
legendary harper Carolan and his faithful companion Owen Connor make a final ride across a countryside ravaged by famine and 
the collapse of old traditions, but still alive with spirit and energy. Carolan’s Farewell is tender, sad and funny, a haunting novel 
filled with music and humour, the warmth of friendship and the lore of Ireland.     

 
Connie 
An Easy Death by Charlaine Harris 
The first in the Gunnie Rose series—centered on a young gunslinging mercenary, Lizbeth Rose. Set in a fractured United States, in 
the southwestern country now known as Texoma. A world where magic is acknowledged but mistrusted, especially by a young gun-
slinger named Lizbeth Rose. Battered by a run across the border to Mexico Lizbeth Rose takes a job offer from a pair of Russian 
wizards to be their local guide and gunnie. For the wizards, Gunnie Rose has already acquired a fearsome reputation and they’re at 
a desperate crossroad, even if they won’t admit it. They’re searching through the small border towns near Mexico, trying to locate a 
low-level magic practitioner, Oleg Karkarov. The wizards believe Oleg is a direct descendant of Grigori Rasputin, and that Oleg’s 
blood can save the young tsar’s life. As the trio journey through an altered America, shattered into several countries by the assassi-
nation of Franklin Roosevelt and the Great Depression, they’re set on by enemies. It’s clear that a powerful force does not want 
them to succeed in their mission. Lizbeth Rose is a gunnie who has never failed a client, but her oath will test all of her skills and 
resolve to get them all out alive.     
 

Emma Joy 
Dreamers Often Lie by Jacqueline West 
Jaye wakes up from a skiing accident with a fractured skull, a blinding headache, and her grip on reality sliding into delusion. De-
termined to get back to her starring role in the school production of A Midsummer Night's Dream, Jaye lies to her sister, her mom, 
her doctors. She's fine, she says. She's fine. If anyone knew the truth - that hallucinations of Shakespeare and his characters have 
followed her from her hospital bed to the high school halls - it would all be over. She’s almost managing to pull off the act when 
Romeo shows up in her anatomy class. And it turns out that he's 100% real. Suddenly Jaye has to choose between lying to everyone 
else and lying to herself. Troubled by the magnetic new kid, a long-lost friend turned recent love interest, and the darkest parts of 
her family's past, Jaye’s life tangles with Shakespeare's most famous plays until she can't tell where truth ends and pretending be-
gins. Soon, secret meetings and dizzying first kisses give way to more dangerous things. How much is real, how much is in Jaye's 
head, and how much does it matter as she flies toward a fate over which she seems to have no control?             
 

Julie 
Hold the Dark by William Giraldi  
At the start of another pitiless winter, wolves have taken three children from the remote Alaskan village of Keelut, including the six
-year-old son of Medora and Vernon Slone. Wolf expert Russell Core is called in to investigate these killings and discovers an un-
holy truth harbored by Medora before she disappears. When her husband returns home to discover his boy dead and his wife miss-
ing, he begins a maniacal pursuit that cuts a bloody swath across the frozen landscape. With the help of a local police detective, 
Core attempts to find Medora before her husband does, setting in motion a deadly chain of events in this “chilling, mysterious, and 
completely engaging novel.”       
 

Kirstin 
The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease  
The Read-Aloud Handbook imparts the benefits, rewards, and importance of reading aloud to children of a new generation. Sup-
ported by delightful anecdotes as well as the latest research, The Read-Aloud Handbook offers proven techniques and strategies—
and the reasoning behind them—for helping children discover the pleasures of reading and setting them on the road to becoming 
lifelong readers.         
 



Mary 
The War That Saved My Life followed by The War I Finally Won by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
In the first book in the series, Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twist-
ed foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—
she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. 
As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to 
love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother 
fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?        

 
Melvyn 
The Overstory by Richard Powers  
An Air Force loadmaster in the Vietnam War is shot out of the sky, then saved by falling into a banyan. An artist inherits a hundred 
years of photographic portraits, all of the same doomed American chestnut. A hard-partying undergraduate in the late 1980s electro-
cutes herself, dies, and is sent back into life by creatures of air and light. A hearing- and speech-impaired scientist discovers that trees 
are communicating with one another. These four, and five other strangers—each summoned in different ways by trees—are brought 
together in a last and violent stand to save the continent’s few remaining acres of virgin forest. delivers a sweeping, impassioned nov-
el of activism and resistance that is also a stunning evocation of—and paean to—the natural world. From the roots to the crown and 
back to the seeds, The Overstory unfolds in concentric rings of interlocking fables that range from antebellum New York to the late 
twentieth-century Timber Wars of the Pacific Northwest and beyond, exploring the essential conflict on this planet: the one taking 
place between humans and nonhumans. There is a world alongside ours—vast, slow, interconnected, resourceful, magnificently in-
ventive, and almost invisible to us. This is the story of a handful of people who learn how to see that world and who are drawn up into 
its unfolding catastrophe. A monumental novel about reimagining our place in the living world. Shortlisted for the 2018 Man Booker 
Prize 
 

Miranda 
I Am, I Am, I Am: Seventeen Brushes With Death by Maggie O'Farrell  
We are never closer to life than when we brush up against the possibility of death. I Am, I Am, I Am is Maggie O'Farrell's astonishing 
memoir of the near-death experiences that have punctuated and defined her life. The childhood illness that left her in the hospital for 
nearly a year, which she was not expected to survive. A teenage yearning to escape that nearly ended in disaster. An encounter with a 
serial killer on a remote path. And, most terrifying of all, an ongoing, daily struggle to protect her daughter from a condition that 
leaves her unimaginably vulnerable to life's myriad dangers. Seventeen discrete encounters with Maggie at different ages, in different 
locations, reveal a whole life in a series of tense, visceral snapshots. In taut prose that vibrates with electricity and a restrained emo-
tion, O'Farrell captures the perils running just beneath the surface, and illuminates the preciousness, beauty and mysteries of life itself. 
 

Sharon 
The Lightkeeper’s Daughters by Jean E. Pendziwol  
Though her mind is still sharp, Elizabeth's eyes have failed. No longer able to linger over her beloved books or gaze at the paintings 
that move her spirit, she fills the void with music and memories of her family—a past that suddenly becomes all too present when her 
late father's journals are found amid the ruins of an old shipwreck. With the help of Morgan, a delinquent teenager performing com-
munity service, Elizabeth goes through the diaries, a journey through time that brings the two women closer together. Entry by entry, 
these unlikely friends are drawn deep into a world far removed from their own—to Porphyry Island on Lake Superior, where Eliza-
beth’s father manned the lighthouse seventy years before. As the words on these musty pages come alive, Elizabeth and Morgan 
begin to realize that their fates are connected to the isolated island in ways they never dreamed. While the discovery of Morgan's con-
nection sheds light onto her own family mysteries, the faded pages of the journals hold more questions than answers for Elizabeth, 
and threaten the very core of who she is.   
 

Victoria 
The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater  
Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant mother as the soon-to-be dead walk past. Blue herself never sees them—not 
until this year, when a boy emerges from the dark and speaks directly to her. His name is Gansey, and Blue soon discovers that he is a 
rich student at Aglionby, the local private school. Blue has a policy of staying away from Aglionby boys. Known as Raven Boys, they 
can only mean trouble. But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can’t entirely explain. He has it all—family money, good looks, 
devoted friends—but he’s looking for much more than that. He is on a quest that has encompassed three other Raven Boys: Adam, the 
scholarship student who resents all the privilege around him; Ronan, the fierce soul who ranges from anger to despair; and Noah, the 
taciturn watcher of the four, who notices many things but says very little. For as long as she can remember, Blue has been warned that 
she will cause her true love to die. She never thought this would be a problem. But now, as her life becomes caught up in the strange 
and sinister world of the Raven Boys, she’s not so sure anymore. .     



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

Becoming Santa, directed by Jeff Myers. A man decides to re-invent himself (at least for a few weeks) as a right 
jolly old elf in this documentary from director Jeff Myers. Jack Sanderson is a stocky, middle-aged man who has 
worked in the film business for years as an actor, producer and personal assistant. However, one year he gets the 
idea to add something new to his resume -- playing Santa Claus. Sanderson decides to find out what it's like to im-
personate Santa for a living, not to mention giving himself a dose of Christmas spirit after losing several close fam-
ily members. Sanderson grows out his beard, dyes it white, gets a custom-made Santa suit, and goes to Denver for a 
crash course at the American Events Santa School, where Susen Mesco has been turning ordinary guys into Kris 
Kringle for years. Diploma in hand, Sanderson lands a few gigs as Santa, ranging from ringing a bell for the Volun-
teers of America on a New York City street corner to dealing with a train full of fussy kids aboard a "Polar Ex-
press" in New Jersey. Along the way, Sanderson learns a lot about the history of Santa Claus and how he took on 

the image we know today, as well as meeting a number of other Santas and discovering the ups and downs of one of the world's most 
remarkable seasonal occupations.    

 
Murdoch Mysteries: A Merry Murdoch Christmas, directed by Michael McGowan. It's Christmas in Toronto, but 
after a city benefactor is murdered, Murdoch and the team investigate. However, is Krampus, the evil spirit of 
Christmas, the killer? Meanwhile George is facing Christmas alone, why does Brackenreid hate Christmas and 
what will Julia give William to unwrap?    
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Brown’s Boys: Crackin’ Christmas Specials, directed by Miranda Bowen and Jonny Campbell. Mrs. Brown’s 
Boys – Crackin’ Christmas Mrs. Brown returns for the festive frolics for another year of mayhem, mishaps and 
merriment. Mammy’s Christmas Punch Agnes Brown is determined to have a safe and peaceful Christmas at home 
this year. But with Mark and Betty rowing over the reappearance of his first love Bubbles, carol singers haunting 
Agnes's every waking hour and Buster installing a new Christmas tree with a very unusual feature, how will Agnes 
survive? Mammy's Widow's Memories When a handsome stranger appears in Foley's Pub, everyone presumes he 
must be after Cathy. But the stranger reveals he only has eyes for one special woman: Agnes Brown herself. Will 
Agnes go on her first date in years? And if she does, who's in for the bigger surprise: Agnes Brown, or the 
stranger?   
 
Last Tango in Halifax Special, directed by Nigel Cole. Catch up with the lives and relationships of reunited child-
hood sweethearts Alan and Celia and their family members in this warm and witty two-part special. To Celia s 
dismay, Caroline takes on a challenging new headship role at a troubled state school and buys a rundown farm-
house nearby. Is there more to this big upheaval than she s letting on and will her move prompt her mother and 
Alan to finally find a place of their own? Meanwhile Gillian is struggling to adjust to new husband Robbie being 
around all day since he retired from the police. With Celia trying to rope a reluctant Alan into her new amateur 
dramatics hobby, Caroline negotiating a tricky new relationship and Gillian fighting a compulsion to confess to 
Robbie how his brother really died, life for these much-loved characters is as complicated as ever.   
 
 
 
From Time to Time, directed by Julian Fellowes. It is 1944 and thirteen year-old Tolly Oldknow is sent to spend 
Christmas with his grandmother, whilst his mother searches for news of his father in wartime London. In the old 
house, he becomes a witness to events during the Napoleonic wars and finds himself slowly drawn into participat-
ing in the drama. Invisible to most people in the past, he begins to unravel the mystery which has bewildered his 
family for two centuries. The solution to the puzzle leads him into his greatest adventure yet. Starring Maggie 
Smith and Timothy Spall. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

December  Spotlight 
Christmas Cheer 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he late fall 
had been 
plagued 
by bouts 

of freezing rain and snow 
but the kingdom was 
buzzing with anticipation 
of the festive season of 
Christmas.  The children 
had enjoyed the Light Up 
the Night festival and 
parade and the shoppers 
were busy trying to find 
the perfect gifts for 
friends and families.  The 
Library Ladies had been 
asked to think of their 
favourite highlight of the 
last year.  This was a dif-
ficult task but they came 
up with some excellent answers. 
Lady Christina had survived another year for which she was 
very thankful and one of the highlights of her year had been 
going to an event that featured author Neil Gaiman, who was 
both interesting and entertaining.  Trivia:  When Neil 
Gaiman was a kid, he alphabetized all the books on his book-
shelf. 
Lady Connie's highlight was babysitting her 8 grandbaby 
turtles.  Her son, Sir Neil, has an extensive system of tanks 
for turtles and fish.  Lady Connie's favourite grandbaby turtle 
is Fancy Pants.  Trivia:   Pet turtles can live up to 30 years! 
Lady Sharon's highlight was becoming a dog owner.  Dolly, 
a beautiful Labradoodle, is intelligent and very entertain-
ing.  She has added another dimension to Sir Rick and Lady 
Sharon's day.  Trivia:   When a Labradoodle is bred to a 
Goldendoodle, a cross between a Golden Retriever and a 
Poodle, the end result is what is known as a Double Doodle. 
( I love it.) 
Lady Mary's highlight was her trip to the Yukon in 
June.  The country was beautiful and one of the best parts 
was seeing herds of moose, her second favourite ani-
mal.  Trivia:  The Carcross Desert in the Yukon has an area 
of one square mile and its sand dunes are a product of glacier 
movement. 
Lady Miranda could not decide between two highlights.  The 
first, she threw 3 functional cylinders on the pottery wheel 
and secondly, she had an amazing trip to Quebec with her 
family.  Trivia:  Quebec City is 410 years old and is the old-
est French speaking community in North America. 
Wizard Melvyn has decided her highlight is that she has im-
proved her skill of paper cutting astronomically.  She is no 
longer struggling to get the cutter to cooperate but rather, is 
now one with the instrument.  Trivia:  Paper cutters, similar 
to those of today, were patented in 1844 and 1852 by Guil-
laume Massiquot.  They have been around since the late 
1830s, when, in 1837 a model with a fixed blade on a flat 
surface was built. 
Lady Victoria had two highlights as well.  She went on a trip 
through Niagara Falls with her parents and also heard Neil 
Gaiman speak in Edmonton.  Trivia:  One and a half million 
gallons of water flow through the Niagara River every sec-
ond, or one cubic mile every week. 

Lady Kirstin's highlight 
is an accumulation of 
parenting victories that 
have taken her from sur-
viving parenthood of 
four toward thriving at 
parenting four. Bra-
vo!   Trivia:    In 2016 a 
study showed that twins 
lived longer due to the 
support they give each 
other.  Mothers of twins 
also showed a longer 
lifespan since they were 
thought to be stronger 
when carrying twins. 
Lady Amy answered 
that her road trip to 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 
was the highlight of her 

year.  That, and spending time with her grandchildren.  Triv-
ia:  It might sound a little strange, but, in Idaho, it is still 
against the law for a man to give his beloved a box of sweets 
that weighs more than 50 pounds.  (Seems reasonable really) 
Lady Julie's highlight was also a trip to the Yukon where she 
took the most magnificent picture of a lake reflecting the 
mountains and sky.  A picture worthy of an award.  Triv-
ia:  The population of the Yukon Territory is 39800 people 
and 75% of them live in the capital city of Whitehorse. 
Lady Emma Joy's highlight was the school trip she took to 
Europe in the spring.  She also added that she started her last 
year of high school.  Trivia:  Leading the way for 
worst school trips:  A junior high class went on a field trip to 
a dairy farm. They got to help milk the cows and help feed 
the calves. It was heaps of fun hanging out with the cows. 
The next stop on the trip was an abattoir… Where they 
watched the cows unloaded, killed and then went to the room 
where they cut out the bones. A couple of people cried, some 
vomited and more than one passed out. After that they went 
to lunch where they were served beef pies. It was not a well 
planned day. 
Lady Carol's highlight was taking a trip to Norway and really 
participating in the local culture and the fact that both her 
daughters got engaged in 2018.  That's a lot to process for 
one year.  Trivia:  Norway has the highest concentration of 
fjords in the world. Two of these, the Geiranger Fjord and 
the Nærøy fjord, feature on the Unesco World Heritage List. 
 
The Library Ladies hope that you have had a wonderful year 
in 2018 and wish you a Merry Christmas and all the best in 
the New Year! 

 
Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 

 
 

T 

The Library Ladies 
Happy Christmas from 


