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The Library will be CLOSED August 7. 

Book Club: For  our  September  5 meeting we are reading The M ountain Story by Lor i Lan-
sens. On his 18th birthday, Wolf Truly takes the tramway to the top of the mountain that looms over 
Palm Springs, intending to jump to his death. Instead he encounters strangers wandering in the 
mountain wilderness, three women who will change the course of his life. Through a series of mis-
steps he and the women wind up stranded, in view of the city below, but without a way down. They 
endure five days in freezing temperatures without food or water or shelter, and somehow find the 
courage to carry on. Wolf, now a grown man, has never told his son, or anyone, what happened on 
the mountain during those five days, but he can't put it off any longer. And in telling the story to his 
only child, Daniel, he at last explores the nature of the ties that bind and the sacrifices people will 
make for love. The mountain still has a hold on Wolf, composed of equal parts beauty and terror.   
 
Four Eyes Film Series: Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative. Four  Eyes 
screens notable independent and world films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe and 
area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 
Lacombe City Cinemas. Check back soon for news about our fall film line-up! 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, September  12, 7pm in the LMC: “Africa Through the Eyes of the 
Children,” presented by Warren Kreway. 
 
Local History series:  Thursday, October  26, 7pm in the LMC: “The Barr Colony: Founders of 
Lloydminster,” presented by Joan Fredeen. 
 
Genealogy Club: Are you interested in genealogy but don’t know where to start? Are you work-
ing on your family history and excited to share your tips and findings with other enthusiasts? If so, be 
sure to join us at Genealogy Club! Meetings will resume in September.  
 
Colouring Club for Adults: Wednesdays, August 9&23, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, un-
wind and enjoy quiet conversation while being creative! All materials provided. This program is free 
to attend! Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for 
upcoming dates. 
 
Children’s Programs: End-of-Summer Carnival! Celebrate with us on Saturday, August 19, 10am-
Noon in the Servus Room in the LMC. This is a FREE event and everyone is welcome! Games, priz-
es, balloon animals, face painting, snacks and FUN! Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Registration for regular fall programs begins MONDAY, AUGUST 21 AT 10AM. Call us or stop by 
to register. NO emails or voicemails, please! Classes fill very quickly, often within the first hour, so 
register early to avoid disappointment. Classes run September 5 through October 27, and November 
6 through December 15. Children will be registered for the whole program. There is a one-time fee 
of $5, or a craft supply donation. Stop in or see our website for days and times. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 

Armchair Travel Presentations 
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New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid 
Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and scandalous life. But when she chooses un-
known magazine reporter Monique Grant for the job, no one in the journalism community is more astounded than 
Monique herself. Why her? Why now? Monique is not exactly on top of the world. Her husband, David, has left 
her, and her career has stagnated. Regardless of why Evelyn has chosen her to write her biography, Monique is 
determined to use this opportunity to jumpstart her career. Summoned to Evelyn’s Upper East Side apartment, 
Monique listens as Evelyn unfurls her story: from making her way to Los Angeles in the 1950s to her decision to 
leave show business in the late 80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the way. As Evelyn’s life unfolds 
through the decades—revealing a ruthless ambition, an unexpected friendship, and a great forbidden love—
Monique begins to feel a very a real connection to the actress. But as Evelyn’s story catches up with the present, it 
becomes clear that her life intersects with Monique’s own in tragic and irreversible ways. Filled with emotional 

insight and written with Reid’s signature talent, this is a fascinating journey through the splendor of Old Hollywood into the harsh 
realities of the present day as two women struggle with what it means—and what it takes—to face the truth.     

 
The Windfall by Diksha Basu  
For the past thirty years, Mr. and Mrs. Jha’s lives have been defined by cramped spaces, cut corners, gossipy 
neighbors, and the small dramas of stolen yoga pants and stale marriages. They thought they’d settled comfortably 
into their golden years, pleased with their son’s acceptance into an American business school. But then Mr. Jha 
comes into an enormous and unexpected sum of money, and moves his wife from their housing complex in East 
Delhi to the super-rich side of town, where he becomes eager to fit in as a man of status: skinny ties, hired guards, 
shoe-polishing machines, and all. The move sets off a chain of events that rock their neighbors, their marriage, 
and their son, who is struggling to keep a lid on his romantic dilemmas and slipping grades, and brings unintended 
consequences, ultimately forcing the Jha family to reckon with what really matters.        
 
 
The Shadow District by Arnaldur Indriðason  
The Past: In wartime Reykjavik, a young woman is found strangled in 'the shadow district', a rough and dangerous 
area of the city. An Icelandic detective and a member of the American military police are on the trail of a brutal 
killer. The Present: A 90-year-old man is discovered dead on his bed, smothered with his own pillow. Konrad, a 
former detective now bored with retirement, finds newspaper cuttings reporting the WWII shadow district murder 
the dead man’s home. It’s a crime that Konrad remembers, having grown up in the same neighborhood. A Miss-
ing Link: Why, after all this time, would an old crime resurface? Did the police arrest the wrong man? Will Kon-
rad's link to the past help him solve the case and finally lay the ghosts of WWII Reykjavik to rest? A deeply com-
passionate story of old crimes and their consequences, The Shadow District is the first in a thrilling new series. 
 
 
I Need a Lifeguard Everywhere But the Pool by Lisa Scottoline &Francesca Serritella  
The bestselling and “perennially hilarious” mother-daughter team is back with a new collection of stories from 
their real lives, guaranteed to make you laugh out loud. Join Lisa and Francesca as they regret drunk-shopping 
online, try smell-dating, and explore the freedom of a hiatus from men - a Guyatus. They offer a fresh and funny 
take on the triumphs and facepalm moments of modern life, showing that when it comes to navigating the crazy 
world we live in, you’re always your own best lifeguard.  
 
 
 
 
 
Wolf on a String by Benjamin Black  
Christian Stern, an ambitious young scholar and alchemist, arrives in Prague in the bitter winter of 1599, intent on 
making his fortune at the court of the Holy Roman Emperor, the eccentric Rudolf II. The night of his arrival, 
drunk and lost, Christian stumbles upon the body of a young woman in Golden Lane, an alley hard by Rudolf’s 
great castle. Dressed in a velvet gown, wearing a large gold medallion around her neck, the woman is clearly well
-born—or was, for her throat has been slashed. A lesser man would smell danger, but Christian is determined to 
follow his fortunes wherever they may lead. He quickly finds himself entangled in the machinations of several 
ruthless courtiers, and before long he comes to the attention of the Emperor himself. Rudolf, deciding that Chris-
tian is that rare thing—a person he can trust—sets him the task of solving the mystery of the woman’s murder. 
But Christian soon realizes that he has blundered into the midst of a power struggle that threatens to subvert the 
throne itself. And as he gets ever nearer to the truth of what happened that night in Golden Lane, he finally sees 

that his own life is in grave danger. From the spectacularly inventive Benjamin Black, here is a historical crime novel that delivers 
both a mesmerizing portrait of a lost world and a riveting tale of intrigue and suspense.  



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Alberta on the Page 
 
The Fortunate Brother by Donna Morrissey 
After being uprooted from their fishing outport, the Now family is further devastated by the tragic loss of their eldest 
son, Chris, who died working on an Alberta oil rig. Kyle Now is still mourning his older brother when the murder of a 
local bully changes everything. The victim's blood is found on the family's pier, and suspicion falls first on an alienat-
ed wife, and then finally on the troubled Now family. But behind this new turmoil, Chris's death continues to plague 
the family. Father Sylvanus Now drowns his sorrow in a bottle, while mother Addie is facing breast cancer. And the 
children fight their own battles as the tension persists between Kyle and his sister, Sylvie, over her role in their broth-
er's death.  A cast of vivid characters surrounds the Now family, some intriguing, others comical--all masterfully 
crafted. As the murder mystery unfolds, other deeper secrets are revealed.        
 
The Girls by Emma Cline   
It's the story of Yoine Levkes, a hassidic boy of the Canadian prairies, his refugee parents, and the Jewish community 
of Coalbanks, Alberta in the late 1950s. Confronted with dying people, an ailing culture, the perils of near-
orphanhood and the allures of Sabina Mandelbroit, whose family doesn't keep the Sabbath, Yoine can no longer tell 
whether he's a human being or a loot-bag of conflicting traditions. He's too religious to be 'normal,' too 'normal' not to 
realize this, and too much of a kid to be able to make any sense of it. Shlepping the Exile is Michael Wex's inside 
portrait of orthodox, post-Holocaust Judaism in a place that it never expected to be.       
 
 
The Little Shadows by Marina Endicott  
The Little Shadows revolves around three sisters in the world of vaudeville before and during the First World War. 
We follow the lives of all three in turn: Aurora, the eldest and most beautiful, who is sixteen when the book opens; 
thoughtful Clover, a year younger; and the youngest sister, joyous headstrong sprite Bella, who is thirteen. The girls, 
overseen by their fond but barely coping Mama, are forced to make their living as a singing act after the untimely 
death of their father. They begin with little besides youth and hope, but Marina Endicott’s genius is to show how the 
three girls slowly and steadily evolve into true artists even as they navigate their way to adulthood among a cast of 
extraordinary characters – some of them charming charlatans, some of them unpredictable eccentrics, and some of 
them just ordinary-seeming humans with magical gifts. Using her gorgeous prose and extraordinary insight, Endicott 

lures us onto the brightly lit stage and then into the little shadows that lurk behind the curtain, and reveals how the art of vaudeville -
- in all its variety, madness, melodrama, hilarity and sorrow -- echoes the art of life itself.       

 
Icefields by Thomas Wharton 
At a quarter past three in the afternoon, on August 17, 1898, Doctor Edward Byrne slipped on the ice of Acturus 
glacier in the Canadian Rockies and slid into a crevasse . . .Nearly sixty feet below the surface, Byrne is wedged up-
side down between the narrowing walls of a chasm, fighting his desire to sleep. The ice in front of him is lit with a 
pale blue-green radiance. There, embedded in he pure, antediluvian glacier, Byrne sees something that will inextrica-
bly link him to the vast bed of ice, and the people who inhabit this strange corner of the world. In this moment, his 
life becomes a quest to uncover the mystery of the icefield that almost became his tomb. Within the deceptively sim-
ple framework of a tourist guidebook, Icefields takes a breathtaking, imaginative look at the human spirit, loss, myth, 
and elusive truths. Here is an impressive literary landscape, and an expedition unlike any you have ever experienced.  

Winner of: The Banff Grand National Prize for Literature & The Writers Guild of Alberta Best First Book Award  
 
Birdie by Tracey Lindberg  
Birdie is a darkly comic and moving first novel about the universal experience of recovering from wounds of the 
past, informed by the lore and knowledge of Cree traditions. Bernice Meetoos, a Cree woman, leaves her home in 
Northern Alberta following tragedy and travels to Gibsons, BC. She is on something of a vision quest, seeking to 
understand the messages from The Frugal Gourmet (one of the only television shows available on CBC North) that 
come to her in her dreams. She is also driven by the leftover teenaged desire to meet Pat Johns, who played Jesse on 
The Beachcombers, because he is, as she says, a working, healthy Indian man. Bernice heads for Molly’s Reach to 
find answers but they are not the ones she expected. With the arrival in Gibsons of her Auntie Val and her cousin 
Skinny Freda, Bernice finds the strength to face the past and draw the lessons from her dreams that she was never 

fully taught in life. Part road trip, dream quest and travelogue, the novel touches on the universality of women's experience, regard-
less of culture or race. 
   



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Ayobami Adebayo - Stay With Me   
Robert Bradley Abraham - Magicians 
Impossible  
V.S. Alexander - Taster 
Katherine Arden - The Girl in the Tower 
Jeffrey Archer - Tell Tale 
David Baldacci - End Game 
Linwood Barclay - The Twenty-Three   
Diksha Basu  - Delhi Riche  
M.C. Beaton - Death of an Honest Man 
Chloe Benjamin - Immortalists 
Elizabeth Berg - The Story of Arthur 
Truluv  
Steve Berry - The Lost Order  
Rhys Bowen - Ghost of Christmas Past 
John Boyne - The Heart’s Invisible Furies 
Alan Bradley - A Grave’s a Fine and Pri-
vate Place  
Patricia Briggs - Silence Fallen  
Dan Brown - Origin 
Ken Bruen - Merrick  
Edna Buchananan - Dead Man’s Daughter  
James Lee Burke - Jealous Kid  
Shannon Burke - Into the Savage Country  
Tom Calloghan - Killing Winter  
W. Bruce Cameron - Dog’s Way Home  
Andrea Camilleri - Pyramid of Mud  
Lee Child - The Midnight Line  
Carol Higgins Clark - Knocked  
Ann Cleeves - The Seagull  
Margaret Coel  - Man Who Fell from the 
Sky  
Genevieve Cogman - The Lost Plot 
Michael Connelly - The Wrong Side of 
Goodbye  
Bernard Cornwell - Fools and Mortals 
Colin Cotterill - Rat Catchers Olympics  
Fiona Davis - The Address 
Brian Doyle - The Adventures of John 
Carson in Several Quarters of the World  
Roddy Doyle - Smile  
Brendan Duffy - House of Echoes  
Will Ferguson - The Shoe on the Roof 
Charles Finch - The Woman in the Water  
Ellen Feldman - Terrible Virtue  
Jonathan Safran Foer - Here I Am  
Ken Follett - Column of Fire  
Nicci French - Dark Saturday  
Michelle Gable - I’ll See You in Paris  
Roxane Gay  - Difficult Women  
John Freeman Gill - Gargoyle Hunters  
Barbara Gowdy - Little Sister  
Heather Graham - Darkest Journey  
Sam Graham-Felsen - Green 
Shelley Shepard Gray - Her Secret  
Elly Griffiths - Chalk Pit  
Charlaine Harris - Sleep Like a Baby 
Robert Harris - Conclave  
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - One Under  
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles - Star Fall  
 

Nadia Hashimi - House With No Win-
dows  
Terry Hayes - The Year of the Locust  
Kevin Hearne - Plague of Giants 
Mark Henshaw - Fall of Moscow Station  
Keigo Higashino - Detective Galileo  
Elin Hilderbrand  - Winter Storms  
Tami Hoag - Boy  
Alice Hoffman  - Faithful  
Kay Hooper  - Wait for the Dark  
Sue Ann Jaffarian  - Ghosts of Misty Hol-
low  
J.A. Jance - Downfall  
Maureen Jennings - Dead Ground in Be-
tween  
Cynthia Kadohata - Place I Belong 
Hannah Kent - The Good People 
Lars Kepler - Rabbit Hunter 
Marian Keyes - Break 
Stephen King - Sleeping Beauty 
Danya Kukafka - Girl in Snow  
Dean Koontz - Secret Forest  
Lawrence H. Levy - Last Stop Brooklyn 
Debbie Macomber - Sweet Tomorrow  
George R.R. Martin - Mystery Knight  
Debbie Macomber - Merry & Bright 
Peter May - Cast Iron 
Val McDermid - The Last Temptation  
Andy McDermott  - Kingdom of Darkness  
Martin McIinnes - Infinite Ground 
Teresa Messineo - Fire by Night  
Celeste Ng - Little Fires Everywhere 
James Oswald - Prayer for the Dead  
John Pielmeier - Hook's Tale  
Orhan Pamuk - The Red-Haired Woman  
Louise Penny - Glass Houses 
Anne Perry - Murder on the Serpentine  
Anne Perry - Echo of Murder 
Ruth Rendell - Dark Corners  
Candace Robb - Service of the Dead  
J.D. Robb - Brotherhood in Death  
Peter Robinson - Sleeping in the Ground 
Arundhati Roy - Ministry of Utmost Hap-
piness  
Salman Rushdie - Golden House 
John Sandford - Deep Freeze  
Lisa Scottoline - Exposed  
Lionel Shriver - Mandibles  
Karin Slaughter - Good Daughter  
Mickey Spillane - Big Showdown  
Elizabeth Strout - Anything is Possible  
Andrea Thalasinos - Fly by Night  
Brad Thor - Foreign Agent 
Roberto Tiraboschi - Apothecary's Shop  
Fred Vargas - Ice Age  
Mary Walsh - Crying for the Moon  
Alison Weir - Katherine of Aragon  
Iona Whishaw - Death in a Darkening 
Mist  
Randy Wayne White - Deep Blue  

 
 

Adult Non-Fiction 
 
Blood Brothers: The Story of the Strange 
Friendship between Sitting Bull and Buf-
falo Bill by Deanne Stillman 
Original Highways: Travelling the Great 
Rivers of Canada by Roy MacGregor  
Sweet by Yotem Ottoleghi 
Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, 
and Hard Truths in a Northern City by  
Tanya Talaga 
Feeding My Mother: Comfort and Laugh-
ter in the Kitchen as My Mom Lives with 
Memory Loss Hardcover by Jann Arden 
Quackery: A Brief History of the Worst 
Ways to Cure Everything Hardcover by 
Lydia Kang & Nate Pedersen  
5 Ingredients: Quick & Easy Food by Ja-
mie Oliver 
Where I Live by Sharon Butala 
From Holmes to Sherlock by Michael 
Gallagher 
From Oral to Written: A Celebration of 
Native Canadian Literature, 1980-2010 by 
Tomson Highway 
Along the Western Front by Leah Hennel 
River of Time by Naomi Judd 
North of Familiar by Terry Milos  
Nazi Hunters by Andrew Nagorski 
Peakbagger's Guide to the Canadian 
Rockies by Ben Nearingburg 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
In a Dark, Dark Wood by Ruth Ware  
Nora hasn't seen Clare for ten years. Not since Nora walked out of school one day and never went back. Until, out of the blue, an 
invitation to Clare’s hen do arrives. Is this a chance for Nora to finally put her past behind her? But something goes wrong. Very 
wrong. Some things can’t stay secret for ever.     

 
Arlene 
A Dog’s Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron  
This is the remarkable story of one endearing dog's search for his purpose over the course of several lives. More than just another 
charming dog story, this touches on the universal quest for an answer to life's most basic question: Why are we here? Surprised to 
find himself reborn as a rambunctious golden haired puppy after a tragically short life as a stray mutt, Bailey's search for his new 
life's meaning leads him into the loving arms of 8 year old Ethan. During their countless adventures Bailey joyously discovers how 
to be a good dog. But this life as a beloved family pet is not the end of Bailey's journey. Reborn as a puppy yet again, Bailey won-
ders, will he ever find his purpose?          

 
Connie 
The Cater Street Hangman by Anne Perry 
Careless of both murder and manners, Charlotte Ellison and her sister, two determinedly unconventional young women, ignore 
Victorian mores and actively join the police investigation, led by young Inspector Thomas Pitt, into the murder of their servant 
girl.    
 

Emma Joy 
One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus  
Pay close attention and you might solve this. On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. Bronwyn, 
the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. Nate, the criminal, 
is already on probation for dealing. Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of 
Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's 
dead. And according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post 
juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the 
perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to 
protect them.      
 

Julie 
Garden Spells by Sarah Addison Allen 
The women of the Waverley family -- whether they like it or not -- are heirs to an unusual legacy, one that grows in a fenced plot 
behind their Queen Anne home on Pendland Street in Bascom, North Carolina. There, an apple tree bearing fruit of magical prop-
erties looms over a garden filled with herbs and edible flowers that possess the power to affect in curious ways anyone who eats 
them. For nearly a decade, 34-year-old Claire Waverley, at peace with her family inheritance, has lived in the house alone, embrac-
ing the spirit of the grandmother who raised her, ruing her mother's unfortunate destiny and seemingly unconcerned about the fate 
of her rebellious sister, Sydney, who freed herself long ago from their small town's constraints. Using her grandmother's mystical 
culinary traditions, Claire has built a successful catering business -- and a carefully controlled, utterly predictable life -- upon the 
family's peculiar gift for making life-altering delicacies: lilac jelly to engender humility, for instance, or rose geranium wine to call 
up fond memories. Garden Spells reveals what happens when Sydney returns to Bascom with her young daughter, turning Claire's 
routine existence upside down. With Sydney's homecoming, the magic that the quiet caterer has measured into recipes to shape the 
thoughts and moods of others begins to influence Claire's own emotions in terrifying and delightful ways. As the sisters reconnect 
and learn to support one another, each finds romance where she least expects it, while Sydney's child, Bay, discovers both the safe 
home she has longed for and her own surprising gifts. With the help of their elderly cousin Evanelle, endowed with her own uncan-
ny skills, the Waverley women redeem the past, embrace the present, and take a joyful leap into the future.  
 

Kirstin 
All the World written by Liz Garton Scanlon, illustrated by Marla Frazee 
All the world is here. It is there. It is everywhere. All the world is right where you are. Now. Following a circle of family and 
friends through the course of a day from morning till night, this book affirms the importance of all things great and small in our 
world, from the tiniest shell on the beach, to warm family connections, to the widest sunset sky.        
 
 
 
 



Mary 
Rise and Shine, Benedict Stone by Phaedra Patrick  
Moonstone for empathy. Azurite for memories. Lapis lazuli for truth… In the quiet village of Noon Sun, Benedict Stone has settled 
into a complacent and predictable routine. Business at his jewelry shop has dried up; his marriage is on the rocks. His life is in des-
perate need of a jump start…And then a surprise arrives at his door. Gemma is Benedict's audacious teenage niece-the daughter of 
his estranged brother, Charlie. The two Stone brothers had a falling out and haven't spoken in almost two decades, since Charlie left 
for America. Reckless and stubborn, Gemma invites herself into Benedict's world and turns his orderly life upside down. But she 
might just be exactly what he needs to get his life back on track… Filled with colorful characters and irresistible charm. 
 

Melvyn 
Holdfast by Kathleen Dean Moore  
Naturalist and philosopher Kathleen Dean Moore meditates on connection and separation in these twenty-one elegant, probing es-
says. Using the metaphor of holdfasts—the structures that attach seaweed to rocks with a grip strong enough to withstand winter 
gales—she examines our connections to our own bedrock. “When people lock themselves in their houses at night and seal the win-
dows shut to keep out storms, it is possible to forget, sometimes for years and years, that human beings are part of the natural 
world,” she writes. Holdfast passionately reclaims an awareness of the natural world. As Moore travels philosophically and geo-
graphically—from Oregon’s shores to Alaska’s islands—she leaves no doubt of her virtuosity and range. Winner of the Sigurd Ol-
son Nature Writing Award. 
 

Miranda 
The One-in-a-Million Boy by Monica Wood    
So says 104-year-old Ona to the 11-year-old boy who's been sent to help her out every Saturday morning. As he refills the bird feed-
ers and tidies the garden shed, Ona tells him about her long life, from first love to second chances. Soon she's confessing secrets she 
has kept hidden for decades. Ona is set to discover that even at her age the world can surprise you, and that sometimes sharing a loss 
is the only way to find yourself again.   
 

Sharon 
Through Black Spruce by Joseph Boyden 
Will Bird is a legendary Cree bush pilot, now lying in a coma in a hospital in his hometown of Moose Factory, Ontario. His niece 
Annie Bird, beautiful and self-reliant, has returned from her own perilous journey to sit beside his bed. Broken in different ways, the 
two take silent communion in their unspoken kinship, and the story that unfolds is rife with heartbreak, fierce love, ancient blood 
feuds, mysterious disappearances, fires, plane crashes, murders, and the bonds that hold a family, and a people, together. As Will 
and Annie reveal their secrets-the tragic betrayal that cost Will his family, Annie's desperate search for her missing sister, the fa-
mous model Suzanne-a remarkable saga of resilience and destiny takes shape. From the dangerous bush country of upper Canada to 
the drug-fueled glamour of the Manhattan club scene, Joseph Boyden tracks his characters with a keen eye for the telling detail and 
a rare empathy for the empty places concealed within the heart.    
 

Victoria 
Lady Midnight by Cassandra Clare  
Emma Carstairs is a warrior, a Shadowhunter, and the best in her generation. She lives for battle. Shoulder to shoulder with her 
parabatai, Julian Blackthorn, she patrols the streets of Los Angeles, where vampires party on the Sunset Strip, and faeries—the most 
powerful of supernatural creatures—teeter on the edge of open war with Shadowhunters. When the bodies of humans and faeries 
turn up murdered in the same way Emma’s parents were when she was a child, an uneasy alliance is formed. This is Emma’s chance 
for revenge—and Julian’s chance to get back his brother Mark, who is being held prisoner by the faerie Courts. All Emma, Mark, 
and Julian have to do is solve the murders within two weeks…and before the murderer targets them. Their search takes Emma from 
sea caves full of sorcery to a dark lottery where death is dispensed. And each clue she unravels uncovers more secrets. What has 
Julian been hiding from her all these years? Why does Shadowhunter Law forbid parabatai to fall in love? Who really killed her 
parents—and can she bear to know the truth?     



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

 
Atonement, directed by Joe Wright. In 1935, 13-year-old fledgling writer Briony Tallis and her family live a life of 
wealth and privilege in their enormous mansion. On the warmest day of the year, the country estate takes on an un-
settling hothouse atmosphere, stoking Briony's vivid imagination. Robbie Turner, the educated son of the family's 
housekeeper, carries a torch for Briony's headstrong older sister Cecilia. Cecilia, he hopes, has comparable feelings; 
all it will take is one spark for this relationship to combust. When it does, Briony--who has a crush on Robbie--is 
compelled to interfere, going so far as accusing Robbie of a crime he did not commit. Cecilia and Robbie declare 
their love for each other, but he is arrested--and with Briony bearing false witness, the course of three lives is 
changed forever. Briony continues to seek forgiveness for her childhood misdeed. Through a terrible and coura-
geous act of imagination, she finds the path to her uncertain atonement and to an understanding of the power of 
enduring love.  Atonement features strong performances, brilliant cinematography, and a unique score. Featuring 
deft performances from James MacAvoy and Keira Knightley, it's a successful adaptation of Ian McEwan's novel.  
 
Persepolis, directed by Marjane Satrapi & Vincent Paronnaud. Marjane is precocious and outspoken young Irani-
an girl who was nine years old during the Islamic Revolution when the fundamentalists first take power--forcing the 
veil on women and imprisoning thousands. She cleverly outsmarts the "social guardians" and discovers punk, AB-
BA and Iron Maiden, while living with the terror of government persecution and the Iran/Iraq war. Then Marjane's 
journey moves on to Austria where, as a teenager, her parents send her to school in fear for her safety and, she has 
to combat being equated with the religious fundamentalism and extremism she fled her country to escape. Marjane 
eventually gains acceptance in Europe, but finds herself alone and horribly homesick, and returns to Iran to be with 
her family, although it means putting on the veil and living in a tyrannical society. After a difficult period of adjust-
ment, she enters art school and marries, continuing to speak out against the hypocrisy she witnesses. At age 24, she 
realizes that while she is deeply Iranian, she cannot live in Iran. She then makes the heartbreaking decision to leave 

her homeland for France, optimistic about her future, shaped indelibly by her past. Persepolis is an emotionally powerful, dramatical-
ly enthralling autobiographical gem, and the film's simple black-and-white images are effective and bold.  

  
War Dance, directed by Andrea Nix Fine, Sean Fine. Since the 1980s, Uganda has been in a state of civil war, with 
the nation's leadership violently contested by a revolutionary force known as the Lord's Resistance Army (or 
L.R.A.). The fighting is fiercest in the North of Uganda, and there the L.R.A. recruit many of their soldiers by ab-
ducting children from refugee camps and homes in the poverty-stricken villages, where electricity and running wa-
ter are still luxuries known only to a few. However, in the village of Patongo, located deep in Uganda's war zone, a 
group of students (many of whom escaped from the clutches of the L.R.A.) struggles to rise above the violence and 
desperation that surrounds them. Each year, a student music festival is held in Kampala, Uganda's capitol city, in 
which children from around the country compete for prizes in performing traditional music and dance. When the 
students of the Patongo Primary School are invited to compete for the first time, the children are both thrilled at 
their opportunity and determined to prove that in a place of violence and want, creativity and talent can still take 
root. War Dance is a documentary about the Patongo Primary School's long journey to the Kampala Music Festival 

and the experiences, both good and bad, which informed them.  
 
Hot Fuzz, directed by Edgar Wright. A top London cop who is so good at his job that he makes his fellow officers 
look like slackers by comparison is "promoted" to serve in the sleepy village of Sandford in this contemporary ac-
tion comedy from the creators of Shaun of the Dead. Police constable Nicholas Angel (Simon Pegg) always gets his 
man, but these days his impeccable record seems to be more indicative of his fellow officers' shortcomings than his 
own formidable skills as a keeper of the peace. Loathe to stand idly by as their once respectable track record is 
steadily soiled by the hyper-competent actions of one lone overachiever, Sergeant Angel's superiors at the Met soon 
determine to remedy their problem by relocating the decorated constable to the West Country village of Sanford -- 
where tranquil garden parties and neighborhood watch meetings stand in stark contrast to the violent crime and 
heated gunplay of the city. As Sergeant Angel does his best to adjust to the relative calm of his new environment, 
his oafish new partner Danny Butterman (Nick Frost) strives to gain the respect of his fellow constables while sus-
taining himself on fantasies of his favorite action films and police shows. Later, just as it begins to appear as if Ser-

geant Angel has been relegated to an uneventful existence in the relative calm of the countryside, a series of horrific "accidents" lead 
him to suspect that the tranquil hamlet of Sanford has fallen prey to a sinister plot which reeks of foul play.  A bitingly satiric and 
hugely entertaining parody.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Spotlight 

Memorable Films from 20007 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



he summer was flying past 
and the Royal Library was 
very busy despite the good 
weather during the day.  
The weather wizards had 

sent some interesting and tumultuous 
storms and the subjects were not sure 
what to expect anymore. Some of the 
Library Ladies had been taking holi-
days, while others had come to es-
cape the heat of the day in the cool 
air of the library.  Upon researching 
the trivia for the month this scribe 
found some classic reads that had 
major title changes.  I have included 
them below. 
 
Lady Christina’s job title is Library 
Manager.  It should be; Library Chief 
Cook and Bottle Washer since 
there’s nothing she won’t volunteer 
to do.  Trivia:  “Trimalchio in West 
Egg” was the first title of “The Great 
Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  It 
was changed because the publisher 
thought it too specific.  (Smart pub-
lisher!) 
 
Lady Connie has her Library Technician diploma and knows a 
lot about the inner workings of adding books to the system and 
many other tasks but she should be called:  Library Lady Who 
Gets More Done Before She Comes to Work Than Anyone in 
the World.  Trivia:  “Tomorrow Is Another Day” was the first 
title of Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone With the Wind”.   
 
Lady Sharon official title is something about being a Senior 
Clerk (I should really know this) but it should be Library Lady 
Who Knows Everything About Everything That Goes On In the 
Royal Library.  Trivia:   “Something That Happened” was the 
first title of “Of Mice and Men” by John Steinbeck.   
 
Lady Mary’s title is Children’s Programmer but her position 
should be called; Lady Who Gets to Make Crafts and Play With 
Children All Week.  Trivia: “Mistress Mary” was the first title 
of “The Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.  (She 
wanted the title to be about the main character but the publishers 
thought it a boring name.  Sigh!) 
 
Lady Miranda’s position is Adult Programmer but should really 
be Very Talented But Humble Crafting Queen”.  Trivia:  “Four 
and a Half Years of Lies, Stupidity and Cowardice” was the first 
title of Hitler’s “Mein Kampf”. The publishers said it was a little 
lengthy and mein kampf translates to my struggle so he went 
with it. 
 
Wizard Melvyn is the Royal Library’s Information Technician 
but her official title should be Computer Guru, Artful Decorator, 
Décor Efficiency Expert, Children’s Books Expert etc.  A long 
list of duties to be sure.  Trivia:  “All’s Well That Ends Well” 
was the first title of “War and Peace” by Leo Tolstoy.  I’m pret-
ty sure Shakespeare’s agent put an end to that! 
 
Lady Victoria’s position is that of Page.  It should be One Who 
Fills In On a Moment’s Notice.  Trivia:  “Strangers From With-
in” is the first title of “Lord of the Flies” by William Goldings. 
The publishers told Goldings that the title was “too absurd”. 
 
 

Lady Kirstin is also a Page.  Her title 
should be Mother Extraordinaire Who Is 
Almost Done Her Maternity Leave.  Triv-
ia:  “First Impressions” became “Pride and 
Prejudice” by Jane Austen.  This was Aus-
ten’s first book but was published after 
“Sense and Sensibility” so she changed the 
title because she thought the word First 
was misleading. 
 
Lady Amy is a Page but should be called 
Senior Page In Charge of All That Goes 
On in the Royal Library.  Trivia:  
“Nobody’s Fault” became “Little Dorrit” 
by Charles Dickens.  The first title was 
supposed to be a statement on society but 
Dickens realized that it should be called 
“Everybody’s Fault” and renamed the 
book. 
 
Lady Julie is a Page but her position 
should be Library Lady Who Greets You 
With a Smile and 99% of the Time Really 
Means It.  Trivia:  “Atticus” became “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee.  She 
decided it wasn’t fair to the other charac-
ters in her book to name it for just one 

character. 
 
Lady Arlene is a Page but should be acknowledged as Efficien-
cy Dynamo Who Can Get A Lot Done in a Short Time.  Trivia:  
“The Last Man In Europe” became “1984” by George Orwell. 
His publisher said that the title was too depressing which is fun-
ny considering what the novel is about. 
 
Lady Emma Joy is a Page and should have the title of Most Ex-
cellent Maternity Leave Coverer.  Trivia: Toni Morrison wanted 
to call her first post Nobel Prize novel “War” but ended up call-
ing it “Paradise”.  No one knows why. 
 
Lady Morgan has the Summer Student Program Assistant title 
but should be called Kind of Bossy for an Assistant but She Is a 
Great Help So It’s OK.  Trivia:  “The Dead Un-Dead” by Bram 
Stoker became “Dracula”.  It sounded less B movieish. 
 
The Royal Library ladies welcome the subjects of the land to 
come and enjoy their summer by taking out a good book. 
 
 
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 

Lady Miss Mary 
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