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The Library will be CLOSED Monday, August 6. 
 
Summer Craft Club: Adults of all ages are welcome to enjoy this FREE program at the library. 
Bring a friend, have fun and be creative! Registration is required --Pick and choose, or come to all 
four Wednesday evenings: July 11, 6:30pm -- Beaded Key Chains or Bracelets, July 25, 6:30pm -- 
Stamped Bookmark & Gift Box, August 8, 6:30pm -- Découpage or Painted Plant Pots, August 22, 
6:30pm -- Framed Wall Art Piece  
 
Book Club: For  August 7 meeting we are reading the sun and her flowers by Rupi Kaur , an 
acclaimed poetry collection, and a vibrant and transcendent journey about growth and healing., an-
cestry and honoring one’s roots, expatriation and rising up to find a home within yourself.   
 
Colouring Club for Adults: August 15, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and enjoy quiet 
conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. Adults and 
older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming dates. 
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Our  popular  film ser ies will resume in September . Our  fall line-up will 
be announced the end of summer. Stay tuned! 
 
Armchair Travel and Local History series: will resume in the fall. 
 
Children’s Programs: Our  free, drop-in Summer Reading Program for ages 2-13 runs July 3 
through August 17. Visit our website for days and times. Registration for regular children’s programs 
will take place Tuesday, September 4 at 10am. Classes run September 11 through October 26 and 
November 6 through December 21. There is a fee of $5 (or a craft supply donation) per family. 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Number One Chinese Restaurant by Lillian Li 
The Beijing Duck House in Rockville, Maryland, is not only a beloved go-to setting for hunger pangs and celebra-
tions; it is its own world, inhabited by waiters and kitchen staff who have been fighting, loving, and aging within its 
walls for decades. When disaster strikes, this working family’s controlled chaos is set loose, forcing each character 
to confront the conflicts that fast-paced restaurant life has kept at bay. Owner Jimmy Han hopes to leave his late 
father’s homespun establishment for a fancier one. Jimmy’s older brother, Johnny, and Johnny’s daughter, Annie, 
ache to return to a time before a father’s absence and a teenager’s silence pushed them apart. Nan and Ah-Jack, 
longtime Duck House employees, are tempted to turn their thirty-year friendship into something else, even as Nan’s 
son, Pat, struggles to stay out of trouble. And when Pat and Annie, caught in a mix of youthful lust and boredom, 
find themselves in a dangerous game that implicates them in the Duck House tragedy, their families must decide 

how much they are willing to sacrifice to help their children. Generous in spirit, unaffected in its intelligence, multi-voiced, poign-
ant, and darkly funny, Number One Chinese Restaurant looks beyond red tablecloths and silkscreen murals to share an unforgetta-
ble story about youth and aging, parents and children, and all the ways that our families destroy us while also keeping us grounded 
and alive.  

 
She’s Not There by Tamsin Grey  
When Jonah and Raff wake up on Monday, their mother Lucy isn’t there. Although Jonah is only nine, he is the big 
brother, and knows enough about the world to keep her absence a secret. If anyone found out she’d left them alone, 
it could be disastrous for him and Raff; and she'll be back, he’s nearly sure. With growing unease, he puzzles over 
the clues she’s left behind. Who sent her the flowers? Why are all her shoes still in the house? Why is her phone 
buried in a plant pot? And who, in their diverse south London community, might know more about her than he 
does? Tamsin Grey’s outstanding debut is tender, funny and unsettling.     
 
 
 
The Mansions of Murder by Paul Doherty  
A murdered priest, a missing body, stolen treasure: Brother Athelstan tackles his most challenging investigation to 
date. 
October, 1381. Brother Athelstan is summoned to the church of St Benet's in Queenhithe to investigate the murder 
of a priest. Parson Reynaud has been found stabbed to death inside his own locked church. Other disturbing discov-
eries include an empty coffin and a ransacked money chest. Who would commit murder inside a holy church? Who 
would spirit away a corpse the night before the funeral - and who would be brave enough to steal treasure belonging 
to the most feared gangleader in London? Meanwhile, the death of one of Athelstan's parishioners reveals a shock-
ing secret. Could there be a connection to the murdered priest of St Benet's? 
Athelstan's investigations will lure him into the dark and dangerous world of the gangmaster known as The Flesher, 

whose influence has a frighteningly long reach ... .       
 
The Ruin by Dervla McTiernan  
When Aisling Conroy's boyfriend Jack is found in the freezing black waters of the river Corrib in Ireland, the police 
tell her it was suicide. She throws herself into work, trying to forget—but Jack's sister Maude reappears in Ireland 
after years abroad, determined to prove Jack was murdered.  Meanwhile, Detective Cormac Reilly, who was recent-
ly transferred to Galway from his squad in Dublin, is assigned to dig into a cold case from twenty years ago—the 
seeming overdose of Jack and Maude's drug and alcohol addled mother. Other detectives are connecting Jack’s 
death to his mother’s, and pushing Reilly to arrest Maude, and fast. But instinct tells him something isn’t quite what 
it seems… This unsettling small-town noir draws us deep into the dark heart of Ireland, where corruption, despera-
tion, and crime run rife. A gritty look at trust and betrayal where the written law isn't the only one, The Ruin asks 
who will protect you when the authorities can't—or won't.     
 
European Travel for the Monstrous Gentlewoman by Theodora Goss 
In the sequel to the critically acclaimed The Strange Case of the Alchemist's Daughter, Mary Jekyll and the rest of 
the daughters of literature's mad scientists embark on a madcap adventure across Europe to rescue another mon-
strous girl and stop the Alchemical Society's nefarious plans once and for all. Mary Jekyll's life has been peaceful 
since she helped Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson solve the Whitechapel Murders. Beatrice Rappaccini, Catherine 
Moreau, Justine Frankenstein, and Mary's sister Diana Hyde have settled into the Jekyll household in London, and 
although they sometimes quarrel, the members of the Athena Club get along as well as any five young women with 
very different personalities. At least they can always rely on Mrs. Poole. But when Mary receives a telegram that 
Lucinda Van Helsing has been kidnapped, the Athena Club must travel to the Austro-Hungarian Empire to rescue 
yet another young woman who has been subjected to horrific experimentation. Where is Lucinda, and what has Pro-

fessor Van Helsing been doing to his daughter? Can Mary, Diana, Beatrice, and Justine reach her in time? Racing against the clock 
to save Lucinda from certain doom, the Athena Club embarks on a madcap journey across Europe. From Paris to Vienna to Buda-
pest, Mary and her friends must make new allies, face old enemies, and finally confront the fearsome, secretive Alchemical Society. 
It's time for these monstrous gentlewomen to overcome the past and create their own. 
 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

The Stories Behind the Stories 
 
Alice's adventures in Wonderland decoded by David Day  
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland --published 150 years ago in 1865--is a book many of us love and feel we know 
well. But it turns out we have only scratched the surface. Scholar David Day has spent many years down the rabbit 
hole of this children's classic and has emerged with a revelatory new view of its contents. What we have here, he 
brilliantly and persuasively argues, is a complete classical education in coded form--Carroll's gift to his "wonder 
child" Alice Liddell. In two continuous commentaries, woven around the complete text of the novel for ease of 
cross-reference on every page, David Day reveals the many layers of teaching, concealed by manipulation of lan-
guage, that are carried so lightly in the beguiling form of a fairy tale. These layers relate directly to Carroll's interest 
in philosophy, history, mathematics, classics, poetry, spiritualism and even to his love of music--both sacred and 

profane. His novel is a memory palace, given to Alice as the great gift of an education. It was delivered in coded form because in 
that age, it was a gift no girl would be permitted to receive in any other way. Day also shows how a large number of the characters 
in the book are based on real Victorians. Wonderland, he shows, is a veritable "Who's Who" of Oxford at the height of its power and 
influence in the Victorian Age. There is so much to be found behind the imaginary characters and creatures that inhabit the pages of 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. David Day's warm, witty and brilliantly insightful guide--beautifully designed and stunningly 
illustrated throughout in full colour--will make you marvel at the book as never before..   

 
From Holmes to Sherlock : the story of the men and women who created an icon by Mattias Boström , translated 
from the Swedish by Michael Gallagher  
Everyone knows Sherlock Holmes. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle created a unique literary character who has remained 
popular for over a century and is appreciated more than ever today. But what made this fictional character, dreamed 
up by a small-town English doctor in the 1880s, into such a lasting success, despite the author's own attempt to es-
cape his invention? In From Holmes to Sherlock, Swedish author and Sherlock Holmes expert Mattias Bostrom 
recreates the full story behind the legend for the first time. From a young Arthur Conan Doyle sitting in a Scottish 
lecture hall taking notes on his medical professor's powers of observation to the pair of modern-day fans who brain-
stormed the idea behind the TV sensation Sherlock, from the publishing world's first literary agent to the Georgian 

princess who showed up at the Conan Doyle estate and altered a legacy, the narrative follows the men and women who have created 
and perpetuated the myth. It includes tales of unexpected fortune, accidental romance, and inheritances gone awry, and tells of the 
actors, writers, readers, and other players who have transformed Sherlock Holmes from the gentleman amateur of the Victorian era 
to the odd genius of today. Told in fast-paced, novelistic prose, From Holmes to Sherlock is a singular celebration of the most fa-
mous detective in the world -- a must-read for newcomers and experts alike.   

 
Talking About Detective Fiction by P.D. James   
P. D. James examines the genre of detective fiction from top to bottom, beginning with the mystery plots at the 
hearts of such novels as Great Expectations and Jane Eyre, and bringing us firmly into the present with such writers 
as Amanda Cross and Henning Mankell. Along the way she writes about Arthur Conan Doyle, Dorothy L. Sayers, 
Agatha Christie, Edgar Allan Poe, Wilkie Collins, and Josephine Tey, among many others. She traces the facts of 
their lives into and out of their work; clarifies their individual styles; and gives us indelible portraits of the charac-
ters they've created: from Sherlock Holmes, "the unchallenged Great Detective," to Sara Paretsky's spunky, liberat-
ed female investigator, V. I. Warshawski. She compares British and American "Golden Age" mystery writing, in-
cluding the groundbreaking work of Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler. She discusses detective fiction as 
social history; the stylistic components of the genre; her own process of writing; how critics have reacted over the 
years (Edmund Wilson hated it, W.H. Auden was "addicted"); and what she sees as a renewal of detective stories-

and of the detective hero-in recent years. Here is the perfect marriage of writer and subject-essential reading for every lover of de-
tective fiction.          

 
Making the Monster : The Science Behind Mary Shelley's Frankenstein by Kathryn Harkup  
The year 1818 saw the publication of one of the most influential science-fiction stories of all time. Frankenstein: Or, 
Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley had a huge impact on gothic horror and science fiction genres. The name 
Frankenstein has become part of our everyday language, often used in derogatory terms to describe scientists who 
have overstepped a perceived moral line. But how did a 19-year-old woman with no formal education come up with 
the idea for an extraordinary novel such as Frankenstein ? The period of 1790-1820 saw huge advances in our un-
derstanding of electricity and physiology. Sensational science demonstrations caught the imagination of the general 
public, and newspapers were full of tales of murderers and resurrectionists. We can resuscitate people using defibril-
lators, save lives using blood transfusions, and prolong life through organ transplants--these procedures are nowa-
days considered almost routine. Many of these modern achievements are a direct result of 19th century scientists 

conducting their gruesome experiments on the dead. Making the Monster explores the science behind Shelley's book. From tales of 
reanimated zombie kittens to electrical experiments on human cadavers, Kathryn Harkup examines the science and scientists that 
influenced Mary Shelley and inspired her most famous creation.  
 



Adult Fiction 
 
Jussi Adler-Olsen - The Washington Decree 
Boris Akunin - Coronation 
Rumaan Alam - That Kind of Mother 
Jeffrey Archer - Heads You Win 
Kate Atkinson - Transcription 
David Baldacci - Long Road to Mercy 
M.C. Beaton - The Dead Ringer 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Elizabeth Berg - Night of Miracles 
Lou Berney - November Road 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Tracy Borman - King’s Witch 
Gail Bowen - Darkness of the Heart 
William Boyle - Gravesend 
John Boyne - A Ladder to the Sky 
Benet Brandreth - Spy of Venice 
Ken Bruen - In the Galway Silence 
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Lee Child - Past Tense 
Paulo Coelho - Hippie 
Craig Davidson - Saturday Night Ghost Club 
Patrick Dewitt - French Exit 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Guido Eeckhaut - Absinthe 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Janet Evanovich - Look Alive Twenty-Five 
Jessica Fellowes - Bright Young Dead 
Mick Finaly - The Murder Pit 
Jack Ford - Chariot on the Mountain 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Vesna Goldsworthy - Monsieur Ka 
Ann Granger - Unfinished Murder 
John Grisham - The Reckoning 
Steve Hamilton - Honorable Assassin 
Jane Harpen - Force of Nature 
Edwin Hill - Little Comfort  
Emma Hooper - Our Homesick Songs 
Anthony Horowitz - Forever and a Day 
Maria Hummel - Still Lives 
Conn Iggulden - The Way Home 
Peter James - Absolute Proof 
Jonas Jonasson - The Accidental Further Adventures of the 101 
Year Old Man 
Ragnar Jonasson - The Darkness 
Vaseem Khan -  Murder at the Grand Raj Palace 
Faye Kellerman - Walking Shadows 
Lars Kepler - The Rabbit Hunter 
Andrea Kleine - Eden 
Giles Kristian - Lancelot 
William Kent Krueger - Desolation Mountain 
John Larison - Whiskey When We’re Dry 
John Lescroart - Poison 
Elinor Lipman - Good Riddance 
Heather Morris - The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
Kate Morton - The Clockmaker’s Daughter 
Elisabeth Norebäck - Tell Me You’re Mine 
Jessica Pack - As Wide as the Sky 

Jodi Picoult - A Spark of Light 
Louise Penny - Kingdom of the Blind 
Ian Rankin - In a House of Lies 
Eden Robinson - Trickster Drift 
Peter Robinson - Careless Love 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Reckoning 
Karin Slaughter - Pieces of Her 
Dag Solstad - T Singer 
Nicholas Sparks - Every Breath 
Patrick Taylor - An Irish Country Cottage  
Charles Todd - A Forgotten Place  
J.R.R. Tolkien - The Fall of Gondolin 
Adriana Trigiani - Tony’s Wife  
Miriam Toews - Woman Talking 
Peter Tremayne - Bloodmoon 
Richard Wagamese - Starlight 
Gerald Woodward - Paper Lovers 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 
Carlos Ruiz Zafron - The Labyrinth of Spirits 
Kitty Zeldis - Not Our Kind 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Along the Western Front: Photographs by Leah Hennel 
Who Killed Tom Thomson? by John Little 
The Secret History of Soldiers: How Canadians Survived the 
Great War by Tim Cook 
All Things Consoled: A Daughter’s Memoir by Elizabeth Hay 
Jamie Cooks Italy by Jamie Oliver 
Fly Girls: How Five Daring Women Defied All Odds and Made 
Aviation History by Keith O’Brien 
The Five: The Lives of Jack the Ripper’s Women by Hallie 
Rubenhold 
Gordon Ramsay’s Healthy, Lean and Fit by Gordon Ramsay 
All Our Relations: Finding the Path Forward by Tanya Talaga 
Riding into Battle: Canadian Cyclist in the Great War by Ted 
Glenn 
The Ravenmaster by Christopher Skaife 
 

Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Strange Case of the Alchemist's Daughter by Theodora Goss 
Mary Jekyll, alone and penniless following her parents’ death, is curious about the secrets of her father’s mysterious past. One clue 
in particular hints that Edward Hyde, her father’s former friend and a murderer, may be nearby, and there is a reward for infor-
mation leading to his capture…a reward that would solve all of her immediate financial woes. But her hunt leads her to Hyde’s 
daughter, Diana, a feral child left to be raised by nuns. With the assistance of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, Mary continues her 
search for the elusive Hyde, and soon befriends more women, all of whom have been created through terrifying experimentation: 
Beatrice Rappaccini, Catherin Moreau, and Justine Frankenstein. When their investigations lead them to the discovery of a secret 
society of immoral and power-crazed scientists, the horrors of their past return. Now it is up to the monsters to finally triumph over 
the monstrous.       

 
Connie 
The Unseen by Heather Graham  
1800s. San Antonio, Texas: In room 207 at the Longhorn Saloon, in the long shadow of the Alamo itself, a woman renowned for 
her beauty was brutally murdered. Her killer was never found. One year ago: In that same historic room, another woman vanished 
without a trace. Her blood was everywhere…but her body was never recovered. Now: In the last month, San Antonio has become a 
dumping ground for battered bodies. Texas Ranger Logan Raintree cannot sit by and let his city's most vulnerable citizens be slain. 
So when he is approached to lead a brand-new group of elite paranormal investigators working the case, he has no choice but to 
accept the challenge. Among Logan's new team is Kelsey O'Brien, a U.S. marshal known for her razor-sharp intuition and a tough-
ness that belies her delicate exterior. Kelsey has been waiting all her life to work with someone who can understand her ability to 
"see" the past unfolding in the present. Now she has her chance… .  
 

Emma Joy 
To Be or Not to Be by Ryan North 
To Be or Not To Be is a choose-your-own-path version of Hamlet by New York Times best-selling author Ryan North. Play as 
Hamlet, Ophelia, or King Hamlet--if you want to die on the first page and play as a ghost. It's pretty awesome! Readers can follow 
Yorick skull markers to stick closely to Shakespeare's plot, or go off-script and explore alternative possibilities filled with puzzles 
and humor. Each ending in the book is accompanied by a full-color, full-page illustration by one of the 65 most excellent artists 
working today.           
 

Julie 
The Broken Girls by Simone St. James 
Vermont, 1950. There's a place for the girls whom no one wants--the troublemakers, the illegitimate, the too smart for their own 
good. It's called Idlewild Hall. And in the small town where it's located, there are rumors that the boarding school is haunted. Four 
roommates bond over their whispered fears, their budding friendship blossoming--until one of them mysteriously disappears. . . .  
Vermont, 2014. As much as she's tried, journalist Fiona Sheridan cannot stop revisiting the events surrounding her older sister's 
death. Twenty years ago, her body was found lying in the overgrown fields near the ruins of Idlewild Hall. And though her sister's 
boyfriend was tried and convicted of murder, Fiona can't shake the suspicion that something was never right about the case. When 
Fiona discovers that Idlewild Hall is being restored by an anonymous benefactor, she decides to write a story about it. But a shock-
ing discovery during the renovations will link the loss of her sister to secrets that were meant to stay hidden in the past--and a voice 
that won't be silenced. . . . .      
 

Kirstin 
The Home for Unwanted Girls by Joanna Goodman 
Philomena meets Orphan Train in this suspenseful, provocative novel filled with love, secrets, and deceit—the story of a young 
unwed mother who is forcibly separated from her daughter at birth and the lengths to which they go to find each other.     
 

Mary 
Republic Of Dirt : A Return to Woefield Farm by Susan Juby  
Prudence Burns is an overly idealistic Brooklyn girl who has inherited a derelict plot of land named Woefield Farm. Her motley 
crew of farm hands consists of Earl, an elderly, reclusive bluegrass legend; Seth, an agoraphobic heavy-metal blogger in early re-
covery from alcoholism; and Sara, an 11-year-old girl with a flock of elite show poultry. When Prudence is felled by a thyroid con-
dition, things on the farm begin to fall apart, resulting in valiant and sometimes ill-advised attempts to restore domestic bliss. Ef-
forts are complicated by a renegade mule, attempts to turn a hideously ugly child’s playhouse into a high-yield roadside farm stand, 
and an electrical station’s worth of crossed wires. Will Prudence get well? Will Seth finally get rid of his pesky virginity? Will Earl 
rescue Sara? And will anyone, ever, admit they might be wrong?    
 
 
 
 



Melvyn 
Wilding by Isabella Tree  
Forced to accept that intensive farming on the heavy clay of their land at Knepp in West Sussex was economically unsustainable, Isa-
bella Tree and her husband Charlie Burrell made a spectacular leap of faith: they decided to step back and let nature take over. Thanks 
to the introduction of free-roaming cattle, ponies, pigs and deer – proxies of the large animals that once roamed Britain – the 3,500 
acre project has seen extraordinary increases in wildlife numbers and diversity in little over a decade. Once-common species, includ-
ing turtle doves, nightingales, peregrine falcons, lesser spotted woodpeckers and purple emperor butterflies, are now breeding at 
Knepp, and populations of other species are rocketing. The Burrells’ degraded agricultural land has become a functioning ecosystem 
again, heaving with life – all by itself. In Wilding, Isabella Tree tells the story of the ‘Knepp experiment’ and what it reveals of the 
ways in which we might regain that wilder, richer country. It shows how rewilding works across Europe; that it has multiple benefits 
for the land; that it can generate economic activity and employment; how it can benefit both nature and us – and that all of this can 
happen astonishingly quickly. Part gripping memoir, part fascinating account of the ecology of the countryside, Wilding is, above all, 
a story of hope.        
 

Miranda 
A Place for Us by Fatima Farheen Mirza  
A Place for Us unfolds the lives of an Indian-American Muslim family, gathered together in their Californian hometown to celebrate 
the eldest daughter, Hadia's, wedding - a match of love rather than tradition. It is here, on this momentous day, that Amar, the young-
est of the siblings, reunites with his family for the first time in three years. Rafiq and Layla must now contend with the choices and 
betrayals that lead to their son's estrangement - the reckoning of parents who strove to pass on their cultures and traditions to their 
children; and of children who in turn struggle to balance authenticity in themselves with loyalty to the home they came from. In a 
narrative that spans decades and sees family life through the eyes of each member, A Place For Us charts the crucial moments in the 
family's past, from the bonds that bring them together to the differences that pull them apart. And as siblings Hadia, Huda, and Amar 
attempt to carve out a life for themselves, they must reconcile their present culture with their parent's faith, to tread a path between the 
old world and the new, and learn how the smallest decisions can lead to the deepest of betrayals.   
 

Morgan 
The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater 
It happens at the start of every November: the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water horses long enough to make it 
to the finish line. Some riders live. Others die. At age nineteen, Sean Kendrick is the returning champion. He is a young man of few 
words, and if he has any fears, he keeps them buried deep, where no one else can see them. Puck Connolly is different. She never 
meant to ride in the Scorpio Races. But fate hasn’t given her much of a chance. So she enters the competition — the first girl ever to 
do so. She is in no way prepared for what is going to happen.     

 
Sharon 
The Figgs by Ali Bryan 
Meet the Figgs. June, the family's matriarch, looks forward to a quiet retirement — if only she can get her three adult children to fi-
nally, finally, move out of the house. But her dreams are shattered when her son Derek unexpectedly becomes a single father. Now 
there's a newborn baby at home, and Derek's older siblings are showing no sign of going anywhere either. In the midst of the chaos, 
June's husband, Randy, has a shocking revelation. With family life flying fast and furious around her, June finds herself thinking 
about her parents — adoptive and biological. Where did she come from? Will her new grandson be traumatized without his mother? 
And why in the world are all the kids still at home, anyway?  
 

Victoria 
The Kiss Quotient by Helen Hoang 
Stella Lane thinks math is the only thing that unites the universe. She comes up with algorithms to predict customer purchases--a job 
that has given her more money than she knows what to do with, and way less experience in the dating department than the average 
thirty-year-old. It doesn't help that Stella has Asperger's and French kissing reminds her of a shark getting its teeth cleaned by pilot 
fish. Her conclusion: she needs lots of practice--with a professional. Which is why she hires escort Michael Phan. The Vietnamese 
and Swedish stunner can't afford to turn down Stella's offer, and agrees to help her check off all the boxes on her lesson plan--from 
foreplay to more-than-missionary position...Before long, Stella not only learns to appreciate his kisses, but to crave all the other things 
he's making her feel. Soon, their no-nonsense partnership starts making a strange kind of sense. And the pattern that emerges will 
convince Stella that love is the best kind of logic.      



Highlights from our Special Film Collection 

Film Picks 

Taboo, season 1, directed by Kristoffer Nyholm and Anders Engström. Presumed-dead James Delaney reappears in 
London in 1814, to find his father dead and England at war with France and the US. Due to inherit his father's shipping 
empire, his resurfacing threatens his half-sister Zilpha and the political ambitions of the East India Company. If you like 
your historical fiction grim and your cobblestones dirt-caked, if you don't mind looking into some of humanity's bleaker 
facets, this one's for you. 
 
 
 
Loch Ness, season 1, directed by Brian Kelly and Cilla Ware. Against the stunning landscapes of Scotland's iconic 
Loch Ness, local detective sergeant, Annie Redford finds herself in the midst of her first murder investigation; DCI 
Lauren Quigley is called in to lead the investigation, joined by forensic psychologist Blake Albrighton who believes 
there is more to the murder than initially meets the eye. Grief, terror, and suspicion soon shatter the town's normality.   
 
 
 
 
 
Victoria, season 2, produced by Daisy Goodwin. This eight-part drama features an all-star cast including Jenna Cole-
man as a young Queen Victoria and Tom Hughes as Prince Albert. The monarch's life is chronicled as the story begins 
with the death of King William IV in 1837, her accession to the throne at the tender age of 18 and her relationships 
with the influential forces around her. With the advice of the prime minister Lord Melbourne and the support of her 
husband Prince Albert the young queen flourishes and establishes herself in her newfound role.   
 
 
 
 
Call the Midwife, season 7, produced by Pippa Harris and Heidi Thomas. In the old houses and bold new apartments 
buildings of 1963 London, expectant mothers need more help than ever from the nuns and nurses of Nonnatus House. A 
clever and compassionate West Indian nurse, Lucille Anderson, joins the staff, Trixie's romance blossoms. and Shelagh 
makes a decision which turns her family life upside down.  
 
 
 
 
 
Frankie Drake Mysteries, season 1, created by Carol Hay, Michelle Ricci. Set in Toronto during the 1920s, it follows 
the city's only female private detective as she takes on the cases the police don't want or can't handle. From airplanes 
and booze running to American G-men, Communists and union busters, Frankie's fearless sense of adventure gets her 
into all kinds of trouble, but she always manages to find her way out. In a time of change and hopefulness, Frankie is a 
woman ahead of everyone. She's a new detective for a new world. But is the world ready for her?    
 
 
 

 

Coming Soon 
 
Shetland, season 4, produced by Christopher Aird and Elaine Collins. Based on the series of stories by Ann Cleeves, 
the fourth season of  Shetland follows Detective Inspector Jimmy Perez (Douglas Henshall) in his murder investiga-
tions on the Scottish islands.    
 
 
 
 
 

August  Spotlight 
NEW in Series 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



ummer was progress-
ing smoothly at the 
castle.  The city had 
just hosted their sum-

mer festival for their subjects and 
there was much merriment in the 
kingdom.  The Royal Library had 
participated in the festival and 
the staff were busy with summer 
programs.  The library was a 
good way to stop the Royal Chil-
dren from being bored, the word 
that their parents hated to 
hear.  This scribe has researched 
some unusual summer pastimes 
that may not be practical to fight 
boredom but are very entertain-
ing. 
 
Lady Christina was still needing to take some time off from her 
busy schedule.  She would have to find time in the next couple of 
months or work would once again become even more busy.  Ac-
tivity:  Ostrich racing originated in Africa and has made its way 
to North America.  People ride the ostriches around an oval track 
reaching speeds of up 70km an hour. 
 
Lady Connie had spent many hours preparing for the library book 
sale but also had enjoyed celebrating her grandson's birth-
day.  Activity:  You could take up chessboxing.  This consists of 
playing chess and interspersing moves with bouts of boxing.  This 
is to prove that you can have brains and brawn. 
 
Lady Sharon had received word that she would be attending an-
other wedding in the realm of Northern Ireland in the future and 
had booked her rooms immediately.  Nothing like a good Irish 
celebration.  Activity:  Underwater hockey is another way to cool 
off in the summer.  This sport has the same rules as ice hockey 
except it's underwater.  It was invented in the UK in 1954. 
 
Lady Mary was busy with the summer programs and going on 
day trips with her grandchildren on the weekends.  Activity:   Toe 
wrestling is a sport where two people lock feet and battle with 
their toes to pin each other's foot down.  (I believe people who 
only wear flip flops should be excellent at this sport.) 
 
Lady Miranda was busy taking her children to many activities so 
she didn't have to hear the dreaded "bored" word.  She was also 
running some beautiful craft programs for the summer.  Activi-
ty:  Zorbing is a sport where the person is in a giant transparent 
ball and they have to run an obstacle course.  They then know 
how a hamster feels when they are running around the house in 
their hamster ball. 
 
Wizard Melvyn had been watching the Tour de France and was 
deeply sad to see the race end.  She was also helping with the 
Harry Potter event for some of the Royal children in Au-
gust.  Activity:  Sporthocking, also known as extreme sitting, 
began in Germany.  The sport uses a specialized stool to perform 
tricks much like skateboard tricks, and land in a sitting position 
on the stool. 
 
Lady Victoria had last been sighted by this scribe at the first aid 
course but having not heard of any disaster we must assume she is 
having a great summer.  Activity:  Elephant polo is just like regu-
lar polo, except on an elephant.  It requires the same equipment 
but of much longer proportions.  This sport is popular in Nepal, 
India and Thailand. 

 
Lady Kirstin was busy with her 
family and this scribe believes 
that she is growing an excellent 
garden as usual. Activity:  Sum-
mer shovel racing is much like 
the winter counterpart where you 
sit on a shovel and slide down an 
icy hill.  In the summer version 
you slide down a sand dune.  
 
Lady Amy is planning a holiday 
in August but she has not in-
formed this scribe as to where she 
may be going leading me to con-
clude I am not invited to come 
along.  Activity:  The sport of 
wife carrying originated in Fin-

land but made its way to North America in 1999.  The sport in-
volves a man carrying a woman on his back while running 
through an obstacle course.  If the woman is dropped there is a 
five second penalty added to their time and the men are never 
forgiven. 
 
Lady Julie is back from the Yukon with some of the most beauti-
ful pictures this scribe has ever seen.  She reported an excellent 
holiday.  Activity: Cycleball is a competition between two teams 
of two, played on bicycles with no brakes.  Their goal is to get the 
ball into the goal using only the wheels and their heads. 
 
Lady Emma Joy is looking forward to a family holiday in August 
and has been filling in for the ladies as they took their holi-
days.  Activity:  Sepak takraw is like volleyball except that play-
ers must use their feet to get the ball over the net.  Players are 
allowed to use any part of their body to keep the ball in the air, 
except for their arms or hands.  This sport originated in Asia. 
 
Lady Carol was not back from her trip to Norway at time of writ-
ing but I will update you next month.  Activity: Cheese rolling is 
a sport that consists of rolling a large wheel of cheese down a 
steep hill and having people chase it as it rolls.  First person to 
touch the cheese wins the cheese. 
 
Lady Morgan was leading the pack in her barrel racing and her 
rodeos were going very well.  She could not believe how fast the 
summer was going. 
Activity:  Dog surfing involves canines hanging ten with their 
owners.  More intense dog surfing involves dogs doing tricks 
while their owner stands on the board. 
 
If you are not up to one of these extreme sports you could always 
come to the library and pick a great summer read to take to your 
backyard and relax with a good book.  The library ladies wish you 
a continued great summer. 
   
 
 

 
Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
 

 

S The Library Ladies 


