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Lacombe Community Refugee Effort fundraiser: The LCRE are working toward sponsor ing a 
new family from Syria, and are holding a fundraiser. On Saturday, April 14 at 10:30am at Lacombe 
City Cinemas, there will be a screening of Everybody’s Children and 19 Days, two films from  the 
National Film Board, about the refugee experience in Canada. Entrance by donation. Films provided 
by the library. 
 
Book Club: For  our  May 1 meeting we are reading W hen the Moon is Low by Nadia Hashimi. 
Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever known. 
But their happy, middle-class world—a life of education, work, and comfort—implodes when their 
country is engulfed in war, and the Taliban rises to power.    
 
Four Eyes Film Series: The Party, directed by Sally Potter . One night only! Wednesday, Apr il 
18, 7pm at Lacombe City Cinemas. See next page for all the details! 
 
Armchair Travel: Tuesday, Apr il 10, 7pm in the LMC: “Adventures in Thailand,” presented by 
Ross & Ann Bissell. 
 
Local History series: Thur sday, Apr il 26, 7pm in the LMC: “How Rowing Came to Lacombe and 
Grew: 1715-2017,” presented by Andy Nokes . 
 
Genealogy Club: Are you a fan of family history? Do you have tips to share with other  enthusi-
asts, or need advice on how to begin your research? Come to genealogy club, second Tuesday of the 
month, 4:30pm in the library. Upcoming meetings: April 10 and May 8.  
 
Colouring Club for Adults: April 11&25, drop-in 6-8pm in the library. Relax, unwind and enjoy 
quiet conversation while being creative. All materials provided. This program is free to attend. 
Adults and older teens only, please. Held every other Wednesday —see our website for upcoming 
dates. 
 
Alzheimer’s Support Group: The Alzheimer  Society of Alber ta facilitates a suppor t group on 
the second Monday of the month from 1-3pm in the library. For more information, please contact 
Laurie Grande at 403-342-0448. 
 
Children’s Programs: Registration for  regular  winter /spr ing programs began Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2 at 10am. All classes are full, and run until May 25. Children will be registered for the whole 
program. There is a one-time fee of $5, or a craft supply donation. Stop by or visit our website for 
information about monthly special events for kids. 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
10am-8pm 

Friday 
10am-5pm 
Saturday 

10am-5pm 
Sunday & Stat Holidays 

Closed 

 

Library Services 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free public computer access 

Printing 

Faxing 

Scan-to-email 

Photocopying 

Reference Questions 

eBook/Audio downloads 

 

Regular Programs 

Children’s Programs  

Monthly Book Club 

Knitting Club 

Adult Colouring Club 

Local History Presentations 

Independent Film Series 
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Four Eyes Film Series 
Independent Film Series 

Independent, International, Illuminating, Imaginative 

Four Eyes screens notable independent and wor ld films not typically available to film lovers in Lacombe 

and area. Films will be shown on the third Wednesday of each month (except July and August), 7pm at 

Lacombe City Cinemas. The film series is organized by a group of staff at Mary C. Moore Public Library. We 

acknowledge and appreciate our partnership with Toronto international Film Festival Film Circuit and Lacombe 

City Cinemas.  

Tickets 

Advance tickets $9 each, available at the library at the beginning of the month, until noon on the day of the film. 

Door tickets are $10 each, cash only and subject to availability. All tickets are final sale. Box office opens at 

6:15pm in the lobby of Lacombe City Cinemas. All ticket proceeds to the library.  

Concession available! 

April 18 > The Party, directed by Sally Potter  

In Sally Potter's new dark comedy The Party, Janet (Kristin Scott Thomas) is hosting an intimate gathering of friends in her Lon-

don home to celebrate her political ascension, while her husband, Bill (Timothy Spall), seems preoccupied. Janet's acerbic best 

friend, April (Patricia Clarkson), arrives and others follow, some with their own dramatic news to share, but an announcement by 

Bill provokes a series of revelations that gradually unravel the sophisticated soiree, and a night that began with champagne may 

end with gunplay.   

 

UK // 71 mins // English // Rated: Not yet rated  

Tickets will be available at the library beginning April 3. One night only! Don’t miss it! 

See the full Four Eyes line-up, with film trailers, on our website: lacombelibrary.com/film 

 



New Book Spotlight 
A selection of our recent acquisitions 

Census by Jesse Ball  
When a widower receives notice from a doctor that he doesn’t have long left to live, he is struck by the question 
of who will care for his adult son—a son whom he fiercely loves, a boy with Down syndrome. With no recourse 
in mind, and with a desire to see the country on one last trip, the man signs up as a census taker for a mysterious 
governmental bureau and leaves town with his son.  Traveling into the country, through towns named only by 
ascending letters of the alphabet, the man and his son encounter a wide range of human experience. While some 
townspeople welcome them into their homes, others who bear the physical brand of past censuses on their ribs 
are wary of their presence. When they press toward the edges of civilization, the landscape grows wilder, and 
the towns grow farther apart and more blighted by industrial decay. As they approach “Z,” the man must con-
front a series of questions: What is the purpose of the census? Is he complicit in its mission? And just how will 
he learn to say good-bye to his son? Mysterious and evocative, Census is a novel about free will, grief, the pow-

er of memory, and the ferocity of parental love, from one of our most captivating young writers.      
 
The Taster by V.S. Alexander  
In early 1943, Magda Ritter's parents send her to relatives in Bavaria, hoping to keep her safe from the Allied 
bombs strafing Berlin. Young German women are expected to do their duty--working for the Reich or marrying 
to produce strong, healthy children. After an interview with the civil service, Magda is assigned to the Berghof, 
Hitler's mountain retreat. Only after weeks of training does she learn her assignment: she will be one of several 
young women tasting the Fuhrer's food, offering herself in sacrifice to keep him from being poisoned. Perched 
high in the Bavarian Alps, the Berghof seems worlds away from the realities of battle. Though terrified at first, 
Magda gradually becomes used to her dangerous occupation--though she knows better than to voice her misgiv-
ings about the war. But her love for a conspirator within the SS, and her growing awareness of the Reich's atroc-
ities, draw Magda into a plot that will test her wits and loyalty in a quest for safety, freedom, and ultimately, 
vengeance. Vividly written and ambitious in scope, The Taster examines the harrowing moral dilemmas of war 

in an emotional story filled with acts of extraordinary courage.  
 
The Wisdom of Wolves: Lessons from the Sawtooth Pack by Jim Dutcher 
For six years Jim and Jamie Dutcher lived intimately with a pack of wolves, gaining their trust as no one has 
before. In this book the Dutchers reflect on the virtues they observed in wolf society and behavior. Each chapter 
exemplifies a principle, such as kindness, teamwork, playfulness, respect, curiosity, and compassion. Their 
heartfelt stories combine into a thought-provoking meditation on the values shared between the human and the 
animal world. Occasional photographs bring the wolves and their behaviors into absorbing focus.     
 
 
 
 
 
Girls Burn Brighter by Shobha Rao 
A searing, electrifying debut novel set in India and America, about a once-in-a-lifetime friendship between two 
girls who are driven apart but never stop trying to find one another again. When Poornima first meets Savitha, 
she feels something she thought she lost for good when her mother died: hope. Poornima's father hires Savitha 
to work one of their sari looms, and the two girls are quickly drawn to one another. Savitha is even more impov-
erished than Poornima, but she is full of passion and energy. She shows Poornima how to find beauty in a bolt 
of indigo cloth, a bowl of yogurt rice and bananas, the warmth of friendship. Suddenly their Indian village 
doesn't feel quite so claustrophobic, and Poornima begins to imagine a life beyond the arranged marriage her 
father is desperate to lock down for her. But when a devastating act of cruelty drives Savitha away, Poornima 
leaves behind everything she has ever known to find her friend again. Her journey takes her into the darkest 
corners of India's underworld, on a harrowing cross-continental journey, and eventually to an apartment com-
plex in Seattle. Alternating between the girls’ perspectives as they face relentless obstacles, Girls Burn Brighter 

introduces two heroines who never lose the hope that burns within them.  
 
Lies That Comfort and Betray by Rosemary Simpson 
Heiress Prudence MacKenzie is a valuable partner to attorney and former Pinkerton agent Geoffrey Hunter, 
despite the fact that women are not admitted to the bar in New York’s Gilded Age. And though their office is a 
comfortable distance from the violence that haunts the city’s slums, the firm of Hunter and MacKenzie is about 
to come dangerously close to an unstoppable killer. This is a suspenseful and richly atmospheric mystery that 
captures both the elegance and sophistication of nineteenth-century New York, and the secrets and bloody ter-
rors that lurked behind its gilded facades. 
 
 



Read-alikes 
Discover new books & authors 

Kate Morton 
 
For novelist Kate Morton, looking back into previous ages inevitably results in eerie and mysterious discoveries. In 
her books, well-developed female protagonists confront relics of the past that lead them to ancient family secrets and 
haunting memories. These richly detailed and elegantly written stories draw readers into gothic worlds of gloomy 
decaying mansions and long-neglected gardens with remarkable histories. Morton's plots are often intricate and com-
plex, but she generates suspense through slow-building tension and vivid atmospheric detail.  
Start with: The Forgotten Garden. Abandoned on a 1913 voyage to Australia, Nell is raised by a dock master and his 
wife who do not tell her until she is an adult that she is not their child, leading Nell to return to England and eventual-
ly hand down her quest for answers to her granddaughter.  

 
If you like Kate Morton, you might like: 
 
Richard Flanagan 

Richard Flanagan and Kate Morton both write intricately plotted fiction about the constant presence of the past in our 
lives. A lush style and rich detail bring their complicated characters vividly to life. Bleak, sometimes disturbing at-
mospheres are backdrops to conflicts of the heart, the soul, and the intellect.  
 
Narrow Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan  
August, 1943: Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans is haunted by his affair with his uncle’s young wife two years earli-
er. His life, in a brutal Japanese POW camp on the Thai-Burma Death Railway, is a daily struggle to save the men 
under his command. Until he receives a letter that will change him forever.   A savagely beautiful novel about the 
many forms of good and evil, of truth and transcendence, as one man comes of age, prospers, only to discover all that 

he has lost.      
 
Lucinda Riley 

Kate Morton and Lucinda Riley write intricately plotted novels full of intrigue, romantic entanglements and historical 
scandal. Riley's novels tend to focus more on the romantic lives of the main characters than Morton's and sometimes 
feature a hint of the supernatural, while Morton's remain firmly in the real world.  
 
The Lavender Garden by Lucinda Riley  
After she inherits her childhood home, a magnificent chateau in Le Cote d'Azur, France, Emilie de la Martinieres 
realizes that it may hold secrets to her family's enigmatic past during World War II.      
 
 
 

Beatriz Williams 
Lush prose, vivid settings, and well-drawn characters are at the core of Beatriz Williams' and Kate Morton's novels. 
Their dual narratives are intricately plotted and suspenseful, creating a slow burn of escalating tension as secrets are 
carefully teased out and revealed.  
 
Cocoa Beach by Beatriz Williams 
France, 1917, Virginia Fortescue journeys overseas with the Red Cross in order to escape the claustrophobia of a 
childhood spent hiding her father's criminal past. While driving an ambulance cross the battlefields of the Western 
Front, she meets a brilliant, charismatic British army surgeon and falls into a passionate affair. But Captain Simon 
Fitzwilliam's charm disguises a history filled with its own darkness, and as the war draws to its close, Virginia is 
forced into a terrifying choice for herself and their unborn child.      

 
Sarah Waters 

Both Kate Morton and Sarah Waters write moody, gothic novels and excel at creating twisty narratives which keep 
the reader guessing. Their novels are leisurely paced with a delicious, slow-building tension and vivid attention to 
historical detail.  
 
The Little Stranger by Sarah Waters  
In a dusty post-war summer in rural Warwickshire, a doctor is called to a patient at lonely Hundreds Hall. Home to 
the Ayres family for over two centuries, the Georgian house, once grand and handsome, is now in decline, its mason-
ry crumbling, its gardens choked with weeds, its owners mother, son and daughter struggling to keep pace. But are 
the Ayreses haunted by something more sinister than a dying way of life? Little does Dr. Faraday know how closely, 
and how terrifyingly, their story is about to become entwined with his.          

 
 



Coming Soon! 
The following titles are currently on order. 
Place your request today online, or in person at the Library 

Adult Fiction 
 
Jussi Adler-Olsen - The Washington Decree 
Luke Alnutt - We Own the Sky 
Fredrik Backman - Us Against You 
David Baldacci -  The Fallen 
Marie Benedict - Carnegie’s Maid 
Raymond Benson - In the Hush of the Night 
Alex Berenson - The Deceivers 
Sara Blaedel - The Undertaker’s Daughter 
Amy Bloom - White Houses 
Dale Brown - Act of Revenge 
Sharon Butala - Zara’s Dead 
Stephanie Butland - The Lost for Words Bookshop  
Ann Cleeves - Wild Fire 
Carola Dunn - The Corpse at the Crystal Palace 
Mary Higgins Clark - I’ve Got My Eyes on You 
Bill Clinton w/James Patterson - The President is Missing 
Catherine Coulter - The Sixth Day 
Jeffery Deaver - The Cutting Edge 
Paul Doherty - The Mansions of Murder 
Tim Dorsey - The Pope of Palm Beach 
Kate Ellis - The Mechanical Devil 
Barbara Erskine - The Ghost Tree 
Janet Evanovich - The Mark 
Charles Finch - Woman in the Water 
Julia Fine - What Should Be Wild 
Felix Francis - Pulse 
Nicci French - The Day of the Dead 
Ann Granger - Rooted in Evil 
Alex Grecian - The Saint of Wolves and Butchers 
Kristin Hannah - The Great Alone 
Jane Harpen - Force of Nature 
Philip Hensher - The Friendly Ones 
Anne Hillerman - Cave of Bones 
Anthony Horowitz - The Word is Murder 
Conn Iggulden - The Falcon of Sparta 
Arnaldur Indridason - The Shadow Killer 
Peter James - Dead if You Don’t 
Ragnar Jonasson - Nightblind 
Marian Keyes - The Break 
Thomas King - Cold Skies 
Sophie Kinsella - Surprise Me 
William Kent Krueger - Desolation Mountain 
Donna Leon - The Temptation of Forgiveness 
John Lescroart - Poison 
G.M. Malliet - In Prior’s Wood 
George R.R. Martin - Low Chicago 
Dervla McTiernan - The Ruin 
Tom Miller - The Philosopher’s Flight 
Christopher Moore - Noir 
Kate Mosse - The Burning Chambers 
Fuminori Nakmura - Cult X 
Jo Nesbo - Macbeth 
Michael Ondaatje - Warlight 
Anne Perry - Twenty-One Days 
Thomas Perry - The Bomb Maker 
Anna Quindlen - Alternate Side 
Tom Rachman - The Italian Teacher 
Peter Robinson - Careless Love 
Yrsa Sigurdardottir - The Reckoning 
Graeme Simsion - Two Steps Forward 
Danielle Steel - Accidental Heroes 

Victoria Thompson - Murder on Union Square 
Charles Todd - The Gate Keeper 
Miriam Toews - Woman Talking 
Peter Tremayne - Blood Moon 
Richard Wagamese - Starlight 
Ruth Ware - The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
Abbi Waxman - Other People’s Houses 
Alison Weir - Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen 
Irvine Welsh - Dead Men’s Trousers 
Koren Zailckas - The Drama Teacher 

 
Adult Non-Fiction 
 
The Never-Ending Present: The Story of Gord Downie and the 
Tragically Hip by Michael Barclay 
Happily Ever Esther: Two Men, a Wonder Pig, and Their Life-
Changing Mission to Give Animals a Home by Steve Jenkins 
and Derek Walter 
Keetsahnak: Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters  
edited by Kim Anderson et al 
Wellmania: Misadventures in the Search for Wellness by Brigid 
Delaney 
The Man Who Caught the Storm: The Life of Legendary  
Tornado Chaser Tim Samaras by Brantley Hargrove 
At My Table by Nigella Lawson 
Along the Western Front: Photographs by Leah Hennel 
Because We Are Bad: OCD and a Girl Lost in Thought by Lily 
Bailey 
The Beginning of Everything: The Year I Lost My Mind and 
Found Myself by Andrea Buchanan 
The Science of Superheroes: The Secrets Behind Speed,  
Strength, Flight, Evolution, and More by Mark Brake 
 



What We’re Reading  
Staff Picks 

Amy 
The Lying Game by Ruth Ware  
On a cool June morning, a woman is walking her dog in the idyllic coastal village of Salten along a tidal estuary known as the 
Reach. Before she can stop him, the dog charges into the water to retrieve what first appears to be a wayward stick, but to her hor-
ror, turns out to be something much more sinister… The next morning, three women in and around London—Fatima, Thea, and 
Isabel—receive the text they had always hoped would NEVER come, from the fourth in their formerly inseparable clique, Kate, 
that says only, “I need you.” The four girls were best friends at Salten, a second rate boarding school set near the cliffs of the Eng-
lish Channel. Each different in their own way, the four became inseparable and were notorious for playing the Lying Game, telling 
lies at every turn to both fellow boarders and faculty, with varying states of serious and flippant nature that were disturbing enough 
to ensure that everyone steered clear of them. The myriad and complicated rules of the game are strict: no lying to each other—
ever. Bail on the lie when it becomes clear it is about to be found out. But their little game had consequences, and the girls were all 
expelled in their final year of school under mysterious circumstances surrounding the death of the school’s eccentric art teacher, 
Ambrose (who also happens to be Kate’s father). Atmospheric, twisty, and with just the right amount of chill that will keep you 
wrong-footed.          

 
Carol 
A Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel 
In 1986, a shy and intelligent twenty-year-old named Christopher Knight left his home in Massachusetts, drove to Maine, and dis-
appeared into the forest. He would not have a conversation with another human being until nearly three decades later, when he was 
arrested for stealing food. Living in a tent even through brutal winters, he had survived by his wits and courage, developing ingen-
ious ways to store edibles and water, and to avoid freezing to death. He broke into nearby cottages for food, clothing, reading ma-
terial, and other provisions, taking only what he needed but terrifying a community never able to solve the mysterious burglaries. 
Based on extensive interviews with Knight himself, this is a vividly detailed account of his secluded life--why did he leave? what 
did he learn?--as well as the challenges he has faced since returning to the world. It is a gripping story of survival that asks funda-
mental questions about solitude, community, and what makes a good life, and a deeply moving portrait of a man who was deter-
mined to live his own way, and succeeded.    
          

Connie 
The Chemist by Stephenie Meyer   
She used to work for the U.S. government, but very few people ever knew that. An expert in her field, she was one of the darkest 
secrets of an agency so clandestine it doesn't even have a name. And when they decided she was a liability, they came for her with-
out warning. Now she rarely stays in the same place or uses the same name for long. They've killed the only other person she trust-
ed, but something she knows still poses a threat. They want her dead, and soon. When her former handler offers her a way out, she 
realizes it's her only chance to erase the giant target on her back. But it means taking one last job for her ex-employers. To her hor-
ror, the information she acquires only makes her situation more dangerous. Resolving to meet the threat head-on, she prepares for 
the toughest fight of her life but finds herself falling for a man who can only complicate her likelihood of survival. As she sees her 
choices being rapidly whittled down, she must apply her unique talents in ways she never dreamed of.   
 

Emma Joy 
Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin 
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid. Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and others 
as a girl. The thing is…Riley isn’t exactly out yet. And between starting a new school and having a congressman father running for 
reelection in uber-conservative Orange County, the pressure—media and otherwise—is building up in Riley’s so-called “normal” 
life. On the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous blog to vent those pent-up feelings and tell the truth of what it’s RE-
ALLY like to be a gender fluid teenager. But just as Riley’s starting to settle in at school—even developing feelings for a mysteri-
ous outcast—the blog goes viral, and an unnamed commenter discovers Riley’s real identity, threatening exposure. Riley must 
make a choice: walk away from what the blog has created—a lifeline, new friends, a cause to believe in—or stand up, come out, 
and risk everything.         
 

Julie 
The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman  
Sussex, England. A middle-aged man returns to his childhood home to attend a funeral. Although the house he lived in is long 
gone, he is drawn to the farm at the end of the road, where, when he was seven, he encountered a most remarkable girl, Lettie 
Hempstock, and her mother and grandmother. He hasn't thought of Lettie in decades, and yet as he sits by the pond (a pond that 
she'd claimed was an ocean) behind the ramshackle old farmhouse, the unremembered past comes flooding back. And it is a past 
too strange, too frightening, too dangerous to have happened to anyone, let alone a small boy. Forty years earlier, a man committed 
suicide in a stolen car at this farm at the end of the road. Like a fuse on a firework, his death lit a touchpaper and resonated in un-
imaginable ways. The darkness was unleashed, something scary and thoroughly incomprehensible to a little boy. And Lettie—
magical, comforting, wise beyond her years—promised to protect him, no matter what.   
 



Kirstin 
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand 
hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now 
live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his 
reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger world of emotional discovery.   

 

Mary 
Feeding My Mother: Comfort and Laughter in the Kitchen as My Mom Lives with Memory Loss by Jann Arden  
Jann Arden moved in to a house just across the way from her parents in rural Alberta to be close to them but also so they could be her refuge 
from the demands of the music business and a performing career. Funny how time works. Since her dad died in 2015, Jann cooks for her mom 
five or six times a week. Her mom finds comfort in her daughter's kitchen, not just in the delicious food but also just sitting with her as she 
cooks. And Jann finds some peace in caring for her mom, even as her mom slowly becomes a stranger. "If you told me two years ago that I'd 
be here," Jann writes, "I wouldn't have believed it. And yet we still fall into so much laughter, feel so much insane gladness and joy. It's such a 
contrast from one minute to the next and it teaches me constantly: it makes me stronger and more humble and more empathetic and caring and 
kind." The many people who are dealing with a loved one who is losing it will find inspiration and strength in Jann's wholehearted, loving 
response and her totally Jann take on the upside-down world of a daughter mothering her mother.    
 

Melvyn 
The Cabaret of Plants: Forty Thousand Years of Plant Life and the Human Imagination by Richard Mabey  
A rich, sweeping, and wonderfully readable work of botanical history, The Cabaret of Plants explores dozens of plant species that for millen-
nia have challenged our imaginations, awoken our wonder, and upturned our ideas about history, science, beauty, and belief. Going back to 
the beginnings of human history, Mabey shows how flowers, trees, and plants have been central to human experience not just as sources of 
food and medicine but as objects of worship, actors in creation myths, and symbols of war and peace, life and death. Writing in a celebrated 
style, Mabey takes readers from the Himalayas to Madagascar to the Amazon to our own backyards. He ranges through the work of writers, 
artists, and scientists such as da Vinci, Keats, Darwin, and van Gogh and across nearly 40,000 years of human history: Ice Age images of plant 
life in ancient cave art and the earliest representations of the Garden of Eden; Newton’s apple and gravity, Priestley’s sprig of mint and photo-
synthesis, and Wordsworth’s daffodils; the history of cultivated plants such as maize, ginseng, and cotton; and the ways the sturdy oak became 
the symbol of British nationhood and the giant sequoia came to epitomize the spirit of America. Complemented by dozens of full-color illus-
trations, this is the magnum opus of a great naturalist and an extraordinary exploration of the deeply intertwined history of humans and the 
natural world.     
 

Miranda 
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman  
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine. Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to 
say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punc-
tuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deep-
ly unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the 
three become the kinds of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big heart 
that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one. Soon to be a major motion picture produced by 
Reese Witherspoon, Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose 
deadpan weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she realizes the only way to survive is to open your heart.      
 

Sharon 
The Chalk Man by C.J. Tudor  
It began back in 1986, at the fair, on the day of the accident. That was when twelve-year-old Eddie met Mr. Halloran - the Chalk Man. He 
gave Eddie the idea for the drawings: a way to leave secret messages for his friends and it was fun, until the chalk men led them to a body. 
Thirty years later, Ed believes the past is far behind him, until an envelope slips through the letterbox. It contains a stick of chalk, and a draw-
ing of a figure. Is history going to repeat itself? Was it ever really over? Will this game only end in the same way?            
      

Victoria 
The Wedding Date by Jasmine Guillory 
Agreeing to go to a wedding with a guy she gets stuck with in an elevator is something Alexa Monroe wouldn't normally do. But there's some-
thing about Drew Nichols that's too hard to resist. On the eve of his ex's wedding festivities, Drew is minus a plus one. Until a power outage 
strands him with the perfect candidate for a fake girlfriend… After Alexa and Drew have more fun than they ever thought possible, Drew has 
to fly back to Los Angeles and his job as a pediatric surgeon, and Alexa heads home to Berkeley, where she's the mayor's chief of staff. Too 
bad they can't stop thinking about the other... They're just two high-powered professionals on a collision course toward the long distance da-
ting disaster of the century--or closing the gap between what they think they need and what they truly want...      



Highlights from our Special Film Collection Film Picks 

Call Me By Your Name, directed by Luca Guadagnino, is a sensual and transcendent tale of first love, based on the 
acclaimed novel by André Aciman. It's the summer of 1983 in the north of Italy, and Elio Perlman (Timothée Chala-
met), a precocious 17- year-old American-Italian, spends his days in his family's 17th century villa transcribing and 
playing classical music, reading, and flirting with his friend Marzia (Esther Garrel). Elio enjoys a close relationship 
with his father (Michael Stuhlbarg), an eminent professor specializing in Greco-Roman culture, and his mother An-
nella (Amira Casar), a translator, who favor him with the fruits of high culture in a setting that overflows with natu-
ral delights. While Elio's sophistication and intellectual gifts suggest he is already a fully-fledged adult, there is 
much that yet remains innocent and unformed about him, particularly about matters of the heart. One day, Oliver 
(Armie Hammer), a charming American scholar working on his doctorate, arrives as the annual summer intern 
tasked with helping Elio's father. Amid the sun-drenched splendor of the setting, Elio and Oliver discover the heady 

beauty of awakening desire over the course of a summer that will alter their lives forever.  Winner of the Academy Award for Best 
Adapted Screenplay. Rated 96% fresh on Rottentomatoes.com 

 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri, directed by Martin McDonagh, is a darkly comic drama from. After 
months have passed without a culprit in her daughter's murder case, Mildred Hayes (Academy Award winner 
Frances McDormand) makes a bold move, painting three signs leading into her town with a controversial message 
directed at William Willoughby (Academy Award nominee Woody Harrelson), the town's revered chief of police. 
When his second-in-command Officer Dixon (Sam Rockwell), an immature mother's boy with a penchant for vio-
lence, gets involved, the battle between Mildred and Ebbing's law enforcement is only exacerbated.  Winner of the 
Academy Award for Best Leading Actress and Supporting Actor, and winner of the Golden Globe for Best Picture, 
Screenplay, Leading Actress and Supporting Actor. Rated 92% fresh on Rottentomatoes.com 
 
 
COMING SOON The Florida Project, directed by Sean Baker. Warm, winning, and gloriously alive, The Florida 
Project is a deeply moving and unforgettably poignant look at childhood. Set on a stretch of highway just outside the 
imagined utopia of Disney World, The Florida Project follows six-year-old Moonee (Brooklynn Prince in a stunning 
breakout turn) and her rebellious mother Halley (Bria Vinai, another major discovery) over the course of a single 
summer. The two live week to week at “The Magic Castle,” a budget hotel managed by Bobby (a career-best Willem 
Dafoe), whose stern exterior hides a deep reservoir of kindness and compassion. Despite her harsh surroundings, the 
precocious and ebullient Moonee has no trouble making each day a celebration of life, her endless afternoons over-
flowing with mischief and grand adventure as she and her ragtag playmates—including Jancey, a new arrival to the 
area who quickly becomes Moon’s best friend—fearlessly explore the utterly unique world into which they've been 
thrown. Unbeknownst to Moonee, however, her delicate fantasy is supported by the toil and sacrifice of Halley, who 

is forced to explore increasingly dangerous possibilities in order to provide for her daughter. Rated 95% fresh on Rottentomatoes.com 
 
COMING SOON The Phantom Thread, directed by Paul Thomas Anderson. Set in the glamour of 1950's post-
war London, renowned dressmaker Reynolds Woodcock (Daniel Day-Lewis) and his sister Cyril (Lesley Manville) 
are at the center of British fashion, dressing royalty, movie stars, heiresses, socialites, debutants and dames with the 
distinct style of The House of Woodcock. Women come and go through Woodcock's life, providing the confirmed 
bachelor with inspiration and companionship, until he comes across a young, strong-willed woman, Alma (Vicky 
Krieps), who soon becomes a fixture in his life as his muse and lover. Once controlled and planned, he finds his care-
fully tailored life disrupted by love. With his latest film, Paul Thomas Anderson paints an illuminating portrait both 
of an artist on a creative journey, and the women who keep his world running. Winner of the Academy Award for 
Best Achievement in Costume Design. Rated 91% fresh on Rottentomatoes.com 
 
COMING SOON Marjorie Prime, directed by Michael Almaryeda. Eighty-six-year-old Marjorie spends her final, 
ailing days with a computerized version of her deceased husband. With the intent to recount their life together, Mar-
jorie's "Prime" relies on the information from her and her kin to develop a more complex understanding of his histo-
ry. As their interactions deepen, the family begins to develop ever diverging recounts of their lives, drawn into the 
chance to reconstruct the often painful past. Built around exceptional performances from a veteran cast, Marjorie 
Prime shines a light on an often-obscured corner in the world of artificial intelligence and its interactions with mor-
tality. Bringing us robustly into the future, Michael Almaryeda's poetic film forces us to face the question-If we had 
the opportunity, how would we choose to rebuild the past, and what would we decide to forget? Winner of the Sun-
dace Film Festival The Alfred P. Sloan Prize (for a feature with a science/technology theme. Rated 90% fresh on 
Rottentomatoes.com 

 
 
 
 
 

April Spotlight 

The Critics Agree 

Source: rottentomatoes.com 



Lady Miss Mary 

he kingdom was still in the 
clutches of the weather wiz-
ards and winter was taking it's 
time bowing out to 

spring.  The first day of April would be 
celebrated on the same day as the Sunday 
of Easter.  This was a rare occur-
rence.  The Royal Library Ladies were 
busy with preparing for the new sea-
son.  Here are some historic April Fool's 
pranks for your enjoyment. 
Lady Christina had been busily preparing 
the year end statistic report and hosting 
her granddaughter who enjoyed visit-
ing.  Prank:  An article by John Dvorak 
in the April 1994 issue of PC Computing 
magazine described a bill going through 
Congress that would make it illegal to 
use the internet while drunk.  The bill 
was supposedly numbered 040194 (i.e. 
04/01/94), and the contact person was 
listed as Lirpa Sloof. Passage of the bill 
was felt to be certain because the Internet 
was often referred to as an "Information 
Highway." 
Lady Connie was busy getting ready for Easter and she was creating 
some beautiful Easter eggs. Prank:  In 1983 New Scien-
tist Magazine ran an article about the first successful "plant-animal 
hybrid" that had resulted in a tomato containing genes from a cow. The 
cow-tomato was said to have a "tough leathery skin" and grew "discus-
shaped" clumps of animal protein sandwiched between an envelope of 
tomato fruit. The article included clues that it was a joke, such as the 
names of the researchers, MacDonald and Wimpey, who supposedly 
worked at the University of Hamburg. This hybrid was call the 
"boimate.” 
Lady Sharon was gearing up for her trip to Northern Ireland this month 
and was looking forward to seeing her family. Prank:  In 2002 The 
British supermarket chain Tesco ran an ad in The Sun announcing the 
successful development of a genetically modified 'whistling carrot.' The 
ad explained that the carrots had been specially engineered to grow 
with tapered airholes in their side. When fully cooked, these airholes 
caused the vegetable to emit a "97 decibel signal" indicating they 
should be removed from the stove. (97 decibels is roughly equivalent to 
the noise level of a jackhammer or pneumatic drill). Opponents of their 
carrots envisioned "a nightmare scenario for future generations becom-
ing as deaf as a post, albeit with improved vision." 
Lady Mary was spending Easter with her immediate family and 50 
more of her immediate family in Three Hills where they would have 
their traditional Chinese buffet.  Prank:  In 1998, Burger King pub-
lished a full page advertisement in USA Today announcing the intro-
duction of a new item to their menu: a "Left-Handed Whopper" special-
ly designed for the 32 million left-handed Americans. According to the 
advertisement, the new whopper included the same ingredients as the 
original Whopper (lettuce, tomato, hamburger patty, etc.), but all the 
condiments were rotated 180 degrees for the benefit of their left-handed 
customers. 
Lady Miranda had been having a little trouble with her allergies but 
was still managing to be creative with her craft programs. Prank:  In 
1975,  Australia's This Day Tonight (TDT) news program revealed that 
the country would soon be converting to "metric time." Under the new 
system there would be 100 seconds to the minute, 100 minutes to the 
hour, and 20-hour days. Furthermore, seconds would become millidays, 
minutes become centidays, and hours become decidays. The report 
included an interview with Deputy Premier Des Corcoran who praised 
the new time system. 
Wizard Melvyn would soon be redecorating the children's program 
room for the new season. The children looked forward to and loved the 
new season décor. Prank: In Milan, in 1961, many people from the 
countryside still rode their horses into the city. So La Notte newspaper 
announced that city authorities, in order to make sure the horses could 
continue to co-exist with motor traffic, had passed a law making it 
mandatory for horses to be equipped with signaling and brake lights 
while being ridden through the streets. Many people subsequently 
brought their horses into car mechanics to have them outfitted with the 

necessary lights. 
Lady Victoria was busy filling in for sick 
staff and staff on holidays. She had also 
helped at the fundraiser in March. Prank:    
 In 1906 the front page of the Wichita 
Daily Eagle carried news of an astounding 
natural phenomena. A huge wave, eleven-
feet high, was moving southward down the 
Arkansas River. Simultaneously, a giant 
mass of millions of frogs, spanning a dis-
tance of over eleven miles, was migrating 
northward up the river. The two (wave and 
frogs) were predicted to meet at Wichita at 
around 10 o'clock that morning. The report 
brought out thousands of Kansans who 
lined the banks of the river, eager to see 
such a once-in-a-lifetime event. When, 
after three hours, the wonder never materi-
alized, it occurred to the crowd what day it 
was, and they dispersed quietly back to 
their homes.  
Lady Kirstin had taken some time off to go 
skiing with her family. The children re-
ported an excellent time. Prank:  In 1950 

motorists driving along the scenic Rim of the World highway near Lake 
Arrowhead in Southern California encountered something remarkable. 
All the pine and cedar trees lining the road had grown oranges over-
night. The transformation turned out to be the work of the residents of 
the nearby town of Skyforest, led by the cartoonist Frank Adams. 
Lady Amy had purchased a very beautiful new car which was a lovely 
candy apple red. Prank: In 2009 the Swiss Tourism Board released a 
video that revealed the secret of why their mountains look so clean. It 
was due to the hard work of the Association of Swiss Mountain Clean-
ers, whose members daily scaled the Alps, scrubbing the rocks of un-
sightly bird droppings. The cleaning not only maintained the beauty of 
the Alps, but also prevented the droppings from eating away at the 
rocks, causing cavities that might eventually lead to the complete ero-
sion and disappearance of the mountains. 
Lady Julie was enjoying her spring mornings walking her dog in the 
woods close to her home. Prank: In 1698 it was reported in Dawks’s 
News-Letter the following day, "several persons were sent to the Tower 
Ditch to see the Lions washed." This is the earliest known record of an 
April Fool's Day prank. The joke was that there were no lions being 
washed in the Ditch (i.e. moat) of the Tower of London. It was a fool's 
errand. 
Lady Emma Joy was off on a school trip to Greece and Italy with a 
stopover in Amsterdam.  Prank:  In 1996 Virgin Cola ran an ad in Brit-
ish papers announcing that in the interest of consumer safety it had 
integrated a new technology into its cans. When the cola passed its sell-
by date, the liquid reacted with the metal in the can, turning the can 
bright blue. Virgin warned that consumers should therefore avoid pur-
chasing all blue cans. Coincidentally, Pepsi had recently unveiled its 
newly designed cans which were bright blue. 
Lady Carol had booked a trip to Norway and was excited to see this 
country first hand. Prank: In 1991 The London Times reported that the 
Department of Transport had finalized a plan to ease congestion on the 
M25, the circular highway surrounding London. The capacity of the 
road would be instantly doubled by the simple but revolutionary tech-
nique of making the traffic on both carriageways travel in the same 
direction. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays the traffic would 
travel clockwise. On Tuesdays and Thursdays it would travel anti-
clockwise.  Despite the lunacy, the BBC Radio News fell for the joke. 
 
The Library Ladies hoped the subjects would continue to be optimistic 
about the arrival of spring and take out the books that would make their 
gardens flourish.  
 

Written by your loyal scribe, 
 

T 
The Library Ladies 


